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You Need to Remember Whose You Are

Text:  Mathew 4:1–11

We live in a fascinating time. The technology and availability of 
information at our fingertips are greater than any age before now and it just 
keeps growing. I never knew either of my grandfathers but on my mother’s 
side I had access to a lot of information about the family history. My great 
aunt Jeanne wrote a book about the Riley family going back for many 
generations. It was fun to read about where they came from and even some 
of the important things they did to bring notoriety to themselves. 

On my fathers’ side I knew virtually nothing. I knew that my grandfather 
Moffitt was named, “Captain Burpee Moffitt” (which has a funny story 
behind it) and he was born in Randleman, NC, in 1894. I was told that he 
was orphaned from his birth because his mother died in childbirth and his 
father took him and his brother and sister to a neighbor’s house and never 
came back. I know that he fought in World War I and never wanted to talk 
about it. My Uncle Cy was in World War II and saw many things that he 
would have preferred to forget. My father said that his father and Cy 
would talk about their experiences together because they could understand 
how each other felt and the ghosts that hung around in their minds. I 
learned a few other things about him from my father and uncle and from 
records that my grandmother left me, but no one knew anything about his 
family. I used to wish that I had known him and felt somehow slighted he 
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died before I was born. My father and uncle spoke about how they loved 
him so much because he was a really great man in their estimation.                                                                                                                           

Last year our daughter Amy bought Teresa and me the DNA kit from 
Ancestry.com. We sent it in and got back the results in about six weeks 
telling us our separate genealogies. We were excited to find out where our 
lineage came from and so I decided to sign up to have access to their 
resources in order to start building my family tree. Amy and I both began 
to research our family and were amazed at how much information was 
already there for our use. We would talk on the phone about exciting new 
finds and branches that led off into interesting places. 

The most amazing part was concerning my grandfather Moffitt, Captain 
Burpee. As it ended up his mother didn’t die at childbirth and lived in 
Connecticut for many years. After some digging I found the circumstances 
around this mystery and they were not even close to what I had been told. 
My father and uncle didn’t lie about him as they were repeating what they 
had been told. They didn’t have all the facts that were available to me. It 
didn’t take me long to find out there was a serious scandal that had been 
covered up. Suffice it to say that my family was not as boring as I had been 
led to believe. 

I know many of you have researched your family tree and perhaps it led 
you to an understanding of how and why things ended up the way they 
did. Sometimes it’s just good to know where you come from, often as an 
explanation as to why you are who you are. There is a longing in our souls 
to know our place in this world and it’s good to know that we are a part of 
something that has been going on for a long time.

This is the first Sunday in our Lenten journey as we invite our Lord Jesus to 
walk with us in a greater intimacy than ever before. Hopefully, we will 



come to a deeper experience with the Lord as we focus on the reality of the 
cross on Good Friday and the joy of the resurrection on Easter morning. 
The seasons of the church should not be rote but intentional times of 
focusing on God’s word and Spirit anew. Our goal today is that we begin 
this walk focusing on the importance of not just knowing who we are but 
whose we are. We’ll look at our gospel passage from Matthew 4:1–11.

First, we need to set the scene given us in the story of Jesus coming to John 
the Baptist for baptism. Let me read Matthew 3:16–17, 

And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and 
behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; 17 and behold, a voice 
from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.

Our passage from Matthew 4 begins with the Holy Spirit immediately 
leading Jesus into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. Craig Keener 
in his Commentary on the Gospel of Matthew suggests, 

This narrative underlines the biblical principle that God's calling 
must be tested. The Spirit, having empowered Jesus for his mission 
as God's Son now is the one who leads him into the wilderness 
where his call must be tested. Like most of his heroic predecessors 
in biblical history (Abraham, Joseph, Moses, David, Job), Jesus had 
to pass a period of testing before beginning his public ministry…. If 
God is calling and empowering you to do something for him, you 
can expect to be tested, and you can expect testing commensurate 
with the seriousness of your call. Testing is for our good: when 
biblical heroes had matured through the time of testing, they knew 
the depth of God's grace that had sustained them.
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Jesus’ ministry would be inaugurated by the loving affirmation of His 
heavenly Father and the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit. Then he 
would be led into the wilderness, possibly the Sinai, where he would be 
alone, and in danger from wild animals for 40 days and nights. Jesus went 
to prepare himself for the calling that the Father had given him, like a 
champion going into the field to face and conquer the enemy. The story of 
David and Goliath comes to mind as the young lone warrior faces a 
previously unbeaten enemy and conquers him completely. Jesus would 
deny himself food and companionship and exist only on prayer and 
fasting. 

In doing so he was giving Satan all the advantages that he would want. 
After 40 days and nights Jesus was hungry and likely very weak as well. 
He was indeed the Son of God, but he came to earth fully human, 
consequently he would experience the same pain and weakness that we 
would after having gone so long without nourishment. He placed himself 
in a position where only God could see him through. It was at the point of 
his greatest weakness that Satan came to tempt him. 

It’s here that the fight is fully engaged with the tempter, aptly named 
because he was the same one who came to our first parents to tempt them. 
He comes to Jesus with the identical reasoning that he brought to Adam 
and Eve. He begins by suggesting that God, the Father was not as good and 
loving as he appeared to be. Satan had no doubt as to the identity of Jesus 
but wanted him to consider that he was in such a weakened condition, how 
could a loving heavenly Father want him to starve in this miserable, 
dangerous and lonely place? Are you really the “beloved Son” that the 
voice from Heaven suggested? Does the evidence of your situation make 
this seem likely to you? This was the same rouse that the serpent suggested 
to Eve in the Garden of Eden, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of 



any tree in the garden’? “ Satan knew that God had given them all the trees 
in the garden for food except one, but he is setting the stage to question 
God’s goodness. “Did he really place you in the midst of this lush and 
beautiful place only to tempt you and make you miserable? Could it be that 
he is trying to deny you the very best? Does that seem fair?”

To Jesus he suggests that it would be proper if he commanded the stones to 
become bread because after all, “You are the Son of God, right? You don’t 
need to wait on your Father to provide for you. Look at you, you’re 
starving!” Jesus well knew this deceiver and knew the antagonistic hatred 
that he had for God. Jesus could have rebuked Satan to Mars if he had 
wanted to but instead he chose to use the power of God’s holy scripture, 
just like we would need to. He shined the light of God’s word as a weapon 
against Satan and temptation. In quoting Deuteronomy 8:3, Jesus gave the 
very same response that Moses gave to Israel in the wilderness and for the 
very same reason, they were questioning God’s faithfulness and ability to 
provide. Moses said, 

And he humbled you and let you hunger and fed you with manna, which 
you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that he might make you 
know that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by every word 
that comes from the mouth of the Lord.

Jesus applies his circumstances to that of Israel in the wilderness. Israel was 
God’s son, and he was called out of Egypt into the wilderness where he 
would learn to trust in God’s favor and provision. Israel failed to trust their 
loving Father; Jesus would not make the same mistake. God would provide 
when he was ready. 
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Satan misunderstood the reason that Jesus had been led into the 
wilderness. He didn’t need this temptation in order to prove his devotion 
to his Father, he did it so that he could identify with us. Hebrews 2:18; 4:15, 

For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those 
who are being tempted.

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet 
without sin.

Then the devil takes and places Jesus on the pinnacle of the temple. The 
first-century Jewish historian Josephus wrote that to stand upon the 
pinnacle (which was a wing of the temple), “would make a man’s head run 
giddy to look down from it.” The pinnacle rose around 200 feet from the 
floor of the Kidron Valley. Some have suggested that this was possibly at a 
time of public worship. If Jesus threw himself down from such a high place 
and landed unharmed, then surely those who witnessed this would be 
amazed and would become his followers. Satan then employs the word of 
God himself, 

“If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written, ‘He will 
command his angels concerning you, ’and ‘On their hands they will bear 
you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone.” 

On the face of it, this seems reasonable…what a powerful introduction to 
the people in Jerusalem and what an opportunity to set the stage for his 
entrance as their Messiah. Satan was quoting from Psalm 91:11–12 but he 
applied it wrongly, as it was encouraging Jesus to neglect the charge that 
the Father had given him, just to prove to Satan who he was. Jesus knew 
exactly who he was and so he used Scripture correctly to rebuke his enemy, 
“You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.”  Certainly, Jesus could 
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claim all of God’s promises but never as a means of testing his Father’s 
goodness and faithfulness.

The third temptation was the brashest of all of them,

Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the 
kingdoms of the world and their glory. 9 And he said to him, “All these I 
will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.”

The devil offered Jesus the kingdom without the cross. All that he would 
need to do is give Satan what he had been longing for since he fell from 
being an exalted servant of God to his most profane enemy. This request 
shows the blackness of Lucifer’s heart. He would rather be worshipped 
than have title to all the kingdoms of the world. From the beginning of the 
temptations Satan suggested that the Father was unkind and thoughtless, 
so now he plays his last card by inviting Jesus to disown any allegiance to 
God and call him father. Jesus’ reward would be that he would inherit all 
the kingdoms of the world and it would only require that Jesus bow down 
and worship him, which anyone could see would be such a small thing 
with a great reward. 

We must see in this brazen suggestion that our enemy is cunning and was 
even willing to suggest such a blasphemous and unthinkable thing to the 
very Son of God. What about us? Do you think that he will hesitate for 
even a moment to whisper in your ear? We must stay in God’s word and in 
prayer in order to recognize his evil cunning and speak the truth of God’s 
to send him packing. That’s exactly what Jesus did as he had enough, and 
revealed his authority by commanding that Satan depart with this final 
word on the matter, “Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is 
written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God and him only shall you 
serve.”



It's interesting to note that every scripture that Jesus quoted came from the 
Book of Deuteronomy. In this story Jesus was teaching his disciples that to 
effectively counter the attacks of our deceitful enemy, we must use God’s 
word, not the wisdom of men. We should feed upon the word as our bread 
so that we will be strong enough to command this liar to flee, as Jesus did. 

Critics have attacked the Book of Deuteronomy for many, many years as 
being historically untrustworthy, but it’s important to remember that Jesus 
referred to it as the word of God and likely the fresh bread that he fed 
upon. 

Charles Spurgeon once commented that, 

The Book of Deuteronomy has been grievously assailed by many 
critics. Perhaps this proves that the devil doesn’t like this book; he 
would fain avenge himself for the wounds it caused him on this 
most memorable occasion.

Finally, our passage ends with, “Then the devil left him, and behold, angels 
came and were ministering to him.”  God never turns away from those who 
endure the temptations from Satan. I have found that God will also move 
on my behalf, even in the midst of trials and temptation. He bears me up 
and gives me strength even when I feel weak. The help from angels that 
Satan referred to from Psalm 91:11, which Jesus refused to act upon 
illegitimately, was given him willingly when appropriate. Again Charles 
Spurgeon noted, 

…these holy beings might not come upon the scene while the battle 
was being fought, lest they should seem to divide the honors of the 
day; but when the duel was ended, they hastened to bring food for 
the body, and comfort for the mind of the champion king.



The example that Jesus gave us in the wilderness temptations has never 
been more relevant than they are today. Satan is certainly going about as a 
roaring lion.

1 Peter 5:8 reminds us, “Be sober-minded and alert. Your adversary the 
devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.”

Many in our culture would have Christianity eradicated and claim that it is 
responsible for the judgmental and archaic beliefs that hold people down. 
Doubt and fear seem to grip the hearts of many within the organized 
church. There is the tendency to compromise our beliefs for the sake of 
unity and this is seen as good and right. Isaiah 5:20, 

Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for 
light and light for darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter! 
Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes, and shrewd in their own 
sight! 

Andy Crouch, Executive Director of Christianity Today in his book, Culture 
Making, writes,

Culture is all around us. We often talk about the culture as if it is a 
static, concrete set of rules, standards, traditions, etc. However, 
culture is far more encompassing than what a certain group of 
people do at a certain time.

Rather than critique, copy, or consume culture, Christians are called 
to make culture. As people made in God’s image, we reflect the 
glory of God — the greatest culture maker. The big picture of 
Scripture gives us a picture of God’s great, culture-transforming 
redemption.
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As we live in light of the gospel and the transformation that God 
has worked in us, we humbly recognize our reliance on God in our 
efforts to impact the culture around us. Using the cultural power, 
communities, and grace God has given, we serve and steward all 
that God has given.

Culture making is our calling. Our aim is to make something that 
lasts beyond our rural communities and cities into the Holy City, 
the New Jerusalem. This is what it means to glorify God in all that 
we say and do. No small changes in the cultures around us are in 
vain!

The season of Lent is a wonderful time to invite the Lord Jesus to help us 
remember and renew our calling as the church and as children of God. 
Anything else is to fall for the lies and deception of Satan. Jesus gave us the 
perfect example as to how that should be done, through Word and Spirit in 
his wilderness temptations. 

Let’s pray.
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