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A Sober Warning

Text: Hebrews 5:11–6:12 

Like many of you, I have for a long time been a fan of C.S. Lewis’ popular 
Christian allegory, The Chronicles of Narnia. In the seventh and final book 
entitled The Last Battle, one of the first things that those who have read the 
previous six books notice is that Susan Pevensie, one of the main characters 
from the beginning is noticeably absent. 

It’s disturbing because there is a scene, which effectively represents heaven, 
and Susan is not there. Even in the story, other characters ask why Susan is 
not there in glory with the rest. Peter, the oldest of the four children who 
had entered Narnia but who were now grown, answers, “My sister Susan, 
is no longer a friend of Narnia.” “Yes,” said Eustace, “and whenever you 
try to get her to come and talk about Narnia, she says, ‘What wonderful 
memories you have! Fancy you still thinking about all those funny games 
we used to play when we were children.’” 

Of course, this scene raises some very important issues, like when we get to 
heaven there are people whom we expected to see, but who won’t be there. 
We assumed that they were believers but as it turns out they weren’t. Lewis 
is describing someone who seemed to be a follower of Aslan, in other 
words, to be a Christian, but who ended up turning away. Eustace, one of 
the characters in three of the books, explains why: “she dismisses all their 
childhood memories as mere games, as if they didn’t really happen."
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In the Christian world this is called apostasy. An apostate is someone who 
once seemed to be a believer, but who later totally rejects Christ, turns 
away from the teaching and authority of God’s word, and leaves the 
church. Apostacy is a very sobering and scary issue because the one who 
once proclaimed their love for Christ and then turns back and walks away 
from Him walks away to destruction. 

This attitude is very prominent today among those who grew up in the 
church but later decide that Christianity, and especially the Bible, are 
merely fables and the writings believed by those who aren’t as scientifically 
sophisticated as the modern thinker. They often feel that religion is better 
left to those who need a simple explanation or a crutch to lean on. 

This morning I want us to briefly consider our passage from Hebrews, but 
first I want to comment on the similarity between our readings. What we 
are preparing to confront in Hebrews has been the issue of men’s hearts 
since the beginning. 

Each of our readings this morning describes a different circumstance of 
being in a dark place. 

In our gospel from Mark 10, it was a matter of a man being literally blind, 
who cried out to Jesus who in turn restored his sight. Bartimaeus hears that 
Jesus is passing by and refuses to be silent and addresses Jesus by his royal 
title of the Son of David, with loud cries. By his insistence that he be heard, 
Bartimaeus testified to who he believed Jesus to be. His boldness of faith in 
who Jesus was brought him to the place where Jesus made him well. The 
result was not merely that he was healed of blindness, but Mark writes that 
he followed Jesus on the way.

In the reading from Isaiah 59:9–20, Isaiah berates the people of Israel for 
having no interest in justice or righteousness but instead have given 

2

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+10:46%E2%80%9352&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+59:9-20&version=ESV


themselves over to spiritual darkness. God had given them his law and 
manifest presence, but they steadfastly rejected him. 

It’s a prophetic word that is also for us today because all around us we are 
seeing the results of what happens when men and women walk away from 
God’s word. When we allow the secular world that has cast God aside to 
teach our children that they are nothing more than evolved animals, then 
we should not be surprised with animal behavior. Perhaps you read the 
story from this past Thursday in Petersburg, Virginia of a six-year-old child 
who brought a knife to school and slashed the face of a classmate. Listen 
again to Isaiah 59:12–15a,

 For our transgressions are multiplied before you, and our sins 
testify against us; for our transgressions are with us, and we know 
our iniquities: 13transgressing, and denying the Lord, and turning 
back from following our God, speaking oppression and 
revolt, conceiving and uttering from the heart lying words. 14Justice 
is turned back, and righteousness stands far away; for truth has 
stumbled in the public squares, and uprightness cannot enter. 
15Truth is lacking, and he who departs from evil makes himself a 
prey.

Of course Isaiah proclaims the good news that it is the Lord’s character to 
bring light and defeat darkness in all its forms, even when it is due to poor 
choices or bad behavior. The passage ends with the promise from God that 
a redeemer is coming to Zion. God’s light and salvation are on the way, 
darkness cannot prevail forever. 

Today we know how God chose to do it. It was through His Son our Savior, 
Jesus Christ, but the issue now, like then, is that there must be a proper 
response to who Jesus is. That requires that we find out by discovering 
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what he said about himself through his word. If we want to know who God 
is as the Father, Son, or Holy Spirit we must return to the Scriptures where 
God has declared himself as to His character, nature, and commands. 
Psalm 33:11 says, “The counsel of the Lord stands forever, the plans of his 
heart to all generations.” 

Jesus declared in Matthew 24:35, “Heaven and earth will pass away, 
but my words will not pass away.” Numbers 23:19, “God is not man, that 
he should lie, or the son of man that he should change his mind. Or has he 
spoken, and will he not fulfill it?”

Last week, in our passage from Hebrews 4:12–16, we were reminded that 
the Book of Hebrews was written to Jewish Christians who were struggling 
with persecution and the threat of martyrdom. Many of them were 
tempted to return to their Jewish roots and the old Covenant that they were 
more familiar with. 

The writer of Hebrews encouraged them to stay the course and not be 
discouraged because the reward would be life with Jesus, their High Priest. 
Jesus, who was superior to Moses, Aaron and all the old sacrificial system 
and priesthood. Remaining faithful was the only way to receive the reward 
of reconciliation with God. In this morning’s reading from Hebrews 5:11–
6:12, the writer is showing them the consequences of turning back instead 
of pressing forward.

The writer had just pointed out to them the example of Jesus, who in his 
humanity and as a son, learned obedience through what he suffered. The 
reward for that suffering was that he was made perfect and became the 
source of eternal salvation to all who obey him. Then in 5:11 he tells them 
that he is worried about them because they have become dull in their 
hearing. Listen to Hebrews 5:11–14 in the Message, 
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I have a lot more to say about this, but it is hard to get it 
across to you since you’ve picked up this bad habit of not 
listening. By this time you ought to be teachers yourselves, yet 
here I find you need someone to sit down with you and go 
over the basics on God again, starting from square one—
baby’s milk, when you should have been on solid food long 
ago! Milk is for beginners, inexperienced in God’s ways; solid 
food is for the mature, who have some practice in telling right 
from wrong. 

He’s worried because they have placed themselves in a very vulnerable 
position spiritually. It wasn’t they were slow learners or that complex 
theological issues were going over their heads. The word for "dull" in the 
Greek is nōthros, which actually means lazy. They were acting like spiritual 
toddlers when by then they should have been mature believers who not 
only knew right from wrong, and good and evil but have the discernment 
to recognize the schemes of the enemy. Plus, they should by this time know 
what it is to follow Jesus faithfully without being swayed by every exciting 
new way to attract the unbeliever. 

I remember hearing once about our son Ben when was a toddler and with 
Teresa and Amy at the park, and he started to run out in the street to 
retrieve a ball, but a car was coming. Teresa screamed, “BEN STOP” and he 
did which prevented him from being run over. 

Well, he will be 44 next month so when we are together I won’t try to make 
sure he doesn’t run out into the street—I assume that he knows better. Let’s 
read again Hebrews 6:1–3,

Therefore let us leave the elementary doctrine of Christ and go on to 
maturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead 
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works and of faith toward God, and of instruction about washings, 
the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal 
judgment. And this we will do if God permits.”

The writer lists various teachings that were included in both Judaism and 
Christianity. Both had washings, baptism, laying on of hands, resurrection 
and judgment so it would be easy to slip back into Judaism. There isn’t 
anything on the list that is distinctively Christian. The writer is pointing 
out that you can believe or practice these things and still not be a follower 
of Jesus Christ—and not believe Him to be the Messiah. 

In this case, the elementary doctrines to move beyond are all items in the 
common ground between Christianity and Judaism. This was a safe 
common ground for these discouraged Jewish Christians to retreat back to. 

They didn’t want to abandon religion, but they did want to make it less 
distinctively Christian. Therefore, they were inclined to go back to this 
common ground to avoid persecution.

By living in this comfortable common ground, a person wouldn’t stick out 
so much. A Jew and a Christian together could say, “Let’s repent, let’s have 
faith, let’s perform ceremonial washings,” and so forth. However, the 
gospel message was that Jesus Christ is Lord of all because he went to the 
cross, died and was resurrected. Salvation was only found in him and to 
not include this was a subtle denial of Jesus. 

In many churches today, the message is often about love, unity and 
compassion which are all good things, but must be presented in the light of 
the resurrection and the need for repentance of sin. There is always the 
temptation to still be religious, but not so “fanatical” about Jesus. 

The writer of Hebrews is encouraging them to move deeper into their 
relationship with Christ and not simply focus on the “elementary school” 
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level of teaching. They needed to go deeper into the calling of Jesus upon 
their lives which would most likely also lead them into situations where 
they would be persecuted for their faith. It would also lead them to 
produce fruit for the kingdom of God. One always leads to the other.

The next section, Hebrews 6:4–6, is very difficult and many people are 
confused by these passages. Until Jesus returns there will always be some 
in the church who seem to be true believers but are not. Jesus warns about 
this in Matthew 7:22–23, 

“On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy 
in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many 
mighty works in your name?’ And then will I declare to them, 
‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.”

These are some of the most difficult passages in the Bible, but we must not 
shy away from them but ask the Holy Spirit for understanding because 
they are there for our instruction. There are several different views on this 
passage and none of them are without some problems. However, I think 
that seen through the context of the previous passages we can clear things 
up enough to get the point being made. Let’s read them,

For it is impossible, in the case of those who have once been 
enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, and have shared in 
the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the goodness of the word of God and 
the powers of the age to come, and then have fallen away, to restore 
them again to repentance, since they are crucifying once again the 
Son of God to their own harm and holding him up to contempt.

The warnings against apostasy in Hebrews, especially in chapters 6 and 10, 
are sobering. They're troubling because the author, especially in our 
chapter this morning from chapter 6, says if someone has participated in 
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the life of the new covenant community and heard preached the word of 
God, seen the Holy Spirit at work, tasted of the Lord through the Eucharist 
and then turns away, that turning away for that individual is not 
something that is going to be reversed because in that turning there reveals 
a hardening of the heart.

It's a very sobering thing. I think we need to realize that the author here is 
writing to a congregation. He's not presuming to read the hearts of every 
individual who will hear this sermon read aloud and he's not presuming to 
peek into the Lamb's Book of Life. So, he's really talking to people who 
have openly professed faith in Christ, but he knows that the new covenant 
church, like the old covenant community in the wilderness, that he points 
to in chapters 3 and 4, is a mixture of people who all seem to genuinely 
trust in Christ. 

For those people, he will say so clearly in chapter 7:25 that Christ is able to 
save to the uttermost those who approach God through him. But others 
who may be professing faith in Christ but don't have a genuine saving 
faith, he says for them the very fact of their being associated with the 
church and then turning away means a more severe judgment.

Many people have attended church all their lives without knowing what it 
is to know Jesus Christ personally as savior and Lord. So, it is a warning 
but not to call us to be living in constant fear, but it is to call for us to love 
one another with a proactive love, to hold onto one another, to encourage 
and exhort one another in case there is someone who is weak and falling 
away. 

Ultimately, our calling is to encourage one another and to hold fast, 
knowing that God holds fast to his own people, and he uses us to make 
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that perseverance take place in the lives of his people. Paul exhorted the 
church in 2 Corinthians 13:5,

Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith. Test 
yourselves, or do you not realize this about yourselves, that Jesus 
Christ is in you—unless of course you fail to meet the test.

Hebrews is written to deepen and strengthen the joy of our assurance in 
God, and one of the strategies of the book is to expose false assurances and 
fleeting pleasures. That’s what we are reading in Hebrews 6:4–8. This 
passage says that there is a spiritual condition that makes repentance and 
salvation impossible. And it says that this condition may look in many 
ways like salvation, but it isn’t. And it leads to destruction. And so this text 
is a warning to us not to assume that we are secure when our lives have 
some religious experiences but are not growing fruit. And the reason for 
showing us this serious situation is so that we will flee from it and move to 
solid ground and lasting joy.

The writer warns the church that to turn away from faith in Jesus Christ is 
to crucify him again and because of this they would never again be 
restored to repentance. There are two reasons this is the case.

First is that Christ was crucified the first time to make his people pure and 
holy. That’s why he shed his blood. Hebrews 13:12 says, 

Jesus also suffered outside the gate that he might sanctify the people 
through his own blood.

He died to sanctify us. He died to make us pure and holy and devoted to 
him (see Hebrews 9:14; Titus 2:14). So, when we turn our backs on purity 
and holiness and devotion, which his cross was designed to bring about, 
we say yes to the impurity and worldliness and unbelief that nailed him 
there in the first place. This means we crucify him again.
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Second, when a person chooses against Christ and turns back to the way of 
the world and the sovereignty of his own will and the fleeting pleasures of 
earth, he says in effect that these are worth more than Christ is worth. They 
are worth more than the love of Christ and the wisdom of Christ and the 
power of Christ and all that God promises to be for us in Christ. And when 
a person says that it is the same as saying, “I agree with the crucifiers of 
Jesus.” Because what could shame Christ more today than to have someone 
taste his goodness and wisdom and power and then say, “No, there is 
something better and more to be desired.” That puts him to a public shame.

I have known people who seemed to be very committed to their faith in 
Jesus Christ but when a tragedy or downturn happened in their lives they 
turned away. They seemed to become extremely hardened to God and 
actually became those who mocked Christianity as a sham. Teresa and I are 
praying for two of our old friends that seem to have done that and my 
heart breaks for what I know is coming unless they turn back. The writer of 
Hebrews likens this to a field that receives the same rain and nourishment 
as another but continues to be barren and fruitless. 

Let’s read Hebrews 6:7–8, 

For land that has drunk the rain that often falls on it and produces a 
crop useful to those for whose sake it is cultivated, receives a blessing 
from God. But if it bears thorns and thistles, it is worthless and near 
to being cursed, and its end is to be burned.

In our Old Testament reading from Isaiah 59 we read of God calling his 
people Israel to repentance and renewed faith so that they could be 
released from exile. They seemed unable to help themselves, so God took 
the initiative and determined to mediate on their behalf. He would become 
the divine warrior who would defeat their enemies and restore them as the 

10

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+59:9-20&version=ESV


faithful people of God. The New Testament teaches us that God the 
redeemer came to Jerusalem in the person of Jesus Christ in fulfillment of 
this promise. Paul confirmed this in Romans 11:26–27,

And in this way all Israel will be saved, as it is written, “The 
Deliverer will come from Zion, he will banish ungodliness from 
Jacob”;  “and this will be my covenant with them when I take away 
their sins.”

For anyone to turn away from this kind of outpouring of love should be 
unthinkable and yet Israel and many within the organized church have 
spurned God’s affection and overtures of love.

The story in our gospel reading is short and sweet but has the effect of 
teaching us the proper way to respond to the kindness and mercy of God. 
We should follow Him out of thankfulness for his love anticipating that the 
more we do so, the better we will know him. Knowing God through Jesus 
Christ should be our passion and greatest desire. If it isn’t, then perhaps 
this should serve as a warning that something else has taken his place in 
the heart. This is a sobering thought.

I love the way the writer of Hebrews closes out this section with words of 
encouragement,

Though we speak in this way, yet in your case, beloved, we feel sure 
of better things—things that belong to salvation. For God is not 
unjust so as to overlook your work and the love that you have shown 
for his name in serving the saints, as you still do. And we desire each 
one of you to show the same earnestness to have the full assurance of 
hope until the end, so that you may not be sluggish, but imitators of 
those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.
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As I said previously, this is a very sobering passage of Scripture, and we 
must take seriously our walk with Christ but also ask him for help with 
perseverance. He encourages us to look at our own lives in him and ask the 
Lord to remind you how far you have come in your faith. This chapter of 
Hebrews should serve as a reminder and a warning that we have an enemy 
who longs to deceive us into believing that we are fine just as we are. It was 
a nice and kind thing to hear from Mr. Rogers, but Jesus would have us 
continually reaching out to know him more, thereby producing the fruit of 
our labor. 

A pastor friend of mine shared with me that he felt the Holy Spirit leading 
him to pray, “Lord show me what I need.” It's an invitation for God to 
reveal what He wants for us in Christ and submit to that.

Let’s pray. 

©2021 Rev. Mike Moffitt
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