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Show Me Your Glory, Part 2

Text:  Exodus 33:18–23, 34:10, 29–35

Today will be Part 2 of where we left off last week 
when we were considering the difference between 
knowing about God and actually knowing him 
intimately. We will return to our passage in Exodus 
33:18 where Moses said to the Lord, “Show me your 
glory.”  

I read a quote that I thought would be a great way of 
getting back into the heart of our discussion from 
last week…

David Livingston was a Scottish physician, a pioneer 
Christian missionary with the London Missionary 
Society, and an explorer in Africa. A missionary 
society wrote to Livingstone and asked, “Have you 
found a good road to where you are? If so, we want 
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to know how to send other men to join you.” 
Livingstone wrote back, “If you have men who will 
come only if they know there is a good road, I don’t 
want them. I want men who will come if there is no 
road at all.” 

Why would they come if there was no good way to 
get there? Because they had a fire in their belly to 
take the gospel to those who were perishing. If 
you’ve ever read about the life of David Livingston 
you will know of a man who let nothing stand in the 
way of the calling of God upon his life. 

I love reading the stories of those who have gone 
before us and given their lives to reveal the glory of 
God, and more often than not have lost their lives 
because of it. It begs the question, “Why would they 
do such a thing?”  It’s because they had seen the 
glory of God through his word and Holy Spirit and 
it changed everything. He became their passion and 
reason for living. To do any less would seem to be 
ungrateful for what God had done both in and for 
them.
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I’ve often wondered what it was like for the Apostle 
Paul when he encountered the risen Lord Jesus on 
the road to Damascus. Whatever it was changed 
everything in his life and passions. There was 
virtually no similarity between who he had been 
and who he was after the encounter, so God changed 
his name from Saul to Paul. 

And for the same reason I love the story of Moses 
asking for more of God in Exodus 33:18. It seems to 
be an unusual request because he had already seen 
something of the glory of God in Exodus 16:10, 

Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole 
congregation of the people of Israel, ‘Come near 
before the Lord, for he has heard your 
grumbling.’” 10 And as soon as Aaron spoke to 
the whole congregation of the people of Israel, 
they looked toward the wilderness, and behold, 
the glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud.

Then again in Exodus 24:16–18, 
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The glory of the Lord dwelt on Mount Sinai, 
and the cloud covered it six days. And on the 
seventh day he called to Moses out of the midst 
of the cloud. 17 Now the appearance of the glory 
of the Lord was like a devouring fire on the top 
of the mountain in the sight of the people of 
Israel. 18 Moses entered the cloud and went up 
on the mountain. And Moses was on the 
mountain forty days and forty nights.

What must that have been like? I believe that it was 
more wonderful, powerful, and mind-blowing than 
anything that he was able to conceive of. I doubt that 
any explanation that he could have given would 
have done justice to what it was really like. It made 
him want more of God and then more again, and 
again and again. 

Did God consider Moses as ungrateful or greedy? 
No, let’s return to our passage in Exodus 33:18–19, 

Moses said, “Please show me your 
glory.” 19 And he said, “I will make all my 
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goodness pass before you and will proclaim 
before you my name ‘The Lord.’ And I will be 
gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will 
show mercy on whom I will show mercy.”

Last week we ended with God showing Moses all 
his goodness. I pointed out that God is always 
entirely good, even his justice, power and wrath 
must be understood as aspects of his goodness. That 
sounds like the most obvious thing we could say 
about God, but actually, God meant this revelation 
of his goodness to drive home the reason that we 
should never suspect that he is being unfair, 
unfaithful, unjust, or is asking us for too much. He 
was saying to Moses, “I am good” and once that is 
realized, it changes our understanding of the true 
meaning of goodness.

In Exodus 3:14 when Moses first had his first 
encounter with God as a burning bush, he declared 
to Moses his name, “I am who I am” which can also 
be translated, I will be who I will be. In Exodus 3:15, 
God told Moses, 
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“Say this to the people of Israel: ‘The Lord, 
the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, 
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent 
me to you.’ This is my name forever, and thus I 
am to be remembered throughout all 
generations.” 

The Lord, “Yahweh” would pass by Moses 
proclaiming his eternal goodness and the name by 
which Israel should always remember their God. 
This was the Lord God that Abraham followed and 
worshipped, as well as Isaac and Jacob. Israel was to 
seek to know and trust their God like their father 
Abraham had. 

“And I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, 
and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy.” 
This verse is quoted by the Apostle Paul in Romans 
9:14 where he answers the question as to God being 
unjust in his treatment of some above others. He 
points back to God revealing to Moses his goodness 
which includes his justice and mercy. When God is 
gracious or merciful to someone, he/she doesn’t 
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receive a reward due to their own efforts, “for all 
have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God” (Romans 3:23). God extends sovereign, free 
grace to people who are morally incapable of any 
acceptable effort. God owes mercy to no one, so 
there is no injustice when mercy is not shown. 

This should cause each of us to bow down and give 
thanks for God’s mercy and grace that has been 
lavished upon us, but also it should cause us to not 
turn away from his holiness and his word. He is the 
great “I am” and must be worshipped and obeyed. 
This is the very one who sits upon the throne in 
Heaven and is worshipped night and day by those 
before the throne. Because he demands it? No, 
because to be in his presence is to bow down and 
worship with joy and reverence. I have had times 
where I was so overwhelmed by God’s presence that 
I fell to my knees and then prostrated myself before 
him in praise and weeping with joy. I can’t imagine 
what it would be like to fully behold the Lord in his 
glory. 
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That is what Moses was asking for, but he didn’t 
fully understand his request, God did. Let’s read 
Exodus 33:20–23, 

“But,” he said, “you cannot see my face, 
for man shall not see me and live.” 21 And 
the Lord said, “Behold, there is a place by me 
where you shall stand on the rock, 22 and while 
my glory passes by I will put you in a cleft of 
the rock, and I will cover you with my hand 
until I have passed by. 23 Then I will take away 
my hand, and you shall see my back, but my 
face shall not be seen.” 

This raises the question about what God meant in 
Exodus 33:11, “So the Lord spoke to Moses face to 
face, as a man speaks to his friend…” because now 
Moses is told that he can’t see the face of God and 
live. Last week I quoted Numbers 12:8 where God is 
confronting Aaron and Miriam for talking trash 
about Moses in the camp, 
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“With him I speak mouth to mouth, clearly, and 
not in riddles, and he beholds the form of 
the Lord. Why then were you not afraid to speak 
against my servant Moses?”

 God is contrasting how he spoke with Moses versus 
how he had spoken to other prophets. Moses heard 
the Lord clearly and plainly, where other prophets 
heard from God in dreams and visions. Moses 
beheld the form of the Lord, not the unveiled face. 
The full glory of the Lord would be more than 
Moses could bear, so God because of his goodness 
would pass before Moses, whose eyes would be 
shielded by the hand of God, and Moses would only 
see his back. 

Augustus Toplady, an Anglican cleric and hymn 
writer, captured this event in his famous hymn, Rock 
of Ages. “Rock of Ages, cleft for me; Let me hide 
myself in Thee”. I love this clear and enduring 
image of Moses being protected by the hand of God 
and hidden away in the rock of refuge that he 
provides.
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Protected by God, Moses could endure the glory of 
God passing before him. 

In Isaiah 6, the prophet had a glimpse of the glory of 
God on his throne within the temple. He fell to his 
knees and cried out in mourning for his own sin and 
unworthiness. In the Book of Revelation 1:17, the 
Apostle John in a vision beheld the glory of God in 
the risen and glorified Savior and fell at his feet like 
a dead man. The Apostle Paul encountered the glory 
of God on the Damascus road, and it blinded him 
until Ananias could pray for his sight to be restored. 

Moses dared to ask of God what most others would 
not dare or even think to ask. There was something 
about being with God that made him want more of 
God. Remember in the encounter with the burning 
bush, Moses initially refused to go back to Egypt to 
confront the Pharaoh because he was not a good 
speaker. I think it could have also been because he 
was wanted for murder there, but to me it’s likely 
because he was simply a shepherd, taking care of 
someone else’s sheep. He was 80 years old and this 
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is where he found himself. He didn’t yet know of 
God’s sovereign plan for his life. Evangelist D.L. 
Moody once wrote, 

Moses spent 40 years thinking he was 
somebody; forty years learning he was 
nobody, and 40 years discovering what God 
can do with a nobody. 

God rewarded Moses’ desire for intimacy with him 
and provided a way for him to move closer to a 
deeper encounter. God fully understood the desire 
of Moses’ heart and showed his pleasure in the love 
of his servant, and friend. 

Let’s move on to Exodus 34, where we will briefly 
consider what God is doing for Moses. Last week we 
began with him being up on Mt. Sinai with Joshua 
nearby while Moses went into the cloud of glory to 
meet with God. From Exodus 19 to 32 God gives 
Moses the law and the Ten Commandments on two 
stone tablets. 
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Meanwhile, the children of Israel sinned against the 
Lord while they waited for Moses by worshipping a 
golden calf that Aaron made for them. They are 
dancing around the idol in a frenzy and calling out, 
“This is the god who brought us out of the land of 
Egypt.” God informs Moses as to what Israel is 
doing and he comes down the mountain and sees 
them and in his anger throws down the stone tablets 
breaking them again the rocks. 

In chapter 34, God instructs Moses to cut two more 
tablets and to come back up Mt. Sinai alone so that 
God can write on the new tablets, thereby renewing 
the covenant that he had previously made with 
Moses and Israel. It’s important to note that this is 
happening because Moses interceded with God on 
behalf of Israel, protecting them from God’s 
righteous judgment. 

In his sovereign purposes, God is moving through 
Moses pointing to what Jesus would later do upon 
the cross. It’s here in this chapter that God fulfills his 
promise to Moses to show him his glory. 
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Let’s read Exodus 34:5–9, 

The Lord descended in the cloud and stood with 
him there, and proclaimed the name of 
the Lord. 6 The Lord passed before him and 
proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful 
and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in 
steadfast love and faithfulness, 7 keeping 
steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity 
and transgression and sin, but who will by no 
means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of 
the fathers on the children and the children's 
children, to the third and the fourth 
generation.” 8 And Moses quickly bowed his 
head toward the earth and worshiped. 9 And he 
said, “If now I have found favor in your sight, 
O Lord, please let the Lord go in the midst of us, 
for it is a stiff-necked people, and pardon our 
iniquity and our sin, and take us for your 
inheritance.”

Again, we can only imagine what this was like for 
Moses as God proclaimed his name again. This was 
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not a new revelation of God, but he presented 
himself for who he is and has always been, the 
eternal and unchanging God. This had to be an 
extremely powerful and moving spiritual 
experience, as is demonstrated by Moses bowing his 
head to the ground and worshipping. However, God 
wanted this to not only be a powerful and emotional 
experience but the revelation to also teach Moses 
more about God’s character and nature. This was as 
much a part of the revelation as the emotional. This 
would be how the whole person would be 
connected to God, through word and Spirit. 

God was inviting Moses to see the experience of 
Israel’s sinfulness and God’s willingness to hear the 
cry of the intercessor. Indeed, God had shown 
himself merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and 
abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness. He had 
shown himself willing to forgive sin and iniquity but 
he was also a God who was Holy and would deal 
with those who rejected his law and turned from his 
holiness. He is not to be ignored, as Hebrews 10:31 
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reveals, “It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of 
the living God.”  

This is a message as much for today as it was in the 
time of Moses in Exodus. Moses' reaction to God’s 
revelation was the only proper response that he 
could make. He bowed down and worshipped his 
God who had revealed to him his glory. He was 
appropriately responding to what he now knew 
about God but I love that he wasn’t finished but 
wanted Israel to receive the same blessing; “If now I 
have found favor in your sight, O Lord, please let 
the Lord go in the midst of us, for it is a stiff-necked 
people, and pardon our iniquity and our sin, and 
take us for your inheritance.”

God sees the heart of his servant and willingly 
includes Israel in the renewal of his covenant with 
Moses and goes a step further; 

And he said, “Behold, I am making a covenant. 
Before all your people I will do marvels, such as 
have not been created in all the earth or in any 
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nation. And all the people among whom you are 
shall see the work of the Lord, for it is 
an awesome thing that I will do with 
you. “Observe what I command you this day. 
Behold, I will drive out before you the Amorites, 
the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the 
Hivites, and the Jebusites.” 

God promised to do for Israel what they could not 
do for themselves if they would observe what he 
commanded of them that day.

The deal was done, and Moses is released to go back 
down the mountain into Israel’s camp. He had no 
idea about one of the side effects of beholding the 
glory of God—his face was radiant. It wasn’t like he 
looked happy and had a joyful grin upon his face, it 
was like he had a bright light under his skin and it 
radiated out from him. It frightened Aaron and 
Israel when they approached him. For their sake he 
had to put a veil over his face when he was finished 
speaking with them. You might assume that in a 
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matter of time it would wear off and he would be 
the same as before. Let’s look at Exodus 34:34–35, 

Whenever Moses went in before the Lord to 
speak with him, he would remove the veil, until 
he came out. And when he came out and told 
the people of Israel what he was 
commanded, 35 the people of Israel would see 
the face of Moses, that the skin of Moses' face 
was shining. And Moses would put the veil 
over his face again, until he went in to speak 
with him.

Only after Moses finished speaking the words of 
God to Israel he would put the veil back on. In 
communicating what God revealed his face revealed 
the glory of God. However, Moses received 
revelation from God without a veil. Moses' role as 
intercessor pointed to the need for an intercessor 
greater than him. In the same way that the Israelites 
who read this account were to respond to Moses, 
new covenant believers should respond to Jesus 
Christ, the final and ultimate mediator.
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As wonderful and compelling as this story is, it 
cannot compare to the revelation of God given to us 
in Jesus Christ. We read in our gospel reading this 
morning from John 1:14, “And the Word became 
flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his 
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full 
of grace and truth.”

In our reading from the Epistle to the Hebrews 1:1–3 
we read, 

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, 
God spoke to our fathers by the 
prophets, 2 but in these last days he has spoken 
to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of 
all things, through whom also he created the 
world. 3 He is the radiance of the glory of God 
and the exact imprint of his nature, and he 
upholds the universe by the word of his 
power. After making purification for sins, he sat 
down at the right hand of the Majesty on 
high…
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The Apostle Paul in 2 Corinthians 3:15–18 speaking 
about the veil that still covered the hearts of Israel in 
his day writes, 

Yes, to this day whenever Moses is read a veil 
lies over their hearts. 16 But when one turns to 
the Lord, the veil is removed. 17 Now the Lord 
is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, 
there is freedom. 18 And we all, with unveiled 
face, beholding the glory of the Lord,  are being 
transformed into the same image from one 
degree of glory to another.  For this comes from 
the Lord who is the Spirit.

Paul stressed the close relationship between Christ 
and the Holy Spirit. Because of Jesus’ resurrection 
and ascension, Christ and the life-giving Spirit are 
very closely identified as to function (not 
personhood), so much so as to be identical to the 
believer. Paul wasn’t blurring the distinction 
between the persons of the Trinity, but showing how 
closely they cooperate in their function. Why? 
Because they are all committed to the same things. 
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I suspect this is the perfect way to view Exodus 
34:34, indicating that the “Lord” of that verse is the 
Holy Spirit, who worked in Moses in the same way 
that he now works in those who serve God in the 
New Covenant. In both, the veil is removed and the 
glory of the Lord is revealed in word and Spirit. This 
brings God’s people the freedom to reveal the glory 
of God that is no longer diminishing but increasing. 
When we pursue the glory of God unashamedly, 
and boldly before the world, then we will reflect like 
a mirror the glory of Christ. The assurance is that if 
this is taking place then we will move from “Glory 
to Glory,” which results in a greater and greater 
likeness of the image of God in us even through 
persecution and many trials. You know what, that is 
always how the kingdom of God has grown, and to 
this day that continues to be true around the world. 
In the places where Gods people seek his glory, the 
church flourishes, but in those places where the 
church doesn’t, it dries up and withers away. 
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There was no doubt in the minds of the children of 
Israel that Moses had seen the glory of God because 
he wasn’t the same man who headed up the 
mountain when he came back down. 

As a state and as a country we are in a dark place, 
probably darker than any time in our experience. 
The evidence would seem to indicate that the glory 
of God is not being reflected as much as we 
assumed. I’ve had to ask myself, “Is the glory of God 
reflected in your life, and in your face? What does 
the evidence tell you?” 

We’ve been talking about “The Return” next 
Saturday. It’s a day of national prayer and 
repentance because we aren’t seeing or experiencing 
the move of God’s Spirit that always attends God’s 
people moving in the power of the Lord. It has 
already begun in pockets around the country, and 
it’s likely because God’s people aren’t waiting for 
the 26th of September to bow before the Lord in 
repentance. Please invite your friends and neighbors 
to the simulcast here next Saturday from 9:00 AM to 
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9:00 PM. Let’s begin asking God to show us his glory 
through Christ Jesus and the Holy Spirit. 

Let’s pray.

©2020 Rev. Mike Moffitt
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