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Love One Another 
Because I Am the Lord Your God

Text:  John 13:31–35 

This past week most of us have probably been following very closely the 
story of Kay Ivey, the governor of Alabama signing into law the most 
restrictive ban on abortions of any other state. Over the past year many 
other states have passed bills limiting to some degree when a woman can 
get an abortion and the momentum seems to be building towards the pro-
life movement. While the Pro-life movement is celebrating these victories, 
they know that there is a long road ahead of them as the victories will be 
challenged in court. We need to pray fervently that God will go before 
them and move in the hearts and minds of the justice system, as well as 
those who blindly support abortion.

Meanwhile, many in Congress believe that abortion is a good and sacred 
right of women and must not be denied them. Their slogans suggest that 
the issue is about women’s reproductive rights, but the truth is it’s about 
the brutal and cruel process of cutting up and removing the bodies of 
unborn babies from what should be the safest place, their mother’s womb. 
This process is usually for no other reason than convenience, they don’t 
want the inconvenience of having to care for a child. 

I read the other day where Congresswomen Elizabeth Warren, Nancy 
Pelosi, Maxine Waters and Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez are promising a fight
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—even calling for a civil war that goes to the streets. They are advocating 
violence in order to protect a woman’s right to murder her unborn child. 
It’s godless insanity. Ocasio-Cortez tweeted on Thursday that abortion bans 
“aren’t just about controlling women’s bodies. They’re about controlling 
women’s sexuality. Owning women,” she wrote. “From limiting birth 
control to banning comprehensive sex ed, US religious fundamentalists are 
working hard to outlaw sex that falls outside their theology.” 

When I read these statements, I feel the rage welling up inside of me and I 
had to stop and take the time to ask God to change my heart towards them. 
They are blind to the truth and actually believe the lies that they are 
perpetuating. Jesus said in John 8:31–32, “If you abide in my word, you are 
truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set 
you free.”  

Those who are fighting with such vehemence for the right to murder the 
unborn believe that they are right because they are blinded by the enemy. 
This is a perfect example of how unrestrained sin can bring individuals and 
societies to levels of depravity and wickedness never thought possible 
before and if not stopped it will continue to go deeper. Only the truth of the 
Gospel can set us free. 

Let me give you a wonderful example of the power of truth: I read an 
article from Life news.com entitled, Woman Laughs Ahead of Her 9th Abortion 
and Then Sees Her Aborted Baby. The story was about a woman that even the 
abortion facility called a “frequent flyer”. She had come in for her ninth 
abortion because she and her boyfriend were using abortion as their birth 
control method. She had no remorse and even joked with the staff that they 
should Xerox the forms that she was required to fill out and she would 
merely fill in the dates to save time. She had been told that abortion is 
only removing a ball of cells, a piece of tissue, or an undeveloped mass.

https://www.lifenews.com/


But after her ninth abortion, she was curious and wanted to see the “tissue” 
for herself. She asked the abortion worker to show her the remains of the 
abortion, and the abortion worker complied. At 13 weeks, her baby was 
fully formed. The abortion worker decided to put the parts together as best 
she could and brought it to the young woman. I’m going to read to you 
what happened, 

When she reached out to touch the baby, I tried to pull the dish 
away. She grabbed my wrist and stopped me. We were both silent 
for a few moments as she continued to stare at the contents of the 
dish. I stepped back and Angie fell forward to her knees, her fingers 
still wrapped around my wrist. The other girls in the recovery room 
began to take notice, and my discomfort level rose exponentially.

Realizing her mistake, the abortion worker tried repeatedly to take 
the dish containing the bloody body parts away. But Angie held 
tight to the remains of her child, and wouldn’t let the abortion 
worker pry it from her hands. The abortion worker said:

[Angie] remained frozen on the clinic floor. “That’s a baby,” she 
said, barely audible at first. “That was my baby,” she said. Her 
volume steadily increased as a torrent of words poured from her 
mouth, words that made everyone extremely uncomfortable. “What 
did I do? What did I do?” she said over and over and began to sob. 
Some of the girls in the recovery room began to weep along with 
her. Some covered their faces with their arms or buried their heads 
in the arms of the recliners.” 

The young woman had believed a lie but when the truth was revealed, she 
was hysterical and inconsolable. They called the emergency number that 
the young woman had provided, and the boyfriend came over to get her. 



He arrived at the clinic. It took him 45 minutes to coax Angie out of the 
bathroom. They both left the abortion facility in tears. The woman who 
wrote the story said they never saw Angie again and the woman herself 
could no longer stand it a quit her job.

You might be asking yourself what this has to do with our verses this 
morning. It has everything to do with them. 

Our Old Testament passage from Leviticus 19 begins with this command, 
“And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, ‘Speak to all the congregation of the 
people of Israel and say to them, You shall be holy, for I the Lord your God 
am holy.”

The Hebrew word for Holy is “qadowsh” and it is an adjective describing 
someone who is set apart, free from defilement and idolatry. God 
commanded that Israel be different from the other nations because they 
served the living God whereas the other nations served idols made of 
wood, stone or metal but were not God’s at all. We first read of this idea of 
being Holy because God is holy in Leviticus 11:45, “For I am the Lord who 
brought you up out of the land of Egypt to be your God. You shall therefore 
be holy, for I am holy.”

Human beings were meant to be like God in his character. That includes 
imitating God is our everyday life. The book of Leviticus taught Israel how 
they were to live before God and other nations in their physical and moral 
dimensions. The laws concerning sacrifice were given because unlike God, 
Israel would not be able to live in perfect accordance with God’s law, so a 
way was made for them to be pardoned for sin. The commands that we 
read in Leviticus 19:9–18 were examples of what holiness meant in 
everyday life with regard to God and others. The mixing of concern for 
God and other people illustrates how love for God and man go hand in 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Leviticus+19&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Leviticus+19:9%E2%80%9318&version=ESV


hand. To seal the importance of each command through God’s eyes we 
read that God’s people should act in these ways because “I Am the Lord 
your God.” Why should God’s people show such kindness to those who 
were not of their nation or tribes? You only need to go back to Genesis 1:27, 
“So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; 
male and female he created them.”

Israel was to be holy because their God was holy and desired to reveal 
himself to all those that he had created but had become marred because of 
sin. God’s people were to be the ones who revealed the presence of the 
living God and they would first do so by living in such a way that revealed 
the heart and love of God. 

This past week as I considered these passages, I thought of them in terms of 
those who are fighting so hard to keep abortion a vital part of the life (or 
death) of our nation. Can we beat them in the legislature or the courtroom? 
Nowadays, that is fighting them on their own ground. Frankly, it just 
hasn’t been working for the past 46 years. How can we change the hearts 
and minds of those caught up in such a demonic mindset? Let me answer 
that by giving you an example.

Before moving to the Northern Neck, I was asked to be the resident priest 
at a “Rachel’s Vineyard” weekend to be held at Spirit Wind Retreat Center 
in Floyd, Va. I had been recommended by some friends who had been 
involved but weren’t available that weekend. You can go online and read 
about the Rachel’s Vineyard movement but in short, their by-line is:

Rachel's Vineyard is a safe place to renew, rebuild and redeem 
hearts broken by abortion. Weekend retreats offer you a supportive, 
confidential and non-judgmental environment where women and 
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men can express, release and reconcile painful post-abortive 
emotions to begin the process of restoration, renewal and healing.

I was somewhat aware of these kinds of ministries as we were occasionally 
involved with the Blue Ridge Women’s Center in Roanoke, but I was not at 
all prepared for the weekend in Floyd. I think we had around 10 women 
attending the weekend, not including the women who were the leaders. I 
was the only man. They prefer to have women leaders who have at some 
time had an abortion and found recovery through Jesus Christ. Their policy 
was to have a priest available at all times for those who wanted to talk, 
confess or ask questions and to lead worship and the Eucharist on Sunday 
morning. 

We arrived on Thursday afternoon and stayed until Sunday afternoon. This 
was to be a very intense weekend because the emotional and spiritual 
damage from abortions is very, very deep. Each woman was encouraged to 
tell her story, no matter how long it takes. A common denominator for 
many of them was that they had felt unwelcome in the churches that they 
tried to go to, so initially, they looked at me with suspicion. 

That weekend I had my heart broken as I heard and saw the depth of the 
tragedy and sorrow that each woman felt about what they had done and 
how little self-worth they now possessed. We talked together and we 
prayed together as Jesus began breaking through their hardened heart and 
revealing his love and mercy. One young woman had eight abortions and 
literally found it hard to feel anything. She was “pond scum” in her own 
eyes and it wasn’t until Sunday morning that Jesus broke through and all 
that infection of the soul began to pour out. I saw light return to her eyes 
and a genuine smile break her across her face. She would need a lot more 
than what we provided on that weekend but fortunately, Rachel’s Vineyard 
does provide follow through.



That weekend I saw the unbelievable damage done by the lies of the 
abortion industry. They were made to believe that abortion was the best 
option for everybody and that they would be glad they had done it. When 
that didn’t seem to be true, the women received counseling telling them 
that what they had done was no big deal, but the emptiness in their hearts 
and an innate knowledge that a mother has of her baby’s importance 
would not let them go. One woman commented that as soon as the 
procedure was over, she knew that nothing would ever be right again. She 
had tried drugs, alcohol, multiple relationships with men but nothing 
made that guilt go away. 

The women found out that weekend that Jesus was the answer, but he used 
his people to introduce him to these women. I left the retreat center a 
changed man as I was able to see these women through God’s eyes and 
had allowed their story to break my heart like his.

When I read our passage from Revelation 19:1–9, I started to preach this 
morning on the “Marriage Supper of the Lamb”, but God had me pause on 
verses 1–2 and consider them in the context that they are referring to in 
Revelation 18.

Let’s look again at Revelation 19:1–2, 

After this I heard what seemed to be the loud voice of a great multitude in 
heaven, crying out, “Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to 
our God,  for his judgments are true and just; for he has judged the great 
prostitute who corrupted the earth with her immorality, and has avenged 
on her the blood of his servants.”

On the first reading I felt the excitement that God will bring his perfect 
judgment upon all those who have turned aside from His righteous 
commands and refused to be holy as he is holy. I love the prophetic voice of 
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verses 3–9 that would have us look to the celebration where we cry, 
“Hallelujah! For our Lord God almighty reigns Let us rejoice and exult and 
give him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and his bride has 
made herself ready…”

What a wonderful and powerful image of all that God has for those who 
have willingly become the bride of Christ. Oh, that will be the glorious 
beginning of the full revelation of all that God has promised to his people 
for all eternity. 

But what about those who have been caught in adultery with “the great 
prostitute who corrupted the earth with her immorality, and has avenged 
on her the blood of his servants.” What is to be our attitude about them?
Should we laugh and be glad she will get her just punishment but that we 
will be rewarded? I don’t think so. The Apostle John was writing to the 
church all that God would do to bring justice and judgment on all those 
who refused to acknowledge his lordship and role as creator and judge. It 
is God who will do these things not us. Remember the Apostle Paul’s 
words in Romans 12:19–21, 

Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is 
written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20 To the 
contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him 
something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his 
head.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

The Christian is to be free from the desire to take personal revenge and rely 
on the fact that God will right all wrongs in his own perfect judgment. 
Scripture urges believers to show grace to the wrongdoer because God has 
shown grace to us. 



Of course, the perfect example of this is Jesus who could have reigned 
down fire from Heaven and called on the legions of the Heavenly hosts but 
instead chose to suffer betrayal, abuse, and an excruciating death so that 
perfect love could be revealed in his sacrifice. 

In our passage from John 13:31–35, Jesus knows that he is to be obedient to 
the Father and trust that all the wrongs done to him would be made right. 
However, the greatest reward is shown in verse 31–32, 

When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and 
God is glorified in him. 32 If God is glorified in him, God will also glorify 
him in himself, and glorify him at once. 

It’s interesting that Jesus says that he was to be glorified through his 
crucifixion. You would assume that he would see himself as being 
humiliated. Paul wrote in Galatians 3:13, “Christ redeemed us from the 
curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for it is written, “Cursed is 
everyone who is hanged on a tree”

Jesus was surely on the threshold of the deepest pit of humiliation in his 
substitutionary death on the cross under the divine curse, but John’s focus 
was on the revelation of God’s glory through Jesus Christ on the cross.

It’s the next part that is instructive to us as to how we are to model Jesus in 
our lives. 

“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I 
have loved you, you also are to love one another. 35 By this all people will 
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

There was nothing new about love itself, as we read this morning in 
Leviticus 19:18, "You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against 
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the sons of your own people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I 
am the Lord.”

The new element that Jesus was pointing to is twofold: 1) the change from 
“neighbor” to “one another” and 2) the change from “as yourself” to “as I 
have loved you.” Christian love has Christ’s sacrificial love as its model 
and the community of believers as the primary context in which this is seen 
and experienced. 

This is how the unbeliever would know that they were truly disciples of 
Jesus, by how they loved one another. Jesus had earlier shown the nature of 
love in Matthew 5:44, “But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for 
those who persecute you.” Love is selfless and desires the best even for 
those who oppose us.

So how does this change our response to all the perversion and culture of 
death in our present culture? Don’t misunderstand me, we need committed 
people to be “boots on the ground” fighting to have our laws changed to 
reflect the truth of how we are to live as a godly nation. We need people 
like Terry Beatley of the Hosea Initiative who was led to expose the 
darkness of the abortion industry by educating people about the light of 
God in Christ. She received her commission from Dr. Bernard Nathanson 
who was one of the original supporters of abortion on demand in America. 
He later came to Christ and repented of what he had done and the lies and 
deceptions that he had perpetrated on America. As he lay dying from 
cancer, he told Terry the true story of the beginning of abortion in American 
and asked her to tell that story. She wrote the book, What if We’ve been 
Wrong, Shining Light into Dark Places. Many of you have met her and she 
has spoken here. We need people like that. I recommend, The Beginning of 
the End of Abortion, by Shawn Carney founder of 40 Days For Life which is 
a ministry of bringing an end to the abortion movement by gathering in 
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front of Planned Parenthood offices and other abortion centers and praying 
day after day. This book is a remarkable compellation of stories of God 
moving through prayer in powerful and wonderful ways. 

The question this morning is what can you and I do to affect the 
tremendous moral failures of our nation and world. I would like to 
recommend three things this morning but by no means is this an 
exhaustive list.

1. Pray fervently for our representatives in government that God will open 
their eyes to the importance of not selling out for political gain but to 
give their lives to securing a future for our children and nation. This 
includes praying fervently for those in power who are fighting to keep 
abortion as law. Pray that God will open their eyes and cast down the 
strongholds that are blinding their hearts and minds. Pray for them by 
name every day, even multiple times a day, that God will show them 
mercy and like Bernard Nathanson and many others who have turned 
away from the lies and embraced the truth and now fight for life. Do not 
underestimate the power and importance of fervent prayer.

2. Educate yourself about what can be done on the local level and ask God 
to show you what he would have you do. Educate your friends and 
family and pray for those who can’t yet see the truth. Don’t berate them 
but befriend them and get involved in their lives. If we educate people, 
then they will change and change who they vote for and encourage those 
in their sphere of influence to do the same.

3. Ask God to give you his love for those who vehemently oppose Him and 
life and have embraced a culture of death and perversion. Don’t be 
afraid to write representatives to tell them that you are praying for them 



to embrace the light of God in Christ. Send them articles that reflect how 
you feel about the issues. 

As always, the Gospel message of the hope only found in Jesus Christ is the 
most important way to change the hearts and minds of those without 
Christ but sometimes it is through embracing an important issue that 
enables us to share what Jesus has done in our lives.

Let’s Pray.

©2019 Rev. Mike Moffitt


