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Because You Are Mine

Text:  Genesis 18:20–33 

Not long after I entered into full-time ministry, I was asked to meet with a 
young man who was charged with a very serious crime. He had confessed 
his guilt to me as I met with him over a period of three months. Before his 
case came to trial in New Castle, at the Craig County Courthouse, his 
attorney (one of my parishioners) subpoenaed me to testify on the young 
man’s behalf. As it ended up I was being called to the sentencing hearing 
because he had already been found guilty on all counts. 

When his attorney called me to testify, I was asked a lot of questions about 
my relationship with his client and my opinion of him. He asked whether 
or not I felt he was likely to repeat his offenses once he returned to society. 
My response was that he had expressed real remorse for his crimes and had 
asked Jesus to be the Lord of his life. The prosecutor was asking for three 
life sentences which, although extreme, was based on the psychiatric 
evaluation of a local psychiatrist. The doctor felt he had a 78% chance of 
repeating the offense when let out of prison. 

We broke for lunch and I wasn’t feeling very positive about the young 
man’s chances of a light sentence. When we came back in the afternoon the 
judge had deliberated and made his decision. He acknowledged the desire 
of the Commonwealth Attorney to put the man away forever, basically 
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until he died. Then he did the last thing I thought he would do and said 
this, 

“…the crimes committed are very serious and must be punished, 
but the good reverend reminds us that nobody is beyond the reach 
of the Almighty. So, based on the testimony of Rev. Moffitt I 
sentence the defendant to 50 years, but I will set aside all but 16 
years in the State prison. This way the defendant can get out with 
enough years left to be a responsible citizen. However, if he re-
offends, he will return and serve the remaining 34 years.”

 I sat there in shock. Because of my testimony? I couldn’t believe it, and 
wanted to be able to stand up and shout, “Your Honor, this time last year, I 
was a truck driver?” The judge took my testimony as credible because I 
was an older man wearing the collar of a priest, which gave me credibility 
in his eyes. No one asked me about my training or experience, but they 
assumed that I was an authority in my field. They showed me respect 
because of who they assumed me to be.

Let me give you another slightly different example. There was a young 
woman who started coming to our church even though she wasn’t sure 
what to believe about God, but she had been reading the Bible and 
different liturgies that she found comforting. We spent time with her going 
through God’s word and she gave her life to Christ and was baptized. Her 
story was very sad. She had just lost her mother to cancer and lived with 
her younger brother, who was intellectually challenged and her father who 
was an alcoholic, recently released from a local jail. The young woman had 
just finished a degree in biochemistry and found a job at a local hospital 
lab. One day she contacted the senior pastor because she and her family 
were being kicked out of a house they were renting and had nowhere to go. 
So, our pastor called me asking if I knew any place they could go. The 



young lady had no money to put down for a deposit and very little 
furniture that was theirs. I called a friend who owns a lot of rental property 
and he did have a townhouse that had recently been renovated. What he 
wanted her to put down for deposit was beyond her reach and he also 
found out that she had terrible credit. I knew that part of that was due to 
her father, but mostly because no one had taught her how to live within a 
budget. I told my friend that Teresa and I would pay her deposit, but he 
was still hesitant. Finally, he told me, “Well, if you believe that she can be 
dependable, I’ll take a chance.” We moved her in that day. My friend 
decided to allow her to move in based on the strength of my relationship 
with him. He knew me fairly well and considered my word as enough.

We have seen two examples: one where I was trusted because I appeared to 
be trustworthy by those who didn’t actually know me and the second 
because I was known by my friend to be trustworthy.

Today we’ll see how God allows us to have influence over him based on 
our relationship with him. That, in turn, will change us to the place where 
others can see the results of our transformation by how we live and love in 
Jesus name. 

Last week we at looked at Genesis 18:1–15, the story of the Angel of the 
Lord and two other angels coming to visit Abraham on their way to deal 
with the sin of Sodom and Gomorrah. Abraham recognized who was at his 
gate and bowed down in honor to the God who had built a relationship 
with him and made unbelievable promises to him. God promised Abraham 
that from his seed he would become the Father of many nations and kings, 
and all the nations of the earth would be blessed through him. All this 
would happen from a child born to Sarah, his wife, even though Abraham 
was almost 100 years old and Sarah nearly 90. The angel of the Lord had 
come to confirm that when he returned the following year the child would 
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have been born and God’s promise a reality. We saw that the fulfillment of 
this promise blessed both Abraham, who would now have a legitimate heir, 
and Sarah would have the shame of barrenness removed. We saw that the 
power of their relationship with God came about because Abraham 
believed God to be who he claimed. Because of this God counted his faith 
as righteousness and blessed him and his heirs. 

All of these miraculous things happened because God introduced himself 
to Abraham and the two began a mutually beneficial relationship that grew 
into a powerful story. Having a relationship with God through Jesus Christ 
always produces transformation and if allowed to grow according to God’s 
plan, will include the miraculous.

Today in Genesis 18:20–33, we continue with the story of the Lord and two 
angels preparing to go to Sodom and Gomorrah to bring judgment on their 
wickedness. Let’s read again Genesis 18:20–22, “

Then the Lord said, “Because the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is 
great and their sin is very grave, 21 I will go down to see whether they 
have done altogether according to the outcry that has come to me. And if 
not, I will know.

In the passage from last week Abraham ran to greet the three angels but 
addressed one of them as Adonai, meaning “Lord”. This particular word 
means that Abraham knows that the Lord, standing before him has 
authority over him. However, there are other passages in the Old 
Testament where people bowed before King David calling him “Adonai” or 
Lord because he had authority over them. In this week’s passage, Moses is 
pointing out to Israel, and future readers that the one leaving to go to 
Sodom and Gomorrah not only has authority over Abraham but over all 
creation. 
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We didn’t read verses 16–19, but basically, the angels are leaving to go to 
Sodom and Gomorrah and Abraham follows them for a while. This was 
customary in the hospitality of the times. When your guest left your home, 
the proper way of seeing them off was to follow along with them for a 
while, then turn around and return home. This is what Abraham is doing 
but the Lord decides to tell his servant what he is about to do to the 
excessively wicked cities. In verse 19, Moses records the Lord’s reasoning 
for sharing with Abraham what he is about to do. 

For I have chosen him, that he may command his children and his 
household after him to keep the way of the Lord by doing righteousness and 
justice, so that the Lord may bring to Abraham what he has promised him.

Abraham claimed his blessing and entered into a covenant with God who 
made wonderful and marvelous promises to him. Those promises claimed 
by Abraham in faith were also to be claimed by his descendants through 
their covenant faithfulness. Fidelity was to be shown in order for the 
purpose and promises of God to be realized. The Lord would share with 
Abraham what he was about to do, so Abraham would be able to pass on 
to his descendants the stories of God’s love and faithfulness, as well as his 
terrible wrath.

Verse 20 begins, “Then the Lord said” the word used here for Lord is not 
Adonai, but “Yahweh”—“the eternally Existing one,” the proper name for 
God. That’s who was standing before Abraham but the best way of 
explaining who was standing before him would be “Yeshua Adonai”. In 
reality, Jesus the Lord, the second person of the Trinity is standing before 
his friend Abraham, informing him that the Lord God is going to Sodom 
and Gomorrah to deal with the outcry that has come to the throne of God. 
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An important point here is that this was not the first encounter that 
Abraham has had with Yahweh. He was first approached by the living 
Lord of all creation twenty-five years earlier, so they had a history and a 
relationship together. Abram had encountered his Lord, Creator and King 
and had reacted in obedience and faithfulness. It’s the strength and 
intimacy between the creator God and Abraham his servant that Abraham 
is trading in verses 23–33. We’re not going to read all of them again, but 
let’s consider two of them. First let’s look at verse 23, 

Then Abraham drew near and said, ‘Will you indeed sweep away the 
righteous with the wicked?’

Abraham doesn’t act surprised at what he was being told. He didn’t say, 
“Why, what’s going on in Sodom and Gomorrah?” He likely knew the 
depth of their depravity, but he also knew that his nephew Lot and his 
family were living there.

On Wednesday mornings we meet here at the church from 10:00–12:00 
noon to have intercessory prayer for those who have needs. When you fill 
out a prayer request, we pray over them. Intercessory prayer is an 
intentional act of drawing near to God, as we seek to pray after his own 
heart. We are interceding with God on behalf of those we are praying for. 
We do this because we know that God’s word teaches us that we are 
welcome at the throne of grace because we have a relationship with the one 
to whom we pray. That’s what Abraham is doing by drawing near to his 
Lord on behalf of Sodom and Gomorrah. 

Of course, the answer to Abraham’s question was certainly, “No, God 
wouldn’t sweep away the righteous with the wicked,” but Moses is writing 
this story to encourage Israel to understand this truth about God, as they 
anticipated the conquest of the Promised Land. God would reward those 
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who are righteous and seek to know him but will punish those who turn 
away from him. God was providing this story to teach Israel that there 
would be times when they were to mediate for the righteous that they 
found in Canaan, because their God was a God of justice and mercy 
towards those who turn to him.

In verse 25, Abraham prays with boldness reminding God of his just 
character and nature. 

“Far be it from you to do such a thing, to put the righteous to death with 
the wicked, so that the righteous fare with the wicked! Far be that from 
you! Shall not the judge of the earth do what is just?” 

Intercessory prayer is effective because it prays knowing who God is, and 
how God works in a particular situation. Effective prayer doesn’t see itself 
as a passive spectator in what God does but acts as if it must “remind” God 
in prayer. In intercessory prayer, we interact with God on an intimate level 
and we remind our inner spirit of God’s truths and why we should trust 
him. God delights when we pray according to what we know of his 
character and the trustworthiness of his promises.

We might find it remarkable Abraham even cared about the people of 
Sodom and Gomorrah. He might have just prayed “Lord, get my nephew 
Lot out of there first,” but he didn’t. Abraham’s heart was full of sorrow 
and compassion, even for the wicked of Sodom and Gomorrah. As he 
negotiates with God he shows humility and acknowledges in verse 27, 
“Behold, I have undertaken to speak to the Lord, I who am but dust and 
ashes.” And then again in verse 32, “O let not the Lord be angry, and I will 
speak again but this once.” As Abraham negotiates with God for the lives 
of the righteous he does so with humility, knowing exactly who he is 
speaking with. He starts by saying, 



“Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city. Will you sweep away the 
place and not spare it for the fifty righteous who are in it?”... And the Lord 
(Yahweh) said, “If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will spare 
the whole place for their sake.”

 As we read earlier, Abraham continues in his negotiation, “What about 45, 
40, then 30, then 20 and 10. Now I suspect that he feels that he is pushing it 
a little far, but he had no need to worry. Each time the Lord said even for 45 
all the way down to 10, he would spare the city. The Lord was showing 
Abraham consideration and patience because Abraham was his friend. 

I think there was another reason too. Moses would write this story so that 
Israel would be encouraged to seek the kind of relationship that Father 
Abraham had with God. By choosing Israel as a people for his own 
possession, God was inviting them into the same intimate relationship that 
he shared with Abraham. Stories like we find in Genesis 18 should 
encourage us to reach out to God asking him for a deeper and more 
intimate relationship. 

In our gospel reading this morning from Luke 11:1–13, we read of Jesus 
teaching this same lesson to his disciples. We don’t have time to look at the 
entire prayer but only the address to the Father. 

Let’s read again Luke 11:1–2, 

Now Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he finished, one of his 
disciples said to him, ‘Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.’ 
2 And he said to them, ‘When you pray, say: ‘Father, hallowed be your 
name. Your kingdom come.’

It was not unusual for a rabbi or teacher to give examples to his student on 
how they should pray. As Jesus’ disciples watched him pray they were 
likely reminded that John the Baptist had taught his disciples to pray. There 
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was something about watching Jesus pray that made them want to learn 
how to pray as he prayed. There was something magnetic about the prayer 
life of Jesus, and the way He prayed showed something of His relationship 
with God the Father. The surprise for them would come when Jesus taught 
them to address the Heavenly Father in the same way that he did. Jesus 
was teaching his disciples that the intimacy that he had with the Father 
would be available to them as they were now a part of the family and had 
ready access to the Father. By being Jewish this concept was totally foreign 
to them and addressing Yahweh with such familiarity was unheard of. As a 
matter of fact, the Jews would not even pronounce Yahweh because the 
name of God was too Holy to repeat. They removed the vowels from 
writing the name so that it was written, “YHWH”. They called the proper 
name for God “the Tetragrammaton” and started using the Latin version in 
speaking the name of God, “Jehovah”.

Jesus wanted to free them up by helping them experience the Father’s heart 
for his children. The address of God as Father was important since it 
focuses on this type of relationship with God their Father. The expression 
goes back to the Aramaic abba, which combines respect for the father's 
authority with a sense of intimacy. If there was any doubt about this being 
too familiar, the next line would clear this up.

“Father, hallowed be your name.” Intimacy does not do away with respect. 
So, the prayer's first statement is “Hallowed be your name”. The disciple 
approaches God as Father with the recognition that God is holy—that is, 
"set apart" and unique. There is none like him, and no one has the authority 
he possesses. This note of submission is the prayer's heartbeat. That takes 
us back to our story in Genesis. Abraham experienced love and fellowship 
with God but this didn’t cause him to have less respect, it caused him to be 



very grateful, to love God deeply but obey his commands even when they 
didn’t make sense or seemed unjust. 

Jesus was inviting the disciples into an identical relationship with God as 
Abraham. Nothing held back—complete surrender that was based on love 
and trust. In both cases what was asked was clear and the decision was 
simply to do what God commanded or choose not to. 

In this regard nothing has changed. Those who have decided to follow 
Christ need to remember that our greatest desire should be to have a 
deeper, more intimate relationship with God. The Scriptures are clear that 
this is God’s desire for us, that we might know him better and experience a 
deeper walk. He is prepared and willing to put all the resources of the 
Kingdom of Heaven at our disposal if we will invite him to change us and 
use us for his glory. There is not one of us who has experienced all that God 
has for us. The choice that must be confronted is whether or not we want 
more of him or would prefer to stay the same. Either way, the decision is 
intentional. “Lord, I want more and more of you” or “Lord, I don’t want 
more of you. What I have is enough.” Do you want to see and experience 
the miraculous? Do you want to be a close and intimate friend of God? 
What about you? What do you want from God? If you don’t want more ask 
God to show you why. 

Let’s pray
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