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When the Lord Speaks

Text:  Jonah 2:1–10

For the past three weeks I’ve announced the 
upcoming event, “The Return”. It’s a national and 
global season of prayer, repentance, return to God, 
and hopefully revival. On September 26, 2020, a 
sacred assembly will take place in our nation's 
capital on the Washington Mall. For those who are 
unable to be there in person, we will have a 
simulcast here at Light of Christ, or you can also 
watch it on television. If you haven’t already, I 
encourage you to watch a video of Rabbi Jonathan 
Cahn speak about this event on our website and 
Facebook page. Thank you Joy Gwaltney for that. 
Some of you may be familiar with Rabbi Cahn, a 
Messianic Jew, through his books: The Harbinger, 
The Book of Mysteries 1 & 2, Secrets of the Code, 



and others. Even though September 26th is the time 
of the sacred assembly, I’m encouraging each of us 
to begin now a season of prayer and repentance for 
our sins and the sins of our nation. We are in serious 
trouble and at a crossroads. We desperately need 
God to come to our rescue through bringing revival 
or we will likely face his divine judgment. 

I’ll be sending out information and we will have 
brochures and other advertising materials so that 
you can invite family and friends to this important 
event. This is being spoken of as a “Nineveh event” 
a time like in the Book of Jonah where God is calling 
out his people to repent, pray, and take God’s word 
to the nations.

As I have been praying and considering the message 
for this week from the Book of Jonah, I was struck by 
how familiar the story was as it relates to things I’ve 
seen and experienced in my life. It’s not unusual for 
nations and people to find themselves in terrible 
trouble because they have walked away from God 
and his word. The Bible is full of stories where Israel 
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turned away from God and paid an awful price. It 
was always through repentance that they were 
restored. However, we have examples of these sorts 
of things happening in our own times. 

As most of you know I have a heart for Africa and 
have taught and preached in Rwanda several times. 
The first time was in 2007 and that trip changed my 
life forever. Even though the Rwandan genocide 
happened in 1994, there was still a sense of sadness 
and remorse that hung over the nation. You may 
remember that in Rwanda there are two primary 
people groups, the Hutu, and the Tutsi. The Hutu 
rose up and massacred over 800,000 Tutsi over a 90-
day period. The world acted as if nothing was 
happening and most of us didn’t find out about it 
until it was done. 

When I arrived 13 years later the country was still in 
shock. Many of the Hutu who had been a part of the 
massacre were sentenced to prison. They were made 
to wear very distinctive clothing to identify who 
they were as they worked in road gangs. I heard one 
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of them interviewed and he couldn’t believe that he 
had been capable of such atrocious acts. When asked 
to explain his motivation, he shrugged his shoulders 
and said he didn’t know. For years afterward church 
attendance declined as people were shocked, 
depressed and didn’t want to worship. In some 
cases, it was churches that turned away those who 
sought refuge from the mobs and the army. 

The country was in a mess but then the Lord started 
moving in their midst and through the power of the 
Holy Spirit a people found relief and joy in the 
presence of God once more. The one thing that really 
stuck out was a profound ministry of reconciliation 
that began. I’ve seen a video of one of the Hutu 
being released from prison and coming back to the 
town where he had murdered and maimed many. As 
he entered the church he was not only welcomed but 
the members, mainly Tutsi, gathered around him to 
pray for him and to let him know of the love of God 
in Christ. He just stood there in disbelief and tears as 
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they assured him that they had already forgiven 
him. 

I want to share with you briefly a story of how God 
has moved in Rwanda. It’s about a young Tutsi, 
named Jean Claude, and this is in an article written 
about God’s moving in power in him.

Tragically, as he hid in the bushes, Jean 
Claude watched as neighbors tortured, 
mutilated and murdered his father. He also 
witnessed as men murdered his sister, 
aunts and uncles. His mother was beaten, 
but not killed. She has lived with a mental 
disability from the trauma of the event 
from that day on. 

When Compassion’s program began again, 
it was difficult for the children to gather 
together. So many were gone. Others were 
the children of perpetrators. Jean Claude 
wondered how he could associate with 
those whose parents participated in the 
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genocide. But the workers at the 
Compassion center persevered in teaching 
the children about love and forgiveness. 

“I learned love from Compassion. Love. 
Love. Love. It’s a word taught every time in 
the Compassion program. ‘Love each other 
as God loves everyone and decided to give 
His own Son.'” 

Eventually, Jean Claude came to know 
Jesus and made the choice to forgive those 
who murdered his family. Jean Claude 
graduated from school and started a 
nonprofit called Best Family Rwanda to 
help poor and orphaned children. He made 
the conscious decision to help both Hutu 
and Tutsi children. Amazingly, he chose to 
sponsor the child of his father’s murderer. 

“But I had one child sponsored in my 
organization whose father was in the group 
that killed my father. They were neighbors. 
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After the genocide, the father was 
imprisoned for his crime. So, when I was 
selecting children to help, I said, ‘Bring his 
orphan. He doesn’t have a father.’ That is 
forgiveness.” 

Now, Jean Claude has a relationship with 
the son of his father’s murderer. He loves 
him and cares for his needs. Jean Claude’s 
act of radical forgiveness displays the 
power of God to utterly transform hearts. 

It was this time of repentance and reaching out to 
those who were once enemies that has led to a 
powerful move of God’s Spirit in Rwanda that is still 
going on.

Let’s turn now to our passage from Jonah 2:1–10. In 
chapter one God came to the prophet Jonah, 
commanding him to go to Nineveh, a principal city 
and the last capital of the Assyrian Empire. The city 
was located on the east side of the Tigris River, 
directly opposite the modern city of Mosul in 
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northern Iraq. In Jonah’s time it was an extremely 
wicked city and was hated by the Jews. God sent 
Jonah with a message that because of their 
wickedness he was going to completely destroy 
them in 40 days. Instead of obeying God’s 
command, Jonah decided to run in the other 
direction toward Tarshish. 

Several reasons have been suggested as to why 
Jonah didn’t want to do what God commanded. It 
may have been because God was asking him to risk 
his own life. The Book of Nahum gives us a good 
idea of how wicked the people of Nineveh were. 
Jonah had every reason to assume that at the very 
least he would be mocked and treated as a fool. He 
might even be attacked and killed if he did what 
the LORD told him to do.

It was also because Jonah didn’t want the Assyrians 
in Nineveh to escape God’s judgment. He hated 
them and wanted them destroyed. He was afraid 
that the people of Nineveh might hear the word 
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from the Lord and repent. He knew the heart of God 
and in chapter 4:2–3, 

And he prayed to the Lord and said, “O Lord, is 
not this what I said when I was yet in my 
country? That is why I made haste to flee to 
Tarshish; for I knew that you are a gracious God 
and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in 
steadfast love, and relenting from 
disaster. 3 Therefore now, O Lord, please take 
my life from me, for it is better for me to die 
than to live.”

Imagine if you will a Jewish man in New York 
during World War II having God say to him, “I want 
you to go to Berlin and tell those in Nazi Germany 
that I am is going to pour out my terrible wrath 
upon Germany in judgment for their wickedness.” 
The man then heads out to Los Angeles and catches 
a plane for Hong Kong because he’s afraid that the 
German’s might repent. Like Jonah, his hatred for 
the enemy blocks the love of God moving through 
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him to accomplish repentance and transformation 
for his enemies.

 We might consider the reasons why Jonah did not 
want to do what God told him to do, but perhaps it 
might be more appropriate to wonder why often we 
don’t do what God tells us to do. God told Jonah 
to go and preach; every Christian has the same 
command in the Great Commission of Matthew 
28:19–20. With Jonah’s example before us, we 
have even less reason than Jonah for our 
disobedience. We should long for those without 
Christ, no matter how evil, to come to faith in him.

As you probably remember, Jonah didn’t initially 
obey God but boarded a ship for Tarshish—which 
was the opposite direction from Nineveh. While on 
the journey a huge and terrible storm came up and 
threatened the lives and the cargo of the ship. Jonah 
admits that this is happening because he is running 
from his God, who is so powerful that he controls 
the sea and the storm. He encourages them to throw 
him overboard in order to save everyone else. They 
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don’t want to kill him, but they pray to Jonah’s God 
to spare them, and throw him overboard. I love 
Jonah 1:16–17, 

Then the men feared the Lord exceedingly, and 
they offered a sacrifice to the Lord and made 
vows. And the Lord appointed a great fish to 
swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of 
the fish three days and three nights.

 It’s interesting to note that it was the Gentile sailors 
who recognize the power of God over creation and 
they bow down in fear and reverence making a 
sacrifice and promises to Him. God is prepared to 
glorify Himself even when we fail to do so.

I can’t even begin to imagine what it would be like 
in the stomach of a large fish period, much less for 
three days and nights. When our children were 
small we bought a whole Arch Book series of Bible 
stories for children. I’ll never forget the cartoon-like 
picture of Jonah in the belly of the great fish. He was 
sitting on a wooden box around a little wooden table 

!11



with a candle burning in the middle. He had his 
glasses on as he enjoyed a little plate of fish which 
I’m assuming would be in abundance in the belly of 
a huge fish. Of course, I knew that the picture was 
nowhere close to the real situation that Jonah found 
himself in, but after all, this was a children’s book. 
Let’s assume that 72 hours in the digestive juices 
and smell and complete darkness in the stomach of a 
fish would give a person time to think. Of course, 
Jonah didn’t write this prayer while in the fish but 
later after reflecting on this adventure. 

Some Bible scholars contend that this story must be 
an allegory, alluding to more than one meaning or a 
parable which is a fictitious story meant to teach 
moral, ethical, or religious lessons. It’s easy to see 
why this story would be questioned because it really 
is an amazing lesson. I believe that Jonah is a 
historical book that conveys to us God’s power and 
rule over all of His creation, including doing the 
seemingly impossible. One of the greatest reasons to 
believe this is that Jesus thought it was a real story. 
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In Matthew 12 the scribes and Pharisees asked Jesus 
for a sign proving who he claimed to be. His reply in 
verse 40 shows us the historical truth of the story of 
Jonah, “For just as Jonah was three days and three 
nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of 
Man be three days and three nights in the heart of 
the earth.”

Let’s read again Jonah 2:1–3,

Then Jonah prayed to the Lord his God from the 
belly of the fish, 2 saying, “I called out to 
the Lord, out of my distress, and he answered 
me; out of the belly of Sheol I cried, and you 
heard my voice. 3 For you cast me into the deep, 
into the heart of the seas, and the flood 
surrounded me; all your waves and your billows 
passed over me.”

I think the most amazing part of this story is that 
Jonah didn’t drown as he was thrown into the sea 
during a terrible storm. I have no doubt he was sure 
that drowning was to be his fate. Instead, a great fish 
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swallowed him but even then he should have died. 
God could have chosen many ways to rescue Jonah, 
but I think he chose this way for at least two reasons.

This story points us to an amazing lesson about the 
sovereignty of God. It reminds us that when God 
wants a person to do something, but the person 
doesn’t want to do it, God will often use a way of 
persuasion that encourages them to do what he has 
commanded. 

Throughout the word of God from Genesis to 
Revelation, we can find clear examples of God doing 
things in such a way that it points us to what He will 
ultimately accomplish through the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. As I pointed out earlier, 
Jesus drew a connection between himself and the 
sign of the prophet Jonah. Jonah’s release from the 
great fish after three days and nights would lead 
him to go to Nineveh and preach the word from the 
Lord. This accomplished what God intended, and 
the people of Nineveh repented, and God had mercy 
and did not destroy them, at least not at this time. 
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Jesus predicted in Matthew 12:38–41 that he would 
be released from the grave after three days and this 
would lead to the repentance of Gentiles, while 
many Jews would reject his prophetic word.

It doesn’t tell us how long Jonah floated around in 
the belly of the fish before he was rescued. As I 
earlier stated, Jonah didn’t write this prayer or 
Psalm of thanksgiving until after he had been 
rescued. I’m assuming that he spent a great deal of 
his time in the belly of the fish crying out to God. At 
some point it likely occurred to him that he wasn’t 
going to die but something needed to happen before 
God would rescue him. In verses 4–6 Jonah recounts 
what it was like after he was cast deep into the heart 
of the sea. The water closed over him and seaweeds 
wrapped around his head, sealing his fate. He knew 
that he would die because there was no one to 
rescue him. I wonder if at that point he thought to 
himself, “I should have gone to Nineveh.” 

As he wrote this song he recounts in verse 3 that it 
wasn’t the sailors who cast him into the sea, but God 
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himself, “You cast me into the deep, into the heart of 
the seas…” 

It’s in verse 7 that the change in Jonah comes about. 
Up until that time he was simply remembering that 
he was going down into the heart of the deep sea to 
the gates of death. All hope was lost, he couldn’t do 
anything to save himself, so he did the only thing 
that he could, he cried out to the Lord his God.

When my life was fainting away, I remembered 
the Lord, and my prayer came to you, into your 
holy temple.

The temple in Jerusalem was the place of the Lord’s 
dwelling. It was the earthly location of the divine 
presence toward which God’s people were to pray (1 
King 8:23–53). Jonah’s heart longed for communion 
with God that was found in the temple. He mourned 
for the special presence of God, the very thing he 
had earlier sought to escape from. It was prayer to 
the Lord that was Jonah’s refuge in the introductory 
verse and verse 9.
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Jonah comes to his senses and remembers that 
salvation and deliverance can only come from the 
Lord and he once again declares his loyalty and 
praise to God. In providing salvation to Jonah, God 
moves him from disobedience to repentance. When 
Jonah eventually preaches God’s word to the king 
and people of Nineveh, they repent and God moves 
them from idolatry to faith, the same thing that God 
would accomplish by imparting salvation to the 
Gentiles through the death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. 

I love Jonah 2:10, “And the Lord spoke to the fish, 
and it vomited Jonah out upon the dry land.” 
Jonah’s repentance and return to the command of 
God allowed God to bring relief to Jonah, and I 
suspect to the fish as well. Through obedience Jonah 
is now able to accomplish what God intended to do 
through him in Nineveh. God wants us to be willing 
to be stretched and attempt to do things that are 
seemingly impossible for us but not for him.
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We can see the same parallel in our gospel reading 
from Matthew 14, especially verses 28–31. Jesus 
comes to the disciples late at night walking on the 
water. They think it’s a ghost, but Jesus assures them 
that it is him,                                                               

And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, 
command me to come to you on the 
water.” 29 He said, “Come.” So, Peter got out 
of the boat and walked on the water and came to 
Jesus. 30 But when he saw the wind, he was 
afraid, and beginning to sink he cried 
out, “Lord, save me.” 31 Jesus immediately 
reached out his hand and took hold of him, 
saying to him, “O you of little faith, why did 
you doubt?”

We all know that it’s impossible for us to walk on 
water and yet Jesus showed Peter that it was entirely 
possible if Jesus says, “come”. Peter was walking on 
the water until he took his eyes off of Jesus and 
looked at the impossibility of walking on water, but 
Jesus was there to lift him up. 
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Our country is in such a terrible mess that it feels 
like an impossibility for things to turn around. Most 
Christians that I know believe that in theory God 
could bring revival and pour out his Holy Spirit 
upon us, changing the power structure from great 
evil to the power and light of Jesus Christ. Our 
nation and world can be transformed by this but at 
what cost? Well, in truth the cost of bringing 
salvation to the world has already been paid by 
Jesus on the cross. However, for it to come about 
God has given his church a command to make the 
proclamation of the gospel our first priority. I think 
that each of us knows that we can’t go out and save 
the world in our own strength, but God never asked 
us to. It’s in his power and authority that we are able 
to move, but first there needs to be a season of 
repentance, asking God to forgive our lethargy and 
renew our strength through the power of the Holy 
Spirit. We need to begin now asking God to change 
our hearts and to bring revival.
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Back to the question of what it costs… I think the 
cost is inviting the Lord to transform our hearts and 
our passions so that our desire is to see people's lives 
transformed and the kingdom of God on earth 
advanced. It probably should look something like 
what the Apostle Paul wrote in Romans 9:1–3, 

I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not 
lying; my conscience bears me witness in the 
Holy Spirit— 2 that I have great sorrow and 
unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I could 
wish that I myself were accursed and cut off 
from Christ for the sake of my brothers, my 
kinsmen according to the flesh.

Paul in essence is saying that he would gladly lay 
down his life for the sake of those who were without 
Christ.

I wish that I could say that this is my heart, but it 
isn’t, not yet. I have been in repentance for some 
time, and I’m asking God to change my heart, and to 
make it more like his. I believe that we are on the 
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cusp of a mighty move of God. Christians all around 
the country are bowing in repentance asking God for 
a powerful revival. On Friday Teresa and I were on a 
Zoom prayer conference with 86 other Christians 
praying for God’s people to return in repentance to 
God, asking for him to fill us up with himself, so 
that he might be glorified, and lives transformed. I 
believe it is coming, Lord have mercy, Christ have 
mercy!

Let’s pray.

©2020 Rev. Mike Moffitt
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