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Why Are You Following Jesus Christ?

Text:  John 1:29–42 

Recently, I have been thinking a lot about how the way we live as 
Christians reflects to those around us who we believe Jesus Christ to be. Is 
he an impersonal deity, a historical figure, one of many ways to God, the 
cosmic Santa Claus whose job is to provide us with all we want and need, 
or is he God, the eternal Son and the only way to the Father and salvation? 
Is he worthy of praise, honor and glory? If he is, then what is my response 
to be? This is the most important question of our lives and we will never 
rest or be at peace until this question is settled once and for all time. 

While pondering this question, I was reminded of my maternal 
grandmother. She and three of her five children lived fairly close by and I 
could easily walk over to her house. I didn’t go there very often because the 
house always smelled of cats (of which she had several) and accumulated 
filth that was never addressed. Once I had to spend the night at her house 
and the next morning one of my aunts fixed me scrambled eggs in a cast-
iron skillet that she pulled out of the sink. I didn’t look like it had been 
washed in months. She put the plate of eggs in front of me and I refused to 
eat them. I told her that the eggs were dirty, which they thought was 
hilarious. 

They always talked about how they didn’t have any money. That wasn’t 
surprising as none of them worked. The one thing that sticks out in my 
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memory was that booklets and brochures from Oral Roberts were strewn 
all around the house. As it ended up, my grandmother, Mama Ruth, 
regularly sent money to Oral Roberts, even though she was barely able to 
get by on her meager income. Whenever she sent money, the good folks at 
that ministry would ply her with pamphlets and brochures promising that 
more blessings were on the way. She would read the literature looking for 
the secrets of God’s blessings and wealth.

I sometimes watched the TV show of Oral Roberts preaching and he 
always promised with a secure look and firm conviction to those who were 
watching, “Something good is going to happen to you, today”. He had a 
book of the same title, but there he added, “Choose the imperishable, See 
the Invisible, Do the impossible.” Mama Ruth seemed to reason that if she 
sent him money, that all the good things she wanted would come her way. 
Her life didn’t seem to me to reflect a love for God or obedience to his word 
but a desire to get blessings with the least amount of effort and get them 
now. It appeared to me through my young mind that in essence, she wasn’t 
a disciple of Jesus Christ, but of Oral Roberts. Sadly, she died a pauper and 
very disappointed and disillusioned. 

As I grew up, I knew others in my family and their friends who put their 
faith and trust in televangelist Robert Tilton. Every show he essentially had 
the same message as Oral Roberts, but he was a little more brazen about it. 
His show was solely comprised of him reading testimonies sent in by the 
faithful, detailing that when they sent him seed money, that God provided 
a huge return on that money and that was the whole point to them. Then 
the last part of his show strived to prove from Scripture that sending him 
as much money as you could was planting a seed of faith that God would 
water until it turned into a much larger amount than was given. I don’t 
recall anyone that I knew benefitting from the seed money that Robert 



Tilton promised. Again, in my humble opinion, they weren’t following 
Jesus Christ, but Robert Tilton.

Now by way of disclaimer, my intention today is not to cast aspersions on 
those preaching the prosperity gospel, although I believe it to be a grave 
error. I am not insinuating that I am making any kind of statement about 
their salvation. I do believe however that they often lead people to unbelief 
when what is promised doesn’t come true. I have seen folks mad at God 
because they didn’t get a big payback on their gift. What I want us to 
contemplate today is why we follow Jesus Christ. What is it about him?

Today is the second Sunday of Epiphany. During this season our focus and 
celebration are of the revelation of God in the flesh, in the person of Jesus 
Christ, who became one of us so that we might be reconciled to God.

Last week we looked at the invitation that Jesus made to John the Baptist, 
to join him in fulfilling all righteousness, by baptizing him. In doing this, 
Jesus- God incarnate, humbled himself by submitting to the Father’s will 
and joined us in our weakness and shame. The Father's response was one 
of delight in the Son and sending the Holy Spirit upon Jesus,  empowering 
and strengthening him for the task that he came to perform. We spoke of 
John the Baptist’s reaction to seeing Jesus and exclaiming, “Behold the 
Lamb, who takes away the sin of the world.” John, through the eyes of the 
Holy Spirit, saw Jesus for who he was and responded accordingly. The 
takeaway last week was that in accepting Jesus’ invitation to join him in 
following the plan of God, John the Baptist fully lived into his calling and 
so will we if we follow the plan of God for us.

Today we want to continue the same story through the lens of the Gospel of 
John and the situation that the Apostle Paul was addressing in 1 
Corinthians 1:10–17.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+1:10%E2%80%9317&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+1:10%E2%80%9317&version=ESV


In John 1:29–33, he records the reaction of John the Baptist when seeing 
Jesus for who he actually was. It’s likely that he and Jesus were probably 
very aware of each other, as they were cousins. However, John didn’t know 
that Jesus was the lamb and Son of God until the Spirit identified him. This 
was the very person that John the Baptist spoke of while baptizing in the 
wilderness. He had been careful to explain that his baptism was for 
repentance, but one was coming that would baptize with the Holy Spirit 
and fire. What a revelation that must have been as he is given “eyes to see 
and a heart to understand” the significance of who Jesus is, and ends up 
being the one who gives testimony as to his identity. Testifying to Jesus’ 
true identity is a central theme in John’s gospel and should be in our lives. 
If he is who he said, then we must invite the Holy Spirit to anoint us in our 
understanding of the call on our lives and pour out the fresh indwelling 
presence signified in the Baptism with fire. Last week we saw that John 
made a distinction between his baptism of repentance and the Baptism of 
the Holy Spirit and fire. He knew that Jesus was offering something that he 
did not have.

At the beginning of his ministry, Jesus was greeted and acknowledged by 
the Holy Spirit and the words of exclamation from John the Baptist. They 
were pointing both to those present and us today that Jesus’ coming was 
him living into his destiny as the sacrifice that would bring him agony and 
death on the cross. He came to restore and transform those who the Father 
would give him and for the atonement of the sins of the world. The 
shadow of the cross was looming over the entire ministry of Jesus. 

John doesn’t present him as the great moral example of how we should live 
or as a great teacher of holiness and love. The Baptist doesn’t exclaim, 
“Behold the great example” or “Behold the great teacher”. Instead through 
the clarity given him by the Holy Spirit, he is able to rightly identify the 
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mission as well as the identity of Jesus. In one brief sentence, John is able to 
summarize the greatest work of Jesus, which was to deal with the problem 
of sin in all mankind. Through his living sacrifice, men and women would 
once again be given the opportunity to be reconciled to God. John uses the 
imagery of the sacrificial lamb that Israel would be well acquainted with 
through the Old Testament law.

David Guzik in his commentary of John’s gospel points out: 

Jesus is the perfect example of every time that image (of sacrifice) is 
displayed.

• He is the lamb slain before in the Garden of Eden to cover the 
nakedness of the first sinners.

• He is the lamb God that would himself provide for Abraham as a 
substitute for Isaac.

• He is the Passover lamb for Israel.

• He is the lamb for the guilt offering in the Levitical sacrifices.

• He is Isaiah’s lamb to the slaughter, ready to be shorn.

Each of these lambs fulfilled their role in their death, this was the 
announcement that Jesus would die, as a sacrifice for the sin of the 
world.

This sacrifice has the power to forgive the sins of the world and would be 
applied to all who lay hold of it by faith. John the Baptist was born before 
Jesus the son of Mary was born. So, when the Baptist says that Jesus had a 
higher rank than he did because he existed before him, he was pointing to 
the fact that Jesus was the eternally existing one. The Apostle John had 
already revealed the eternal existence of God– the Son. Now John the 



Baptist sees this as well and shares this with those who are standing with 
him. Isn’t it amazing that he had received such a deep understanding of the 
identity of Jesus, who had earlier merely walked up to him? When the 
Holy Spirit opens the eyes of those who were previously blind, it’s amazing 
how quick and thorough the understanding can be and the impact it can 
have on those who are listening. Two men who had previously been the 
disciples of John the Baptist, turn and begin to follow Jesus. It’s the 
testimony of John the Baptist that causes them to be curious enough to 
follow Jesus when he exclaimed, “Behold the Lamb of God”. John was a 
reliable witness concerning Jesus because he confirmed the evidence from 
God- the Father. 

The gospel of John emphasizes the role of John the Baptist as a witness not 
as a baptizer. Witnesses give testimony to what they have seen and 
experienced, in an effort to establish the truth. Witnesses are not seen as 
neutral but those who are prepared to give testimony to what they believe 
is true. John knew beyond a doubt the identity of Jesus because he had seen 
with his eyes the heavens open up and heard with his ears the Father 
declaring, “this is my Son in whom I am well pleased” and he had seen the 
dove descending upon Jesus. However, it must be understood that it was 
likely that others were there and didn’t understand like the Baptist. The 
difference was that the Holy Spirit enabled him to experience what was 
going on with his senses and with the inner witness of the Holy Spirit to 
understand what he observed.

It was enough evidence that two of John’s disciples turned to discover who 
Jesus was and why he had come. It’s interesting that the Apostle John 
presents Jesus as seemingly indifferent, but in reality he asked a very 
pointed question. John 1:37–39, 



The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38 Jesus 
turned and saw them following and said to them, “What are you seeking?” 

I think that is a great question that is as relevant today as it was back then. 
What are you seeking from Jesus? My grandmother didn’t appear to me to 
be seeking Jesus for who he was but for what he could provide materially. 
Sometimes there are material needs and there is no reason that we can’t 
depend on God for our provision, but for that to be the sole reason is to 
miss out on the greatest blessing that God offers in Christ. He is offering a 
deep and abiding relationship with our creator, Lord and King and he is 
willing to take it to a level of joy and peace like we have never dreamed of.

Most of you know that Teresa passed out at home last Wednesday and had 
a hematoma on her brain from the fall. I took her to Rappahannock General 
Hospital in Kilmarnock. After two CAT scans they determined that she 
needed to be transported to St. Mary’s Hospital in Richmond. I received a 
phone call from someone very dear to me, who knows the medical issues 
we have dealt with over the past 1½ years. While I was explaining what 
happened in Teresa’s fall, this person heard the emotion in my voice and 
asked me if I was all right. My response was that I was okay but feeling a 
bit frustrated. I was somewhat surprised at the next question, “Are you 
frustrated with God?” My reply, “On the contrary, it’s God that I am 
leaning on. I feel weak but He is so strong and right now I need his 
strength.” 

I thought about this later as I went home alone, and Teresa was en route to 
Richmond in an ambulance. My greatest desire was for God to watch over 
us and I spent some time praising him for his faithfulness and thanking 
him that Teresa wasn’t hurt worse. I had no way of knowing what the next 
day would bring so, I thanked him that he was in control and asked for rest 
that evening. In some ways I felt that things were piling up on my 



shoulders, but experience has taught me that God lets me bring my 
weakness and inadequacy to the foot of the cross. It’s a matter of 
intentionally focusing on who God is, not on what he can give me. I wasn’t 
making any demands or coming to make a deal with Him, but to 
acknowledge that He is always faithful, and I can trust him no matter the 
situation. I had to make a choice between listening to the enemy trying to 
make me see that God was turning his back on us or rebuke him and turn 
to God in praise and adoration. I chose the latter and was able to sleep 
soundly. This was not my first rodeo. I have learned through experience 
that God is always faithful, even when times are difficult.

So, Jesus was asking a very important question to Andrew and the other 
disciple of John the Baptist. Many believe that the other disciple was John, 
the writer of this gospel. He doesn’t normally refer to himself by name in 
the gospel of John, but writes with such detail that it’s likely that it was 
Andrew and John following Jesus that day. Their reply actually shows 
quite a bit about what they were wanting from Jesus. In calling him 
“Rabbi”, they are acknowledging who they understood him to be. It wasn’t 
unusual to follow a rabbi seeking knowledge that he had to offer.

 And they said to him, 

“Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where are you staying?” 39 He said to 
them, “Come and you will see.” So, they came and saw where he was 
staying, and they stayed with him that day, for it was about the tenth 
hour.”

Jesus shows that he understands their question and invites them to come 
and be with him. Whatever he taught them that day, it was enough that 
they went to Andrew's brother, Simon Peter, telling him that they had 



found the Messiah. Jesus didn’t send them back to John the Baptist because 
his offer was that they be a part of his life. 

Some have wondered what John the Baptist’s reaction was to two of his 
disciples leaving him to follow Jesus. I suspect that he was fine with that 
because he knew that his calling was fading and the whole point of his 
calling was there. He had faithfully proclaimed that the Kingdom of 
Heaven was at hand and now he knew that the King had come. Later on, in 
John’s gospel, the Baptist will explain to other disciples that “He must 
become greater, I must become less.” (3:30).

In our epistle reading from 1 Corinthians 1:10–17, Paul addresses a serious 
problem going on in the church at Corinth.

I remember once while I was traveling out west, that I called home and 
before we really had a proper chance to say our “Howdy Do’s” Teresa told 
me that we had a big problem. A district manager of the IRS had called and 
demanded that I meet him in Roanoke for an audit of the past years' 
returns. He demanded that I be there in two days or he would assume that 
I had underpaid a certain amount. I called him and explained that I could 
not be there in two days as that would require me to break the laws of the 
Dept. of Transportation. This is the kind of seriousness that Paul is 
addressing to the church at Corinth. Basically, he spends very little time 
with pleasantries but opens up with, “We got a big problem. He begins 
with, “I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ…” 
He reminds them of his familial affection for them by calling them brothers 
but then he appeals to them in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. In doing 
this he is reminding them that the authority of Jesus Christ stood behind 
his words. 
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The problem was that there was great disunity within the church. Paul is 
going to ask them to “agree with one another, to eliminate divisions, and 
to be united in the same mind and thoughts”. Paul wasn’t demanding unity 
at the expense of truth, as he would later on in this letter expose those who 
were preaching a different gospel than he had taught. The problem that he 
was addressing in this morning’s passage was disunity that was brought 
about because of personality factions. He identified four factious loyalties 
in the church at Corinth. Some claimed to follow Paul, some Apollos, some 
Cephas and some Jesus Christ. You would think that he would praise those 
who followed Christ alone, but he was likely admonishing them for feeling 
superior for not following any human leader.

He encouraged them to live in humility and love with each other, following 
the teaching of the Apostles and living in the power of the Holy Spirit for 
the glory of Christ. In other words, they were to love the Lord with all their 
heart, soul, mind and strength and love their neighbors as themselves. 
They weren’t to focus on any human leader, but together follow the Lord.

Paul knew that if there was disunity within the church then they would be 
fractured and become a terrible witness to an unbelieving world. They 
must each strive to be faithful to the calling of God in their individual and 
corporate lives. Anything else would be a mockery to the name Jesus and 
death to the local body.

This problem is one that resonates with us in our culture. We have those 
who would call themselves good Christians but have no respect for the 
authority of God’s Holy Word. There are many who support the pro-choice 
movement, and speak of murdering the unborn while still in the mother’s 
womb, as a good thing to be celebrated. They endorse the credo of the 
LGBTQ movement and call it loving and to be desired. They want these 
abominations taught in our public schools and threaten even the lives of 



those who disagree. The problem that all too often appears in local 
congregations who love God’s word and the sanctity of human life, is that 
they become embroiled in fighting specific issues and neglect the faithful 
proclamation of the gospel. The only hope of any society is that God’s 
people remain faithful as living witnesses to the Lordship of Jesus Christ 
and wholly depend on the power of the Holy Spirit to show up in us so 
that others may see it. This doesn’t mean that Christians shouldn’t be at the 
forefront of these issues but should there knowing that the only way for 
people to change their minds is for their hearts to be transformed. Only 
Jesus can do that, but he has told us that we are his body- voice- hands and 
feet.

It’s a mistake to think that things were any different in the first century 
when the early church was growing. The same issues were there. Sexual 
perversion was rampant and child sacrifices to pagan gods had been going 
on for thousands of years. Paul is reminding the church at Corinth to return 
to the Gospel that had transformed their lives and not be taken out of the 
fight by focusing on things that were divisive and a matter of personal 
preference.

That brings us back to the original question posed at the beginning of this 
sermon, “Why are you following Jesus Christ?” Is it because you want him 
to bless and protect you? Is it because you ultimately want to be on the 
winning side? Is it fire insurance: escaping Hell? Or is it because the Holy 
Spirit has revealed to you who Jesus is and nothing is more important than 
moving in the light of the Holy Spirit, no matter where it leads. I invite you 
to consider this question and ask God to reveal the answer. 

Let’s pray.
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