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What Are You Looking For?

Text: Ecclesiastes 2:9–11 

 Over the years Teresa and I have from time to time realized that we would 
need to buy another car. I’m not the kind of person who enjoys pulling into 
a car lot and looking around for a certain car that just stands out to me. I 
usually have been thinking about it for a while and settled on a specific 
brand of car that I researched and found attractive. I’m inclined to do 
research with Consumer Reports and other types of papers or magazines that 
test products. I usually know what the price ranges are and how much I’m 
willing to pay. When I go to look at cars I go looking for the best deals on a 
specific car and then test drive them to see if I like the way it handles and 
feels.

In other words, I go knowing what I’m looking for. I think we’re all 
inclined to be like that to some degree. Knowing what you’re looking for 
helps you to not waste time looking at things that you know are not what 
you’re looking for. I think this actually applies to every area of life here on 
earth and certainly in matters of eternity. 

This morning we’ll be considering our Old Testament passage from 
Ecclesiastes 1 & 2. The goal is to see who God reveals himself to be through 
his Word. Since God through his Word has clearly revealed who he is and 
what he requires, so that if I decide to follow him, I must follow him in the 
way that he commands. If I don’t then I will not know him as He wants to 
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be known. So, part of that decision is deciding whether or not He is what 
I’m looking for and then whether or not I’m willing to go all in. 

When we rightly understand what God through Jesus Christ is offering us, 
then we’ll see that it’s an all or nothing proposition. Confusion in this one 
area seems to be the greatest confusion that people have in understanding 
what it is to be a Christian. In Matthew 6:24, Jesus had just pointed out that 
light and darkness can’t exist together: one will cast the other out. Then he 
sums it up by saying, “No one can serve two masters; for either he will 
hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the 
other. You cannot serve God and wealth.”

 Before we look at Ecclesiastes, I want us to briefly look at the background 
to the book of Ecclesiastes and of King Solomon, its author. For most of you 
this will be going over things you already know but I think it important for 
us to focus on the question, “What was Solomon looking for?” You can 
read the account of Solomon’s life and exploits in 1 Kings 1–11 and 2 
Chronicles 1–9. 

As most of you know Solomon was the son of King David and his mother 
was Bathsheba. When King David died, Solomon became the king of Israel 
at around age 30. Apparently, Solomon took over as king knowing full well 
that he wasn’t able to fulfill the role as king of God’s people Israel. So God 
comes to him in a dream. Let me read to you from 2 Chronicles 1:8–12, 

In that night God appeared to Solomon, and said to him, “Ask what I shall 
give you.” 8 And Solomon said to God, “You have shown great and 
steadfast love to David my father, and have made me king in his place. 9 O 
Lord God let your word to David my father be now fulfilled, for you have 
made me king over a people as numerous as the dust of the earth. 10 Give 
me now wisdom and knowledge to go out and come in before this people, 
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for who can govern this people of yours, which is so great?” 11 God 
answered Solomon, “Because this was in your heart, and you have not 
asked for possessions, wealth, honor, or the life of those who hate you, and 
have not even asked for long life, but have asked for wisdom and knowledge 
for yourself that you may govern my people over whom I have made you 
king, 12 wisdom and knowledge are granted to you. I will also give you 
riches, possessions, and honor, such as none of the kings had who were 
before you, and none after you shall have the like.”

 2 Chronicles 1:14–15 recounts how God began to fulfill all that he had 
promised Solomon in the dream, 

Solomon gathered together chariots and horsemen. He had 1,400 chariots 
and 12,000 horsemen, whom he stationed in the chariot cities and with the 
king in Jerusalem. 15 And the king made silver and gold as common in 
Jerusalem as stone, and he made cedar as plentiful as the sycamore of the 
Shephelah.

Solomon’s father, King David desired to build a temple for God to come 
and dwell in the midst of his people Israel, but God had not allowed David 
to build it because he had been such a violent man with much blood on his 
hands. Instead, God promised that his son Solomon would build it. 
Chapters 2–6 of 2 Chronicles describe all the details of the building of the 
temple for the Lord, and all the materials gathered from around the world: 
cedar, pine and algum logs from Lebanon, precious stone like marble, gold 
and silver, copper and brass from around the known world. I encourage 
you to go and read this story again and imagine the excitement and 
anticipation of the people of God who had only read about their forefathers 
worshipping God in a tent (tabernacle in the wilderness). 
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This was now their land of promise and their God was going to come and 
dwell in their midst within the Temple. Like always, I’m sure there were 
some who were skeptical and others who could hardly contain their 
excitement. Now all the stories that had been passed down through their 
ancestors of seeing the glory of God and experiencing his Holy presence 
would once again be a part of the life of Israel. 

Finally, after years of building it, the temple was completed, and all the 
crafted furnishings were placed within it and all the best musicians and 
singers had been prepared to worship the Lord to the best of their ability. 
This was as an invitation for the living God to come and dwell in their 
midst. I’ll bet they were thinking that it would be better now with a 
stationary temple. Surely God would much rather dwell in this beautiful 
temple rather than a tent. 

The Ark of the Covenant which contained the two tablets given to Moses at 
Mt. Sinai and had traveled with Israel in their desert wanderings, was now 
placed within the inner sanctuary of the temple, the Most Holy Place, and 
placed beneath the wings of the cherubim that were overlaid with pure 
gold. I cannot imagine the sense of anticipation that fell upon the people 
gathered there that day. 

However, it was what came next that would be like nothing else they had 
ever seen in its power and intensity.

Let me read to you the account from 2 Chronicles 5:11–14, 

And when the priests came out of the Holy Place (for all the priests who 
were present had consecrated themselves, without regard to their divisions, 
12 and all the Levitical singers, Asaph, Heman, and Jeduthun, their sons 
and kinsmen, arrayed in fine linen, with cymbals, harps, and lyres, stood 
east of the altar with 120 priests who were trumpeters; 13 and it was the 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Chronicles+5:11%E2%80%9314&version=ESV


duty of the trumpeters and singers to make themselves heard in unison in 
praise and thanksgiving to the Lord), and when the song was raised, with 
trumpets and cymbals and other musical instruments, in praise to the 
Lord, 

“For he is good,  
      for his steadfast love endures forever,”

the house, the house of the Lord, was filled with a cloud, 14 so that the 
priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud, for the glory of the 
Lord filled the house of God.”

This causes me to think of the MercyMe song, I can only imagine:

I can only imagine what it will be like
When I walk, by your side
I can only imagine what my eyes will see
When you face is before me
I can only imagine
I can only imagine

Surrounded by You glory
What will my heart feel
Will I dance for you Jesus
Or in awe of You be still
Will I stand in your presence
Or to my knees will I fall
Will I sing hallelujah
Will I be able to speak at all
I can only imagine
I can only imagine

I can hardly wait to stand in His presence and behold him in all of His 
glory. The only time I came close to knowing what it would be like was at a 



men’s retreat at a 4–H camp in Rocky Mount, Va. As we began the Saturday 
evening session with songs of praise, suddenly, the Holy Spirit fell upon 
each and every one of us there. He poured down like rain and all 74 men 
were on their knees or faces crying out to God. Some men who had been in 
bondage to pornography were overwhelmed by God’s presence and 
publicly confessed their sins, others were weeping in praise and joy and 
some laughed while others were simply overwhelmed and couldn’t move. 
I wept for a long time, and actually, it had been a long time since I had. 
That night the Lord set me free from the anger and bitterness that I had 
bottled up inside me since my mother’s suicide in 1981. I didn’t know what 
was blocking me from experiencing God like I wanted to. I left that 
campground free for the first time in many years. In can only imagine what 
it was like for the people of Israel on that day when the Lord came down in 
power and glory.

Chapter 6 records the prayer of praise, honor and glory that Solomon 
prayed aloud in the midst of the people of Israel and then the prayer of 
dedication of the temple that he prayed before the altar of the Lord. It’s a 
very long and beautiful prayer that I encourage you to go home and read 
meditatively. The first few lines are so beautiful…

O Lord, God of Israel, there is no God like you, in heaven or on earth, 
keeping covenant and showing steadfast love to your servants who walk 
before you with all their heart,… “But will God indeed dwell with man on 
the earth? Behold, heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain you, how 
much less this house that I have built! 19 Yet have regard to the prayer of 
your servant and to his plea, O Lord my God, listening to the cry and to 
the prayer that your servant prays before you, 20 that your eyes may be 
open day and night toward this house, the place where you have promised 
to set your name, that you may listen to the prayer that your servant offers 
toward this place. 21 And listen to the pleas of your servant and of your 
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people Israel, when they pray toward this place. And listen from heaven 
your dwelling place, and when you hear, forgive.

I’ve had people tell me, “If I could only experience God like that, then I 
would fully believe and be faithful.” As we read a story like this we may be 
inclined to think that, surely, Solomon would now faithfully walk before 
the Lord God in love and obedience all the days of his life. Is that what 
happened? I’m afraid not. Actually, before all the glorious and powerful 
events culminating in God coming and dwelling within the temple we read 
in 1 Kings 3:1, 

Solomon made a marriage alliance with Pharaoh king of Egypt. He took 
Pharaoh's daughter and brought her into the city of David until he had 
finished building his own house and the house of the Lord and the wall 
around Jerusalem.

 One of the first recorded acts of Solomon as king of Israel was in direct 
disobedience to God’s law given to Israel. Deuteronomy 7:3–4, 

You shall not intermarry with them, giving your daughters to their sons or 
taking their daughters for your sons, 4 for they would turn away your 
sons from following me, to serve other gods. Then the anger of the Lord 
would be kindled against you, and he would destroy you quickly.

It would seem reasonable to assume that because this happened before 
God came in power, that God would overlook this intentional sin. Perhaps, 
Solomon’s new bride would also bow down before the God of Israel, but 
that isn’t what happened. Listen to 1 Kings 11:1–6, 

Now King Solomon loved many foreign women, along with the daughter of 
Pharaoh: Moabite, Ammonite, Edomite, Sidonian, and Hittite women, 
2 from the nations concerning which the Lord had said to the people of 
Israel, “You shall not enter into marriage with them, neither shall they 



with you, for surely they will turn away your heart after their gods.” 
Solomon clung to these in love. 3 He had 700 wives, who were princesses, 
and 300 concubines. And his wives turned away his heart. 4 For when 
Solomon was old his wives turned away his heart after other gods, and his 
heart was not wholly true to the Lord his God, as was the heart of David 
his father. 5 For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the 
Sidonians, and after Milcom the abomination of the Ammonites. 6 So 
Solomon did what was evil in the sight of the Lord and did not wholly 
follow the Lord, as David his father had done.

Throughout the ancient Middle East Solomon was known for his great 
wisdom and considerable wealth. When the Queen of Sheba (what is now 
known as Ethiopia) came to visit him to see for herself the great wisdom 
that Solomon was known for, he showed all his wealth and success. In 1 
Kings 10:9 she gave praise to the God of Israel for all that Solomon had 
accumulated, 

“Blessed be the Lord your God, who has delighted in you and set you on 
the throne of Israel! Because the Lord loved Israel forever, he has made you 
king, that you may execute justice and righteousness.” 

Everyone from around the world could see the extraordinary blessings that 
God had bestowed upon Solomon. So, what happened that brought him 
from this place of extravagant blessings to the place where life had no real 
meaning and was merely “vanity and striving after wind?”

God had promised Solomon wisdom and knowledge that was far beyond 
those who had come before him and those who would come after him. 
Then he added to him the promise of wealth and success if he would 
follow after the heart of God. His conclusion? Ecclesiastes 1:17–18, 



And I applied my heart to know wisdom and to know madness and folly. I 
perceived that this also is but a striving after wind. 18 For in much 
wisdom is much vexation, and he who increases knowledge increases 
sorrow.

So, he turned to pleasure and accomplishments and determined that he 
would not deny himself anything that his heart desired. He drinks as much 
wine as he wanted to “cheer my body.” He made great works for himself 
and built houses and planted vineyards for himself. He increased the 
number of slaves to do his bidding and had them breed so that he would 
have even more. In 2:9–11 he said, 

“I also gathered for myself silver and gold and the treasure of kings and 
provinces. I got singers, both men and women, and many concubines, the 
delight of the sons of man. So, I became great and surpassed all who were 
before me in Jerusalem. Also, my wisdom remained with me. 10 And 
whatever my eyes desired I did not keep from them. I kept my heart from 
no pleasure, for my heart found pleasure in all my toil, and this was my 
reward for all my toil. 11 Then I considered all that my hands had done 
and the toil I had expended in doing it, and behold, all was vanity and a 
striving after wind, and there was nothing to be gained under the sun.”

At the blessing of the Temple of God in Jerusalem Solomon and all of Israel 
should have learned an important truth, that worship opens up a pathway 
for God’s presence and power. Praising God is an invitation for him to 
show up in the middle of whatever your circumstances are. When we 
worship and bow down to him then whatever the situation is, it must bow 
down as well. When Solomon had first become king of Israel he had known 
that he was unable to be the type of king that Israel needed. By bowing 
down in the presence of the true King, he was acknowledging God’s power 
in the midst of his weakness and impotence.



God had promised that he would give Solomon wisdom like no other king 
before or after him. This promise was conditional, on Solomon remaining 
faithful to God. 1 Kings 9:4–5, 

“And as for you, if you will walk before me, as David your father walked, 
with integrity of heart and uprightness, doing according to all that I have 
commanded you, and keeping my statutes and my rules, 5 then I will 
establish your royal throne over Israel forever, as I promised David your 
father, saying, ‘You shall not lack a man on the throne of Israel.”

God was willing to establish the reign of Solomon as one of the greatest of 
all the kings of Israel, but it was contingent on Solomon walking in 
faithfulness. He was to use the wisdom and wealth given him, to establish 
in the hearts and minds of all people and nations that the God of Israel was 
the only true God of Heaven and Earth. There were nations living in 
poverty and even within Israel there were those who struggled for many 
reasons. Solomon should have shown God’s heart for the poor and needy 
by providing for those who were hungry and without hope. Instead, 
Solomon chose to live for his own glory instead of Gods. The result was 
that life had no joy or meaning but was a “striving after wind” and 
pointless. Nothing he accomplished brought him the satisfaction that he 
longed for. What he was looking for was not what God intended to bless. 

In our gospel reading this morning from Luke 12:13–21, the one that Jesus 
called the “rich fool,” was not condemned for being rich but for living for 
his own comfort and ease. When he saw that he had more than he needed, 
he should have shared with those who did not have plenty, but instead he 
congratulated himself for his success and chose to “eat, drink and be 
merry”.
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The question, “what are you looking for?” must be considered by everyone. 
Am I looking to glorify God in all that I do or am I looking to satisfy 
myself? Do you want to live in the presence of the Lord? Then live for His 
honor and glory. 

Let’s pray.
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