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The Day of the Lord
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For the past five weeks we have concerned ourselves with the importance 
of not merely knowing about Jesus Christ, but knowing him intimately. For 
all of October I preached a four-part series, “Restore Us Again O God,” 
where we considered Philippians 3:8 to 4:13. 

In this series, Paul exhorted his readers to allow the Holy Spirit to change 
the direction of their thinking and to focus on the glory of Jesus Christ. 
Paul wanted them to know that everything he had lost, things important 
from a worldly perspective, were rubbish in comparison to what he had 
gained in Jesus Christ. Even though his life as an apostle was full of trials, 
persecution, and danger, it was worth it because he had encountered the 
risen and glorified Lord. This encounter changed everything in him and 
gave him the joy, peace, and the purpose for living that men and women 
long for.

As an added bonus he knew what it was to walk in the resurrection power 
of the Holy Spirit and to hear the voice of God. Daily he communed with 
his Savior through the Holy Spirit and had the joy of writing, under the 
Spirit’s anointing, letters to the churches sharing the wisdom and teaching 
of the Holy Spirit. Letters that, by God’s grace, we have with us today in 
the New Testament. Through Paul’s letters we can see that his greatest 
passion was that those without Jesus Christ would come to know him 

https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Amos+5:18-24&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+3:8+-+4:13&version=ESV


intimately. He gave his life for that passion. I think many of us have had 
those moments when sharing our faith seemed our greatest joy. 

Last Sunday, we considered Paul’s prayer for the Ephesians in 1:15–23. 
Paul understood that simply knowing about God is desirable but 
incomplete. Knowing him personally and intimately is the offer that leads 
to a deeper reality with God. Paul prayed that the Father would grant the 
Ephesians the Spirit of wisdom and that He would give them revelation. 
The Christian life must be centered around this purpose—to know God as 
He is in truth as revealed by His Word, and to allow that to correct our 
false, idolatrous ideas of who God is, and that he is only found through 
Jesus Christ. 

Today it is common to hear people claim to be “people of faith” while 
rejecting the truth of God’s holy word. I’ve recently grown weary hearing 
politicians claims of spirituality while embracing a culture of death to the 
unborn and celebrating sexual perversions not even imagined that long 
ago. In the past five weeks I have been seeking to grow in us a deeper 
understanding and desire for all that God wants to do in and through us. I 
believe it to be crucial if we are to accomplish God’s evangelistic purposes 
for the church of Jesus Christ. Our country needs God’s people to rise up in 
Jesus' name and in the power of the Holy Spirit take back our nation for the 
glory of the Lord. This is warfare as real and certain as any military battle 
ever fought and the stakes are even higher. The souls of men, women and 
children who are lost and destined for hell need God’s church to rise up in 
power and faithfulness.

This past week I was reminded of a quote from C.S. Lewis in Mere 
Christianity,
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Christ says, ‘Give me all. I don’t want so much of your time and 
so much of your money and so much of your work: I want you. 
I have not come to torment your natural self, but to kill it, No 
half measures are any good… Hand over the whole natural 
self, all the desires that you think are innocent as well as those 
ones you think are wicked—the whole outfit. I will give you a 
new self instead. I will give you myself.’ 

Today we will be considering our Old Testament passage from Amos 5: 18–
24. Let’s read Amos 5:18–20, 

Woe to you who desire the day of the Lord!  
     Why would you have the day of the Lord? 
It is darkness, and not light,  
     as if a man fled from a lion,  
     and a bear met him,  
or went into the house and leaned his hand against the wall,  
     and a serpent bit him.  
Is not the day of the Lord darkness, and not light,  
     and gloom with no brightness in it?

The Day of the Lord refers to that time when God will come as King to 
judge his enemies and bless his faithful people. Often this is in reference to 
the Second coming of Christ and the day of judgment. Here Amos was 
referring to the day of the Lord where God was coming to judge evil, but 
the evil, in this case, existed in Israel itself. Israel failed to keep the 
commands of God and they fell away from covenant faithfulness and 
instead became an apostate nation living under the judgment of God. 

The prophet Amos was warning Israel, but they would not heed his 
warning. Soon after this prophecy they were sent into exile in Assyria.
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Amos prophesied to the Northern Kingdom (Israel) because their future 
was so dark and bleak. They were looking forward to the time when God 
would come as King to judge his enemies and bless his faithful people. 
They had become so confident and arrogant as to their relationship with 
God that they were looking forward to the “Day of the Lord.” They 
assumed that it would be to their benefit because they failed to understand 
that their flagrant violations of the covenant actually made them enemies of 
God—the object of his wrath.

Amos is giving a wake-up call to a people who had grown complacent and 
yet assumed that they were in right standing with God. He wanted them to 
see that they had no reason to rest when there was no evidence that God 
was pleased with them. Throughout the Book of Amos the prophet 
challenged Israel’s idolatry and social injustice, declaring that they had 
mixed the worship of other gods with their worship of Yahweh and this not 
only denied the most basic truth that “the Lord God Jehovah is one” but 
that he alone was sovereign over all that he had made. Amos consistently 
pointed out in this word that Israel had not repented even after being 
judged, so the Lord was going to bring even more severe judgment ending 
in complete destruction and exile.

God reminded them through the prophet that the hardness of their hearts 
toward him and his law as evidenced by their celebrations and festivals. 
They acted as if everything was as it should be and there was no reason for 
concern. God was going to deal with their spiritual adultery and there was 
no way out this time. God knew the truth about their unfaithfulness, and 
this time they would be treated as those who were unfaithful, not as those 
in good standing. It would be like “a man fleeing from a lion, and meeting 
a bear, or going into the house and leaning his hand against the wall for 
safety and a serpent bites him.”
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The question that Amos is posing to the people of Israel is as relevant today 
to the American church as it was in 750 BC. What evidence is there that 
suggests you have a personal relationship with God and your heart 
belongs to him and the things that matter to him are more important than 
the desires of your flesh? This is a continuous theme throughout the word 
of God, in both the Old and New Testaments, because it’s a continual issue 
in the lives of those who claim to be God’s people.

In our Gospel reading this morning we read the parable of the ten virgins 
in Matthew 25:1–13. Each of the ten virgins was waiting for the arrival of 
the bridegroom, but only five had made the proper preparation for a delay 
in his arrival. Apparently the other five had not paid attention to what it 
meant to be prepared, or maybe they were not that concerned about it and 
assumed everything would work out. 

The gospel writer is distinguishing between the wise and the foolish. Being 
ready included being prepared for a long delay; short-lived zeal was 
inadequate. The consequence was that the other five who were unprepared 
had to leave and go buy more oil for their lamps and were not there when 
the bridegroom arrived. Therefore, they were not allowed to enter the 
marriage feast but found themselves in the same situation as those who 
had never intended to go. When they attempted to get in they called out, 
“Lord, Lord, open to us” but he answered, ‘truly, I say to you, I do not 
know you.”

The sobering point here is that they called him “Lord,” which means that 
they considered themselves a part of the wedding party but the fact that 
they showed up for the party didn’t guarantee that they were prepared. 
Matthew is warning those who had become a part of the church to remain 
faithful and not assume that anything other than faithfulness to God and 
his word would be enough.
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Church membership is not the way to salvation. It is only found through 
surrendering our lives to the Lordship of Jesus Christ and being filled with 
his Spirit. The bridegroom knew that they did not have that kind of 
relationship with him even though they too had initially been invited to the 
marriage feast. In Amos he is exhorting Israel to repent and live like those 
who actually were the children of God, but like all the prophets before and 
after him they refused.

It’s the next part of this word from Amos that would have been the most 
surprising as it exposed their true relationship with God. Let’s read Amos 
5:21–24,

I hate, I despise your feasts,  
     and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies.  
Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings,  
     I will not accept them;  
and the peace offerings of your fattened animals,  
     I will not look upon them.  
Take away from me the noise of your songs;  
     to the melody of your harps I will not listen. 
But let justice roll down like waters,  
     and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.

It is clear that Israel really loved their religious practices, and they took 
their religious duties seriously. The feasts were by law mandatory and their 
solemn assemblies had to be observed. They were very precise in their 
burnt offerings, grain offerings, and peace offerings because these were the 
symbols of their status as God’s people and their fellowship with Him and 
each other. They found joy in singing songs to the Lord and playing 
instruments like the harp and lyre, but God’s response to their assemblies 
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was very clear, “I hate, I despise your feasts and I take no delight in you 
solemn assemblies.”

“I hate, I despise,” these two words combined together express more force 
of feeling than when only one word was used. In the Hebrew “I take no 
delight” is actually translated  “I will not smell”—pointing to the animal 
sacrifices that were no longer a fragrant aroma to God but a stench. 

What we have is a people who are in love with religion. They went to the 
temple in Gilgal to be religious but left their religion behind when they 
went home. They made a pilgrimage to the festivals and solemn assemblies 
but failed to take their expressed love of God into the towns and 
community life, therefore their religion stank and would not be accepted as 
an act of worship or obedience.

What God was looking for was a people who had been transformed by 
their relationship with him. They were to come together as the people of 
God to offer praise, adoration and worship to their God, the object of their 
devotion and love. If their worship had been true and pure then they 
would have left the place of worship and the effect of God’s presence 
would have gone with them and “justice would have rolled down like 
waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.”

True worship is life-changing but just religion lasts only for a moment. 
There is a lot of meaning in this phrase “roll down,” but suffice it to say 
that justice and righteousness are two words that seem to go hand in hand 
in the Old Testament as qualities of life that the Lord desires for his people. 
Israel was supposed to let God’s justice and mercy flow down through his 
people to everyone like water flowing downstream that everyone might be 
refreshed and respond to God’s mercy and provision with righteousness.
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Around the same time that Amos was confronting Israel, the prophet 
Micah was confronting Judah for the same sin of coming to the temple with 
burnt offerings but forgetting social justice and mercy. Micah 6:6–8,

With what shall I come before the Lord, 
     and bow myself before God on high?  
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,  
     with calves a year old?  
Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams,  
     with ten thousands of rivers of oil?  
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
     the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?  
He has told you O man, what is good;  
     and what does the Lord require of you  
but to do justice, and to love kindness,  
     and to walk humbly with your God?

Just like in Amos, God was speaking through the prophet Micah and 
rebuking those who came to worship thinking that they could in essence 
bribe God with their sacrifices. They had forgotten that God wanted their 
hearts and their devotion to him to be out of love for him. His law should 
have been a delight to them because it came from God’s heart for them. 

If they were to remain faithful and to teach their children what it was to 
follow after the heart of God, then they would have an obligation to keep 
the law of God which required social justice and mercy, not mere liturgy. 
Instead of coming to God in repentance and in humility asking God to 
change them, they brought the sacrifices thinking to appease God, so they 
could then go back home and continue living as they pleased. The result 
was that God’s judgment was rendered upon them. Even with the threat of 
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God’s judgment Israel and Judah continued to turn away from God instead 
of turning to Him in humility and repentance thereby escaping his wrath.

The topic of God’s judgment being poured is not a very popular topic 
today even among Christians. The idea of judgment is seen as a negative 
topic and we should be more upbeat and positive, talking of God’s love 
and mercy and all the blessings that he wants to lavish upon us. Those are 
wonderful topics, but they are meant for those who have given their hearts 
and lives to the glory of God. God delights in pouring out blessings for 
those who love and follow his commands.

The truth is that the coming of the “Day of the Lord” that we read about in 
Amos 5:18 and the “Day of the Lord” that we read about in 1 Thessalonians 
4:13–18 are referring to one and the same day.

Bishop N.T. Wright in his book, Surprised by Hope, writes this,

…the word ‘judgment’ carries negative overtones for a good 
many people in our liberal and postliberal world. We need to 
remind ourselves that throughout the Bible, not least in the 
Psalms, God’s coming judgment is a good thing, something to 
be celebrated, longed for, yearned over. It causes people to 
shout for joy and the trees of the field to clap their hands. In a 
world of systemic injustice, bullying, violence, arrogance and 
oppression, the thought that there might come a day when the 
wicked are firmly put in their place and the poor and weak are 
given their due is the best news that there can be. Faced with 
a world in rebellion, a world full of exploitation and 
wickedness, a good God must be a God of judgment. 

Therefore, how we view our passage from 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18 has 
everything to do with whether or not we are looking forward to the “Day 
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of the Lord’s Coming.” Just like the parable of the ten virgins, the question 
is: are you prepared?  

Let’s read again 1 Thessalonians 4:13,

But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who 
are asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 
 For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through 
Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep.

The Apostle Paul is here seeking to provide comfort for those who were 
grieving the death of loved ones and the uncertainty as to the state of their 
souls. He understood the pain of losing a loved one and isn’t saying that 
they have no reason to grieve, only that their grief should be different from 
those who have no hope. 

Christ’s resurrection provides for the Christian a deeply rooted hope and 
assurance of his presence and fellowship with him for eternity. Because of 
this, our grief over the temporary loss of fellow believers is softened and 
we find peace and hope in this. The next four verses, when understood 
correctly, give us the motivation to persevere and follow the Lord out of 
love and devotion. Let’s read again 1 Thessalonians 4:15–18,

For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are 
alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those 
who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will descend from 
heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and 
with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will 
rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up 
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so 
we will always be with the Lord. Therefore encourage one another 
with these words.
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I love these verses and often when I read them I feel a sense of exhilaration 
in my heart. I can imagine the apostle writing these words and weeping for 
joy at the thought of it. The Lord returning to restore all things has been the 
hope of mankind and all creation since the Garden of Eden.

I love the picture here of the dead in Christ rising from the grave and all 
those left being caught up together to welcome our reigning King back to 
his Kingdom. Many have misunderstood this picture and assumed that it 
had to do with Jesus coming to retrieve his bride and to take her back to 
Heaven forever, but that is not the intent, nor has it ever been. The earth is 
his creation and our inheritance, and he is returning to combine the 
Kingdom of God in Heaven with the Kingdom of God on earth and it will 
be a glorious day.

Listen carefully as I read to you the vivid account of this very same event 
through the prophetic voice of the Apostle John in Revelation 21:1–5,

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and 
the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more.  And I saw 
the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud 
voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is 
with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and 
God himself will be with them as their God.  He will wipe away 
every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall 
there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former 
things have passed away.” 

And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all 
things new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are 
trustworthy and true.”
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I cannot think of any words that bring more comfort and hope than these, 
“Behold, I am making all things new.” This is the promised “Day of the 
Lord” anticipated by ancient Israel and by Christians today and it is the 
reason that we are those who live with great anticipation and hope. It is 
also the reason that we are to persevere, to live for the glory of God and our 
motivation to delight in his law and meditate on it night and day. I other 
words we must be those who are making preparations for the coming of 
the bridegroom. Israel and Judah thought they were ready for the coming 
day of the Lord, but the Lord was essentially saying to them, “I don’t know 
you; you are not my faithful bride.” 

This year has been very stressful as we have dealt with a worldwide 
pandemic, political chaos, and deceit. We have lost friends who have gone 
to be with the Lord or moved away. Many things feel uncertain but the one 
thing that matters above all is the hope and promises we have from God. If 
God is to be our hope, then our focus must be upon the calling he has for 
the church, which is similar to the command given to Adam in the Garden; 
be fruitful and multiply. We are to live after the desires of God’s heart, we 
must bring the lost into the kingdom.

Let’s pray. 
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