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Twelve years ago, I attended a Zoe Men’s Conference held at Rockbridge 
Young Life Camp in Goshen, Virginia. There were approximately 350 men 
ages 18 to whatever. There were probably 25–30 of us “whatever’s” in 
attendance. The Holy Spirit was very present during the 2½ day conference 
and many men were set free from addictions, bitterness, unforgiveness and 
hopelessness. The worship was phenomenal and the brotherly love that 
captured men of all ages was amazing. We were called to be warriors in the 
Kingdom of God and this meeting was a rallying cry for each of us to stand 
up for the glory of King Jesus. For many of us, this was a reminder of 
something we already knew, but had let the calling slow down and for 
some to stop. For others, this was more like a recruiting call because the 
war was still raging. The common theme was the love and power of Christ 
available to equip us and carry us on our journey.

In the conference hall the common denominator was a passion for Jesus 
Christ that bridged every cultural difference in the room. Saturday 
afternoon we had free time to rest, think, exercise, or walk around. One of 
the exercise opportunities was a ropes course that was very challenging. 
The ropes were probably 30–35 feet off the ground and went from tree to 
tree. Each section was a different challenge of strength and agility. Clearly, 
a challenge meant for those who were not the “whatever’s”. 
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A few of the younger guys from our church kept goading me to complete 
the ropes course. I was talking to one of the fathers who had come to the 
conference with his son, who was probably in his late thirties or early 
forties. We laughed together as the youngsters continued to challenge me. 
All the old guys just shook their heads at such a foolish idea suggested by 
the young and spry. 

When I finally agreed to the challenge all the “whatever’s” turned to me 
and collectively let me know that I was being a fool. Making a fool of 
myself was not an unknown thing for me, so I put on the helmet and the 
harness and climbed up the ramp to the first of (I think) 5–6 challenges. The 
danger was minimal as you were harnessed onto a top cable that prevented 
you from falling to the ground. What it didn’t prevent was slipping off the 
rope and dangling in midair. A young man (18–20) who was in front of me 
slipped off the first rope and struggled to pull himself back up onto the 
rope. He likely weighed 130 lbs and didn’t have the upper body strength to 
quickly pull himself back up. I was thinking to myself, “Mike you weigh 
230 lbs (that was then, I wish it were that now) — can you pull yourself 
back up if you fall?” 

Suddenly, this didn’t seem like such a good idea, but I was next. What 
would be more embarrassing, chickening out or falling off the rope and 
dangling? I decided to go for it and I’m grateful to say that I made it 
through the rope course with no trouble. The last platform that brings you 
back to the ground requires that you hold onto the rope and swing down to 
the ground as they lower the rope in increments. At the bottom stood the 
other guys who had successfully completed the ropes course. They were 
laughing and slapping me on the back as we walked away together as 
those who had something important in common. We were a select group 
who dared to look danger in the eye and laugh. We weren’t just a part of 



those who attended the conference but those who had stepped up to an 
uncomfortable challenge and made it. I had the sense that some of the 
others wished they had tried. 

This week as I thought about our Scriptures for today, I wondered what it 
was like for the disciples as they “waited for the promise of the Father.” 
They were like many who had followed Jesus throughout his ministry, but 
they had the distinction of being a select group who were still hanging in 
there, without really knowing what that would mean. Acts 1:12–14 sets the 
stage for our reading in Acts 2, 

Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which 
is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day's journey away. 13 And when they 
had entered, they went up to the upper room, where they were 
staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, 
Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus and Simon 
the Zealot and Judas the son of James. 14 All these with one accord 
were devoting themselves to prayer, together with the women and 
Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers.

Luke writes that around 120 people gathered together waiting for 
something to happen. The last thing that Jesus said to the disciples before 
he ascended to the Father, 

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

This time of waiting was much different than when they gathered together 
in fear and numbness behind closed doors after Jesus’ crucifixion and 
burial. This time they gathered as those who had encountered the 
resurrected Messiah who told them to wait for the promise of the Father.



Power was coming whatever that meant. I doubt that they had any idea 
what the power would be like, but it surely was going to be something 
wonderful. I really like Luke’s account of the last words of Jesus before he 
ascended, Luke 24:44–49, 

Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while 
I was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of 
Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then 
he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46 and said to 
them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the 
third day rise from the dead, 47 and that repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 
49 And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. 
But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.”

I feel confident that everyone there waiting with the disciples (around 120) 
all were experiencing one thing in common—anticipation—and it was 
drawing them closer together into a community of faith. For the disciples, 
Jesus had opened up their minds to the scriptures and the power of the 
truth, and that set them apart from who they had been. Now they had new 
clarity.

We should see the importance of the unity that they were developing even 
before the day of Pentecost because within the story of the Book of Acts, we 
will see that part of the promise had to do with building the community of 
faith within the Kingdom of God and for the glory of God. 

Remember the Old Testament lesson from Genesis 11:1–9, the story of the 
Tower of Babel. Everyone on earth spoke the same language and drew 
together for the same purpose—to build a tower of bricks reaching to the 
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heavens. They were striving to make a great name for themselves, to have 
significance and immortality as they reached for the gods. Their pride was 
in their own abilities and, like Adam and Eve, they were going to exceed 
the boundaries set for them by God. He commanded them to fill the earth, 
but they wanted to do things that glorified their might and power, they 
would reach for the heavens. 

God came down and responded to their arrogance by confusing their 
language and scattering them around the world. He gave them a different 
name than they were looking for: Babel, which means confused. Not only 
would they have different languages and be unable to understand each 
other, but they would also develop different cultures and practices. After a 
little time, many would end up being enemies. 

As a side note, it’s interesting that in the next chapter (Genesis 12) God 
makes a covenant with Abram and gives him an everlasting name, 
Abraham, father of many. He would be the servant who magnified the 
Lord’s name. “He was looking forward to the city that has foundations, 
whose designer and builder is God”. (Hebrews 11:10)

In our Gospel story and the Book of Acts we see how God was bringing his 
children back together and instead of many languages and goals, he would 
give them the Holy Spirit who would bring all who would come back 
together as the people of God. They would be invited to return to the 
mission—having dominion over God’s creation that He intended from the 
beginning and He would provide the way and the power to do so.

Let’s return to our passage in Acts and then briefly focus on our Gospel 
reading, John 14:8–17. Acts 2:1–4, 

When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one 
place. 2 And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty 
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rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 
3 And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each 
one of them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and 
began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. 

Pentecost is also called “the Feast of Weeks” because it was seven weeks 
after Passover and the “Feast of Harvest” because the first fruits of the 
harvest were gathered. The connection between the outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit and the celebration of Pentecost was to signify the Holy Spirit’s New 
Testament teaching of the “first fruits” of the harvest of salvation in Christ 
(Romans 8:23) “we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan 
inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our 
bodies.” The day of Pentecost where God poured out his Spirit was only 
the beginning of all that God was going to do. 

Since the Old Testament, the three signs of God’s presence were witnessed 
through: wind, fire, and inspired speech. (Exodus 3:2; 13:21; 24:17; 40:38; 1 
Kings 19:11–13. The wind in particular was a symbol of God’s presence 
(Ezekiel 37:9, 13; John 3:8) and fire was the symbol of the Holy Spirit’s 
purifying and judging power. John the Baptist prophesied what the 
Messiah came to do in (Matthew 3:11–12). 

“He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His 
winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor 
and gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire.”

The tongues here were not the language of angels or what some call 
“ecstatic utterances”. The tongues in this situation were clearly the various 
languages of Jews who had come from all over the eastern Mediterranean 
region, from Rome to as far east as Parthia in eastern Iran. Each person was 
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able to hear of the mighty works of God in their own language. This 
particular use of speaking in tongues is never again recorded in Scripture. 
The spiritual gift of tongues spoken of later on in Acts 10:46, 19:6, and 1 
Corinthians 12 and 14 were given for believers to use in praising and 
worshipping God in private or in the assembly if there is an interpreter. 

In Acts 2:1–11, the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit’s power 
manifested itself by the disciples (not just the 12 but likely 120) speaking in 
the known languages of those visiting from far away. They were surprised 
because Galileans were usually thought to be uneducated and unlikely to 
have mastered the clarity of another language. Those on whom the 
outward sign rests experience an inner filling with the Holy Spirit. This 
leads to a further external manifestation of his presence. Luke uses the verb 
filled in order to emphasize that although this is the initial endowment of 
the Spirit on the church, it is also an equipping with inspired speech for 
ministry. It is the first of many fillings the believers will know (4:8, 31; 9:17; 
13:9). Later in this same chapter Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, stands up 
in power and a new boldness as he proclaims the gospel with authority, 
and 3000 people came to saving faith and were baptized that day. The Holy 
Spirit would continue to anoint, empower, and teach those who faithfully 
followed Jesus Christ and lived for the glory of God the Father. 

In this context let’s go back to our Gospel reading in John 14:12–13, 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the 
works that I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I 
am going to the Father. 13 Whatever you ask in my name, this I will 
do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.” 

So, what are the “greater works” that Jesus is referring to here? Some have 
suggested that those who believe in Jesus will see miracles that are more 
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sensational than his, but what is more amazing than the raising of Lazarus, 
or the feeding of thousands with a few loaves of bread and a couple of fish. 
What about walking on water or commanding a raging storm to stop 
clowning around, that’s pretty awesome. Those are hard to top I think. 
Some believe that Jesus is referring to the missionary activity of the 
disciples, they will be more successful in bringing converts to faith in 
Christ. Certainly, they should be expected to do that since Jesus’ ministry 
on earth was only a little over three years. I think we will find the answer 
of the greater works being possible “because I am going to the Father” (v. 
12). Remember this conversation occurs before Jesus' greatest 
accomplishments—his death, resurrection, and ascension. 

After he is glorified, the Spirit will be given, and believers can then receive 
the full benefits of the salvation Jesus has accomplished through the union 
that comes through the giving of the Spirit. The greater works will happen 
because after the coming of the Holy Spirit the disciples will have a deeper 
and more profound relationship with the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. The 
Spirit that came down upon Jesus at his baptism and empowered him to 
accomplish all that the Father had commanded, will now indwell the 
believer. The disciples will have a deeper understanding of God and will 
now share in actual union with him, because of Jesus’ finished work. So, 
it’s not merely a matter of having more disciples, although that is the 
expectation, but it is because of the new reality that the disciples share.

Jesus assures them that “whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that 
the Father may be glorified in the Son.” Praying in Jesus’ name is not a 
magic phrase to be used at the end of a prayer. It means praying in union 
with the character of Jesus and sharing in His desire to bring glory to the 
Father. This is seen in verse 15, “if you love me, you will obey my 



commandments.” Through the union that we have in Christ, we join Him 
in bringing glory to the Father and because of this Jesus will, 

“ask of the Father, and He will give you another helper, to be with 
you forever, even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, 
because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he 
dwells with you and will be in you.” 

The word for helper, or in some translations, comforter, counselor, or 
advocate is Paraclete. Jesus promises to ask the Father to send another 
Paraclete, which means there had already been one and it was him.  1 John 
2:1, 

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may 
not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ the righteous. 

Here John promises that Jesus is our Advocate (Paraclete) who is the one 
who stands before the Father declaring those who follow him as not guilty.

The reason that Jesus promises the disciples another helper is because 
having faith in and love for Jesus will unite disciples to God and bring 
them into his work and will, but the greater things also require his 
resources. 

So many of the Old Testament stories point us forward to the reality to be 
found in Jesus. We find a great example of this from Numbers 11. Moses 
had become overwhelmed with the burden of dealing with Israel so God 
told him to bring 70 elders of Israel to the tabernacle and said, “And I will 
come down and talk with you there. And I will take some of the Spirit that 
is on you and put it on them, and they shall bear the burden of the people 
with you, so that you may not bear it yourself alone.”  
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When Moses brought the elders to the tabernacle, the Spirit immediately 
anointed the elders to remove much of the burden from Moses. We see the 
Spirit that was upon Moses, the mediator of the old covenant, placed upon 
those who were his followers. God was pointing forward to Jesus, the 
mediator of the new covenant, that would ask the Father and he would 
place the Holy Spirit within his disciples and followers. The same power of 
the Spirit that came upon Jesus would be placed within them to continue in 
the work of the Father begun by Jesus. This would result in the disciples 
being indwelled by the Spirit of Truth.

What a wonderful title for the Holy Spirit and vitally important to 
remember. It’s the Holy Spirit who was in creation the Spirit of God, which 
some translate “Mighty Wind” who hovers over the face of the deep and 
over the waters. Here God’s Spirit moved against the chaos and emptiness, 
bringing God’s order to the universe. God’s Spirit gave life to all. Psalm 
104:30 that we read this morning, 

When you send forth your Spirit, they are created,  
     and you renew the face of the ground.

In Luke 1:34–35 when Mary asked the Angel how she would be with child 
when she was a virgin. Remember what the angel said, “The Holy Spirit 
will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God.”

It was the Holy Spirit who inspired the Bible. It’s the Holy Spirit who 
illumines the Word of God and applies the truth so that it cuts through 
bone and marrow (Hebrews 4:12). It’s the Holy Spirit who exposes lies and 
the workings of the enemy. The world, those without Christ, could not 
receive the Spirit. Why? Because they “neither see him nor know him.” On 
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the other hand, those who are in Christ, know him, for he dwells with you 
and will be in you. 

This is why it is vitally important that we speak the truth of God’s word to 
those “who neither see him nor know him” because they can’t see the lie 
without the Spirit revealing Jesus to them. This is why we can’t accept the 
demand of our culture that all religions are the same and each leads to 
God. It’s a lie and the Spirit of Truth needs to expose it as such.

Because of the Holy Spirit we have access to all that God has promised and 
therefore can do the greater works. The power of the Spirit that was on 
Christ would, by Jesus’ request, be distributed to all who loved him, so that 
the same power would be given to the church. Often, those who hate 
Christianity point to times like the Crusades, religious persecution, and 
bigotry that at times down through history have sullied the reputation of 
the church. R.C Sproul in his book, In the Beginning was the Word, he makes 
this observation, 

Actually if we look at the history of Western Civilization, we 
see that the primary impetus for the abolition of slavery in the 
Western world came largely through the impact of the 
Christian church. Countless institutions of higher learning, 
universities and colleges were founded by the ministry of 
Christians. It was the Christian community that moved across 
the globe building orphanages for children who were without 
hope. The hospital movement in Western history was largely 
driven by the Christian church. By the Spirit’s endowment, 
the church extends the work of Jesus, the benefits of Jesus, 
indeed the ministry of Jesus to the ends of the earth.



I believe that the discourse from John 14–17 between Jesus and his 
disciples, although unnerving at first, prepared them to finally understand 
that Jesus had to return to the Father in order for the Holy Spirit to be 
poured out upon the church. It prepared them to receive the commands of 
Jesus after the resurrection and to return to Jerusalem rejoicing as they 
waited.

Pentecost is a wonderful time to ask God to renew our commitment to the 
building of the kingdom of God. It’s the time to ask God to move within us 
by the Holy Spirit challenging us as a church and as individuals to ask the 
question: “What would you have us do?” 

Clearly, we aren’t done yet and the crisis that we are experiencing around 
the world only has one solution. I think the first order of business is for 
Christians to repent of our lethargy and indifference and invite Jesus to 
raise up his people once again in the power of the Holy Spirit. I have been 
praying that God will move within us, bringing the joy of His presence as 
we work for His glory under the anointing of the Holy Spirit. As a church 
we have the opportunity to stretch ourselves to attempt things that seem 
difficult. We have present examples like the Northern Neck Christian 
School, Wyldlife, or ministries to the poor that are all around us. Who do 
you believe that we are as a church? What is the Holy Spirit saying to you? 
Things are a mess and right now it appears that time is not on our side, but 
Jesus is. 

Let’s pray.  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