
1 

P.O. Box 609   Heathsville, Virginia 22473 

(804) 580-4555

www.lightofchristva.org 

Christmas Eve Worship 
December 24, 2020 

4:00 p.m. 

Light of Christ Anglican Church 



2 

Light of Christ Anglican Church 
 P.O. Box 609  Heathsville, Virginia  22473 
(804) 580-4555    www.lightofchristva.org

The Rev. Michael Moffitt, Rector

All who seek God’s love, come and know Christ.  Welcome! 

Serving Tonight 
Clergy:  The Rev. Mike Moffitt 
Accompanist:  Jan Beckett 

Lesson Reader:  Jeanne Hickey 
Prayers of the People:  Bart Morrison 

Altar Guild:  Suzy Norman 
Vestry Person on Duty:  Anna Brennan 

A typical week at Light of Christ Anglican Church: 

Sunday 
Sunday Worship   10:00 a.m.  

Tuesday 
“Behold Your God”   1:00 p.m. 

Wednesday 
Zoom Intercessory Prayer  10:00 a.m. 

Good News Club  3 p.m. 

Friday 
Zoom Prayer Meeting  7:00 p.m. 

Throughout the week, various other groups meet for Bible study and fellowship. Please call the 
church office for more information about these groups.  

Newcomers welcome! 

Our nursery is not staffed this evening. We look forward to having the young children join us for worship. 

COPYRIGHT NOTICE 

Scripture quotations are from the HOLY BIBLE, ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION® . (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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The Nativity of our Lord 
December 24,  2020 

4:00 p.m. 

Pre-Service Music 

Opening Hymn:  Joy to the World  vs.  1, 2, 4 

CCLI Song #24016  Words/Music: Public Domain  For 
use solely with the SongSectect. Terms of Use. All rights 
reserved.  www.ccli.com  CCLI License  #2429023 
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THE WORD OF GOD 

The Acclamation 

Priest:  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People:  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 

The Collect for Purity 

Priest:  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid. Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify 
your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
People:  Amen. 
The people remain standing and sing 

Song of Praise:  Angels We Have Heard on High   vs. 1, 3 
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https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/
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Venite, exultemus 

1  O sing unto the LORD a new song; * 
sing unto the Lord, all the whole earth.

2  Sing unto the Lord and bless his Name; * 
tell of his salvation from day to day. 

3  Declare his honor to the nations * 
and his wonders to all peoples. 

4  For the Lord is great, and highly to be praised; * 
he is more to be feared than all gods. 

5  As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; * 
but it is the Lord who made the heavens. 

6  Glory and majesty are before him; * 
power and honor are in his sanctuary. 

7  Ascribe unto the Lord, O you families of the peoples; * 
ascribe unto the Lord worship and power. 

8  Ascribe unto the Lord the honor due unto his Name; * 
bring offerings and come into his courts. 

9     O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; * 
let the whole earth stand in awe of him. 

10    Tell it out among the nations, “The Lord is King;* 
it is he who has made the world so firm that it  
cannot be moved; he shall judge the peoples 
righteously.” 

11    Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; * 
  let the sea make a noise, and all that is therein. 

12  Let the field be joyful, and all that is in it; *  
then shall all the trees of the wood rejoice before 
the Lord. 

13  For he comes, for he comes to judge the earth, * 
and with righteousness to judge the world, and the 
peoples with his truth. 

Reader and People: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

Reader:  1  But there will be no gloom for her who was 
in anguish. In the former time he brought into contempt 
the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the 
latter time he has made glorious the way of the sea, the 
land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 2 The 
people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them 
has light shone.  3 You have multiplied the nation; you 
have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with 
joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they divide the 
spoil. 4 For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his 
shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you have broken  

Reader:   The Word of the Lord. 
People:   Thanks be to God. 

The Psalm:   96:1–13     BCP  pp. 395–396

Priest: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And with your spirit. 

Collect of the Day 

Priest: O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light:  Grant that we, who 
have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where with you and the 
Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting.   
People:  Amen. 

Old Testament: Isaiah 9:1–7

as on the day of Midian. 5 For every boot of the 
tramping warrior in battle tumult and every garment 
rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire. 6 For 
to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name 
shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase 
of his government and of peace there will be no end, 
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to es-
tablish it and to uphold it with justice and with right-
eousness from this time forth and forevermore. The 
zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+9%3A1%E2%80%937&version=ESV
https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+96%3A1%E2%80%9313&version=ESV
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glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 
14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all law-
lessness and to purify for himself a people for his 
own possession who are zealous for good works. 

Epistle:  Titus 2:11–14

Reader:  11 For the grace of God has appeared, bring-
ing salvation for all people, 12  training us to renounce  
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-
controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, 
13 waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

The people stand to sing, and remain standing for the Gospel. 

Hymn:  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing  vs. 1–2 

CCLI Song # 27738 Charles Wesley | Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy © Words and Music: Public Domain  For use solely with the 
SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com  CCLI License # 2429023 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/
https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Titus+2%3A11%E2%80%9314+&version=ESV
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The Holy Gospel:  Luke 2:1–20 

Priest:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Priest: 1 In those days a decree went out from Cae-
sar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 
2 This was the first registration when Quirinius was 
governor of Syria. 3 And all went to be registered, 
each to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up 
from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to 
the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because 
he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be reg-
istered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 
6 And while they were there, the time came for her to 
give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son 
and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in 
a manger, because there was no place for them in 
the  inn. 8  And  in  the  same  region  there  were 
shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to 
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel 
said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good 
news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For  

unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 
who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for 
you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths 
and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was 
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host prais-
ing God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace among those with whom he is 
pleased!”  15 When the angels went away from them 
into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let 
us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
happened, which the Lord has made known to 
us.” 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17 And when 
they saw it, they made known the saying that had 
been told them concerning this child. 18 And all who 
heard it wondered at what the shepherds told 
them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things, pon-
dering them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds re-
turned, glorifying and praising God for all they had 
heard and seen, as it had been told them.  

Priest: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon:  The Rev. Michael Moffitt 
Following tonight’s service, the sermon will be available on the church website: www.lightofchristva.org. 

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker 
of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of 
God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all 
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he 
became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made 
man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pi- 
late; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day  
the rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  He 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the liv-
ing and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the 
Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He 
has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one 
holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge 
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the  
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People 
The people kneel or sit. The leader and people pray responsively.

Reader: Heavenly Father, we entreat your Holy Spirit to enable us to focus our attention upon you as we 
approach your throne of grace. You promised in your holy word that because we come to you through our Savior, 
Jesus Christ, we should expect to find grace and help in our time of need. We come before you acknowledging 
that we are in complete need of your mercy and that we know it will only be found through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
People: Amen. Lord have mercy. 

https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A1%E2%80%9320&version=ESV
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Reader:  Dear Lord, open our eyes to see your glory all around us. Open our ears to hear your word and still small 
voice. Open our mouths to speak your praise and proclaim that you alone O Lord are worthy of praise, honor, and 
glory. Let our hearts join with your desire that all people might come to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ. 
People:  Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

Reader: We ask your blessing and anointing upon Foley Beach, our Archbishop, John Guernsey, our Bishop, 
Mike, our priest, and for all the clergy and people of our Diocese and Congregation. Let us be in unity, and speak 
with one voice  declaring that “Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of the Father.” 
People: Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

Reader: We ask your favor and blessing on all those who proclaim the Gospel at home and abroad; and for all 
who teach and disciple others. We pray especially for our brother, Stephen Kaziimba, Archbishop of Uganda. We 
ask your protection and provision for all their needs. We pray especially for Anglican Frontier Missions and our 
sister who ministers in Asia. We pray for your blessings on WyldLife and Young Life in Northumberland County. 
We pray for Caty and Christie as they bring the good news of Jesus Christ to the middle school and high school 
students here. 
People: Amen. Lord have mercy. 

Reader:  We ask for your divine strength, courage and provision for our brothers and sisters in Christ from around 
the world who are persecuted for their faith. Let them be a witness to us of faithfulness to our Lord Jesus. 
People: Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

Reader:  We pray your protection and blessings on our military men and women, law enforcement, first respond-
ers and their families. We thank you for their selfless service. May your peace rest upon them. 
People:  Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

Reader: We ask your blessings and comforting presence for all those who are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, 
or any other adversity [especially _____________].  
People: Amen. Lord have mercy. 

Reader: We ask your protection and blessings on all those in our medical community. We ask that you bring an 
end to the Coronavirus pandemic, in Jesus’ name. 
People: Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

Reader: We ask your blessings and provision on Northern Neck Christian School. We pray that you will raise up 
the children and their families to be witnesses to the effectiveness of Christian education. We ask your blessings 
on all who are involved in the Good News Clubs in Northumberland County. May the children involved be blessed 
by your love and word. 
People: Amen. Lord have mercy. 

Reader: Glorious Lord, we cry out to you on behalf of our nation. Pour out your Holy Spirit, bring a powerful revival of 
faith in Jesus Christ throughout this land and around the world. We acknowledge that the only true hope for us is in 
repentance of sin against a Holy God and the transforming power of Jesus Christ. Return us dear Lord to a people 
who love your word and believe it to teach that all life is precious and should be protected from the womb to the 
grave. Return us to a nation whose morality has its foundation in the commands of God found in the teaching and 
power of the Bible. 
People: Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

Reader: For all those who have departed this life in the certain hope of the resurrection, [especially ______,] in 
thanksgiving let us pray. Let their faithful witness be a reminder that life here is temporary but life with God is eternal. 
People: Amen. Lord have mercy. 

Reader: Father, we pray for wisdom and clear thinking on those who are leaders in our Federal and State govern-
ments. We ask that your Holy Spirit bring revival in the midst of them, that they might rule with righteousness and 
for your glory, not their own. We ask that those who reject your word and authority be removed and replaced with 
those who love you and long for your glory to be revealed. Give each of them a servant’s heart and desire to love 
you and the people of this nation more than themselves. 
People: Amen. Lord have mercy. 
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Priest:  Heavenly Father, grant these our prayers for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and Advocate, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Priest:  All who truly and earnestly repent of your sins, and seek to be reconciled with your neighbors, and intend 
to lead a new life, following the commandments of God, and walking in his holy ways: draw near with faith and 
make your humble confession to Almighty God. 
The people kneel or sit reverently. 

The Confession and Absolution of Sin    

Let us humbly confess our sins to Almighty God. 
 

Priest and People:  Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the 
sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk 
in your ways, to the glory of your Name.  Amen.  
 

Priest:  Almighty God our heavenly Father, who in his great mercy has promised forgiveness of sins to all those 
who sincerely repent and with true faith turn to him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
People:  Amen. 

The Comfortable Words    
 

The steps of a man are established by the Lord, when he delights in his way: though he fall, she shall not be cast 
headlong, for the Lord upholds his hand.    Psalm 37:23-24 
 

And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.  
Philippians 1:6 

Priest:  Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him. 

The Holy Communion 
Prayer for the Offering  

The people stand and sing The Doxology while the ushers present the offering. 
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The Great Thanksgiving 
The people remain standing. 
 

Priest: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And with your spirit. 
 

Priest:  Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
 

Priest:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

Priest: It is right, our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven 
and earth; because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting 
life; that when he shall come again in power and great glory to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to be-
hold his appearing.  
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The Prayer of Consecration 

The people kneel or sit reverently. 
 

Priest:  Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had sinned against 
you  and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent your only Son into the world for our salvation. 
By the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary he became flesh and dwelt among us. In obedience to your will, he 
stretched out his arms upon the cross and offered himself once for all, that by his suffering and death we might be 
saved. By his resurrection he broke the bonds of death, trampling Hell and Satan under his feet. As our great high 
priest, he ascended to your right hand in glory, that we might come with confidence before the throne of grace. 
 

On the night he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you:  Do this in remembrance of me." 
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The Sanctus 
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Likewise, after supper, Jesus took the cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink this, 
all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you, and for many, for the forgiveness of 
sins:  Whenever you drink it, do this in remembrance of me.”   
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:  
 
Priest and People:  Christ has died. 
        Christ is risen. 
        Christ will come again. 

Priest: We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, and 
we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Word and Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of 
your Son, Jesus Christ. Sanctify us also, that we may worthily receive this holy Sacrament, and be made one body 
with him, that he may dwell in us and we in him.  In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your 
Christ, and bring us with all your saints into the fullness of your heavenly kingdom, where we shall see our Lord 
face to face. All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By Him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 
People: Amen. 
 

Priest:  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: 
 

Priest and People:  Our Father, who art in heaven,  
             hallowed be thy Name,   
             thy kingdom come, 
             thy will be done,  
                on earth as it is in heaven.  
        Give us this day our daily bread.  
        And forgive us our trespasses,  
             as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
        And lead us not into temptation,  
             but deliver us from evil.  
        For thine is the kingdom,  
             and the power, and the glory,  
             for ever and ever.  Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 
The priest breaks the consecrated Bread and says 
 

Priest:  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People: Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 
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If you are a baptized Christian, we welcome you to Holy Communion at Light of Christ Anglican Church. Both the 
bread and the wine are offered at Communion. The Bread and the Cup are given to the communicants with these 
words: 

Eucharistic Minister: The Body of Christ, the Bread of heaven. 
Communicant:   Amen. 

Eucharistic Minister: The Blood of Christ, the Cup of salvation. 
Communicant:   Amen. 

Priest:  The Gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you and feed 
on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

The Ministration of Communion 

Post Communion Prayer and Blessing 

Priest: Let us pray. 
Priest and People:  Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and 
singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Blessing 
Priest: The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and 
love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always.  Amen. 
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Closing Hymn:  Silent Night  vs. 1–3  

Words: Joseph Mohr (1792-1848); tr. John Freeman Young (1820-1885) 
Music: Stille Nacht, melody Franz Xaver Gruber (1787-1863); harm. Carl H. Reinecke (1824-1910) 

The Priest dismisses the people. 
People:  Thanks to God. Alleluia, Alleluia! 
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 CHRISTMAS ALTAR FLOWERS WERE GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD 

AND 
 

 

  

 

In loving memory of my husband, Fortune Odend’hal, IV 

by Bonnie Odend’hal 

 

In loving memory of my husband, Patrick John Brennan 

by Anna Brennan 
 

In loving memory of Jeffrey and Ward 

by Marion Mitchell 
 

In memory of Zachary Semerjian 

by George and Eleanor Semerjian 
 

In loving memory of Anna and Sarkis Semerjian 

by George and Eleanor Semerjian 

 

In loving memory of Mary Avedikien 

by George and Eleanor Semerjian 

 

In loving memory of Raphael Cavazos, Phillip McCaldon, 

Michelle Hamlett Bush and all of our family members who have passed on 

by Wayne, Saunee, Hannah, Sophia and Mike McCaldon 

 

In loving memory of Ben Ward 

by Your Loving Helpmate 

 

In loving memory of Brooke F. Read, Jr. 

by Susan Read 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 




