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Son of Man, Speak to Your People

Text:  Ezekiel 33:1–11

 As most of you know, Teresa and I were on 
“staycation” for the past two weeks. We chose not to 
go anywhere partly because of the restrictions of 
Covid-19, but in reality, I didn’t want to go 
anywhere. I wanted to spend a few weeks seeking 
the Lord, attempting to hear from him about how 
we go forward into the future. I must confess that 
the past two weeks have been a struggle for me, 
because God, although near, was for the most part 
silent. To be honest, the first week I couldn’t seem to 
get the competing voices in my mind to shut up. You 
likely know what I’m talking about.

The second week I was better able to sit in 
contemplative silence focusing on the presence of 
God and listening for the still small whisper of his 
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voice. Daily, my question was, “Lord what do you 
want?” During this time there were many 
distractions and problems that came up that I had to 
deal with immediately. At times anxiety set in but I 
sought the Lord in the middle of the problems. 
Sometimes that’s easier said than done. I remember 
Charles Spurgeon once wrote, “Anxiety does not 
empty tomorrow of its sorrows, but only empties 
today of its strength.” 

So, I waited on the Lord and reminded myself that I 
am welcome at the throne of God because I am his 
child, (I think I have preached on that once or twice) 
but sometimes he wants us to simply be in His 
presence without any preconceived agenda other 
than just being with Him. That was hard for me to 
do because I had so many questions. “Lord, how do 
we as a church move into the future? How do we 
move forward in the midst of a pandemic? Why are 
you so silent when I need you to speak? Lord, am I 
the one to lead this congregation into the future?” 
Silence. I’m a pretty stubborn fellow, and sitting still 
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is not my favorite position. I really don’t know how I 
sat in the driver's seat of a truck for so many years. 
There are just times where God, who is not in a 
hurry, will let you get all the activity out of your 
system until you grow weary and sit back down to 
listen. I found that this is a very important lesson 
and I must get this right. 

I’ve been working on “The Return” event on 
September 26, which is a national and global day of 
repentance.  

As, a nation, America has in many ways chosen to 
depart from God and the authority of his Word. We 
have forgotten the rock upon which we were 
founded. We have allowed many of our leaders to 
remove God from the public square, our culture and 
our lives through foolish legislation. It is written in 
Proverbs 14:34, “Righteousness exalts a nation, but 
sin is a reproach to any people.” We see all around 
us the possible signs of God’s judgment being 
poured out through the weather, disease and the 
results of what happens when a people willingly 
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remove God from his rightful place as Lord and 
King. 

Daily we are reminded that we have become a 
nation that is coming apart at the seams. So many 
people are miserable; hopelessness and suicide 
among the young are common; rioting and murder, 
and claiming that murder of the unborn is not only 
good but a basic human right. Many feel that we’ve 
come too far to get back to the nation that was 
committed to the laws of God embedded in our 
Constitution and the Declaration of Independence. 
There is no way that we can get back through 
legislation, as many of our political leaders seem to 
be blinded to what has happened to us and seem to 
be trying to make it happen. Even our courts have in 
many ways turned against the laws that once made 
us a great nation. 

The only way back is to return to the Creator God 
who rules and reigns over the universe. We must 
begin in repentance for our sins and our failure to 
surrender to the authority of God and his word. 
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Today many Christian leaders have come together to 
lead God’s people into a time of repentance and 
return back to faithfulness to God and his word, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

However, lest we simply throw up our hands in 
grief, we should take heart that the Scriptures also 
teach in Ephesians 2:4–5, 

But God, being rich in mercy, because of the 
great love with which he loved us, 5 even when 
we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive 
together with Christ—by grace you have been 
saved—

All those who will come before him seeking mercy 
will find it and through repentance of sin will find 
forgiveness, salvation, healing, revival and 
restoration. It is upon that foundation that the 
promise often quoted today is given in 2 Chronicles 
7:14–15, 

if my people who are called by my name humble 
themselves, and pray and seek my face and turn 

 5

https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+2:4%E2%80%938&version=ESV
http://www.apple.com
http://www.apple.com


from their wicked ways, then I will hear from 
heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their 
land. 15 Now my eyes will be open and my ears 
attentive to the prayer that is made in this 
place.”

I believe this with all my heart but… repentance is 
only the beginning. September 26th is not a magical 
day where we together come to God in faith and 
repentance asking for Him to stay his hand of 
judgment and then expect everything to suddenly 
turn around and get back to where it should be. 
That’s not how this works, it will require returning 
to God in faith and obedience to his word. 

The Apostle Peter wrote in 2 Peter 3:9,

The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as 
some count slowness, but is patient toward you, 
not wishing that any should perish, but that all 
should reach repentance.

Peter wanted his readers to understand that the 
delay of judgment was a sign of God’s forbearance 
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and mercy especially towards those believers who 
had fallen under the influence and confusion 
brought about by false teachers. The word for 
repentance in the Greek is metanoia, and it means to 
have a change of mind and therefore direction. This 
is to be the basis of a time of repentance. We should 
return to our covenant with God to follow him in 
love and obedience to his word. His priorities 
should become ours and then his promises become 
ours too.

As I considered this morning's passage from Ezekiel 
33:1–11, I realized that in order to be the type of 
“Watchman” on the wall that Ezekiel was speaking 
of, we must know what it is to be still and know that 
God will speak if we will listen. Ezekiel knew 
exactly what God was commanding him because he 
had grown accustomed to the voice of God.

I had the joy of being on a webinar Thursday night 
with Archbishop Foley Beach and 55 others. We 
talked about what it means to always be moving 
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forward in spite of circumstances. Before we get to 
Ezekiel, I want to share two things that he said to us.

First, one of the most crucial things is to daily put as 
the first priority spending time in God’s word and 
prayer. The type of prayer that invites fellowship 
with the Father. My heart leaped because I do make 
time every day to be in God’s word and prayer, but 
often fail to intentionally seek fellowship with my 
heavenly Father. He stressed that if we would intend 
to win the battle over our enemy, it would happen 
through listening and hearing from God through 
word and Spirit. 

Second, Archbishop Beach said we must ask 
ourselves the question, “Would you rather be in a 
mortuary or a maternity ward?” He pointed out that 
the advantages of being in a mortuary; no one 
would bother you and everything would be 
predictable and under your control, hopefully, no 
real surprises. However, being in a maternity ward 
was chaotic and loud, unpredictable, at times nerve-
racking but it was there that you find new life and 
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the joy that comes with that. Obviously, this is 
opposed to the mortuary which is quiet because 
those there are lifeless. Lest we misunderstand, he 
made it clear that being a liturgical church was not 
the problem, even though we have things that are 
predictable and done the same way weekly. The 
difference is in what you are seeking and 
anticipating the presence of the Lord in your 
worship. Are we inviting him to speak and deal with 
those things that separate us from God and each 
other? That is something we will be asking the Lord 
to show us in the coming days.

Let’s turn to our passage in Ezekiel 33. We don’t 
have time to re-read the passage but let’s begin with 
considering verse 1,

“The word of the Lord came to me:”                       

This phrase occurs in the Book of Ezekiel 50 times, 
more than any other prophetic book. The word of 
the Lord that we read in Ezekiel 33:1–11 is almost 
identical to Ezekiel 3:16–21. In each case, Ezekiel is 
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elaborating on his role as Watchman over Israel. This 
role entailed God giving him responsibility for those 
to whom he was called to minister and the duty to 
warn them of an impending threat. Failure to issue 
the warning would make him accountable for the 
deaths that resulted. If the warning was heard but 
not heeded then he was exonerated of any 
responsibility. 

In ancient times, those who lived in cities 
surrounded by a well-built wall considered 
themselves safe and blessed. They were able to rest 
knowing that they had two forms of protection; first, 
the wall separated them from enemies who meant 
harm or brought things and customs into their town 
that were unwelcome. Second, they had a watchman 
or watchmen who patrolled the wall as a lookout. 
The Watchman was often stationed in a high tower 
watching over the countryside outside the wall. He 
would look for the glimmering of metal possibly 
revealing the swords or shields of invading armies. 
He could possibly see clouds of dust raised by 
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marching armies or their horses. If something was 
spotted the Watchman sought to discern whether it 
was a threat or not. If a threat, he would sound the 
alarm so that those working outside had the time to 
run back to the refuge of the city. 

In the Old Testament the prophets were the 
watchmen who warned Israel of the threat of 
turning away from God and from following his 
commandments. They were to warn of the perils of 
sin and idolatry by aligning themselves with the 
gods of other nations, who were not gods at all.  

In Isaiah 58:1, God summoned the prophet to 
condemn the people for their rebellion as loudly as a 
trumpet blast, 

Cry aloud; do not hold back;  lift up your voice 
like a trumpet; declare to my people their 
transgression, to the house of Jacob their sins.

The role of the Watchman was as important as the 
wall. Walls could be breached, and other ways could 
be found to gain entrance to the city. The Watchman 
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was tasked with sounding the warning that allowed 
the people of the city to prepare for whatever was 
coming at them. 

If there was ever a time when watchmen were 
needed around the church, the home, the family, the 
schools and the community, the day is now! We need 
people of discernment who know the Word of 
God. We desperately need people who know the 
enemy’s schemes and are faithfully keeping an eye 
on him and what he is doing, 1 Peter 5:8, 

Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary 
the devil prowls around like a roaring lion 
seeking someone to devour.

We need believers who will watch and warn others 
of what they see coming. It doesn’t matter whether 
the news is good or bad, we need men and women 
who have a passion for the lives of those caught up 
in sin and unbelief. On the webinar on Thursday 
night pastors told stories of those who have never 
been to their church before showing up, even with 
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Covid-19 rules. They came because they were afraid 
and needed a place of safety and refuge. They no 
longer found comfort in the idea that truth was 
whatever they believed it to be.

It used to be that if you didn’t want to see all the 
ways that our culture was becoming increasingly 
ungodly, you could probably ignore it and only read 
about those things that were wonderful and not 
disturbing. Not anymore. To be sure the American 
way of life is under attack, but the primary reason is 
that our foundation was built upon the law of God 
found in the Bible. Not every founding father was a 
Christian, or godly in all their undertakings, but 
they recognized the soundness and truth of the 
scriptures as a better way to begin a nation in 
freedom. When you remove that foundation then the 
house crumbles—and that is what is happening 
today. We must be honest and confront what has 
happened as those who possibly failed to sound the 
alarm until it was almost too late.
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While well-meaning Christians lived their lives 
around their families and church community, the 
enemy was busy chipping away at the foundation 
that families and communities were built upon. The 
enemy wanted to change our worship and make it 
more inclusive. Many felt that sounded Christlike 
and applauded it. Years ago, I went to a church that 
was celebrating Youth Sunday and the opening 
hymn was “Kumbaya”. Everyone was so glad that 
their youth wanted unity and peace. Now I’m all for 
unity and peace but the whole service was about the 
generic god who was to be found through many 
channels and all religions. Clearly, the Bible was no 
longer the standard of faith and practice. Things had 
come to the place that the leaders of that church 
didn’t have an understanding of God’s word and 
were easily fooled by the lies of the enemy. To 
believe that Jesus is the only way to salvation was 
narrow-minded and bigoted. Well, people didn’t 
want to be seen like that, so what could a few 
meaningful changes matter?
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Not surprisingly, that denomination has imploded 
and is slowly breaking up into pieces, just like the 
enemy planned. Where was the Watchman?

The enemy has actually succeeded in getting some 
people to change the wording and meaning of the 
Word of God. There is to be no alluding to God as 
“He” but a more generic pronoun is to be used. 
Some parts of the Scriptures have been deemed 
irrelevant and passé. It was a word that was helpful 
at some point in history, but culture had surpassed 
the word of God and should be seen as unaware of 
our current findings. Where is the Watchman? 

 The home and family are also under severe attack 
and children have forgotten the meaning of 
submission and obedience. Many husbands and 
wives both within and without the church have no 
concept of faithfulness, fidelity and “unto death do 
us part.” Parents have forgotten how to apply the 
“board of education to the seat of learning,” and we 
are raising a generation of rebels who know nothing 
about submission to authority. One of the most 
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misquoted verses in the Bible is Proverbs 13:24. It 
doesn’t say “Spare the rod and spoil the child.” The 
correct reading is “Whoever spares the rod hates his 
son, but he who loves him is diligent to discipline 
him.” How did the wisdom of Dr. Benjamin Spock 
trump the wisdom of God in his word? Where was 
the Watchman?

God has been forced out of the public school 
system. The Bible is off-limits and children are 
forbidden to pray publicly. Often we find that the 
Koran is not off limits and children are allowed to 
break to pray their prayers to Allah at designated 
times. Children are taught that God is a myth from 
our repressed past and a fable begun because we 
had no other explanations at the time. Now children 
are told that science has discovered that man 
evolved from a single amoeba that formed millions 
or billions of years ago in a puddle of primordial 
soup. If God can be marginalized and children 
taught that He does not exist; if they really believe 
that they are the result of evolution; then there are 
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no rules and no speed limits. They can careen down 
the highway to Hell without thought to the 
consequences. Where is the Watchman?

Things aren’t much better in the community! People 
outside the walls do not want to be bothered with 
teachings about a creator God, His will, and His 
Word. Some want prayer banned at any public 
event. The demanding howl from the lost world is 
rising ever louder as they demand freedom from 
God’s laws and even from God Himself.  The Ten 
Commandments have been removed from most 
every public square but oddly enough every session 
of Congress begins with a prayer by a paid preacher 
and has since 1766. As you enter the Supreme Court 
courtroom, the two huge oak doors have the Ten 
Commandments engraved on each lower portion of 
each door. As you sit inside the courtroom, you can 
see the wall above the Supreme Court judges, a 
display of the Ten Commandments. Do they 
acknowledge the supremacy of God’s law over the 
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laws of this nation? Most don’t. Where are the 
Watchmen?

As we saw earlier, in Israel when this Watchman 
saw trouble approaching, he did not keep the 
message to himself. Instead, he opened his mouth 
and shouted out the warning for all to hear. He told 
everyone within earshot that trouble was coming, 
and they listened, or they perished. If the Watchman 
was faithful to the role given to him, then he was not 
responsible for the unbelief of those who were 
warned. However, if he did not sound the alarm, 
God held him responsible, and their blood was on 
his hands.

There is a lesson for the watchmen in our day as 
well. As we watch the enemy approaching ever 
nearer the walls of our churches, our homes, our 
families, and our communities, we have a 
responsibility to sound the warning.  Some would 
say, “What’s the use?  No one is listening to us!”  I 
would answer that by reminding you that one of 
these days we are going to face our Savior at The 
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Judgment Seat of Christ.  On that day, we will give 
an account of how well we raised the alarm in our 
day.  I think this truth is illustrated well by our 
Lord’s words to the prophet Ezekiel in 33:1–9. 

Therefore, let us take heed to the certain signs of the 
enemy’s approach and let us warn everyone we can 
to flee the judgment to come! Why? Let’s read 
Ezekiel 33:10–11, 

And you, son of man, say to the house of Israel, 
Thus have you said: ‘Surely our transgressions 
and our sins are upon us, and we rot away 
because of them. How then can we live?’ 11 Say 
to them, As I live, declares the Lord God, I have 
no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that 
the wicked turn from his way and live; turn 
back, turn back from your evil ways, for why 
will you die, O house of Israel?

I would venture to say that most Christians in our 
nation have not done this very well, I know I 
haven’t. That’s why we must come together in 
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repentance, asking God to forgive and restore us to 
the place that we are called, as Watchmen. It’s not 
yet too late to turn to God in repentance, inviting 
him to take his rightful place as God and King in our 
lives. I encourage you to invite your friends, family, 
neighbors and total strangers to join us in a day of 
prayer, fasting and repentance.

We are participating in the event of “The Return” 
but the time of repentance begins now. 

Let’s pray.
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