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Text:  John 13:31–35

Today we will complete part three of a three-part series on the early and 
later parts of the life of the disciples, particularly John. 

In Part 1 we saw the maturing of the Apostle John from the first three years 
he spent as a disciple of Jesus before His death, resurrection and ascension 
back to the Father, as opposed to the disciple who bowed down in worship 
before the glorified Lord in Revelation 1:9–20.

Amazing things had happened within the 50–60 years between the two 
times. John and the other disciples were more deeply committed to 
proclaiming the lordship of Jesus than when they had first begun. They had 
seen the power of the name of Jesus and the how the presence of the Holy 
Spirit filled them up with all they needed to accomplish the evangelistic 
task before them. The church had grown in amazing ways and every day 
brought a new challenge as well as blessing. You’ll remember that John 
wrote the Book of Revelation while in exile on the Isle of Patmos—a Roman 
penile colony. I closed with a quote from our current study of Revelation on 
Wednesdays. Listen again to the final portion of that quote, 

But John encouraged his readers to find both comfort and 
confidence in the victory that Jesus achieved at his 
resurrection. He wanted them to understand that even if their 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+13:31-35&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+19:1%E2%80%939&version=ESV


lives ended in martyrdom, that wouldn’t be the end of their 
story either. Eventually, Jesus would consummate his kingdom, 
and every believer that had ever lived would share in his 
victory.” 

In other words John, who had endured severe persecution, even physical 
torture and imprisonment, had found that life with Jesus even in those 
circumstances was well worth it. He was looking forward to the time when 
he would once again behold his Master face to face.

In Part 2 we compared the difference in the life of Peter and of Paul before 
they encountered Jesus and after they encountered Him. With Peter we 
compared the story of Jesus first basically introducing Himself to Peter in 
Luke 5:1–11 by entering into his boat to address the crowds that were 
pressing in on Him. After speaking to the crowds Jesus, who knew that 
Peter and his friends had caught nothing all after fishing all night, 
instructed him to cast his net into the water. Peter complied and the 
abundance of fish in the net caused the boat to begin sinking and Peter had 
to summon the other boats around him to gather the fish as well. Peter 
bows down asking Jesus to leave because he is a sinful man. 

Then we compared a similar story from John 21:1–14 that occurred three 
years later. This was after the resurrection of Jesus and his first appearance 
to the disciples in His glorified body. A very similar scene repeated itself 
and for a very similar purpose. Again the disciples had caught nothing 
after fishing all night, but they see a man standing on shore telling them to 
cast their net to the right side. When they followed the suggestion of the 
man, who of course was Jesus they caught so many large fish (153) that 
they could hardly haul them into the boat. 
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A major lesson for them was that when they obeyed Jesus’ commands, no 
matter how foolish they seemed, they would find blessings, but by 
themselves there would be disappointing failure. They weren’t going to be 
fishermen again, at least not for fish. 

We then compared the story of Saul of Tarsus, later to be called Paul, before 
and after he encountered Jesus Christ on the road to Damascus in Acts 9:1–
19. The change in Saul’s attitude was a complete 180-degree turn from 
persecutor of those who followed Jesus, to a teacher and Apostle laying 
down his life for the proclamation of the Lordship of Jesus Christ. He went 
from attempting to stop everyone from following this renegade religious 
zealot to bowing down to Him as Lord and Master. Soon there would be 
those who pursued Saul, now Paul, and now it was him who was willing to 
suffer and die for the glory of Christ. 

We closed part two with Revelation 5:9–14. Listen again to this portion of 
John’s vision of what was going on at the throne of God as the focus turns 
to the Lamb of God who is found worthy to open the last scroll. 

…saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to 
receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and 
glory and blessing!” And I heard every creature in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, 
saying, “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing 
and honor and glory and might forever and ever!” And the four 
living creatures said, “Amen!” and the elders fell down and 
worshipped.

This was the Jesus that the disciples first fell in love with and decided to 
follow for the rest of their lives. This is the Jesus that Stephen saw standing 
at the right hand of the Father that caused him to worship and praise God 
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even as he was being stoned to death. This is the Jesus that the Apostle 
Paul encountered long ago on the road to Damascus and the Jesus that he 
decided was worth living and dying for. This is the Jesus that has for the 
last 2,000 years transformed the lives of countless millions who saw Him 
for who He is now.

This week in Part 3 we will continue to consider the change that happened 
to the disciples, the Apostle Paul, and those in the early church, and should 
happen to everyone who has bowed their knee, and their wills to the 
lordship of Jesus Christ. When we come to Him in repentance of sin and 
faithfulness to His holy word everything changes. In short, we’ll see that 
everything is based on love, but it’s a love that needs defining.

In our Old Testament reading from Leviticus 19:1–2 and 9–18 the theme of 
holiness was developed as God instructed His people on what holiness 
looked like in their daily lives. Examples of how they were to live before 
God and others were illustrated showing that the two went hand in hand. 
The love of God would lead to the love of others. The Ten Commandments 
begin with how we are to relate to God, which then follows how we relate 
to everyone else. We hear Matthew 22:37–40 read at the beginning of every 
worship service where Jesus responds to the question, what is the greatest 
commandment:

And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great 
and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the 
Law and the Prophets.”

Our love for God must be the primary motivation for everything in our 
lives and this affects how we relate to our neighbor. You cannot do one 
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without the other. You can’t love your neighbor unless your love for God is 
primary, but it also works the other way. If you are not loving your 
neighbor then you have failed to love God in the way He commands. It 
would be great if we were always able to feel love for our neighbors, but 
Jesus uses the verb form of agape (agapao) which would indicate that we 
are to treat them with the love of God both in our words and with our 
service. It ends up not being dependent on how we feel at the moment but 
on our commitment to honor the God whom we love.

In Leviticus 19:9–18 Moses lists the ways that Israel was to treat the poor 
and the sojourner, as well as each other. You’ll notice that in every case 
there is the command to honor God in how they were to treat each other. 

I have seen verse 9 lived out here on the Northern Neck, 

When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap your field 
right up to its edge, neither shall you gather the gleanings after your 
harvest. 10 And you shall not strip your vineyard bare, neither shall 
you gather the fallen grapes of your vineyard. You shall leave them 
for the poor and for the sojourner: I am the Lord your God.

Every year there are some farmers allow people to come to their fields after 
the initial harvest of corn and glean around the edges. I’m always glad to 
hear that. 

You’ll notice that in every example from verses 9–18 there is the command 
as to how Israel was to treat their neighbor whether it was the poor or 
those who were not from the tribes of Israel but who dwelt in their midst. 
In every case it was to be done because: “I am the Lord.” 

It is through the love of God that we have come to Christ and found 
salvation, and it will only be through our love for God that we will be able 
to love our neighbor, even those who have treated us badly. Of course Jesus 
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is our greatest example of how this works. Jesus came to us because the 
Father sent Him to be a sacrifice for our sins. Now this is a very basic part 
of the good news of the gospel, but have you ever stopped and pondered 
that truth and just let it wash over you? Jesus, the perfect eternal Son of 
God paid the price for my sins and because of that I am able to receive the 
reward of His obedience. 

I’m always moved by the last verse of the song, “How Deep the Fathers 
Love For Us.” 

How deep the Father's love for us? 
How vast beyond all measure? 
That He should give His only Son 
To make a wretch His treasure 

I will not boast in anything 
No gifts, no power, no wisdom 
But I will boast in Jesus Christ 
His death and resurrection 

Why should I gain from His reward? 
I cannot give an answer 
But this I know with all my heart 
His wounds have paid my ransom 

Whenever I read our passage from Revelation 19:1–9, I’m reminded that for 
all who have embraced Jesus as Savior and Lord there awaits a “marriage 
supper” celebrating the marriage of Jesus the Lamb of God and His bride 
the church. That is to be a celebration that is greater and more wonderful 
than we can possibly conceive of. But what about those who have refused 
the invitation and spurned God’s offer of salvation?
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Let’s look again at Revelation 19:1–2,

After this I heard what seemed to be the loud voice of a great 
multitude in heaven, crying out, “Hallelujah! Salvation and glory 
and power belong to our God, for his judgments are true and just; for 
he has judged the great prostitute who corrupted the earth with her 
immorality and has avenged on her the blood of his servants.”

In the first reading I felt the sobering fact that God will bring his perfect 
judgment upon all those who have turned aside from His righteous 
commands and refused to be holy as He is holy. I love the prophetic voice 
of verses 3–9 that would have us look to the celebration where we cry, 

“Hallelujah! For our Lord God almighty reigns Let us rejoice and 
exult and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, 
and his bride has made herself ready…”

What a wonderful and powerful image of all that God has for those who 
have willingly become the bride of Christ. Praise God, that will be the 
glorious beginning of the full revelation of all that God has promised to his 
people for all eternity.

But what about those who have been caught in adultery with “the great 
prostitute who corrupted the earth with her immorality and has avenged 
on her the blood of his servants.” What is to be our attitude about them? 
Should we laugh and be glad she will get her just punishment but that we 
will be rewarded? I don’t think so. The Apostle John was writing to the 
church about all that God would do to bring justice and judgment on all 
those who refused to acknowledge his lordship and role as creator and 
judge. It is God who will do these things, not us. Remember the Apostle 
Paul’s words in Romans 12:19–21,
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Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, 
for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” To 
the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give 
him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals 
on his head.” Do not be overcome by evil but overcome evil with 
good.

Every once in a while I meet someone who exemplifies what it looks like to 
have that kind of love for God that changes their heart for their neighbors, 
even those who are likely to harm them. Years ago I developed a friendship 
with a fellow pastor in Rwanda. His name is Mathias Rubaduka and he is 
one of the most humble and godly men I have ever had the honor of 
knowing. Time won’t allow me to tell you all about him but there was one 
time that I was reminded of this past week. 

A group of us were taking the time to visit a national park and game 
preserve. Our driver was an Anglican priest and we invited Pastor Mathias 
to join us. On the way a Rwandan police officer stepped out into the 
middle of the road and held up his hand for us to stop. Somehow he 
determined that we were exceeding the speed limit. 

In Rwanda you have to hand over your driver’s license and vehicle 
registration to the officer and drive to the next town to find a bank. You go 
into the bank to procure a bank draft for the amount of the fine and then 
take it back to the officer still standing on the side of the road looking for 
others who are exceeding the speed limit. I guess he had a magical gift for 
that. You hand him the bank draft and he will then return your papers 
sending you on your way. 

The town that we went into was primarily a Muslim town. Both our driver 
and Mathias were dressed as priests, I was dressed like a truck driver. Like 
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most places in Rwanda there were young men employed as guards 
carrying automatic weapons. As the driver got out to go into the bank 
Mathias got out with his bible and cornered the two guards standing at the 
bank entrance. During the time our driver was in the bank (around 20 
minutes) Mathias shared the hope of the gospel with these two men. It 
didn’t concern him in the least that he was addressing two armed Muslims 
who could readily identify him as a Christian minister. 

On the way back that day when we were approximately five miles from 
Mathias home in Ghanga, he asked the driver to stop. Everywhere you go 
in many African countries you will find many people walking down the 
side of the road. He wanted to get out and walk with them so he could 
share the story of Jesus with them. 

Mathias not only pastored the church in Ghanga but also started five other 
churches that he walked to weekly to preach and bring communion. I 
realized that he was the real deal. He cared more about the souls of those 
who considered him the enemy than he did his own safety. He wanted to 
be able to share with them the only hope of salvation. Why? I believe that 
his passionate love for God enabled him to love his neighbor. 

One of his sons, now also in ministry sends me a Facebook message almost 
every week asking how I’m doing. His father continues to be a faithful 
witness to the love of Christ.

The Christian is to be free from the desire to take personal revenge and rely 
on the fact that God will right all wrongs in his own perfect judgment. 
Scripture urges believers to show grace to the wrongdoer because God has 
shown grace to us.

Of course, the perfect example of this is Jesus who could have reigned 
down fire from Heaven and called on the legions of the Heavenly hosts but 
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instead chose to suffer betrayal, abuse, and an excruciating death so that 
perfect love could be revealed in his sacrifice.

In our passage from John 13:31–35, Jesus shows that He will be obedient to 
the Father because of the love they share and always have. He will trust 
that all the wrongs done to him would be made right. However, the 
greatest reward is shown in verses 31–32 as Judas leaves the Upper Room 
to betray Jesus.

When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified, 
and God is glorified in him. If God is glorified in him, God will also 
glorify him in himself, and glorify him at once.”

It’s interesting that Jesus says that he was to be glorified through his 
crucifixion. You would assume that he would see himself as being 
humiliated. Paul wrote in Galatians 3:13, 

Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for 
us—for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree.”

Jesus was surely on the threshold of the deepest pit of humiliation in his 
substitutionary death on the cross under the divine curse, but John’s focus 
was on the revelation of God’s glory through Jesus Christ on the cross.

It’s the next part that informs us as to how we are to model Jesus in our 
lives, John 19: 34,

“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just 
as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all 
people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 
another.”

There was nothing new about love itself, as we read this morning in 
Leviticus 19:18, "You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the 
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sons of your own people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am 
the Lord.”

The new element that Jesus was pointing to is twofold: 1) the change from 
“neighbor” to “one another” and 2) the change from “as yourself” to “as I 
have loved you.” Christian love has Christ’s sacrificial love as its model 
and the community of believers as the primary context in which this is seen 
and experienced.

This is how the unbeliever would know that they were truly disciples of 
Jesus, by how they loved one another. Jesus had earlier shown the nature of 
love in Matthew 5:44, “But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for 
those who persecute you.” Love is selfless and desires the best even for 
those who oppose us.

So how does this change our response to all the perversion and culture of 
death in our present culture? Don’t misunderstand me, we need committed 
people to be “boots on the ground” fighting to have our laws changed to 
reflect the truth of how we are to live as a godly nation. 

The question this morning is what you and I can do to affect the 
tremendous moral failures of our nation and world. I would like to 
recommend three things this morning but by no means is this an 
exhaustive list.

Pray fervently for our representatives in government that God will open 
their eyes to the importance of not selling out for political gain but to give 
their lives to secure a future for our children and nation. This includes 
praying fervently for those in power who are fighting to keep abortion as 
law. Write representatives to tell them that you are praying for them to 
embrace the light of God in Christ. Send them articles that reflect how you 
feel about the issues.
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Pray that God will open their eyes and cast down the strongholds that are 
blinding their hearts and minds. Pray for them by name every day, even 
multiple times a day. Do not underestimate the power and importance of 
fervent prayer.

Educate yourself about what can be done on the local level and ask God to 
show you what he would have you do. Our greatest need is to have a deep 
impact on the children and their parents. We cannot afford to lose another 
generation.

Ask God to give you his love for those who vehemently oppose Him and 
have embraced a culture of death and perversion. Ask Him to enable you 
to have a deeper love for Him.

As always, the Gospel message of the hope only found in Jesus Christ is the 
most important way to change the hearts and minds of those without 
Christ but sometimes it is through embracing an important issue that 
enables us to share what Jesus has done in our lives. 

Let’s pray. 
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