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Because I Am the Lord

Text:  Leviticus 19:9–18 

 Years ago, I was sitting with a group of friends and complaining about my 
father refusing to let me do something that I really wanted to do. I made 
the comment that I didn’t care what he said, I would find a way to do it 
anyway. (Now as a side note, I have confessed to you before that I was a 
rebellious and difficult child.) Anyway, one of my friends was the son of a 
Christian Missionary Alliance pastor and he seemed surprised at my 
attitude. He asked me why I would be disobedient to my father’s decision, 
and I explained that I felt my Dad was just being a jerk and I was tired of it. 
He continued to challenge my decision to willfully disobey my father and 
told me that he wouldn’t do such a thing. I commented that he was most 
likely afraid of his father and assured him that I wasn’t afraid of mine. His 
reply shocked me, “I don’t think that I’m afraid of my father, but I do 
respect him. He’s a good man and a great father but that isn’t why I 
wouldn’t choose to do what you’re talking about. I wouldn’t disobey him 
because I love him very much and wouldn’t want to hurt him or 
disappoint him. Don’t you love your father?” 

I wasn’t prepared for that reply and couldn’t think of a snappy comeback 
like I usually did. I think I said something like, “I guess, I mean he is my 
father.” For me the idea of responding to my father and mother out of love 
seemed like a foreign concept. In my house there wasn’t much love and I 
walked away wishing that I felt the same way about my father as he did 
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his. However, my friends challenge penetrated my heart and I didn’t go 
against my father's wishes, at least not that time. 

This week as I considered a portion of the Levitical law in Leviticus 19, I 
remembered this story that happened over 50 years ago. Often people 
struggle when reading about all the laws of God, of which there are 613 in 
the Torah (books of Moses). Some of the commandments are positive and 
encourage the readers to perform an action where others are negative are 
warnings to refrain from certain actions. These laws were given to Moses 
on Mt. Sinai so that he could instruct the children of Israel as they 
wandered in the wilderness for 40 years. These laws were intended to 
prepare them for entering the Promised Land. They were instructions as to 
how they were to live together in community and how they were to treat 
the sojourner when he came to live in the midst of the covenant people of 
God.

These laws were intended to set Israel apart from the other nations and to 
reveal the truth that Yahweh Elohim (the Lord God) the creator and 
sustainer of all things was the only true God. They were to show through 
their witness and faithfulness that the Lord God wanted to redeem all 
people everywhere. In the same way that the Lord God of Israel was the 
only true God, he was also the creator of all things and therefore was much 
greater and different than those that he created. In this passage the Lord 
God was calling Israel to be set apart and different from the other nations. 
It wasn’t to ostracize the other nations, but to be an example to them as to 
how they should live and worship the only true God as well.

I suspect that no other book of the Bible represents a greater challenge to 
the modern reader than Leviticus. However, it is important to understand 
the commands and rituals in Leviticus for two reasons. 



First, rituals in all societies express and teach those values and ideals that 
society holds most dear. Although many aspects of the rituals seem obscure 
to the modern reader, the Old Testament Israelites knew why particular 
sacrifices were offered on certain occasions and what they were pointing to. 
This enables us to more fully understand the culture and ideas of Old 
Testament Israel. 

Second, these same ideas were fundamental to the Theology of the New 
Testament. The concepts of sin, sacrifice and atonement found in Leviticus 
are essential for understanding and interpreting the death of Jesus in the 
New Testament. Today, I want to focus on our reading from Leviticus 19, 1–
2 and 9–18 as we consider not only the requirements of the law but the 
greatness, love and mercy of the lawgiver who commanded covenant 
loyalty. Then we will see how Jesus uses these same principles in our 
passages from Matthew 5:38–48.                                                                                                                                                               

Let’s look at Leviticus 19:1–2, 

And the Lord God spoke to Moses, saying, Speak to all the congregation of 
the people of Israel and say to them, “You shall be holy, for I the Lord your 
God am holy.”

 The word in Hebrew for “Holy” is “quadosh” and it means sacred and set 
apart. You will notice that this time the Lord isn’t instructing Moses to limit 
this command to the 120 spiritual leaders or the leaders of the 12 tribes, but 
this call is to everyone within the congregation. The theme of holiness was 
elaborated as God instructed the people on what holiness meant in daily 
life with regard to their response to God and to others. The emphasis on 
concern for how to respond to God and other people illustrates how love 
for God and neighbor go hand in hand. We are also to understand from 
these first two verses that our God is holy. Everything God says and does is 
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Holy and everything God made is holy. That is the beauty of all of creation. 
In Genesis the LORD called everything he made "good". We should also 
call it holy because it was made to be a visible sign of our God's love, 
power and holiness. Everything was made to exist according to the Lord's 
will and for the Lord's purpose in creation to come to pass exactly as He 
spoke it.

Secondly, we are to understand that the call to Holiness is practical and 
relational. One of the things that the Bible is clear about is that holiness is to 
extend to God’s people because God is holy, that is His identity. God is 
perfect holiness and out of His love wants to share the experience of 
holiness with us. Even as He is holy, His ultimate desire, plan and promise 
are that we are to be holy. And the only way to experience holiness is 
through an intimate relationship with the LORD. Holiness is organic and 
therefore is alive and involves everyday living. As God’s people grow in 
relationship with him and in the presence of His Holy Spirit our character 
and lives grow, expand, deepen and transform us into a holy people. 

Holiness is not only relational and experiential, but it is practical and is to 
reflect the way that we think and live. God was not saying to Israel that 
holiness was something that they would gain one day after they died. In 
Exodus 19:5–6 the Lord told Moses to say to Israel, 

“Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations 
you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, 
you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.”

 The Apostle Paul wrote in Romans 6:19, 

“I put this in human terms because you are weak in yourselves. Just as 
you to offer the parts of your body in slavery to impurity and to ever-



increasing wickedness, so now offer them in slavery to righteousness 
leading to holiness.”

The road to holiness is one we find on this earth. In fact, as the Bible points 
out over and over again the only way for us to be holy is to live a holy life 
in the here and now on earth. The only holiness for us to experience is 
everyday holiness. It is through living according to God’s revealed will that 
we are able to experience and express holiness. This practicality of holiness 
is why immediately following verses 1 – 2 we have this litany of guidelines 
or laws concerning interpersonal relationships between God’s people and 
God and God’s people and others.

As I pointed to earlier, we find dozens of divine guidelines and 
commandments that apply to everyday living. Each one is designed to 
show God's people how to live a holy life in the here and now. Each one is 
designed as a means to help us grow in holiness as we become a holy 
people set apart by God to reveal His holiness. Let’s take a look at Leviticus 
19:9–10, 

When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap your field right 
up to its edge, neither shall you gather the gleanings after your harvest. 
10 And you shall not strip your vineyard bare, neither shall you gather the 
fallen grapes of your vineyard. You shall leave them for the poor and for the 
sojourner: I am the Lord your God.

You may remember an example of this in the Book of Ruth. Ruth and her 
mother-in-law Naomi were both widows and very poor. It was while Ruth 
was gleaning in the field belonging to Boaz that she came to his attention 
and later as kinsman redeemer married her, and she became the great 
grandmother of King David. Because Boaz was faithful to God’s command 
to show mercy to the poor by providing them a way to gather food for 



themselves, Ruth went from poverty to blessing. Every one of the 
commands that we read this morning from Leviticus 19 was given by God 
that those who were impoverished and in need could be blessed and have 
their dignity restored. Although poor, each one was still made in God’s 
image and should come under the mercy and protection of those who had 
plenty. 

You will also notice that after every command that we read in verses 9–18, 
God put his royal seal on the command, “I AM the Lord your God.” These 
were not to be seen as suggestions but as the command of the King of all 
things and the path to holiness. 

There are no short-cuts to holiness. Godly habits require repetition, 
firmness, discipline and self-control. We see this not only in this passage 
but again in Jesus' Sermon on the Mount. There is no way to read that 
sermon and then decide that since you read it you can therefore just put 
everything into immediate action. Living out the Sermon on the Mount is 
dependent upon an ever-growing relationship with the LORD. It is the 
only way that we will be able to live out the Sermon on the Mount. It is 
only through a deepening relationship with Christ and through the power 
and presence of the Holy Spirit leading us, guiding, convicting and 
sanctifying us that we will experience the life of Holiness that the Lord 
desires for every one of us.

One way to look at both sections, this section that we find in Leviticus 19 – 
20 and the one that we find in Matthew 5–7, is to see them as beginning 
guidelines. They help us as we begin our walk with the LORD to 
understand what it means to live a life of holiness.

To give an example of what I’m suggesting. When I decided that I wanted 
to be a truck driver no one was going to hire me just because I wanted to 



drive a big rig. I had to be trained over a period of time with those who 
were accomplished as drivers. Once I begin my training it got easier the 
more that I did it until finally I ended up training new drivers for a while. 
When the LORD first gave these words through Moses to His people in the 
desert and even on the mountain, they didn't know exactly what it meant 
to be holy or to live holy in this life. They didn't know how to have a deep 
experience with the LORD. They didn't know how to live holiness out in 
everyday life. So, the LORD began to explain it to them in practical terms.                                                                                                                                                
Later on, in Torah and throughout the New Testament we see where the 
foundation under all those guidelines is a rather simple but profound 
commandment. If you want to know what it means to live a holy life and to 
be a person of holiness all you have to do is two things—Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength and love your 
neighbor as yourself. Therefore, we can say that all Holiness begins and 
ends with the LORD.  

Holiness is something God graciously give us and grows within us. The 
more we become like God the more we experience holiness for He is Holy. 
Holiness becomes a part of our identity, a part of our everyday living 
through a deepening relationship with the LORD that leads us to have a 
deepening relationship with all those around us. Holiness is an experience 
that we have with the LORD that transforms us from the inside out. 
Holiness includes experiences that we know as the new birth, regeneration, 
justification and sanctification. To be holy means that we have been born 
from above through Christ. To be able to live a life of holiness means that 
we have been filled with the Holy Spirit and that we are living our lives 
through the Holy Spirit.



In our Gospel reading this morning from Matthew 5:38–48 Jesus is teaching 
the same principle that God gave Moses in Leviticus 19. Consider Matthew 
5:38–39, 

“You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a 
tooth.’ 39 But I say to you, Do not resist the one who is evil. But if anyone 
slaps you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also.” 

The IVP Commentary on Matthews gospel explained this passage this way,

Eye for eye never meant that a person could exact vengeance 
directly for his or her own eye; it meant that one should take the 
offender to court, where the sentence could be executed legally. 
People sometimes cite this example as a case of Jesus' disagreeing 
with the Old Testament. But a society could recognize the legal 
justice of eye for eye (the punishment fitting the offence) while its 
sages warned against descending to oppressors' moral level by 
fighting evil with evil. Jesus is not so much revoking a standard for 
justice as calling his followers not to make use of it; we qualify 
justice with mercy because we do not need to avenge our honor. 
Jesus calls for this humble response of faith in God; God alone is the 
final arbiter of justice, and we must trust him to fulfill it.

In every one of the examples that Jesus gave in Matthew 5:38–48 there is 
the principle of loving God and neighbor above yourself, even when that 
neighbor is an enemy. This is hard to do, and I confess that this an area 
where I need God’s grace to move in my heart and attitude. You’ll notice 
that Jesus ends this section in much the same way as God’s seal on the 
commandments in Leviticus 19. Matthew 5:39, “You therefore must be 
perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”
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The standard that God demands for his people is nothing less than the 
perfect character of God himself. It includes far more than simple justice. 
God’s perfection includes the love of benevolent grace. Although 
perfection is not attainable in this life, it nevertheless must be the goal of 
those who have become “children of the Father” (v.45).

In my example this morning of my friend who confessed his love for his 
father, we see an example of someone choosing to respond with 
faithfulness because of the depth of love and relationship that he had with 
his father. That is the exact relationship that we are designed for with God. 
Our response to his word should be from grateful obedience born out of 
our love and gratitude for all that He has done for us in Christ.                                                                                                                               

Let me give you another personal example. In the late 1980’s I delivered a 
trailer load of machined parts bound for Mexico to a broker in Laredo, 
Texas. I never went into Mexico with my truck, but I would drop the trailer 
with an agent at the border and a Mexican driver would take it across and 
have it unloaded. Sometimes it was 2–3 days before it came back, so the 
company I drove for would put me up in a motel while I waited. There 
were 12–13 other drivers there also waiting as I was. I didn’t know most of 
them, but we all got together for dinner at a Mexican restaurant next door. 
As we were having dinner, some of the drivers were discussing going 
across the border into Nuevo Laredo that night so they could catch the 
show at a place called “Boy’s Town”. I had heard about some of the 
perverted things that happened at those shows and told them I wouldn’t 
be going with them. One of the drivers asked me if I was too good to go 
with them and I told him, “No, I’m not too good. It’s just that I would 
never take Jesus to such a place. I’m a Christian and Jesus has filled me 
with his Holy Spirit, and I can’t picture taking the Holy Spirit to Boy’s 
Town,” It got really quiet and finally one of the other guys said, “Yeah, I got 



no business going there either.” We got into a discussion about what it 
means to follow Jesus Christ, and no one ended up going to Boy’s Town 
that night. I spent several hours with two of the guys and they both 
sheepishly told me that they were Christians as well and thanked me be an 
example to them. 

The reason that I didn’t want to go to such a place was because I had fallen 
in love with Jesus and I couldn’t bear going to such a place. To be honest, if 
I had, no one that I knew would have ever found out, but that wasn’t the 
point. I loved the Lord Jesus and my Heavenly Father and the Holy Spirit 
and couldn’t bear the thought of wounding my relationship with them. I 
had been forgiven for so many things in my life and I wanted to live for 
their glory not returning to satisfying the desires of my flesh. I woke up the 
next morning with such joy and gratefulness to God for protecting me from 
living with the horrible guilt that I would have had if I had gone with the 
plans of the others. It taught me a lesson that my decisions to choose Christ 
can impact the lives of others. Unfortunately, many of my decisions in the 
past had affected others but this time it was for good. 

God is calling us to be Holy and set apart as those who reveal his glory 
through our kindness to those who are struggling and without hope. Each 
of the verses that we read this morning reflects the heart of God and are 
instructional on what it means for his children to be holy as He is holy. 
Let’s pray, asking God to open us up revealing how we should live 
accordingly.
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