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To Know Him Is To Love Him

Text:  John 1:1–5

One of the biggest concerns confronting Christianity in America today is 
that our core doctrines are under attack. Oddly enough the attack is not 
primarily coming from atheists, agnostics, or others who are openly 
opposed to the gospel of Jesus Christ. It’s coming from those who consider 
themselves Christians. Many refer to themselves as Progressive Christians, 
but they definitely espouse a different gospel. Let me read you a quote 
from “White Horse Inn” a listener-supported radio show and podcast that 
is committed to calling the church back to the core doctrines of Christianity, 
specifically the teachings of the Protestant Reformation.

Progressive Christianity is a movement that is infiltrating and 
influencing the Evangelical church. Some of the most high-
profile Christian leaders are a part of it. This movement seeks 
to re-interpret the Bible, re-assess historic doctrines, and re-
define core tenets of the faith. While claiming the title 
“Christian,” and boasting a high view of the Bible, it is 
sweeping up many unsuspecting Christians into a false view of 
who God is and how he saves people…. The slow slide into 
progressive Christianity is so subtle it is almost 
imperceptible. Unless you know some basics. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%201:1-5&version=ESV


They go on to point out the basic Christian teachings from the scriptures 
that many Progressives deny as well as the things they affirm that are in 
opposition to the word of God.

DENY:  
The Atonement (which they call Cosmic Child Abuse) Biblical authority, 
original sin, the Deity of Jesus, the physical resurrection of Jesus, the virgin 
birth, the Trinity, the sinlessness of Jesus.

AFFIRMATIONS:   
LGBTQ Relationships and Marriage, Universalism / Universal 
Reconciliation (everyone saved in the end), The Gospel of Social Justice and 
Critical Theory, Pluralism (Religious pluralism is the idea that all roads 
lead to God, and no one religion holds ultimate truth when it comes to who 
God is and how he reveals himself to the unbeliever.

The reason I wanted to introduce my sermon from John 1:1–5 with this 
quote is because the Apostle John wrote his Gospel 2,000 years ago under 
similar circumstances. Our enemy is actually very predictable in how he 
seeks to undermine our belief in the authority of Scripture and sow doubts 
in our minds about what we claim to believe. Why would he come up with 
a different way of disrupting faith when the old ways continue to work?

In the Apostle John’s day the church had come under attack by those who 
believed that Jesus was not God, he did not rise from the dead, he was not 
sinless, and they denied the virgin birth. 

You can safely assume that by the time John is writing his Gospel, the faith 
of the believers to whom he writes was being challenged and was being 
undermined by the people who opposed the followers of Christ. Any 
cursory reading of the first three centuries of the Christian church makes it 
clear to us that they were not enjoying some tranquil existence, but that for 
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them to name the name of Jesus and to follow him was to put themselves 
in a position where they were daily confronted by terror and by all kinds of 
animosity, even persecution and death.  

Imagine the kind of things that would’ve been said to the followers of Jesus 
in those early days. Perhaps they were comments like these: 

Why is it that so few of Jesus’ own people actually became his 
followers? 

If Jesus himself was Jewish and came as he did in the fulfillment of the 
prophecies of old— why is it that so few from a Jewish background 
believed in Him? 

Why is it that when you look, largely, at the people who became his 
followers, most of them are just fishermen, common folk, tax collectors, 
and those who would not have been allowed to come to worship in the 
temple due to their sinful ways.

You have to look really, really hard to find any of the leading religious 
authorities of the community who were willing to follow Jesus.? 
They’re not following this Jesus, who do you think you are?

How did those within the early church react to those kinds of attacks? I 
think first of all the Apostles who walked with Jesus for three years before 
his crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension back to the Father remembered 
what he told them in the Upper Room on the last night before his arrest. In 
John 15:18 Jesus warns them, 

If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated 
you.  If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own; 
but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the 
world, therefore the world hates you. 
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In chapter 16:2–4, he begins by telling them in advance, 

They will put you out of the synagogues. Indeed, the hour is coming 
when whoever kills you will think he is offering service to God. And 
they will do these things because they have not known the Father, 
nor me. But I have said these things to you, that when their hour 
comes you may remember that I told them to you.

Towards the end of the book, John states his purpose for writing his gospel 
in 20:30–31, 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, 
which are not written in this book; but these are written so that you 
may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by 
believing you may have life in his name.

John wrote his Gospel in answer to the questions being raised within the 
early Christian community concerning the true identity of Jesus Christ and 
the purpose of His incarnation. He is Emmanuel, God with us. 
Understanding this was crucial if the gospel message was to be proclaimed 
effectively.

You will notice that John doesn’t begin with repeating the genealogy of 
Jesus as Matthew does. Or like Mark who starts at the beginning of Jesus’ 
ministry here on earth, or like Luke who starts with the birth of the Savior 
(the incarnation). 

John takes us back before the creation of the heavens and the earth. 
Anthropologists, geologists, physicists, and other scientific endeavors 
seeking to determine the age of our planet and indeed the universe seek to 
look back and determine how everything began. No matter what they are 
seeking to prove, or how far back they believe they can determine the age 
of the universe, if and when they get there they will find the incarnate Son 
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of God, Jesus the preexistent Word. For the Apostle John, understanding 
the true identity of Jesus had to come before anything else could be truly 
understood. That fact has not changed one little bit. 

Pastor and teacher Alistair Begg addresses the problem of understanding 
who Jesus really is, 

Many of us have mental pictures of Jesus which are, frankly, 
very unhelpful. We have pictures of Jesus holding a little lamb 
in his hands, with blond hair, strikingly wonderfully blue eyes, 
and sort of strolling around in a blissful environment where 
harps play, and the streams are flowing, and the bushes are all 
tranquil and lovely. That’s not a bad picture, as it stands, but it 
is actually very, very unhelpful in thinking about Jesus, and it’s 
one of the reasons that we have no physical description of 
Jesus in the whole of the biblical record. None! We’re only told 
that he “grew in … stature,” so we know that he progressed in 
his height and in his girth, but we do not have a physical 
description of him. And most of our mental pictures of Jesus 
owe more to artistic creativity than they owe to biblical 
theology. And every picture of Jesus that we may have, I can 
guarantee you, will mean that we have a concept of Jesus that 
is less than what God wants us to have of his Son. No matter 
how helpful it may be in part and how unharmful it may be 
ultimately in essence, nevertheless, it will not allow us to 
conceive of Jesus in the awesome way in which he is 
introduced to us here in the prologue of the Gospel of John. 

Even the words that John chose to use were from the Holy Spirit. “In the 
beginning was the Word…” The Greek word is Logos, and this same word is 
used to describe Jesus in Revelation 19:13, “He is clothed in a robe dipped 
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in blood, and the name by which he is called is The Word (Logos) of God.”  
John was affirming that not only was Jesus the Word (logos) that spoke in 
creation to bring about all things, but he will later show that He is also 
God’s final Word that serves as the bridge between man’s spiritual need 
and God’s answer to that need proclaimed through the Son in the Gospel. 
The child in the manger was the Son of God incarnate (in human flesh), but 
we must remember that it was the Son, not the Father or the Holy Spirit 
who was incarnate, the Son alone was incarnate. The Apostle John wanted 
his readers to grasp this truth; that the child lying in a manger, the infant 
born to Mary was responsible for placing the stars in the heavens, 
including the very one that led the Wise Men from the east to come and 
worship Him.

As Christians we believe that all Scripture is God’s Word and was revealed 
to the writers through the Holy Spirit and will only truly be understood 
through the witness of the Holy Spirit in our lives. But God – the Holy 
Spirit – used the Apostle to write this gospel. Early church tradition is that 
John wrote this gospel towards the end of his life. He outlived all the other 
disciples and was the only one not martyred, even though in Rome they 
tried and failed. He wrote the gospel of John after having lived 60–65 years 
after the death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus Christ.

He stayed the course and persevered to the end because he had seen the 
truth and glory of the risen Savior and understood why everything 
revolved around Jesus and his glory. Nothing could rob John of his 
understanding and commitment because of what he had seen and learned 
by being with Jesus. Also, John had experienced the anointing of the Holy 
Spirit that Jesus promised to send back to His disciples, that had carried 
him forward since Pentecost many years before. After all that had 
transpired since that beginning, John made the proclamation of Jesus 
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Christ’s identity and promises, of first importance. He knew what it was to 
behold Jesus face to face both here on earth and in the revelation given to 
him while in the Spirit that we can read about in the Book of Revelation.

One of my professors in seminary, Dr. Rod Whitacre, wrote the IVP 
commentary on the Gospel of John. He spent many years after getting his 
PhD from Cambridge studying this gospel and it completely changed his 
life. I want to read you a quote from him about this gospel,

We are at the outset of a story that will reveal to us the most 
profound mysteries of life. This story is simply about God, the 
glory of his character, the nature of his life, and his desire to 
share that life with his creatures. It is about God come 
amongst us and the mixed response he received to his offer of 
divine life. 

So we see that John’s opening echoes the beginning of Genesis 1:1, “In the 
beginning, God created the heavens and the earth….” Genesis refers to 
God’s activity at the beginning of the creation of the heavens and the earth, 
but John is introducing us to the one who existed before creation took 
place. In the beginning the Word already was, so we are made aware of a 
time before the beginning of things as we know them and of the one who 
existed outside of time and space. In this, we must learn to think of the Son 
of God as eternally existing. In other words, there has never been a time 
when He was not. Right from the beginning, John takes us to a place well 
outside of our comprehension and ability to explain or understand. 

At the very beginning of this gospel we are introduced to the truth found 
in Jeremiah 10:7, 
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Who would not fear you, O King of the nations?  For this is your 
due; for among all the wise ones of the nations and in all their 
kingdoms there is none like you.

 John begins with this understanding, 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were 
made through Him, and without Him was not anything made that 
was made.

The Holy Spirit, through John, affirms that the Word was God, but is 
distinct from God. These two truths seem impossible to reconcile logically, 
but both must be held as truth. Later in this gospel John will reveal more of 
the relationship between the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, but right up front 
he wants us to understand that their relationship has been from all eternity. 
The Synoptic Gospels—Matthew, Mark, and Luke—begin with the 
humanness of Jesus as a baby born of a virgin, but John jumps right in to 
reveal in the strongest terms the divinity of Jesus. So, the first thing that 
John shows us is that in the beginning the Word was. He was the eternally 
existing one and he was in the beginning with God. In other words, the 
Word has eternally co-existed together with God. This is one of the most 
profound verses on the Trinity in the Bible in that it makes a distinction of 
persons in the essential unity of the Godhead. The Word was not only with 
God but was God as well and it was through this Word that all things were 
created. Since creation is a function and activity of God, the Word is to be 
understood as God. John knew that in order to understand the identity of 
Jesus we must begin with the relationship that Jesus had with the Father 
“before the world began.” 

8



In verse 14 John writes, “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 
and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of 
grace and truth.”

James Montgomery Boice put it this way,

Everything that can be said about God the Father can be said 
about God the Son. In Jesus dwells all the wisdom, glory, 
power, love, holiness, justice, goodness, and truth of the 
Father. In Him, God the Father is known. 

Let’s look again at verses 4–5, “In him was life, and the life was the light of 
men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome 
it.”

Here at the outset we have the two most fundamental affirmations about 
Jesus in this Gospel, namely that he himself is the presence of God's own 
life and light, and that he makes this life and light available to human 
beings. In one profound sentence we have the central assertion of this 
Gospel concerning the revelation of the Son and the salvation he offers.

John wants the reader to allow this story of who Jesus really is to penetrate 
their hearts and allow Jesus to change them in such a way that through 
their lives his light will shine revealing the truth of his identity, and so it 
will reveal the glory described in these opening verses.

However, it will be a tragic story of conflict because humanity has been and 
still is in the darkness of rebellion. The shining of the light is an ongoing, 
continuous activity, for it is the very nature of light to shine. But when that 
light and life came amongst us as a human being, the darkness did not 
grasp, or master, the light; it neither comprehended it nor overcame it.
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As the story of Jesus in John’s gospel unfolds it will show both senses of 
this word to be true. The hope of John is that this revelation will be so 
profound that those who read or hear it will comprehend the wonder, 
majesty, love, and power of Jesus and allow His light to transform them 
into those who continually shine as well. John wants those who are 
transformed by Jesus to continue the story to those who remain in 
darkness.

In Luke’s gospel chapter 4:18–19, Jesus stands up and reads from a scroll 
containing Isaiah 61, 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to 
proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to 
the captives and recovering sight to the blind to set at liberty those 
who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

He was reading from a portion of the Old Testament that we read this 
morning. Isaiah chapters 61 and 62 were prophetic words declaring that the 
Messiah would come and restore all that had been lost. These were words 
that Israel held onto as the promise of their salvation. However, when Jesus 
arrived their hearts were hardened, and they couldn’t see him for who he 
really was. 

The intent of John’s gospel was to clear up any misunderstanding as to the 
identity of Jesus the Messiah. The concern that I have is that little has 
changed in the past 2,000 years. I’m afraid that many who profess to be the 
children of God still don’t fully grasp Jesus as the creator God, who is holy, 
glorious, majestic, unlimited in power and might. They love the idea of 
Him coming down to rescue us from our sin, have no notion that he came 
to set them free from sin. This requires acknowledgment that our sin 
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separates us from God and only when we come to Him by faith and 
repentance can we experience that transformation from darkness to light. 

Part of the problem is that a great deal of modern religious writers and 
teachers focus on the love and provision of God without understanding his 
absolute holiness, or the incomprehensible nature of God, or the 
unbelievable promises that he has made to those who have come to him by 
faith and repentance. Often we can’t see the disparity between God’s 
absolute holiness and the darkness of our sins. What will it be like to 
behold him face to face and live in his presence continually? I love our 
Epistle reading from Galatians 4:4–7, 

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his 
Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were 
under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. And 
because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our 
hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave, but a 
son, and if a son, then an heir through God.

Those who embrace the offer of the Father through the Son become part of 
the family of God and become eternal heirs of the Kingdom of God. I don’t 
think any of us can fully appreciate this gift. But we can grasp the penalty 
of rejecting the offer of God. They that choose to not allow God into their 
lives, will get just that, No God. There is no one who understands what 
that will be like. The disciples and many since the time of Christ have 
understood this and gave their lives up to obey the command of their 
Savior who mattered more to them than their own lives. Most of the time 
very few in a crowd would respond and sometimes none at all, but they 
didn’t stop because Jesus asked them not to.
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I’ve come to realize that most people don’t fully comprehend the joy and 
blessing of being in God’s wonderful presence without sin or sorrow, but 
we also can’t fathom the awfulness and hopelessness of Hell. The disciples 
understood the truth of the Gospel, but they also knew what it was to be 
with Jesus and to have his heart for those who are lost. John reminds us of 
who Jesus really is and as his Word unfolds we see his heart for those who 
can’t see or understand.

There is no way that any of us will be able to accomplish this task just 
because a preacher lays a guilt trip on us. I believe that this is a matter of 
asking the Holy Spirit to reveal the joy that will be ours for eternity, while 
at the same time giving us a holy burden for those who are lost. It doesn’t 
matter whether or not someone wants to hear the gospel, we must be 
faithful to tell the story of Jesus, so the seed can be planted. I have found 
that God can take my paltry efforts and use them for his glory.

Let me close with a prayer from The Valley of Vision, entitled Christlikeness:
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