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What Is To Be Our Greatest Investment?

Text:  Deuteronomy 6:1–9 

Since I was a kid my favorite sport to watch is football. I played football 
and baseball, but I actually liked baseball more primarily because the 
practices were less grueling, but I would much rather watch a good football 
game. For those of you who have followed pro and college football, the 
name Archie Manning is likely familiar. He played college ball for Ole 
Miss, and professionally for the New Orleans Saints, Houston Oilers, and 
the Minnesota Vikings. He is a two-time Pro Bowl selection, a first-
team All-American, and an inductee in the College and Pro Football Hall of 
Fame. 

You will also recognize the names Peyton and Eli Manning, two of Archie’s 
sons both who also were college standouts. Peyton at Tennessee and Eli at 
Ole Miss. Both had a remarkable pro football career, Peyton, with the 
Indianapolis Colts and Denver Broncos, and Eli with the New York Giants. 
Peyton was inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame in August of this 
year.

I have recently been reading about Arch Manning who is probably the 
biggest story today in High School football. He is the grandson of Archie, 
son of Cooper Manning, and nephew of Peyton and Eli. Arch plays for 
Newman High School in Louisiana. As a junior quarterback he is being 
recruited by some of the biggest college football programs in the country. 
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Many feel that he is more polished than any other high school quarterback 
and even potentially better than his grandfather and two uncles. 

Why do you think this legacy of gifted quarterbacks continues in the 
Manning family? Do you think it is a coincidence? To get to the level of 
play that these men have demonstrated means there is an intentional focus, 
and a passion for what they are doing, but I suspect it also has to do with 
the investment of time spent building relationships within the family. The 
father handing down to his sons and grandson the knowledge and skills he 
had learned.

Each of our passages this morning speaks to the absolute necessity of 
knowing, remembering, and teaching God’s Word, certainly to unbelievers, 
but especially to our children and our children’s children. The Book of 
Deuteronomy was mostly written on the plains of Moab as the second 
generation of the exodus prepared to enter the Promised Land under the 
leadership of Joshua. Their faithless parents all died in the wilderness, 
except for Joshua and Caleb, who remained faithful to God throughout the 
wilderness wanderings. The first generation died as punishment from God 
for rejecting his word and his promises to them, but the children had all 
been spared by God in order to preserve his holy people and maintain his 
promises to their forefathers.

In Deuteronomy chapter 4 Moses restated what covenant fidelity and 
loyalty to God look like in four categories: He gave the basic outline of 
obedience to God; he reminded them of lessons from the past; threats and 
hopes for the future and then a summation of the law. In chapter 5 Moses 
gave them an outline and brief explanation of the ten commandments and 
they all agreed that they would certainly obey the commands of God. In 
Deuteronomy 5:30–33, Moses writes God’s response to Israel’s assurance 
that they will be faithful.
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Go and say to them, “Return to your tents.” But you, stand here by 
me, and I will tell you the whole commandment and the statutes and 
the rules that you shall teach them, that they may do them in the 
land that I am giving them to possess. You shall be careful therefore 
to do as the Lord your God has commanded you. You shall not turn 
aside to the right hand or to the left. You shall walk in all the way 
that the Lord your God has commanded you, that you may live, and 
that it may go well with you, and that you may live long in the land 
that you shall possess.

Essentially, Moses reminded the children to remember what had happened 
to their parents and grandparents because they had ignored the Word of 
God. Moses restated the law and commands of God and encouraged them 
to be faithful so that it would go well with them, their children and 
succeeding generations. God had brought them through many trials and 
attacks from enemies and now they were preparing to enter the land that 
had been promised to their Father Abraham and his descendants, which 
they were.

Our passage this morning from Deuteronomy 6:1–9 was a reminder of the 
importance of remembering the law and commands of God and of teaching 
all that God commanded to their children if their nation was to flourish and 
be blessed. Let’s read together Deuteronomy 6:1–3,

Now this is the commandment—the statutes and the rule—that the 
Lord your God commanded me to teach you, that you may do them 
in the land to which you are going over, to possess it, that you may 
fear the Lord your God, you and your son and your son's son, by 
keeping all his statutes and his commandments, which I command 
you, all the days of your life, and that your days may be long. Hear 
therefore, O Israel, and be careful to do them, that it may go well 
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with you, and that you may multiply greatly, as the Lord, the God of 
your fathers, has promised you, in a land flowing with milk and 
honey.

One of the things that sticks out about the Book of Deuteronomy is the 
repetition of the importance of covenant loyalty and the reminder of what 
disobedience to the commands of God had cost their parents and 
grandparents as they wandered in the wilderness. The laws were given to 
benefit the people of God as they moved into the Promised Land. If they 
were loyal to the covenant they would be rewarded with blessings but if 
they did not they would suffer the judgment of God. In one form or 
another Moses repeated these points throughout the book.

Why? Let me illustrate. When I entered high school in the 10th grade, one 
of the classes was gym. The coach who was our teacher gathered us 
together on the first day to explain what was expected of us. The first thing 
was that each of us was to sign our name on a list on his clipboard. We 
were to write our last name first, and our first name last. He repeated that 
several times as he spoke to us. “Remember, write your name with last 
name first and first name last.” I thought to myself, “enough already! We 
get it!” Then I walked up and wrote, “Mike Moffitt.” There was a 
punishment involved but there isn’t time for that part of the story. I learned 
a valuable lesson that day. I had indicated that I wasn’t really interested in 
what the coach had to say, but after this I listened carefully to his 
instructions.

God knew the heart of the people and so Moses repeatedly declared to 
them that the highest priority of the covenant was loving and obeying the 
Lord in the present and passing on that love and the importance of 
obedience to future generations. These were not suggestions of how to live 
but commands on the way you must live according to the Lord. If they 
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would do that God promised that they would prosper as a nation and be at 
peace with their enemies. God would go before them in protection and 
blessing if they lived up to the commands of the covenant. 

The foundational part of this exhortation was built upon whether or not 
God’s covenant people loved the Lord their God. If they didn’t then the 
law would seem restrictive and burdensome. If they genuinely loved Him 
they would obey out of appreciation of the love, mercy, and grace that God 
had lavished upon them.

Our Psalm for this morning, Psalm 119:1–6, begins by affirming that the 
Psalmist wants to be among those who are blessed because they keep the 
law of God. 

As you read the entirety of this Psalm you see that the Psalmist sees the 
value of the written word of God as it is timeless, never changing and of 
more value than anything else. All the treasures of the earth did not 
compare to God. The revelation of God through his word exceeds creation 
in that it more fully reveals the clarity and definitive instruction of God.

Psalm 119 has 176 verses that reflect the author’s devotion to the law. 
Throughout the Psalm the writer speaks of his love and devotion to the 
Lord and because of this love he delights in keeping the law that he has 
given. He sees the love of God who wants his children to benefit from 
living in the way of blessing. He laments those times where he has broken 
the law and returns in repentance and fidelity. 

Let’s read Deuteronomy 6:4–9,

Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.  You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your might. And these words that I command you today shall be 
on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your children and 
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shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by 
the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. You shall bind 
them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between 
your eyes. You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and 
on your gates.

In Hebrew, these verses are known as the Shema ("hear" in Hebrew). It is 
the classic Hebrew confession of faith, describing who God is and what our 
duty is towards Him. The LORD our God, the LORD is one! This is the 
essential truth about God. He is a person and not a vague pantheistic force. 
Being one, He cannot be represented by contradictory images. Since the 
LORD our God is one, He is not Baal or Ashtoreth - He is the LORD God, 
and they are not. Israel’s focus must be on their God alone and all that he 
had revealed about himself through his word and presence.

In our gospel reading this morning from Mark 12:28–34, Jesus echoes the 
importance of this command. This command shows the totality of devotion 
that God requires for those who desire all that God desires for them. It 
requires ALL of their heart, soul and might. This is the language of 
complete devotion. God doesn’t merely demand obedience to the law or 
fidelity to a covenant, but he wants all of us. He wants us to share in his life 
and be transformed by his love for us.

Proverbs 23:26, 

My son, give me your heart, and let your eyes observe my ways.

Biblical faith will not be maintained in any family, country, or culture 
unless the truths of God are passed down from one generation to another. 
However, it isn’t merely truths that need to be passed down but a passion 
for them and the example of what single-minded devotion looks like. 
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This is one of the ways that God commanded Adam and Eve to build the 
kingdom of God on earth. They were to raise up their children to know and 
love the Lord God, their creator. When sin entered into the world it became 
necessary to teach future generations the ways of God in order to ensure 
that the knowledge of God was not lost. 

Moses commanded Israel to be diligent, faithful, and intentional about 
teaching their children God’s word and all the stories of God’s power and 
faithfulness to their forefathers. As long as they did that they experienced 
God’s blessing and provision but when they stopped it didn’t take long for 
their culture to plummet.

After Joshua led Israel into the Promised Land and they defeated the 
enemies of God and took possession of the land. Joshua reminded them of 
their covenant commitment to God and once again pointed out the 
importance of passing down God’s word from generation to generation. 
Joshua died and in Joshua 24:31 we read, 

Israel served the Lord all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the 
elders who outlived Joshua and had known all the work that God did 
for Israel.

Then in the book of Judges 2:11–15,

And the people of Israel did what was evil in the sight of the Lord 
and served the Baals. And they abandoned the Lord, the God of their 
fathers, who had brought them out of the land of Egypt. They went 
after other gods, from among the gods of the peoples who were 
around them, and bowed down to them. And they provoked the Lord 
to anger. They abandoned the Lord and served the Baals and the 
Ashtaroth. So the anger of the Lord was kindled against Israel, and 
he gave them over to plunderers, who plundered them. And he sold 
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them into the hand of their surrounding enemies, so that they could 
no longer withstand their enemies. Whenever they marched out, the 
hand of the Lord was against them for harm, as the Lord had warned, 
and as the Lord had sworn to them. And they were in terrible 
distress.

I would venture to guess that all this happened to Israel because they 
allowed their focus on the holiness of God’s name and his word to 
diminish. When it ceased being of primary importance to the parents then 
it was not passed down to the children and grandchildren. 

In one generation Israel had their hearts turned to the gods of other 
nations. 

Moses warned Israel about the consequences of idolatry in Deuteronomy 
4:25–27,

When you father children and children's children, and have grown 
old in the land, if you act corruptly by making a carved image in the 
form of anything, and by doing what is evil in the sight of the Lord 
your God, so as to provoke him to anger, I call heaven and earth to 
witness against you today, that you will soon utterly perish from the 
land that you are going over the Jordan to possess. You will not live 
long in it but will be utterly destroyed. And the Lord will scatter you 
among the peoples, and you will be left few in number among the 
nations where the Lord will drive you.

Moses knew the hearts of this people, as did the Lord God, so this warning 
was given but as always it was given with a promise too. Verse 29, “But 
from there you will seek the Lord your God and you will find him, if you 
search after him with all your heart and with all your soul.”
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 As I pointed out earlier, the primary reason that God’s people repeatedly 
turned away from the Lord and pursued the gods or idols of other nations 
is that they did not love the Lord. The Psalmist in Psalm 119 displays a 
passion for God, which made his word of such importance. Listen again to 
Psalm 119:2, 

Blessed are those who keep his testimonies and seek him with their 
whole heart.

 Listen to Psalm 119:14–16, 

In the way of your testimonies I delight as much as in all riches. I 
will meditate on your precepts and fix my eyes on your ways. I 
will delight in your statutes; I will not forget your word.

I encourage you to meditate on Psalm 119 over a period of weeks asking 
God to open your heart to the wonder of his word, and to recalibrate your 
love for him. Have you ever noticed how often we refer to the need for our 
hearts to be changed in our liturgy? Consider these examples of our 
prayers with the liturgy.

We pray for the cleansing of our hearts. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from you no secrets are hidden: Cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you… 

We confess our divided, misdirected hearts. 

Most merciful God…We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbor as ourselves. 

We come to the table. 
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Lift up your hearts; We lift them up to the Lord 

The Holy Bread and Wine is medicine for the healing of our hearts. 

The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in 
remembrance that Christ died for you and feed on him in your 
hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

The Apostle Paul encourages the church (people of God) in Philippians 4:6–
7,

do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 
God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Proverbs 4:23, “Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do 
flows from it.”

Author and philosopher, James K.A. Smith in his book You Are What You 
Love writes, 

You are not primarily a thinking creature—not primarily. You 
are a lover. Your desires and your passions and your longings 
are what shapes your life. So, you are what you love. And your 
heart is deeper and more hidden than you can see. You may 
not love what you think you love. So, guard your heart and 
tend your heart and watch over your passions and desires. 

What should be our takeaway this morning from this passage? I think there 
are at least three.

1.  As Christians, we should ask God to reveal the idols in our lives that 
have captured our hearts and focus and caused us to not to “love the Lord 
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with all our heart, all our soul and with all our might” and once revealed 
we should repent of those things and turn back to God. We all have a need 
to do this. 

2.   We should return our focus on God’s word and find ways to teach it to 
ourselves and to our children and grandchildren. For the past 1 ½ to 2 years 
we have been offering classes designed to deepen our understanding of 
God and our relationship with him. I notice that I will find a way to do the 
things that I really want to do.

3.  We should vote in the upcoming election for those who will uphold the 
teachings of God’s word both in issues of morality and in good 
stewardship of all that God has provided us. The issues in our country are 
many and the differences between candidates are clear. As a nation we are 
in grave danger and must return to the Word of God as our guide and 
authority even though it may cost us personally.

The hope for America lies in the prayers of God’s people as they return to 
faithful obedience to his word and teach it to their children and children’s 
children. Clearly our children will be learning from someone, it had better 
be us. It’s never too late when there is repentance and faithful obedience. 
Ask God to reveal your heart to you and invite him to transform your life 
and your priorities.

Let’s pray. 

©2021 Rev. Mike Moffitt
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