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The Name Above All Names

Text:  Philippians 2:3–11

Years ago, Teresa, Amy, Ben, and I were going to 
Myrtle Beach for our vacation. A few months before 
that we had been at an Angel family reunion, which 
was my paternal grandmother’s family. One of her 
sisters lived in Myrtle Beach (her name was Angel) 
and I told her that we would be coming down there 
for our vacation. She insisted that we come to visit 
her and have lunch with her. She was very wealthy 
and well known in the Myrtle Beach social scene, 
and I promised that we would contact her and 
arrange to visit. 

When we checked into the hotel that we were 
staying in I asked the manager for directions to the 
address of my aunt’s home. He asked me her name 
and I told him. Suddenly, he knew exactly where her 
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home was and his whole demeanor towards me 
changed from indifference to outright respect, all 
because of who my aunt was. As it ended up, he 
knew a lot more about her than I did. Apparently, 
she was in the newspaper quite often for her 
philanthropic kindness and was involved in many 
events in the area. For the entire time of our stay at 
that hotel, I was treated with kindness and attention. 
To the manager, I was somebody because of who my 
aunt was in his eyes. 

When we went to her home, we were dressed 
casually but my aunt wasn’t. In retrospect, I don’t 
think that I had actually never seen her dressed 
casually before. She informed us that we were all 
going to her country club for lunch. I apologized for 
being dressed like, well, like we were at the beach. 
She assured us that it would be fine and that I was to 
drive us to lunch in her new Lincoln Town car. 
When we arrived, it was apparent that this was not a 
place that we could have belonged to, and we were 
very underdressed. You know what? It didn’t matter 
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because we were introduced as my aunt's family and 
that was good enough for the staff at the country 
club. It’s amazing the power that can be in a name. 

For the past two weeks, we discussed Moses asking 
God to show him his glory in Exodus 33:18. Moses 
would not be allowed to see the face of God, so he 
was placed in the cleft of a rock and God’s hand 
covered his face until he passed by. Moses was only 
allowed to see God’s back but as he passed by God 
revealed to Moses more of his character and his 
name. Exodus 34:6–8, 

The Lord passed before him and 
proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful 
and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in 
steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast 
love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and 
transgression and sin, but who will by no 
means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of 
the fathers on the children and the children's 
children, to the third and the fourth 
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generation.” And Moses quickly bowed his head 
toward the earth and worshiped.

God’s name revealed that he was “Jehovah” the 
existing one, the same name that God revealed to 
Abraham. His name revealed that he is unchanging, 
and his character is to be trusted. By his name he 
declared his identity and that should be reason 
enough for every knee to bow down before him and 
every tongue confess that he is exactly who He 
reveals himself to be. In Isaiah 45:22–23, God speaks 
through the prophet the importance of knowing the 
name of God and what it reveals about who he is 
and how men must respond to him,                                                     

Turn to me and be saved, all the ends of the 
earth! For I am God, and there is no other. By 
myself I have sworn, from my mouth has gone 
out in righteousness a word that shall not 
return: ‘To me every knee shall bow, every 
tongue shall swear allegiance.’ 
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Today, I want us to focus on Paul’s letter to the 
Philippians 2:3–11. Paul wrote this letter from prison 
expressing his delight and his concern. He has heard 
of their faithfulness in proclaiming the gospel and 
the church's growth. However, he is also concerned 
about the persecution they were experiencing and 
the pressure of false teachers in their midst. It caused 
disunity in the Christian community, so Paul is 
reminding them of the qualities that should be 
present in the lives of every believer. One of the 
characteristics was (Philippians 2:3),

Do nothing out of selfish ambition or conceit, 
but in humility count others more significant 
than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to 
his own interest, but also to the interest of 
others.

Geoff Chapman in his book, Growing into Jesus’ 
Life, makes this observation, 

You must lose your life in order to find it. You 
let things go. You put yourself last. You think 
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of others more highly than yourself. You make 
repentance a life habit.  

He goes on to say that you do this not to show your 
righteousness but to reflect the example of Jesus. 
Then he says this, 

We all know the importance of renouncing 
our badness. What we often miss is the 
importance of renouncing our goodness as 
well. Sometimes our ‘goodness’ can be as 
great an obstacle to Christ’s life as our 
badness. 

In chapter 2:5–11 Paul first focuses on the example of 
Jesus’ humble state in His incarnation. Many 
consider verses 5–11 as an early hymn sung of the 
majesty of Jesus Christ. There are six stanzas, first 
three celebrate the humility of Christ, and the latter 
three of his exaltation. Let’s begin by looking at 
verses 5–8, 

Have this mind among yourselves, which is 
yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was 
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in the form of God, did not count equality with 
God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied 
himself, by taking the form of a servant, being 
born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found 
in human form, he humbled himself 
by becoming obedient to the point of death, even 
death on a cross.

In verse 5 Paul links “having this mind” or attitude 
with the same words used in verse 2 concerning 
having the same mind in the Spirit. Paul holds up 
Jesus as the supreme example of humility. He 
describes Jesus’ eternal existence before the 
incarnation. He came as a newborn baby to 
Bethlehem but that was not the beginning of his 
existence. He is the eternally existing God, and the 
Gospel of John reveals Jesus to be the Great “I Am” 
by his declaration of who he is.

I am the bread of Life;  
I am the light of the world;  
I am the gate for the sheep;  
I am the good shepherd;  
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I am the resurrection and the life;  
I am the way, the truth, and the life;  
I am the true vine. 

Paul is saying that Jesus, was in the form of God, 
denoting his divinity, but it was because he was God 
and has always been God. When we think of the 
word form, it usually denotes shape, but in the 
ancient Greek it had more to do with essence. In 
other words, it is both the outward expression and 
the inward nature. 

This makes Jesus’ coming to us in human form all 
the more difficult to grasp. He had enjoyed complete 
unity within the Godhead—Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit for all eternity. There has never been a time 
when the Godhead didn’t exist together. There had 
always been complete unity. So, Jesus wasn’t 
striving for equality with God, he already had that. 
The point is that he was willing to let go of some of 
the prerogatives of deity in order to become a man, 
in the flesh. He had never known separation from 
the Father, or physical pain, hunger, weakness, and 
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weariness. He experienced human emotion. He 
mourned, and cried, and he displayed righteous 
anger. Even though he never gave up who he was in 
essence, and never stopped being the Divine Son of 
God, he also came to us fully human and always 
will be. Jesus as the divine Son of God didn’t just 
take on our humanity, but all of it. He then took that 
humanity all the way to the cross for us, and now 
into Heaven and the new creation. 

Hebrews 2:17 tells us, 

Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren 
in all things, so that He might become a 
merciful and faithful high priest in things 
pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the 
sins of the people.

The Apostle Paul encouraged his protégé Timothy in 
1 Timothy 2:5, 

For there is one God, and one mediator also 
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,

9

http://www.apple.com


Jesus didn’t merely come down to live among us but 
“emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, 
being born in the likeness of men.” 

Again, he wasn’t emptying himself of his divine 
attributes but put himself in harm's way by fully 
becoming a man. He intentionally was born to an 
impoverished and humble family, he had to be 
taught like any child and he had to labor like any 
man. He was not born into kingly privilege but into 
the humble dwelling of a carpenter. He took the 
form of a slave without abandoning the form of 
God. He had to come to us fully human because he 
would need to die on our behalf. 

This has always been the most amazing thing about 
the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. God in the flesh, 
humbled himself. The Pharisees and the Roman 
soldiers thought that they humbled Jesus, but 
nothing could be further from the truth. There was 
never a time when Jesus could not have spoken the 
word and all of the efforts of those who hated him 
would have come to a grinding halt. He could have 
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called down legions of the heavenly hosts and 
completely destroyed his torturers, but he chose 
humility and submitted to their torture and 
crucifixion. Hebrews 5:8 gives us insight into the 
reason for his submission,

Although he was a son, he learned obedience 
through what he suffered. 9 And being made 
perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation 
to all who obey him…

The contrast between the divinity that Jesus had in 
Heaven’s glory and what he gave himself up to as a 
man. Everything in his life on earth, from birth to 
death was a submission to the will of the father and 
the humans to whom he submitted himself. He lived 
in community with his family and the people of his 
town. He had to wait 30 years before the Father 
revealed that it was time to begin his ministry. He 
chose disciples that must have tested his patience 
and he taught many who were arrogant and made 
fun of him. At the end he stood in front of a 
screaming crowd, religious leaders who mocked him 
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and the cruelty of the Roman soldiers who made fun 
of him as they inflicted agony through the wounds 
they inflicted. All this time Jesus, God in the flesh, 
did not fight back or give up the task given him by 
his Father in Heaven. Instead, he submitted to the 
very ones that he came to die for, and he did this 
intentionally.

The greatest humility was Jesus' submission to death 
on the cross. It was such a shameful death that it 
was not permitted for Roman citizens. To the Jews, a 
victim of the cross was considered cursed by God. 
Deuteronomy 21:23, 

his body shall not remain all night on the tree, 
but you shall bury him the same day, for a 
hanged man is cursed by God. You shall not 
defile your land that the Lord your God is 
giving you for an inheritance.

18th-century theologian Adam Clarke wrote, 

Even the death of the cross shows that there 
is no limit to what God will do to 
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demonstrate His love and saving power to 
man; this was and forever will be the 
ultimate. What must sin have been in the 
sight of God, when it required such 
abasement in Jesus Christ to make an 
atonement for it, and undo its influence and 
malignity! 

Paul was trying to teach the Philippian believers that 
God’s power is not just demonstrated through 
exaltation and deliverance but often meant 
glorifying God through enduring suffering and 
humble service. 

If the letter to the Philippians stopped there it would 
have been very depressing, but it didn’t, because it 
didn’t stop there for Jesus either. Let’s read 
Philippians 2:9–11, 

Therefore God has highly exalted him and 
bestowed on him the name that is above every 
name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, in heaven and on earth and under 
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the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

The Father’s response to the Son’s obedience is to 
exalt him to the highest exaltation possible. Not that 
he is elevated to a higher position than before but 
that he is restored to the glory he had at the 
beginning, the glory that he willingly gave up in 
order to become a human. He would retain his 
humanity and also receive back the glory of his 
divinity, but he was given the name above every 
name. The Son received the name of Jesus at his 
incarnation, and in this context it symbolizes his 
humility. Christ is the title for his human role as 
Messiah, or King of Israel. Therefore, it’s in his 
humility that Christ is extolled; His humanity is his 
glory. Jesus taught in Matthew 23:12, “Whoever 
exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever 
humbles himself will be exalted.” 

God has given him the name above every name, at 
the utterance of the name of Jesus, it’s the signal for 
every knee to bow, to offer him worship and 
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proclaim his Lordship. The name Jesus comes from 
the Greek form of the Hebrew, Joshua, which means 
Yahweh is salvation. What God has bestowed upon 
Jesus is a name that has no equal and nothing higher 
or more worthy of praise and adoration.

Charles Spurgeon invited his reader to consider this 
for a moment, 

Now, just pause over this thought—that 
Jesus Christ did not crown himself, but that 
his Father crowned him; that he did not 
elevate himself to the throne of majesty, but 
that his Father lifted him there and placed 
him on his throne. 

The assurance is that every knee will bow to the 
Lordship of Jesus Christ, “in heaven, and on earth, 
and under the earth.” This refers to everyone and it 
is comprehensive, but it is thought by some that is 
referring to Ephesians 1:19–21,

what is the immeasurable greatness of his power 
toward us who believe, according to the working 
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of his great might 20 that he worked in 
Christ when he raised him from the dead 
and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly 
places, 21 far above all rule and authority and 
power and dominion, and above every name 
that is named, not only in this age but also in 
the one to come.

Everyone will bow their knee to Jesus Christ, those 
who behold him in his glory, those in the heavenly 
realm and the demonic powers in the pits of Hell.

Not only will they bow their knee, but they will 
confess with their tongue, “that Jesus Christ is 
Lord.” Earlier in Isaiah 45:23, we read the prophet 
foretelling that Jehovah is the only God and there is 
no other, to him every knee will bow, and every 
tongue will swear allegiance. We see this fulfilled in 
Jesus Christ who is the Jehovah to which every knee 
will bow. In Philippians Christ is acclaimed to be 
what he has always been: God himself. In professing 
that “Jesus Christ is Lord” all creatures acknowledge 
both the truth and character of his deity. The 
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combination of bowing and giving praise gives 
credence to the total submission, in word and in 
action. The giving of praise is to both his humanity 
(Jesus) and his divinity (Lord) Christ—the God-man. 
Jesus is by implication the Son of the Father. Both 
Christ and the Father are entitled to adoration and 
praise. They are united together as the Godhead so 
that when the Son is worshipped the Father is 
gloried. 

This is such a part of the teachings of Christianity 
that later on after these words were written, the 
residents of the Roman Empire were required to 
swear an oath of allegiance to the Emperor, 
declaring that Caesar is Lord, and burning a pinch of 
incense to the image of the emperor. The Romans 
saw this as a display of political allegiance, but 
Christians rightly interpreted it as idolatry and 
refused to participate, often paying with their lives. 
Acts 4:12, “And there is salvation in no one else, for 
there is no other name under heaven given among 
men by which we must be saved.”
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We live in a culture that rejects this premise and 
insists that there are many options to God and that 
he is whatever we imagine him to be. Look where 
that has led us. We are a nation that has lost its way 
and has no moral bearings. 

Jesus is the name above every name and like it or 
not every knee will bow before and proclaim that he 
is Lord to the glory of the Father. There will be those 
who are consigned to an eternity in Hell proclaiming 
the truth about Jesus and wishing they had turned 
to him. There will be those who wish that someone 
had told them. Then there will be those who behold 
him face to face and bow down in joyful worship. 
The choice is yours. 

Let’s pray.
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