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What Are the Greater Things?

Text:  John 14:12–17

I once read an old story about a man in Europe who wanted to travel to the 
United States. In those days, the only way to get here was by ocean liner. 
He worked hard, saved up his money and finally put together enough to 
buy a one-way ticket. Then he bought a suitcase and filled it with cheese 
and crackers. That would be his food for the three-week journey because it 
was all he could afford.

The ship set sail and every day the other passengers went into the large 
dining hall to eat their meals. The man went to his suitcase and took out 
some cheese and crackers. He could smell the delicious aromas wafting up 
out of the dining room emanating from the wonderful meal being served, 
but he went to a corner and ate his cheese and crackers. After the meal, he 
heard some of the passengers talk about how full they were. This only 
exacerbated the agony and the man really wanted to join the others in the 
dining hall, but he had no extra money. Sometimes he would lie awake at 
night, dreaming of food.

Toward the end of the trip, another man came up to him and said, “Sir, I 
can’t help but notice that each time a meal is served, you go over to that 
corner and eat cheese and crackers. Why don’t you come into the banquet 
hall and eat with us?”
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The traveler was embarrassed, but finally admitted, “Well, to tell you the 
truth, I only had enough money to buy the ticket. There was no money left 
over for the meals.” The other passenger raised his eyebrows in surprise. 
He said, “I am so sorry to hear that. Did no one tell you that the meals are 
included in the price of the ticket? Your meals have already been paid for.”

I have found a similar misunderstanding among those who consider 
themselves Christians. They are generally grateful that Jesus died for their 
sins, and they look forward to the day when they go to Heaven. More often 
than not they strive to live a moral life, are faithful church attenders, 
involved in Bible studies, and often volunteer for outreach ministries. All of 
these are in and of themselves commendable and should be done. They 
hear about Christians being persecuted in various places around the world 
and say a prayer for them or donate money to ministries providing 
outreach to those who are struggling, again a commendable thing to do. 

Meanwhile, within our own country, we are experiencing divisions in 
almost every area of our national life. These divisions are not merely 
political, but reveal serious fracturing along the lines of race, economics, 
views of sexuality, and differing views of religion. Ethics is seen as 
situational and personal preference, and this is true of morality as well. 
Chaos ensues as we read of rioting, and proposals to teach our children 
Critical Race Theory, and a new more progressive view of gender identity. 
All these things demand a Christian response based on God’s word, and it 
demands that Christians have the courage to stand and fight against the 
godless demands of a fallen people. In truth that has always been the case 
down through history and Jesus came to redeem those caught up in the 
bondage of lies and misery.

In addition, we have a worldwide pandemic that has infected almost 200 
million. We hear of India and Nepal being in crisis due to Covid-19 and 
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major flooding. This is on top of the poverty and sickness already there. We 
read of many African nations struggling with Covid-19 and severe religious 
persecution. Many people around the world are asking the question, why 
is this happening? 

The Bible tells us that we live in a fallen world because man chose his own 
selfish desires and ambitions over the commands of God. He still does and 
that’s why Jesus came to bring reconciliation between God and humanity 
by laying down his life for our sins. It’s also why he left instructions for 
how his disciples should live and proclaim the gospel message throughout 
the world, and he left promises concerning the source of their strength and 
power. Why? Because he knew they were going to need to know that 
without the authority of the name of Jesus and the power of the Holy 
Spirit, they were going to get creamed. 

If we have assumed that the Christian life would be easy and we would 
wake up every morning to bluebirds singing and bright sunshine in our 
world, and everything would just be wonderful, we have been deceived. 
There is a war for the souls of men that has been going on since sin entered 
our world. 

Now don’t misunderstand what I’m saying. We still have bluebirds, and 
they are still singing and by God’s grace the sun still shines and there is 
evidence all around us of God’s love and creative genius. His glory is still 
revealed, and we should bow down in thankfulness for all that God has 
done. We should also invite the Lord to raise us up for his glory and use us 
for the wellbeing of those around us. 

If we are followers of Jesus Christ, we have an important job to do, and it’s 
the same job that was given to the original disciples and we have been 
given the same power and authority enabling us to do it. The problem 
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comes when God’s people forget and become distracted by other things. 
When problems explode all around us and our world seems to be 
unraveling, we may wonder how this happened all of the sudden. The 
answer of course is that it didn’t happen all of the sudden, but it did 
happen on our watch.

Mark Batterson in his book, All In: You Are One Decision Away From a Totally 
Different Life writes, 

The gospel costs nothing. We cannot buy it or earn it. It can 
only be received as a free gift, compliments of God’s grace. So 
it costs nothing, but it demands everything. And that is where 
most of us get stuck — spiritual no-man’s-land. We’re too 
Christian to enjoy sin and too sinful to enjoy Christ. We’ve got 
just enough Jesus to be informed, but not enough to be 
transformed. 

Some may hear this and think it sounds a bit harsh, but is it?

For the past three weeks we have considered what it means to know God 
intimately, and personally. The first week we considered a little of what the 
Bible had to teach us on experiencing the presence of God. We weren’t 
talking about the fact that God is omnipresent; meaning he is in all places 
at all times throughout the universe, but how has God revealed himself in 
tangible ways that enabled people to be aware of his presence. We 
considered examples of people in the Bible that God came to and 
manifested himself in various ways that demonstrated that he was desiring 
that he be known to them. 

We also saw that none of them were approached because of their 
righteousness or particular gifts or talents they possessed. God came to 
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them to reveal that he alone was God and the Lord of all, and he had 
something for them to do. He wants to be known by those he has created. 

We considered the question: “Are we right to hope for a continual and 
conscious sense of God’s presence?” I concluded that If you are a Christian, 
one who has come to Christ by faith and committed your life to him as 
Savior and Lord, then asking for his manifest presence is a realistic prayer. 
I’m persuaded of it. Does it come with a price? Of course, because he will 
always put you in places to teach you obedience and show how necessary 
it is to trust him for all things. God almost always will stretch his children 
in ways that are uncomfortable, but life-giving. The question becomes, do 
you think Jesus is worth it?

The second week we considered the difference between happiness and joy. 
Happiness is external and is dependent on the circumstances that we find 
ourselves in. However, joy is internal, and it is based upon something far 
more dependable. The joy that the Bible speaks of is rooted in the life and 
character of God himself, and in his working out the redemption of this 
world, and of his people through the death and resurrection of his son, 
Jesus Christ. Real joy comes from having a personal and intimate 
relationship with God. We saw examples in the Book of Hosea of God 
inviting the children of Israel to return to him and stop playing the harlot 
with pagan gods. They would never find real joy there because it was only 
available through the one true and living God, who himself is joy. We saw 
that Nehemiah reminded Israel that, “the joy of the Lord is your strength”. 

Last week we considered the ministry of reconciliation from 2 Corinthians 
5:14–21. We came with the understanding that God sent his Son because he 
wants us to know him intimately and experience the profound joy that is to 
be found in him alone. In order for this to be realized something had to 
happen that only God could do. The image of God in man was badly 
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marred, and man had shown himself to consistently chose for everything 
but God, even when it always ended tragically. The god of this world seeks 
to provide imitations of joy but that is all they are. And they always 
disappoint. What God has for us in Christ can’t be replicated by anything 
or anyone else and it is only through Christ can we be reconciled to God.

There were two points that I wanted us to understand from our passage:

1. The only way to be reconciled to God is to die with Christ.

2. Those who have done so are a new creation and should model the 
example of Christ in how they live and what they reveal about God 
through their lives.

That brings us to today’s text from John 14:12–17 and we want to try and 
understand what Jesus was teaching his disciples concerning the “greater 
works” they would do because he was returning back to the Father, 
hopefully this will enable us to reboot and get back to the call of God upon 
his church.

Let’s read John 14:12, 

Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the 
works that I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I’m 
going to the Father.

Some have concluded that the disciples would do greater and more 
astounding works than Jesus but of course, what is greater than raising the 
dead, walking on water, feeding thousands with only a few loaves of bread 
and a few fish, healing the blind, the deaf, the lame, and having complete 
authority over the demonic. This way of understanding this verse has a 
hard time gaining traction because it’s difficult to imagine what would be 
more impressive than those miracles.
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Some have suggested that the greater works would be measured in 
quantity of the miraculous. After all, Jesus was only here around three 
years and his disciples both then and now would certainly have been 
involved with a greater quantity of miraculous works than Jesus had time 
to do. The problem with that viewpoint is that Jesus specifically said 
greater works. In the Greek language there were other ways of saying that 
those who believed would do more works but that isn’t what he said.

Others believe that we are not presently seeing the demonstrations of the 
miraculous because Jesus was very specific that, “whoever believes in me 
will also do the work that I do, and even greater works than these…” 
Perhaps the issue is that we aren’t seeing these things because we have 
such little faith.

The problem here is that John uses the phrase “whoever believes in me” 
twelve times in his gospel and each time it speaks of saving faith in him. It 
doesn’t seem likely that it is referring to “whoever has enough faith” to 
accomplish greater works.

So, what is he saying? Dr. Rod Whitacre in his commentary on John’s 
gospel suggests, 

Jesus' greatest work had yet to occur: his death, resurrection, 
and ascension. After he is glorified, the Spirit will be given 
(7:39), and believers can then receive the full benefits of the 
salvation Jesus has accomplished through the union that 
comes through the Spirit. The disciples' works are greater in 
that they are "the conveying to people of the spiritual realities 
of which the works of Jesus are `signs'. So greater things refer 
to our having a deeper understanding of God and sharing in 
his own life through actual union with him, which is now 
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possible as a result of Jesus' completed work (cf. 14:20). It is 
not just a matter of more disciples; it is a matter of a 
qualitatively new reality in which the disciples share.     

I have often heard people proclaim that if they could see a real legitimate 
miracle, like raising the dead, or healing someone who is blind, or deaf, or 
disabled, then they would believe in God. The truth is that nothing could 
be further from the truth. Think of Israel who saw God part the Red Sea 
that allowed them to walk across it on dry land, they saw him bring clear, 
fresh water out of a rock in the wilderness where there was no water. He 
was visible to them during the day in a pillar of cloud and by night in a 
pillar of fire up in the sky. They trembled in fear when God manifested his 
power and glory on Mt. Sinai, and yet they still would not believe that God 
was good and worthy of their praise and obedience even though he had 
done the impossible right in front of them.

Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, but later on he died again. Every 
person that Jesus healed or set free from demonic possession could still die 
in their sins unless they turned to Jesus Christ by faith and repentance and 
followed him for the rest of their lives. All the miracles in the world could 
not equal the power of a transformed life found only in Jesus Christ. The 
disciples were being called to be a part of the greatest of all miracles, like 
bringing resurrection life to people who are dead in their trespasses and 
sins, who can now pass from judgment to a new life in Christ. Does that 
mean we should never pray for the miraculous or seek to experience God 
in profound ways? Absolutely not! We should seek that God would be 
glorified in the same way that Jesus established his authority, which 
sometimes included the miraculous. However, we should never 
underestimate the power of the word of God and of that being of first 
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importance. Again, people can see a miracle and be entertained by it, but 
only the power of God’s word brings saving faith to the lost.

Let’s read John 14:13–14, 

Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be 
glorified in the Son. 14If you ask me anything in my name, I will do 
it.

At the beginning of John 14, Jesus was again telling his disciples that he is 
about to leave and go back to the Father. Of course, they still didn’t 
understand, and I really believe that God prevents them from that for their 
own sake. They weren’t spiritually mature enough yet and were still 
lacking the essential part of the call that Jesus had on their lives, which was 
the sending of the Holy Spirit. Even after Jesus ascended back to the Father, 
the greater things would still only be accomplished through prayer to 
Jesus. He was to be seen in his divinity as the heavenly mediator, and like 
the Father, he is an appropriate one to whom they should pray. Twice he 
tells them that whatever they pray in his name they will be given. That 
theme continues throughout the “farewell discourse” in chapters 15–16. 

However, praying in Jesus’ name does not give us a magic word to use at 
the end of every prayer. It means praying according to the character and 
heart of God, which would be their desire if they were in union with him. 
Part of being unified with Christ is that they continue on with his agenda, 
not their own. Jesus made it very clear throughout his ministry that his 
desire was “that the Father may be glorified in the Son” and that should be 
the desire of every believer and follower of Christ. St. Augustine wrote,

Whatever we may ask that is adverse to the interests of 
salvation, we do not ask in the name of the Savior. 
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Instead, the promise is made to those who will pray in Jesus' name and for 
the glory of the Father. This is a great promise for working out God's 
purposes in the life of the believer, in the church and in the world. 
Essentially, the desire is not for self-gain but for the greater glory of the 
kingdom of God. Let’s read John 14:15–16,

If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16And I will ask 
the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you 
forever,

Jesus is showing that our obedience should be done simply out of our love 
for him. Again, this is another example of Jesus revealing his divine nature 
because this command would usually be associated with God. He is 
equating obedience to his commands as the definition of love. He is 
inviting his disciples to obey the whole of his teaching, including his way 
of life. Remember that in John 13 it was Jesus who washed the feet of his 
disciples the very night of his betrayal, and then left them with a new 
commandment, 

A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just 
as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. 35By this all 
people will know that you are my disciples if you have love for one 
another.

Then 1 John 2:4–6 the Apostle John would later write to the church in Asia 
Minor, 

Whoever says “I know him” but does not keep his commandments is 
a liar, and the truth is not in him, 5but whoever keeps his word, in 
him truly the love of God is perfected. By this we may know that we 
are in him: 6whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in the same 
way in which he walked.
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The trademark of the follower of Jesus was dependence on and obedience 
to the will of the Father. This is how love is to be expressed but how can we 
even hope to accomplish such a lofty goal? Jesus promised to send his 
disciples another helper. John 14:17, 

even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it 
neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with 
you and will be in you.

Time won’t allow us to flesh this out right now but we will the next time. 
Right now there are two things I want to point out. 

The word used for helper is “paraclete” which is most commonly used 
referring to the Holy Spirit. In our passage, Jesus promises that the Father 
will send another helper (paraclete) which means to “come along side”. 
This indicates that Jesus was the first paraclete and the Holy Spirit who 
was destined to take the place of Christ with the apostles (after his 
ascension to the Father), would lead them to a deeper knowledge of the 
gospel truth and give them divine strength needed to enable them to 
undergo trials and persecutions on behalf of the divine kingdom. It would 
be the same as if Jesus himself remained with them in bodily form. 

The most fundamental characteristic of Jesus' ministry was to mediate the 
divine presence. Jesus is now a human presence on our behalf in Heaven, 
and he was the divine presence on earth. The Holy Spirit which is distinct 
from the Son is the divine presence on earth, to continue what Jesus began 
as the divine presence among the disciples. Because he dwells within the 
believer, they should realize that the price has been paid for their sins and 
they are invited to the banquet at the end of the day when Jesus returns. In 
the meantime, we have everything we need to accomplish all that the 
Father and the Son have commanded. 
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Last week I ended by telling you I had a dream on Thursday night (the 
18th) and I would share it with you today. However, I want to hold off and 
continue with the series we started on June 6th when I return on the 11th of 
July. In the meantime, be praying that God will make you hungry for more 
of him and for the power of his Holy Spirit to enable you to have a deeper 
walk with God and a thirst for his word.

Let’s pray. 
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