
   

 

 

Our Mission:  To know Christ and to make Him known to others 

 

            Light of Christ  
             Anglican Church 

P.O. Box 609   

9500 Northumberland Highway   

Heathsville, Virginia  22473 

804-580-4555  www.lightofchristva.org 

Our Vision:   To be a leader in equipping the saints of the Northern Neck for ministry 
 

Christians working together to spread the Gospel 
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  IN THE LORD’S SERVICE 
 

Priest - The Rev. Mike Moffitt 
Pianist - Jan Beckett 

Lesson Reader - Jeanne Hickey 
Prayers of the People - Tony Blackstone 

Altar Guild - Suzy Norman 
Audio/Visual Technicians - Wayne Hamlett, 

Fred Wimberly, or George Kranda 
Vestry Duty - George Beckett 

Counter - Courtney Ludeman, Pam Smith 

COPYRIGHT NOTICE 
 

Scripture quotations are from the HOLY BIBLE, ENGLISH STANDARD 
VERSION® . (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry 
of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

THIS WEEK'S ACTIVITIES 
 

Sun.  10:00 a.m.  Sunday Worship    
   
Tues.    1:00 p.m. “Behold Your God” Study Group 
 
Wed.  10:00 - 12 Zoom Intercessory Prayer   
    3:00 p.m. Good News Club   
                                                                                                 

Fri.            7:00 p.m.           Zoom Prayer Meeting                       
 
  
 

Due to the Covid-19 virus, all activities normally held in the 
church have been cancelled. We hope to resume our normal 

schedules soon. 
 Newcomers are welcome.                                               

    

 
PARISH LEADERSHIP AND STAFF 

 

Staff Clergy - The Rev. Michael J. Moffitt, Rector 
Senior Warden - George Beckett 

Junior Warden - Randy Smith 
Treasurer - Courtney Ludeman 

Registrar - Jan Beckett  
Assistant Treasurer - Betty Dillingham 

Members of the Vestry - Anna Brennan  
and David Peresluha  

Webmaster - Joy Gwaltney 
Office Manager - Joyce Olverson 

Office email - lightofchristva@gmail.com 
Office phone - 804-580-4555 

Office hours - Monday:  8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
Tuesday - Friday:  8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

Prayer Line - 804-724-8005 

December 27, 2020 

The nursery is closed due to the Covid-19 virus. 
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First Sunday of Christmas 

December 27, 2020 
Renewed Ancient Text 

Pre-Service Music 
 

 

Processional Hymn:   O Come,  All Ye Faithful  vs. 1, 3, 5 

 

Words: John Francis Wade (1711-1786); tr. Frederick Oakeley (1802-1880) and others 
Music: Adeste fideles, present form of melody att. John Francis Wade (1711-1786); harm. The English Hymnal, 1906 
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THE WORD OF GOD 

Words of Acclamation and Collect for Purity 

Priest:   Blessed be God: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
People:   And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

Priest: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid. Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your 
holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
People:   Amen. 

Priest:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And with your spirit. 

Collect of the Day 

Priest:  Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word: Grant that this light, kindled in our 
hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, on God now and for ever.      
People:  Amen.  
The people sit. 

The Summary of the Law  
Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says: 
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the first 
and great commandment. And the second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two com-
mandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.  Matthew 22:37-40 

Hymn:  Glorify Thy Name vs. 1–3 

Words and music:  Donna Adkins. © 1976 Fountain of Life Ministries.  All rights reserved.  
Used by permission.  CCLI license #2429023 
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Laudate Dominum 

12 Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem; * 
praise your God, O Zion.  

13 For he has made strong the bars of your gates * 
and has blessed your children within you. 

14 He makes peace in your borders *  
and fills you with the finest of wheat.  

15 He sends forth his commandment upon the earth, * 
and his word runs very swiftly. 

16 He gives snow like wool *  

First Reading:  Isaiah 61:10–62:5
10 I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; my soul shall exult in 
my God, for he has clothed me with the garments of sal-

vation; he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beauti-

ful headdress, and as a bride adorns herself with her jew-

els. 11 For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, and as a 

garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, so the 

Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to sprout 

up before all the nations. 1 For Zion's sake I will not keep 

silent, and for Jerusalem's sake I will not be quiet, until her 

righteousness goes forth as brightness, and her salvation 
as  a  burning  torch.  2 The  nations  shall  see  your  

Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God.

The Psalm:  147:12–20   pp. 464–465 BCP

righteousness, and all the kings your glory, and you shall 
be called by a new name that the mouth of the LORD will 
give. 3 You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the 
LORD, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 4 You 
shall no more be termed Forsaken, and your land shall no 
more be termed Desolate, but you shall be called My  
Delight Is in Her, and your land Married; for the Lord 
delights in you, and your land shall be married. 5 For as a 
young man marries a young woman, so shall your sons 
marry you, and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, 
so shall your God rejoice over you. 

17 He casts forth his ice like crumbs; * 
who is able to abide his frost?  

18 He sends out his word and melts them; * 
he blows with his wind, and the waters flow. 

19 He declares his word unto Jacob, *  
his statutes and ordinances unto Israel. 

20 He has not dealt so with other nations; *  
neither have they knowledge of his laws. Praise the 
Lord.  

and scatters the white frost like ashes. 

Reader and People:  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will 

be forever. Amen. 

Second Reading:  Colossians 3:23–4:7

Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God.

The people stand to sing and remain standing for the Gospel. 

23 Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not 
for men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the 
inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord 
Christ. 25 For the wrongdoer will be paid back for the 
wrong he has done, and there is no partiality. 1 Masters, 
treat your bondservants justly and fairly, knowing that you 
also have a Master in heaven. 2 Continue steadfastly in 
prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving. 3 At the 

same time, pray also for us, that God may open to us a  

door for the word, to declare the mystery of Christ, on 
account of which I am in prison— 4 that I may make it 
clear, which is how I ought to speak. 5 Walk in wisdom 
toward outsiders, making the best use of the time. 6 Let 
your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so 
that you may know how you ought to answer each  
person. 7 Tychicus will tell you all about my activities. He 
is a beloved brother and faithful minister and fellow serv-
ant in the Lord. 

https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+147%3A12%E2%80%9320&version=ESV
https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+61%3A10-62%3A5&version=ESV
https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+3%3A23%E2%80%934%3A7&version=ESV
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Hymn:  Jesus, Name Above All   (Sing two times.) 
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The Holy Gospel:  John 1:1–18
Priest:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning 
with God. 3 All things were made through him, and with-
out him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him 
was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not over-
come it. 6 There was a man sent from God, whose name 
was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear witness about 
the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not 
the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 9 The 
true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into 
the world. 10 He was in the world, and the world was 
made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He 

came  to  his  own, and his own people did  not  receive    

Priest:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People:   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
The people sit. 

him. 12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in 
his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 
13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh 
nor of the will of man, but of God. 14 And the Word  
became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen 
his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of 
grace and truth. 15 (John bore witness about him, and 
cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes 
after me ranks before me, because he was before 
me.’”) 16 For from his fullness we have all received,  
grace upon grace.  17 For the law was given through  
Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the only God, who 
is at the Father's side, he has made him known. 

https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A1%E2%80%9318&version=ESV
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The Nicene Creed   
The people stand and affirm the creed with the priest. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker 
of heaven and earth, of all that is, visible and invisible. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only-begotten 
Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begot-
ten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through 
him all things were made. For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, was incarnate from the 
Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he 
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he      

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. He will come again in  glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with 
the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who 
spoke through the prophets. We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the  
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 

The Sermon:  The Rev. Mike Moffitt 
 Following today’s service, the sermon will be available on the church website:  www.lightofchristva.org 

The Prayers of the People                  
The people kneel or sit. The leader and people pray responsively.   
 

Reader: Heavenly Father, we entreat your Holy Spirit to enable us to focus our attention upon you as we approach your 
throne of grace. You promised in your holy word that because we come to you through our Savior, Jesus Christ, we should 
expect to find grace and help in our time of need. We come before you acknowledging that we are in complete need of 
your mercy and that we know it will only be found through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
People: Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

Reader: Father, we pray for wisdom and clear thinking on those who are leaders in our Federal and State governments. 
We ask that your Holy Spirit bring revival in the midst of them, that they might rule with righteousness and for your glory, 
not their own. We ask that those who reject your word and authority be removed and replaced with those who love you 
and long for your glory to be revealed. Give each of them a servant’s heart and desire to love you and the people of this 
nation more than themselves. 
People: Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

Reader:  Dear Lord, open our eyes to see your glory all around us. Open our ears to hear your word and still small voice. 
Open our mouths to speak your praise and proclaim that you alone O Lord are worthy of praise, honor, and glory. Let our 
hearts join with your desire that all people might come to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ. 
People:  Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

Reader: We ask your blessing and anointing upon Foley Beach, our Archbishop, John Guernsey, our Bishop, Mike, our 
priest, and for all the clergy and people of our Diocese and Congregation. Let us be in unity, and speak with one voice  
declaring that “Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of the Father.” 
People: Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

Reader: We ask your favor and blessing on all those who proclaim the Gospel at home and abroad; and for all who teach 
and disciple others. We pray especially for our brother, Stephen Kaziimba, Archbishop of Uganda. We ask your protection 
and provision for all their needs. We pray especially for Anglican Frontier Missions and our sister who ministers in Asia. 
We pray for your blessings on WyldLife and Young Life in Northumberland County. We pray for Caty and Christie as they 
bring the good news of Jesus Christ to the middle school and high school students here. 
People: Amen. Lord have mercy. 
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Reader:  We ask for your divine strength, courage and provision for our brothers and sisters in Christ from around the 
world who are persecuted for their faith. Let them be a witness to us of faithfulness to our Lord Jesus. 
People: Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

Reader:  We pray your protection and blessings on our military men and women, law enforcement, first responders and 
their families. We thank you for their selfless service. May your peace rest upon them. 
People:  Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

Reader: We ask your blessings and comforting presence for all those who are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any 
other adversity [especially _____________].  
People: Amen. Lord have mercy. 

Reader: Glorious Lord, we cry out to you on behalf of our nation. Pour out your Holy Spirit, bring a powerful revival of faith 
in Jesus Christ throughout this land and around the world. We acknowledge that the only true hope for us is in repentance 
of sin against a Holy God and the transforming power of Jesus Christ. Return us dear Lord to a people who love your word 
and believe it to teach that all life is precious and should be protected from the womb to the grave. Return us to a nation 
whose morality has its foundation in the commands of God found in the teaching and power of the Bible. 
People: Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

Reader: For all those who have departed this life in the certain hope of the resurrection, [especially ______,] in thanksgiv-
ing let us pray. Let their faithful witness be a reminder that life here is temporary but life with God is eternal. 
People: Amen. Lord have mercy. 

Priest:  Heavenly Father, grant these our prayers for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and Advocate, who lives and    
 reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Priest:  All who truly and earnestly repent of your sins, and seek to be reconciled with your neighbors, and intend to lead a 
 new life, following the commandments of God, and walking in his holy ways: draw near with faith and make your 
 humble confession to Almighty God. 
 

The people kneel or sit reverently. 

Confession  of Sin 
 

Priest and People:  Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your Name.  Amen. 

Priest:  Almighty God our heavenly Father, who in his great mercy has promised forgiveness of sins to all those who sin-
cerely repent and with true faith turn to him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and 
strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Reader: We ask your protection and blessings on all those in our medical community. We ask that you bring an end to the 
Coronavirus pandemic, in Jesus’ name. 
People: Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

Reader: We ask your blessings and provision on Northern Neck Christian School. We pray that you will raise up the chil-
dren and their families to be witnesses to the effectiveness of Christian education. We ask your blessings on all who are 
involved in the Good News Clubs in Northumberland County. May the children involved be blessed by your love and word. 
People: Amen. Lord have mercy. 
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Words of Comfort 

Priest:  The Word of God to all who truly turn to him: 

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, 
neither let them be afraid.”    John 14:27 

“He gives power to the faint, and to him who has no might he increases strength.”  Psalm 27:1 

The Holy Communion 

Prayers for Birthdays and Anniversaries

Prayer for the Offering

The Doxology: The people stand and sing: 
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The Great Thanksgiving
The people remain standing. 

Priest: The Lord be with you. 
People:   And with your spirit. 

Priest:  Lift up your hearts. 
People:   We lift them up to the Lord. 

Priest:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Priest:  It is right, our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of  
heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious  
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and  
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Priest:  The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People:  And with your spirit.
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The Prayer of Consecration 
 

The people kneel or sit reverently. 
 

Priest:  Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and when we had sinned against you and  
became subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent your only Son Jesus Christ into the world for our salvation. By 
the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary he became flesh and dwelt among us. In obedience to your will, he stretched out his 
arms upon the Cross and offered himself once and for all, that by his suffering and death we might be saved. By his resur-
rection he broke the bonds of death, trampling Hell and Satan under his feet. As our great high priest, he ascended to your 
right hand in glory, that we might come with confidence before the throne of grace. 

On the night that he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and gave 
it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat; this is my Body which is given for you: Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

Likewise, after supper, Jesus took the cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink this, all of 
you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you, and for many, for the forgiveness of sins:  Whenever 
you drink it, do this in remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:  

Priest and People:  Christ has died. 
    Christ is risen. 
    Christ will come again. 

Sanctus:   Holy, holy, holy, Lord  
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Priest:  We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, and we offer 
you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Word and Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, Jesus 
Christ. Sanctify us also, that we may worthily receive this holy sacrament, and be made one body with him, so that he may 
dwell in us and we in him. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us with all your 
saints into the joy of your heavenly kingdom, where we shall see our Lord face to face. All this we ask through your Son 
Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, 
now and forever.  

Priest: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray: 

Priest and People:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come; thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

Priest: The Gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him 
in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

The Breaking of the Bread 
The priest breaks the consecrated Bread and says

Priest:   Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People:  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 

If you are a baptized Christian, we welcome you to Holy Communion at Light of Christ Anglican Church. Both the bread and the wine 
are offered at Communion. The Bread and the Cup are given to the communicants with these : 

Eucharist Minister: The Body of Christ, the Bread of heaven. 
Communicant:  Amen. 

Eucharist Minister: The Blood of Christ, the Cup of salvation. 
Communicant:  Amen. 

The Post Communion Prayer and Blessing 
Priest:  Let us pray. 
Priest and People: Heavenly Father, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most precious 
body and blood of your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are 
living members of the body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal Kingdom.  And now, Father, send  us out to do 
the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, 
and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and forever. Amen. 

The people stand and sing. 

The Blessing  
Priest:  The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love 
of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always.  Amen. 
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The Dismissal 
Priest:   Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People:  Thanks be to God.  

Closing Hymn:  Joy to the World   vs. 1–2 

CCLI Song #24016  Words/Music: Public Domain  For use solely with the SongSectect. 
Terms of Use. All rights reserved.  www.ccli.com  CCLI License  #2429023 
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CHURCH INFORMATION AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Please keep in your prayers the following who are suffering from long-term illness; and those in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness or 
any other adversity, especially (alphabetical order): 

Happy Birthday:  Jan Beckett, Hannah Hamlett (Dec. 27), and Marion Mitchell (Dec. 28). 

Happy Anniversary:  Joan and Tony Blackstone (Dec. 28). 

Charlaine Andrulot 
Sharon Baldacci 
Tony Blackstone 

Dana Bloom 
Bob Dalzell 
Ken Flournoy 

Gail Gillian 
Jim Sanderlin 
Bob Smart 

David TeStrake 
Lela Tomlin 
The Ward Family 

Prayer Chain:  When you have a prayer need, please call Marie 
Carstensen, 577-0656, or you may send her an email at 
marievcar@gmail.com.  

Food Tub:  Your contribution of one or more cans or boxes of  
non-perishable food for the food tubs will be taken to Gleamers & 
Blenders and Shiloh Baptist Church for distribution to people in 
need in our community.  Thank you.  

Thrift Shop Hrs. - Wednesday-Saturday: 10:00a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Thrift Shop’s New Phone Number:  580-6464 

Church Office Hours:  Monday:  8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  
       Tuesday - Friday:  8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Vestry Meetings: Third Sunday of the month at 1:30 p.m. 

Light of Christ Women’s Group: Please check the bulletin board 
in the parish hall for information, dates, and times of meetings.  

Sunday Bulletin:  The deadline for announcements is  
Wednesday at 9:00 a.m.  Any changes should be called in by that 
time. Messages may be left on the answering machine. 

The Beacon Newsletter:  The deadline for articles is the third 
Sunday of each month.  Please send articles and ideas to  
Suzy Norman at suzyasker@hotmail.com. The newsletter is avail-
able online at www.lightofchristva.org. 

“Behold Your God”  will be held this Tuesday, December 29, at 1 p.m.  

Herb Smith 
Carl Smith’s Family 
Craig Soule 

 

IMPORTANT DEADLINE:   
Don’t forget our annual meeting will be January 10th. We have 3 Vestry positions to be filled. 




