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Christ Our Teacher

“This is indeed that Prophet that should come into the world.”  

Today is the last Sunday of Trinity season and the last Sunday of the 
Christian year. Next Sunday will be the First Sunday in Advent and the 
beginning of our preparation as a church for the coming of the Messiah, the 
birth of Jesus of Nazareth, the Incarnation of the Son of God. The Church 
focuses on the fact that the end of this season of sanctification is always a 
new beginning. That is why she calls today "The Sunday Next Before 
Advent," not Trinity 23 or Pentecost 24. As we complete this year of 
spiritual development, we anticipate with joy our New Christian Year. We 
look forward to beginning the whole process once again, hoping to learn to 
know and to love our Lord more deeply, to perform our Christian duties 
more profoundly and conscientiously, and to enter more fully into the 
worship of the Holy Trinity in spirit and in truth. 

Our liturgical calendar, which outlines our Christian year, makes us a 
unique community. It marks us as the Church, God's faithful people: those 
who Sunday after Sunday commemorate the death and resurrection of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. For us Sunday is not the last day of the week but the 
first. It is not a day dedicated to the sun, a heavenly body worshipped by 
pagans. It is the Lord’s Day (dies dominica in Latin, domingo in Spanish, 
dimanche in French). It is a day wholly consecrated to the Lord—a day upon 
which we faithfully recall what God has done for us, in and through his 



Son. It is a day of special significance following the Sabbath, the ancient 
day of worship of the children of Abraham, the day when God rested from 
his creative labor; the seventh and last day of the week. For our spiritual 
ancestors in the early church it was the day of the Lord’s resurrection, a 
special day of worship and remembrance, the first day of the week. This 
worship is not just a "commemoration," a recalling of events that occurred 
in antiquity, it is much more than that; it is a re-presentation of those 
events, an "appropriation," a taking into ourselves of the events of the 
Christian year. Every Lord’s Day we go to God's holy dwelling, his holy 
temple, his sanctuary. We listen to His holy words, and we partake of His 
holy food. We are nourished spiritually by the bread and wine provided by 
His most gracious mercy. We see with the eye of faith the eternal banquet 
taking place in the heavenly realm, attended by that great cloud of 
witnesses: those faithful ones who have gone before us. 

The Christian year is marked by certain milestones that we can always 
count on; these are the holy days and their associated seasons: Advent, 
Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter, Ascension, Pentecost, and finally Trinity. 
The year is also sprinkled with saints’ days and observances of major 
events in the life of our Lord: the Annunciation, His Circumcision, His 
Presentation in the temple, His Baptism and Transfiguration. The Church 
invites us to identify ourselves intimately with these events. This is of 
crucial importance to make that life that Jesus lived so long ago our life, 
here and now. We seek by God's grace to become one with him, to walk in 
his steps, to suffer what he suffered, and to rejoice with him in his victory 
over death. (Yes, Lord! I am saved, and am being saved, by the blood of the 
Lamb, your blood! Alleluia!)  

The goal of our annual pilgrimage is to become more Christ-like, in union 
with Christ’s body, His church. The Christian year then is not a mindlessly 



robotic repetition of ancient history, but rather a deliberate attempt on our 
part to become one with Him whom we worship. We retrace his steps; we 
are baptized; we are tempted; we go to Jerusalem; we share that great final 
meal in which Christ was united with his disciples through the elements of 
bread and wine; we carry the cross; we are crucified; and we are 
resurrected. We ascend with him, we receive his Spirit, and so, living by his 
grace, we endeavor to walk in those good works he commands and to 
develop the virtues which adorn the members of his Kingdom. 

The Church's year is also a great prayer; it is a prayer "without ceasing," the 
prayer which St. Paul commends to all the saints (1 Thessalonians 5:17). It 
is a prayer composed of everything we think, say, and do which glorifies 
God. And the beauty of it is that when we slip and stumble and fall, which 
we are wont to do, when we are ill or absent, the Church is there, praying 
for us, and inviting us to share in its greatest gift and mystery: unity with 
Christ through the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

And so in the seemingly endless repetition of the Church year, by the 
continual re-enactment of those sacred events, in the constant retelling of 
the story of Christ's life and works, we cease to be prisoners of time and 
escape into God's eternity. We see how the end and the beginning are 
indeed one in Christ, who is the Alpha and the Omega (Revelation 1:8). 
Today we celebrate this last Sunday in Trinity with the understanding that 
we are also anticipating the First Sunday in Advent. As in a great scene 
spread out before us the panorama forms one coherent and beautiful 
image, in which we, in awestruck wonder, see how God is all things, from 
first to last. 

The Church's New Year and the world's New Year are quite properly 
celebrated on different days, because, in fact, they celebrate completely 
different truths. This New Year’s Eve, December 31st, we shall celebrate the 
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arrival of 2020—is that really a truth of any great consequence to celebrate? 
Does it really matter whether a decorated ball descends in NYC at the 
stroke of midnight on New Year’s Eve, or people in the Plaza Mayor in 
Madrid eat 12 grapes as the clock strikes midnight or folks in Germany run 
outside to set off fireworks? Harmless fun perhaps—but with no great 
underlying truth. Next Sunday, as we do in the same way every Sunday, 
we will celebrate our timeless union with God, a union that begins on the 
day of our baptism and which will last forever. And the historic event 
which brought this state of affairs about was the Incarnation, God’s taking 
up of human nature into the person of his Son so that He might redeem it 
and perfect it. Now that is something worth celebrating! 

As we prepare to begin this new Church year, let us examine what God’s 
word has to say to us today. In the Collect we prayed God to stir up the 
wills of His faithful people. We are speaking of those who are not just 
casual disciples of Christ, but faithful ones. The word disciple is derived 
from the Latin word for student (discipulus). It is also related to our English 
word discipline. What does it mean to be a good or successful student? 
Above all it requires discipline. To begin with, a good student attends 
classes faithfully. He, or she, chooses a place where he can see and hear the 
teacher, as well as observe what he is doing. This may be writing on a 
black, green or whiteboard, using an overhead projector or employing a 
computer screen projection where information is displayed, or it may be 
doing an experiment at a laboratory desk. 

Next, the student concentrates his full attention on what the teacher says 
and does. To make sure he understands the lesson correctly, he asks 
questions. He also takes notes to help him grasp the content of the lesson. 
After the class the student studies the lesson and his notes, and completes 
any assignment the teacher has given him. 



Next, the student prepares for and takes tests to help him to integrate his 
knowledge and to demonstrate what he has learned, both to himself and to 
the teacher. Finally, comes the practical application of what the student has 
learned to “real world” problems. This process involves much work on the 
part of the student. He must be what is popularly referred to as “self-
motivated” or self-disciplined, or simply a self-starter. As we used to say at 
my former school, he must have a good work ethic. 

In the Christian life we too are students, disciples, but we don’t have to 
accomplish all this work of learning entirely on our own. We have the help 
of the best teacher there is, the Holy Spirit, the great imparter of God’s 
wisdom, who is also our great motivator. So it is in today’s Collect that we 
ask God to stir up our wills so that we may ask Him the right questions: 
Lord, what is your will for my life? How can I love you with all my heart, 
and all my soul, and all my mind? How can I love my neighbor as myself? 
How can I love my enemies? How can I do unto the least of Thy children as 
I would they should do unto me?  

We are blessed to have the best teacher in all the world: not one who 
rewards us with good grades, nice compliments, gold stars or treats, but 
one who shares with us the Wisdom which was present at the Creation – 
the Logos - His Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

This is indeed that Prophet that should come into the world. 

 Jeremiah called Him the righteous Branch, the King who would execute 
judgment and justice on earth. You see, my brothers and sisters, this earthly 
life is our classroom. We live and learn in it every day of our lives here on 
earth. The LORD Our RIGHTEOUSNESS (YHWH şidqēnū) the prophet 
prophesied by Jeremiah has come. He is our teacher and we are his 
disciples. As the Lord delivered the children of Israel from slavery in the 



land of Egypt, His Messiah has delivered us, his people, from the bondage 
of sin and death. Instead of the fruitless works of darkness, He has called 
us to produce the fruit of good works. 

And, as Saint Paul puts it in his letter to the Philippians (Philippians 2:12):
…it is God who is working in (us) both to will and to do of his good 
pleasure. So we are not on our own by any means.

This is indeed that Prophet that should come into the world.

As we approach the beginning of the season of preparation for the first and 
second advent of our Savior, let us pray the Father to stir up our wills 
through the power of His indwelling Holy Spirit. Let us ask that He would 
make His good pleasure ever clearer to us; that He would so fill us with 
His wisdom and His love, that our lives would indeed bear much fruit for 
His kingdom. 

Amen.
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