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Text: John 17:20–26 

Many of you may remember the movie The Sound of Music that came out in 
America in 1965. It starred Christopher Plummer as Captain Von Trapp and 
Julie Andrews as Maria, a postulate at Nonnberg Abby in Salzburg, 
Austria.  

The Sound of Music was based on the 1949 memoir of Maria von Trapp, The 
Story of the Trapp Family Singers. Set in Austria on the eve of the annexation 
of Austria into Nazi Germany in 1938, the musical tells the story of Maria, 
who takes a job as governess to a large family while she decides whether or 
not to become a nun. She falls in love with the children, and eventually 
their widowed father, Captain von Trapp. He is ordered to accept a 
commission in the German navy, but he opposes the Nazis. He and Maria 
decide on a plan to flee Austria with the children. It was a wonderful story, 
and I may try to find it and watch it again.

This past week the Lord brought the movie to my remembrance as I prayed 
about the direction He wanted me to go in this sermon. Let me explain.

When the movie came out my parents and a couple they hung around with 
decided to go and see the movie which was said to be a real blockbuster 
musical. The other couple had a son my age who I knew pretty well. We 
were both 11 years old and this movie didn’t sound like anything we 
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would be interested in. It didn’t sound like there would be cowboys, 
football, or any monsters so we were reluctantly dragged off to see this 
“dumb ole movie.”

The movie is well over two hours long but as it ended up it wasn’t long 
enough for me. I loved everything about it and even the music was 
wonderful, but it also introduced me to Julie Andrews. I thought she was 
beautiful and had a wonderful singing voice. I was smitten, but of course, 
like with all youthful crushes it soon passed and other things got my 
attention that were more in tuned with an 11-year-old boy, like building 
wagons out of Masonite. 

As I thought back about that time period I realized that I didn’t have a 
crush on Julie Andrews, I had a crush on Maria, the character she played, 
or the screen version of Maria Von Trapp. I later read that the movie did not 
come close to revealing the temperament of the real Maria. Though the 
movie was enjoyable, if Maria had been portrayed in a way that revealed 
the real Maria, it would likely not have been as successful. In other words, 
the Maria that Hollywood offered the moviegoer assured the movie would 
be a commercial success. 

I firmly believe that today many well-meaning Christian leaders seek to 
present a God who is marketable and appealing to the unbeliever.

Writer Calvinist Picard in an article for “Theology Mix” wrote, 

In the land of the American Dream the concept of reckless 
abandon for the cause of Christ seems foreign and our 
tendency is to gradually, but persistently, adapt the radical 
message of the gospel with the cultural climate in which we 
live. In this way we think ourselves clever by marketing the 
message of Christ to a greater audience. However, the danger 
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of making the message marketable is that you also eventually 
make it meaningless. When we commercialize Christianity it’s 
just another “expensive ad for something cheap” (quoted 
phrase by Caedmon’s Call). 

The reality of the gospel is true, powerful, cutting, and 
transforming whether it’s presented in American 
megachurches or the caves of China. As evangelicals spend 
billions on bigger buildings, technological advances, and 
entertainment-driven programs, our brothers and sisters 
around the world must wonder if the Christ they know and the 
one we market are one and the same. 

In a recent article in the “Federalist” Sean Davis wrote,

We have gone from a country that worshipped and celebrated 
God and those who love Him, to a country that tolerated God, 
to one that was annoyed by God and His people, to one that 
openly disdains and hates anyone who doesn't worship at the 
secular altar of the state. Christian culture seems to be waning, 
while cancel culture is ascendant. 

This has been gradually happening over the last 20 years or more but 
recently I have noticed that often I hear people speak of God in such a way 
that it makes me wonder if they really know Him. I find that most people 
don’t mind it at all if you talk about our need for God as long as you don’t 
go too far and talk about sin or repentance, or suggest that the Bible is 
God’s word to us, and the only rule for faith and practice. To actually claim 
that bowing our knee to Jesus Christ, embracing Him as Savior and Lord as 
the only way to salvation, is to be branded a narrow-minded bigot who is 
full of hate. You don’t often hear much about the God who is holy, holy, 
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holy, or the God of power that King Jehoshaphat turned to when all of 
Judah and Jerusalem were under threat from their enemies.                         

Listen again to 2 Chronicles 20: 5–9, 

And Jehoshaphat stood in the assembly of Judah and Jerusalem, in 
the house of the Lord, before the new court, 6and said, “O Lord, God 
of our fathers, are you not God in heaven? You rule over all the 
kingdoms of the nations. In your hand are power and might, so that 
none is able to withstand you. 7 Did you not, our God, drive out the 
inhabitants of this land before your people Israel, and give it forever 
to the descendants of Abraham your friend? 8And they have lived in 
it and have built for you in it a sanctuary for your name, saying, 9 “If 
disaster comes upon us, the sword, judgment, or pestilence, or 
famine, we will stand before this house and before you—for your 
name is in this house—and cry out to you in our affliction, and you 
will hear and save.“                                                                                                

Does it seem to you that Jehoshaphat was trying to be culturally relevant as 
he cried out to God? No, he was acutely aware that their only hope was if 
God came to their rescue. He was crying out to the only one who could 
save them. Though he was the King of Judah, and there were hundreds of 
thousands under his rule and authority, he knew that God was the King of 
all kings, and all things in heaven and on earth were subject to His rule and 
authority. There was no one like God and nothing could thwart His holy 
will. In 2 Chronicles 20:12 Jehoshaphat cuts right to the heart of the matter, 

O our God, will you not execute judgment on them? For we are 
powerless against this great horde that is coming against us. We do 
not know what to do, but our eyes are on you.
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In that moment of humility and vulnerability the King of Judah acted like a 
king of great wisdom. What was the response from God? He sends Jahaziel 
the son of Zechariah with this word from the Lord, 

Listen, all Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem and King Jehoshaphat: 
Thus says the Lord to you, ‘Do not be afraid and do not be dismayed 
at this great horde, for the battle is not yours but God’s.' 

At this, verse 18 says 

Then Jehoshaphat bowed his head with his face to the ground, and all 
Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem fell down before the Lord, 
worshiping the Lord.

King David is the author of Psalm 101 that we read this morning. Within 
this Psalm he affirmed his loyalty to the Lord his God and pledged his 
obedience to his will. He pledged to practice holiness in his own life, but as 
king he would seek to root out evil from his kingdom. Of course he did not 
do this perfectly and he grievously sinned against God on several 
occasions, but this always led him to repentance and God forgave his sins 
because David acknowledged that God’s law that he had violated was holy 
because the God who gave the law was holy. 

It is no longer considered unusual for liberal politicians to claim their belief 
and faith in God while embracing godless policies. The pertinent question 
has become, “what god are they claiming to believe in?” Today the once 
United States has become a fractured people governed by a majority bent 
on destroying the foundation upon which we were built. Once a republic 
that stood as “one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice 
for all” has now become a nation deeply divided.
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At the same time there is a groundswell of people who love the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who love his holy word, but also love this country that God has 
given us. The headline in a recent article in Breitbart News stated, 

San Francisco Archbishop Salvatore Cordileone has publicly 
called out Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) and President Joe Biden 
for supporting abortion while claiming to be devout Catholics. 

  It went on to say, 

Characterizing abortion as “the preeminent human rights issue 
of our time,” Cordileone then defended the Catholic position 
that pro-abortion politicians should be denied Holy 
Communion to avoid scandalizing the faithful and, most of all, 
to bring the politicians to repentance. 

Daily there are reports of the current administration seeking to force 
policies upholding the rights of those who want to infect the minds of our 
children by teaching a different view of our history, teaching that what has 
always been seen as sexual perversion is actually normal and to be 
celebrated, and other equally disturbing lies designed to undermine our 
way of life as a free nation.

But while all this is happening and we receive a steady diet of the insanity 
from the liberal press, there is a powerful move of God that is not being 
reported by the mainstream media but can be found through other sources.

Some of you have heard and are familiar with the Family Research Council, 
a public policy organization that provides research and advocacy on issues 
related to religious freedom. They held a three-day Summit this past week 
at Cornerstone Chapel in Leesburg, Va. They had many wonderful 
speakers consisting of members of Congress, religious leaders, leaders of 
political activist groups fighting to defend the Christian faith and restore 
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our nation. One of the speakers was Pastor Andrew Brunson. I was familiar 
with some of his story—it was on national news and we prayed for him 
during the two years he was imprisoned in Turkey.

In 1993, Andrew Brunson was asked to travel to Turkey, the largest 
unevangelized country in the world, to serve as a missionary. He and his 
wife Norine were initially hesitant because of the danger and difficult task 
of being a Christian in a hostile Muslim nation. It was every bit as difficult 
as they had believed but they also had successes in starting new churches 
in places where people had never met a Christian. However, along with 
success came suspicion, and in 2016 they were arrested. They eventually 
released his wife and he encouraged her to go back home until this was 
resolved. She refused and stayed in Turkey as the only one allowed to visit 
her husband. He was accused of espionage, stealing state secrets, and 
planning an uprising. He was eventually released after two years and has 
written a book entitled God's Hostage. 

The reason I wanted to bring his story into my sermon is because of the 
things he said on Wednesday night that really struck a chord with me. He 
talked about what it was like for him in a Turkish prison where he was 
tortured and treated as a criminal. After the first year he said, “I broke.” He 
didn’t discuss what his breaking entailed but it seemed to include giving 
up his testimony as a Christian. He felt alienated from God, could hardly 
pray, and for a while began to doubt the existence of God. He was 
miserable and one day out of desperation he cried out to God, and he said, 
“I heard myself saying, Jesus I love you. Jesus I love you. I realized that I 
did love him, I loved Jesus.”  Over the remaining time that he was 
imprisoned he focused on what God had done in him during his 
incarceration. God had deepened his love for the Lord and brought him to 
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the place where God was all he had and that was okay, he was all he 
needed.

He told the crowd at Cornerstone Chapel in Leesburg, and the thousands 
watching online that he realized that God had many admirers, many 
servants, but He doesn’t have many lovers. A lover is willing to suffer for 
his beloved. He asked the question, “what would it look like if the interests 
of Jesus were more important than your own interest?” He asked, “Can 
God trust you? If He leaves you in silence, and doesn’t give you what you 
feel you need, will you still serve him? Will you still love him?” 

Pastor Brunson admitted that there was a part of being in prison that he 
missed. He missed the horrible conditions of prison that caused him to 
latch on to God and he missed the desperation that caused him to focus 
solely on Jesus. He left the listeners with this exhortation, “Pursue the heart 
of God and everything will come into right alignment. Lean on your 
beloved.”

Last week we ended with a brief look at our gospel passage from John 
17:20–26 and I said that we would return to that today. John 17 is called the 
“High Priestly” prayer of Jesus. In verses 1–5 Jesus is praying for His own 
glorification. In verses 6–19 he prayed for the disciples, setting them apart 
from the world as those who had been given to Him in a special way by the 
Father. 

In verses 20–26 Jesus prayed for those who would later believe in Him, 
requesting that they be unified and one day be brought to be with Him. He 
wasn’t simply praying that we would all get along, but “that they may be 
one, just as you Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, 
so that the world may believe that you sent me.”
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This unity is not just for spiritual unity between the believer and God but 
an outward unity that is evident to an unbelieving world. The key to 
understanding this is seeing that we have access to the Father but only 
through the Son. There is no back door or other way to gain access to the 
Father. To reject the Son is to lose all hope of reaching the Father and shows 
that the gift of life achieved through the cross of Christ is rejected and 
considered unimportant. We must be so very clear about this. This is non-
negotiable. That is the offer of the gospel, and anything else is a lie from the 
enemy. 

Jesus was sending the disciples on a mission just as the Father had sent 
Him (v. 18), and the very purpose of their life together is to bear witness to 
the Father and the Son. Their purpose would be the same because the unity 
they experienced would be the same. This unity flows from a common life 
that is characterized chiefly by an amazing love that would enable the 
world to see that the Father has loved the disciples as he has loved the Son. 
In other words, the love the Father has for Jesus is the same love he has for 
believers, indeed for the whole world (3:16). The believers are to embody 
this love and thereby provide living proof of God's gracious character, 
which is his mercy, love, and truth. 

As I pointed out last week, it doesn’t take long to realize that the truths 
taught in God’s word and particularly the gospel are incompatible with the 
demands of our culture that there are many truths and therefore many 
ways to God or gods. This is the foundation upon which Christianity is 
built and like God’s nature and character, it will never change.

Let’s focus briefly on John 17: 22–24, 

“The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they 
may be one even as we are one, 23I in them and you in me, that they 
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may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent 
me and loved them even as you loved me. 24Father, I desire that they 
also, whom you have given me, maybe with me where I am, to see my 
glory that you have given me because you loved me before the 
foundation of the world.”

In the Greek language the word used for “glory” is Doxa which means 
dignity, honor, splendor, majesty, a thing belonging to God. How is it that 
Jesus could give us His glory? There are many ways that Jesus gives His 
glory to His people. Those who pursue a relationship with Christ can 
experience the glory of His presence in worship and prayer, the glory of 
His word coming alive in us, the glory of His Spirit indwelling us, the glory 
of His power moving in and through us. 

Remember that the writer of the Book of Hebrews tells us in Hebrews 1: 3 
that Jesus is “the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his 
nature, and he upholds the universe by his word of power.” 

When we are made one with him, we inherit the glory that is his to give us. 
In all this, there is the essential aspect of the presence of Jesus, God the Son. 
Scripturally speaking, when God gives or displays His glory to His people, 
it is some type of manifestation of God’s presence. God’s glory is, in some 
way, the radiance or shining of His presence, His essential nature. When 
that is not what we are projecting by our witness, perhaps as Andrew 
Brunson suggests, we are not pursuing our relationship with Christ and 
things are out of alignment with him. 

The Apostle Paul taught that Jesus gives His glory to His people. 2 
Corinthians 4:6, 
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For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in 
our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in 
the face of Jesus Christ.

There’s another way to understand the glory of God that the Father gave to 
the Son. The glory often appeared humble, weak and suffering. It was glory 
that was ultimately displayed in radical sacrifice. The glory of Jesus is 
almost the opposite of the self-glory and vainglory of man.

John 12:16 and 12:23, 

His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus 
was glorified, then they remembered that these things had been 
written about him and had been done to him…. And Jesus answered 
them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.”

Paul pointed out in Philippians 2:8, “And being found in human form, he 
humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on 
a cross.”  This humiliation was the entrance or path through which Jesus, 
the Mediator entered into glory by resurrection, ascension, and exaltation 
at the right hand of the Father. 

We can see through the High Priestly prayer of Jesus why he would be 
willing to submit himself to such humility and suffering. In verse 24 Jesus 
desired that all those whom the Father had given him would be with him 
and see him in all the glory that the Father had given him before the 
foundation of the world. 

Yesterday afternoon I thanked the Lord that our sweet Marion is seeing 
what we long to see. This is why we pursue God with all our strength that 
one day we will behold Jesus face to face. There’s another reason that we 
find in our epistle reading from 1 Peter 2: 10–12, 
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Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you 
had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 11Beloved, 
I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of 
the flesh, which wage war against your soul. 12Keep your conduct 
among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against you 
as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the 
day of visitation.

We are called to be a witness to those who are hostile to the things of God 
so that they can see the glory of Christ. Hopefully, it will lead to their 
salvation and they too can live to glorify God through Christ our Lord.

Let’s pray. 
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