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What Do Fear and Love Have in Common?

Text:  Luke 14:16–24 

The period of time in the church year following Trinity Sunday is 
traditionally called “Trinity Season”. In the new ACNA (Anglican Church 
in North America) Book of Common Prayer (BCP 2019) it may be also 
called the Season after Pentecost; take your pick. This is a long season 
which gives us ample opportunity for growing in our relationship with the 
Lord, for experiencing the reality and the presence of God. 

That sounds like a great way to end late spring and begin our summer, just 
relaxing and basking in the light of God’s favor towards us. However, there 
are, along the way, certain enemies which would like us to pay attention to 
things and ideas which are not of God, and indeed can subtly draw us 
away from our focus on Him. These are described in the Bible more 
specifically as the lust of the flesh (enjoyments which are either sinful or 
excessive), the lust of the eyes (the desire of seeing unlawful sights), and 
the pride of life (ostentatious pride in the possession of worldly resources, 
Cambridge Commentary, 1 John 2:16). 

These are the same temptations which Satan used against our Lord in the 
wilderness. The invitation to turn the stones into bread was aimed directly 
at the normal and necessary craving for food to nourish the body. The 
temptation to be the earthly ruler of all the kingdoms of the world was 
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aimed at the desire for power and authority over others and as a challenge 
to the sovereignty of God. The last temptation, to throw himself from the 
top of the temple to be rescued by angels, appealed to the desire for 
adulation by the multitude, to exult in the pleasure of having all eyes fixed 
on our Lord in awe and wonder at such a great feat of daring. Much like 
the crowds in Times Square recently, watching two of the Wallenda family 
(Nik and Lijana) on a twenty-five story high tire wire above them, 
watching their feat in awe and wonder. Jesus was able to resist these 
temptations by focusing on his relationship with the Father. His spiritual 
bread was to do the work the Father had given him to do. His worship was 
reserved for the Father alone. In the last temptation, Satan tested Jesus’ 
trust in the truth of God’s promises. 

In today’s collect we call on God as the Lord who helps and governs those 
he forms, or trains, in his steadfast fear and love.

O Lord, you never fail to support and govern those whom you 
bring up in your steadfast fear and love: Keep us, we pray, under 
your continual protection and providence, and give us a perpetual 
fear and love of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

In other words, we are declaring our faith and confidence in what we can 
expect from him: that is help, guidance or instruction, and training or 
education. The subject matter, what he teaches us, is both to fear and to 
love Him, and to do so with constant devotion. This is a duty we dare not 
fail in. Both these words, fear and love, need a little explanation, since, in 
our post-modern, media-saturated world, they may present us with a 
confusing and perhaps seemingly antithetical pair of emotions. 

How can you both fear and love someone? 



First, fear of the Lord is something positive. Let me say that again a bit 
differently: Godly fear is a good thing. We are not talking about how we 
feel when someone startles us, or if we are suddenly confronted with a 
threatening situation. Holy, or godly, fear is a virtue given us by God, 
which enables us to reverence his authority, to obey his commandments, 
and to hate and shun all forms of evil. It is also the fear of the consequences 
if we do not do these things. According to the Scriptures, this Godly fear is 
the beginning of wisdom (Psalm 111:10, Hebrew yir-aw, fear or reverence); 
it is the secret of uprightness (Proverbs 8:13); it is a characteristic of the 
people in whom God delights (Ps. 147:11), and it is the whole duty of man 
(Ecclessiastes 12:13). It is also one of the divine qualifications of the 
Messiah enumerated by the prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 11:2–3). Finally, it is 
man’s reaction when contemplating the limitlessness of God’s wisdom. It is 
like gazing into a great abyss like the sea or a deep chasm such as the 
Grand Canyon. (Psalm 139:14 LXX; Chrysostom, AACS OT Vol VIII, p. 
385). Or like the night sky with its endless sea of stars viewed well away 
from city lights. These references to fear all occur in the Old Testament. 

In the New Testament there are also many references to the fear of God: for 
example, the term “walking in the fear of the Lord” (Acts 9:31 Greek 
phobos) was used to describe the life of the early Christians. Gentiles in the 
process of becoming Jews were called “God-fearers”. In the writings of St. 
Paul to the Corinthian church, the unchangeable awesomeness of God, and 
the day of judgment to be faced by all play a prominent role (2 Corinthians 
5:10ff terror [of judgment] KJV). Paul uses Godly fear to stimulate believers 
to seek holiness (2 Corinthians 7:1) and to encourage mutual submission 
among Christians (Ephesians 5:21). 

In the liturgy for Confirmation (1662–1928), the bishop used to pray over 
the confirmands: 



Almighty and everliving God, who hast vouchsafed to regenerate 
these thy servants by Water and the Holy Ghost, and hast given 
them forgiveness of all their sins; Strengthen them, we beseech thee, 
O Lord, with the Holy Ghost, the Comforter, and daily increase in 
them thy manifold gifts of grace: the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and ghostly strength, the spirit 
of knowledge and true godliness; and fill them, O Lord, with the 
spirit of thy holy fear, now and forever. Amen.

You can hear the echoes of Isaiah here.

Turning now from fear to love, let’s look at it from both the divine and 
human perspectives. God’s love for us is summarized by John 3:16, “For 
God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten son that whosoever 
believes in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” Jesus 
demonstrated the self-giving nature of the Father’s love by his 
compassionate acts of healing, his teaching about God’s acceptance of 
sinners, by his friendship for tax collectors and outcasts, and, of course, his 
voluntary submission to an undeserved and unjust death. 

From our human point of view, love of God is a duty: we are commanded 
to love him with our whole heart, soul, and mind. Jesus added an 
additional dimension: love toward our fellow man is to be the ideal human 
relationship and go hand in hand with our love of God. This includes our 
fellow Christians, our neighbors, and even our enemies. Jesus tells us to 
love them as ourselves. He’s talking about actions, not feelings, nor empty 
words.

To return to the collect, if we fear and love God, he will help and guide us 
to fear and love him. A kind of spiritual synergy takes place. This is how 
faith and grace work together. God acts first to give us grace, and, as we 



respond in faith, (or “stir up the gift” as Paul tells Timothy), he gives us 
more of himself. The next part of the collect is the petition or request. 
Petitions are things we ask God to give us or to do for us. This includes 
intercessions: things we ask on others’ behalf. In today’s collect the first 
thing we ask for is for God to keep us under the protection of his good 
providence. We want him to protect us from anything that would distract 
us from our primary business of resting in the fear and love of his holy 
Name. His Name means who he is, his total being. Our security is 
grounded in our being in communion with him. Finally, we ask these 
things through his Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, who has told us that 
anything we ask of the Father in his name, he will grant to us. 

The subject of today’s epistle reading (1 John 3:13–24), not surprisingly, is 
love. God’s love for us has been demonstrated by his only-begotten Son’s 
sacrificial death on the cross for our redemption. He died to save us! The 
apostle John tells us that our response should be to do the same for our 
fellow Christians. This love is the antidote that we need to counter the 
world’s hatred. However, we must choose to employ it. Failure to do so 
will lead to spiritual death. If we are not quite ready to die for our 
neighbor, we should at least be willing to help him out materially if he is in 
need. Love requires deeds, not mere words. Truth instead of lies. True 
words are those backed by supporting actions. Mendacious words are 
those not backed by supporting actions. 

What therefore should we do? We should have the confidence before God 
to want to please him. Further, we should be afraid to do anything to 
displease or dishonor him. (op. cit., Clement of Rome, p. 385) The best way 
to do that is to believe in the name of his son. The apostle Paul tells us that 
what distinguishes a Christian is that he confesses with his mouth that 
Jesus is Lord and believes in his heart that God raised him from the dead.



What is understood by the name of his son? It is who Jesus is and where he 
is: He is our Lord and Savior. He is seated at the right hand of God in glory. 
The other side of that command is to love one another. If we do what he 
commands, the result is union with God in Christ by means of his Spirit 
which lives in us. In view of this reality, we should live up to the new birth 
which we have received by purifying ourselves of evil and by avoiding 
falling into sin by all means at our disposal. The greatest of these means is 
praying for and accepting God’s grace. It is what enables us to know and 
love him as children know and love their earthly father. 

In today’s gospel reading (Luke 14:16–24), Jesus shows us the greatness of 
God’s love for us by means of a parable. The story concerns a man who 
gave a supper for his friends. It was the custom in those days to issue a 
second invitation when the appointed time had come; kind of like having 
your computer or smartphone calendar pop-up a reminder for you. All 
three men rejected this second invitation, in essence saying that they had 
more important things to do. They may well have had these plans in mind 
when they accepted the first invitation; if so, this would compound the 
discourtesy of the refusal.

These excuses are reminiscent of this morning’s Old Testament lesson 
(Deuteronomy 20:1–9), what one of my seminary professors calls the 
“world’s worst military recruiting campaign”. In Deuteronomy 20, the 
rules of warfare laid down by the Lord allowed for four types of 
exemptions. The first was the new house exemption: any man who had a 
new house to dedicate was exempt from fighting. The second was the new 
vineyard exemption: if a man had a new vineyard of which he had not yet 
tasted the grapes, he was exempt from duty. The third exemption was for 
men who were engaged to be married, but whose wedding day had not yet 
arrived. They were permitted to get married instead of serving in Israel’s 



army. The last exemption was for the fearful and fainthearted. They were 
exempt from service, no questions asked. That’s good! They would have 
only demoralized or jeopardized their comrades. Anyone who was not 
prepared to dedicate himself totally to the task at hand, fighting in the 
Lord’s army, was not prepared, and therefore not accepted for service.

In Jesus’ parable, serving in God’s kingdom is compared to participating in 
a great feast as opposed to serving in the military. It sounds better already, 
doesn’t it? I don’t think we’re talking about mess hall food here either. It 
will be more like the Ritz. All are invited to the feast, but none are 
compelled to come; so there’s no draft here. It’s strictly an all-volunteer 
force. The heavenly feast is for those who love God and their neighbor and 
is held in honor of his son, Jesus Christ. In fact, the slave who is sent to 
announce the supper to the guests is Christ himself, who, although he was 
God, took the form of a servant. Yet he is still Lord and Christ.

What is the nature of the invitation? God has prepared gifts for all men, all 
over the earth, from whatever culture: these include the forgiveness of sins, 
reconciliation with God, communion with Him by means of his Holy Spirit, 
adoption by him as his sons and daughters, and finally eternal life, in his 
presence, in the kingdom of heaven.

The guests who declined the invitation rejected these gifts in favor of 
earthly things. They were unable to discern the spiritual things offered. 
They surrendered to love of the flesh. They were far from holiness. They 
sought earthly wealth and neglected the true riches, which could be theirs 
in the heavenly kingdom. They chose the perishable over the imperishable. 
Just as true soldiers will not shy away from war, those who are saved will 
not want to miss the feast. 



God shows his love for us by providing everything needed for salvation—
that which we are unable to attain on our own. All he asks is that we fear 
and love him as he has loved us by allowing his Son to suffer for us; that 
we extend that same love to those around us, and that we be willing to 
suffer the disapproval, the scorn and opprobrium of those who reject or 
oppose God’s will. Let us ask our heavenly Father this morning, before His 
throne of grace, to increase in us that steadfast fear and love that unites us 
to him and to one another.

My brothers and sisters, let us use the time we have in this life to become 
holier by drawing closer to God, by practicing the presence of God, by 
experiencing his truth, his goodness, his trustworthiness, and most of all 
his beauty. Let us begin each day by saying to him that we dedicate 
ourselves, our souls, and bodies to his service, to his glory, and to his 
honor; all our thoughts, all our words, and all our deeds. All that we are or 
ever hope to be.
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