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That Is Who You Are

Text:  Isaiah 40:1–11

Today we continue our celebration of the Advent season. Advent is a 
celebration of the birth of the Christ child and the anticipation of the 
second coming of the Messiah to restore all things. In the first two weeks 
we remember the promise of his second coming. The assurance that Jesus 
will come again is most fully understood by the fact that the Messiah was 
faithful in coming the first time. 

The Catholic Catechism #524 summarizes it this way: 

When the Church celebrates the liturgy of Advent each year, 
she makes present this ancient expectancy of the Messiah, for 
by sharing in the long preparation for the Savior’s first coming, 
the faithful renew their ardent desire for his second coming. By 
celebrating the precursor’s (John the Baptist) birth and 
martyrdom, the Church unites herself to his desire: ‘He must 
increase, but I must decrease.’ 

We should begin week two of the season of Advent with the understanding 
that it should be a time of intentionally focusing on the hope and joy that 
will be ours when Jesus returns again as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 
In this we look forward to the promise that he will usher in his eternal 
kingdom, the New Heavens and New Earth. 

https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+40:1-11&version=ESV


The church in these last days is in a similar situation as Israel at the end of 
the Old Testament. They were in exile, waiting for God to move on their 
behalf, to restore them and send the promised Messiah. The church in 
America and around the world finds herself longing for the outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit and God’s intervention on our behalf. 

It is our sin and complacency that has brought us to a place where we must 
fall upon our knees and admit that our only hope is in God’s mercy and 
our greatest desire is for Jesus to return in glory. We are to be about the 
business of sharing the gospel in word and deed with all those without 
Christ. That should be the focus of our lives right now, but our enemy is 
very accomplished at seeking to take our focus off of our hope in Christ 
and place it on things that cause worry and fear.

Most, if not all of us here this morning have been carefully watching the 
current unfolding of the political situation in our country. Daily we are 
seeing a great example of what can happen to a nation and people who 
have turned away from the authority of the word of God and done 
everything possible to remove him from the culture. 

Even though we are in the season of Advent, a season of great hope, I’m 
afraid that many are merely going through the motions and find it hard to 
be hopeful in the current circumstances. These types of situations have 
happened many times down through the history of civilization and yet by 
God’s grace the church has prevailed and will again. 

Our God, the creator and sustainer of all things, has shown through his 
word that he is able to make a way forward when no way appears possible. 
I love the way the Message translates Hebrews 11:1–2, 

The fundamental fact of existence is that this trust in God, this 
faith, is the firm foundation under everything that makes life 
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worth living. It’s our handle on what we can’t see. The act of 
faith is what distinguished our ancestors, set them above the 
crowd. 

Let me share with you something that happened to me this past week.

I work out five days a week and while doing so I listen to praise music on 
my computer. It’s uplifting and helps mask the pain of the workout. One of 
the videos was of a Michael W. Smith concert this past spring and they 
were playing the song, “WayMaker.” 

I really love this song, but I noticed that they were singing and playing the 
chorus over and over and over again. That usually tends to irritate me but 
this time I stopped to see what was going on. It went on so long that 
Michael W. Smith stopped playing the piano and stood up bowing his head 
in prayer (I guess). I realized that only a few in the choir accompanying 
Smith were singing but it was the crowd who wouldn’t stop singing this 
song of praise that was remembering who God is. Many were weeping and 
some had fallen to their knees. The Holy Spirit was clearly moving in 
power and the reality of the message seemed to be so clear and a real 
healing of their hearts, so that they didn’t want it to stop. So, they 
continued to sing the chorus: 

Waymaker, miracle worker 
Promise keeper, light in the darkness 
My God, that is who You are 
Waymaker, miracle worker 
Promise keeper, light in the darkness 
My God, that is who You are

I was deeply moved and found myself singing that chorus along with the 
crowd. This chorus was bringing healing and joy to my heart that was 

3



burdened and weary. When the song finally ended I felt at peace because I 
was reminded that no matter what is going on all around me, I know the 
character and nature of the God that I serve. 

As I went to bed that evening I laid awake praying for the situations in our 
country and our congregation, who are going through a time of grief and 
mourning right now. We have lost many of our loved ones in a fairly brief 
period of time. Around three in the morning I awoke to the demand of my 
body to go visit the little room next to the bedroom, but in my mind was 
the chorus playing over and over: “Waymaker, miracle worker, Promise 
keeper, light in the darkness. My God, that is who You are.” For the next 1½ 
to 2 hours it repeated over and over as I eventually drifted back to sleep. I 
awoke early, not feeling that I hadn’t slept enough, but with another 
worship song playing over and over in my head.

Our passages this morning from Isaiah 40 and Psalm 85 are recalling God’s 
faithfulness in the past and asking him to act on their behalf once again. 
Let’s look at them briefly through the lens of our amazing God who is: 
“Waymaker, miracle worker, Promise keeper, light in the darkness. My 
God, that is who You are.”

Look at Psalm 85:1–6,

 Lord, you were favorable to your land; 
    you restored the fortunes of Jacob. 
2 You forgave the iniquity of your people; 
    you covered all their sin. 
3 You withdrew all your wrath; 
    you turned from your hot anger.

4 Restore us again, O God of our salvation, 
    and put away your indignation toward us! 
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5 Will you be angry with us forever? 
    Will you prolong your anger to all generations? 
6 Will you not revive us again, 
    that your people may rejoice in you?

Israel, in the midst of their suffering, looked back and remembered the 
faithfulness of God in leading them out of Egypt during the Exodus and 
they were appealing to Him to do it again while they were in exile. Last 
week we saw the example from Jeremiah 18 where the potter had a marred 
vessel but decided to keep it and make it into a vessel that he could delight 
in. God promised that this was what he wanted for his people Israel. We 
saw through Psalm 80 that their appeal to God was as the shepherd who 
watched over them as his sheep. We can look back and remember how God 
was faithful to his people Israel and that encourages us to look forward 
with anticipation to the coming of Christ. Last week we sang the Advent 
hymn, “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel,”

O come, O come, Emmanuel 
And ransom captive Israel 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel

While Israel would have sung this song in anticipation of the first coming 
of the Messiah, the church now sings to remember that the Messiah did 
come which enables her to anticipate that he will come again. The fact that 
God kept his word the first time enables us to believe that he will continue 
to be the God who keeps his word. One of the ways that we can be assured 
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of this is by seeing the evidence from the scriptures of how God kept his 
promise.

This morning I want to briefly compare the words of comfort in Isaiah 40 
with the realization of the promise in our gospel reading from Mark 1:1–7. 
Let’s first consider the message from Isaiah 40:1–5,

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 
2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
    and cry to her 
that her warfare is ended, 
    that her iniquity is pardoned, 
that she has received from the Lord's hand 
    double for all her sins.
3 A voice cries: 

“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord; 
    make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
4 Every valley shall be lifted up, 
    and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, 
    and the rough places a plain. 
5 And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 
    and all flesh shall see it together, 
    for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”

God used the prophet Isaiah to bring messages of judgment and to 
pronounce covenant curses on Israel and Judah for the blatant violations of 
their covenant obligations. The prophet spoke of many different curses that 
would come, the most serious being destruction and exile. Both Israel and 
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Judah had moved so far away from the ideals of the covenant that they 
became more evil than many of the pagan nations around them.

However, throughout God’s word we can see that he always keeps for 
himself a remnant, those who did not totally turn away, even though they 
too would pay the price of the disobedience of the two nations. Isaiah 40 is 
directed to those who had not forgotten God, but who would have been 
affected by his coming judgment upon the wickedness of his people. God 
wanted them to know that he would one day restore all that was lost 
because he remembered the covenant promise that he had made to their 
forefathers Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and David.

This word was also to be a comfort to those in the future who would be 
paying the price of Israel’s sins, even though they were in exile. God was 
sending them a message of hope and Isaiah is calling the godly to 
persevere in seeking the Lord, trusting in his promise of a kingdom and in 
the coming of the King. God was encouraging them to be at peace in times 
of trouble and to respond to the message of the prophet with faith. This 
section begins with the command of God from the throne of Heaven— 
“Comfort, comfort my people.”

There is some disagreement as to who God is addressing. Some have 
suggested that he is addressing the court of Heaven and the angelic 
messengers while others suggest that he is addressing a group of prophets. 
Or it may be that the ambiguity is intentional, so that all who hear the 
command might take up the call to proclaim comfort to God’s people. In 
the scriptures whenever God issues a plural command it reveals the 
intensity of his desire, in this case for his message of comfort to be 
delivered.
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The message was initially directed by Isaiah to those of Israel living in 
Jerusalem and it was foretelling that because of their sins they would be 
sent into exile in Babylon even though the prophecy was given between 
100–150 years before they were sent into Babylon as a conquered people. 
They would not listen and repent but continued to live in rebellion to God 
and his commands. 

These words would later have been read by those who were living in 
captivity, their beloved Jerusalem had been destroyed and the temple was 
nothing but rubble. They no longer had their own king and God seemed to 
have forgotten them. The words of Isaiah 40 were meant to break through 
that despair and provide them with the comfort that their king was 
coming.

The promise of comfort was that the battle with their enemies and with 
God would be over—the price for their sin was considered paid for because 
an atonement had been made. They weren’t released from the price of their 
sins because of their faithfulness. They had nothing to offer which would 
atone for their sins, but God had found another way. Another voice would 
cry out, perhaps a heavenly messenger speaking a word of comfort from 
the throne of God that a way would be made, a road was to be cleared out 
and all obstacles removed so the exiles could return across the desert from 
Babylon back to their beloved Jerusalem.

How would this happen? God was promising to make a way for them to 
return without difficulty or trials because a supernatural event was going 
to take place. When this did happen (see Ezra and Nehemiah) in 539 BC it 
was in fulfillment of this prophecy made long before, “And the glory of the 
Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of 
the Lord has spoken.” It was God who moved on behalf of his people by 
changing the hearts of pagan kings and having them give favor to Israel. It 
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is an amazing story of God’s mercy and sovereign will moving to 
accomplish all that he had purposed on behalf of his children.

However, the prophecy that the exiles saw fulfilled was only a 
foreshadowing of what God was pointing to. Even though Israel returned 
to Jerusalem in the time of Ezra, Nehemiah and Zerubbabel and the temple 
was rebuilt, the greatest part of the promise made in Isaiah 40 was yet to be 
fulfilled—the coming of the King.

In our gospel reading this morning we see the fulfillment of what Isaiah 
spoke about 650 years earlier. Let’s read again Mark 1:1–4,

The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is 
written in Isaiah the prophet, “Behold, I send my messenger before 
your face, who will prepare your way, the voice of one crying in the 
wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,’“ 
John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.

Mark did not waste any time in declaring the identity of Jesus Christ. He 
begins by declaring that this word was the good news (gospel) of Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God. Why was this such good news? Because Jesus was 
the fulfillment prophesied in Isaiah 40, the one foretold by Isaiah and now 
through a new prophet, John the Baptist. The road that was made straight 
was in preparation for the coming of the Son of God. 

God did exactly what he said he would and there was the proof in Jesus 
Christ. The faithful remnant had been promised that their sins would be 
atoned for and this would be how that would come about. The glory of 
God had been revealed through the circumstances surrounding Israel being 
released from captivity and returning to Jerusalem but that was as nothing 
in comparison to what God would do through the coming of the Son of 

9



God. This was the fulfillment of Isaiah 40:5, “And the glory of the Lord 
shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the 
Lord has spoken.” But even this event did not fully fulfill the promise made 
through Isaiah but was only a partial fulfilling.

The fact that Jesus came in fulfillment of the promise made through Isaiah 
gives us confidence that God remembers his promises, but it’s the last part 
of the promise that gives us the assurance that he will come back again. 
Let’s read Isaiah 40:9–11,

Go on up to a high mountain,
    O Zion, herald of good news;
lift up your voice with strength,
    O Jerusalem, herald of good news;
    lift it up, fear not;
say to the cities of Judah,
    “Behold your God!”
10 Behold, the Lord God comes with might,
    and his arm rules for him;
behold, his reward is with him,
    and his recompense before him.
11 He will tend his flock like a shepherd;
    he will gather the lambs in his arms;
he will carry them in his bosom,
    and gently lead those that are with young.

Again, the herald is told to cry out the good news that God will release the 
captive from exile. When Isaiah prophesied this word from the Lord he 
most likely assumed that it spoke of Israel being restored to the promised 
land and the temple in Jerusalem and it did in part. However, God in his 
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sovereign plan was pointing to an even greater release from exile. The King 
who was coming to restore all things was first going to remove all obstacles 
and make a straight path for the faithful to return to God, not merely in 
Jerusalem but in the coming of the New Jerusalem. 

It wasn’t just a promise to the nation of Israel but that all flesh would see 
the glory of God revealed. The Lord God, the promised King, would come 
with might because he is the warrior King. His glory would manifest itself 
when he powerfully subdues his enemies and tenderly delivers his people. 
He will gather them like a shepherd gathers his flock. He will carry them in 
his arms and gather them to his bosom. In other words, he will love them 
like only the master can.

The Psalmist declares these same hopes in Psalm 85:6–11,

Will you not revive us again, 
    that your people may rejoice in you? 
7 Show us your steadfast love, O Lord, 
    and grant us your salvation.

8 Let me hear what God the Lord will speak, 
    for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; 
    but let them not turn back to folly. 
9 Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him, 
    that glory may dwell in our land.

10 Steadfast love and faithfulness meet; 
    righteousness and peace kiss each other. 
11 Faithfulness springs up from the ground, 
    and righteousness looks down from the sky.

This is what the blissful harmony of life in covenant with God looks like: 
love, friendship, faithfulness, righteousness, and peace. The future 
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relationship with God would join God’s blessings from heaven with the 
faithfulness of his people on earth. That’s what we are looking for with 
anticipation. 

In the meantime, we are to keep the command of God spoken from the 
throne of God and revealed through Isaiah the prophet, Comfort, Comfort 
my people. The king is coming, and we are to be the heralds proclaiming 
that he has made a straight path and a highway to peace with God and an 
atonement for sins. He has told us to be the ones to spread the good news 
that people no longer need to be in exile and bondage because he wants to 
set them free. We are a nation in bondage and Jesus is calling his church to 
cry out the good news that the King is coming.

Let me ask you: Is it still good news to you or has it lost its luster as life 
goes on? Are you overwhelmed with our current situation as a nation, as a 
church, or the loss of loved ones? If you can say yes, then I know exactly 
how you feel. 

As I said earlier, I was reminded this past week that our amazing God can 
make a way when there appears to be none. He can work miracles that 
seem impossible. He keeps his promises. He is the light in the darkness. 
That is just who he is and has always been.

Are you longing for him to return? Are you spending time focused and 
listening for the sound of his voice? Are you longing for his loving 
embrace? I think it begins again when we cry out to the Lord Jesus, 
Comfort Me, Comfort me! Renew me, fill me up again with your presence. 
Holy Spirit remind me of all that my God is. Return to me the joy of my 
salvation in the name of Jesus Christ and for his glory!

Let’s pray.
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