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When God Warns His People

Text:  Micah 6:1–8 

This past week I was looking at some pictures of our family that have been 
taken over the years. I was reminded that many years ago, I had a full head 
of hair. I usually just went to an ordinary barber shop, but a friend 
introduced me to a hairdresser who had just open up shop and needed the 
business. He was from Beirut, Lebanon, and his shop was called 
“Michelle’s Uni-sex Coiffure”. I decided to give it a shot.  My hairline was 
beginning to recede, but Michelle assured me that he had learned a method 
while training in Paris that would encourage the roots of my hair to grow 
again. It was called “fire cutting” and the idea was to use a comb to stretch 
out my hair and then pass over the ends with a pair of scissors that had 
gauze wrapped around the tip and had been dipped in alcohol then set on 
fire. Supposedly, the heat would travel down the roots of my hair into my 
scalp and the roots would wake up and with enthusiasm continue to grow 
as expected. 

All this would be done for me for only $10 more than normally charged for 
a haircut. I reasoned that if heat was the catalyst for making my hair grow, 
why wouldn’t the hairdryer be just as effective. Michelle assured me that 
the heat from the fire was the magic we were looking for, so I said, “Okay 
go for it.” Well, clearly it didn’t work, but to be honest, I only let him do it 
twice before I called a halt to it thereby only wasting $20 total. 
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Over a period of time we became friends and Teresa and I would hang out 
with Michelle and his wife Judy from time to time. I was very young in the 
Lord and still struggled a lot with how I should live as a Christian witness. 
Most of the old bad habits still hung on but the Lord was starting to 
lovingly convict me of the need for holiness, to be set apart. One day I 
asked Michelle if he was a Christian. He assured me that he was and that 
actually his whole family was Christian. I was interested in what it was like 
to be a Christian in a country that had such a large Muslim population. So, 
I enquired about what it meant to him to be a Christian and he told me that 
he was born into a Christian family. As it ended up it had nothing to do 
with realizing that his sin had separated him from God and that only 
through repentance and faith in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ 
could he be saved from the wrath of God. For Michelle it had everything to 
do with his ethnicity and family heritage not a personal relationship with 
the living God. If I remember correctly, it also had to do with where in 
Beirut you were born.

The Barna Group and the Pew Research Center specialize in doing surveys 
to statistically measure the pulse of America, especially in religious and 
moral attitudes. The latest study that I could find reported that 72% of 
Americans claimed to be Christian, whether it be Catholic, Protestant, 
Mormon or Jehovah’s Witness. Out of that group, 45% (or 34) claimed to 
have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. Out of the 45%, only 36% 
(12) of them could relate an example of how they had born fruit for the 
Kingdom of God. Now I’m not going to take us down a statistical road to 
analyze all this because I think we get the picture.

This week I was reminded of this as the top story in our nation was 
Governor Cuomo of New York signing a bill making it legal for abortions 
to be performed up until the time of birth. Within a few days Vermont, 



Rhode Island, Massachusetts and New Mexico declared their intent to 
follow suit. Then on Tuesday of last week Virginia Delegate Kathy Tran 
introduced bill HB 2491, which looked to remove certain requirements in 
place before an abortion could be performed in Virginia. When questioned 
in a news interview she admitted that this would include aborting a child 
even during delivery if the doctor and woman determined that having a 
child would cause mental or emotional anguish to the woman. 

Virginia Governor Ralph Northam responded in support of this bill and I 
quote from a televised interview with WTOP on Thursday, “We want the 
government not to be involved in these types of decisions. We want the 
decision to be made by the mothers and their providers and this is why 
legislators, most of whom are men, shouldn't be telling a woman what she 
should and shouldn't be doing with her body."  

Of course, the question had nothing to do with what would happen to the 
woman’s body but was all about the brutality and evil of ending the life of 
a newborn child and especially that it was merely and arbitrarily for 
convenience sake. As most of you know this bill has been defeated, for 
now, by those in the state legislature who saw the pure evil that was being 
perpetrated in such recommendations. Governor Northam and Delegate 
Tran have been back peddling ever since this news came out and are 
claiming to be misunderstood and their clear statements were taken out of 
context. My point in bringing this up today is not to once again show that 
the abortion laws of this nation are evil and reprehensible (which I believe 
them to be) but to show from our passages today that we as a nation are on 
the cusp of God’s Holy and righteous judgment being poured out.

Governor Cuomo of New York claims to be a Christian and is a professing 
Catholic. The irony is that the Catholic Church has always been the largest 



religious body to stand and fight against the evil and horrors of abortion 
worldwide.

Today we will primarily be focusing on Micah 6:1–8. We will find that God 
has always made it clear what it means to be “the people of God” and there 
have always been expectations and commands for those who would make 
such a claim. It is a mistake to have such a cavalier attitude about claiming 
to be one of God’s people and yet have such blatant disregard for his Holy 
Word.  

 In the daily lectionary readings on Friday the Psalmist wrote in Psalm 
40:3–5, 

He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God. Many will 
see and fear, and put their trust in the Lord. 4 Blessed is the man who 
makes the Lord his trust, who does not turn to the proud, to those who go 
astray after a lie!

The Psalmist rejoices that the song he is singing was placed within him by 
the Lord and it gave him reason to rejoice and praise God like never before. 
The hope was that the singing of this song would cause many to turn and 
sing the same song of joy and victory as they trusted the goodness and 
glory of God. The opposite of this was to turn back to the godless who 
were proud and arrogantly followed the lies of the pagan gods. The 
implication would be that this would cause the song of praise to God to 
dry up and rejoicing to cease.

This week we are in the fourth week of Epiphany. We have seen that 
Epiphany is a time to reflect on the life and mission of Jesus Christ as he 
came and dwelt among us in human form. We are to reflect on his life and 
mission before his death and resurrection and see his teaching and example 
as our example and guide for how we should live. We do this in 
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anticipation of his imminent return to us as reigning Lord and King in the 
new Heavens and new Earth. 

Let’s now turn to our Old Testament reading from Micah 6:1–5, 

Hear what the Lord says: “Arise, plead your case before the mountains, 
and let the hills hear your voice.  
2 Hear, you mountains, the indictment of the Lord, and you enduring 
foundations of the earth, for the Lord has an indictment against his people, 
and he will contend with Israel 3 “O my people, what have I done to 
you? How have I wearied you? Answer me! 
4 For I brought you up from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the 
house of slavery, and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. 
5 O my people, remember what Balak king of Moab devised, and what 
Balaam the son of Beor answered him, and what happened from Shittim to 
Gilgal, that you may know the righteous acts of the Lord.”

In the previous two chapters God spoke through the prophet Micah of the 
coming judgment upon Israel and Judah for their covenant unfaithfulness. 
He speaks of their exile to Assyria and Babylon but also of God’s 
restoration of the remnant who, through repentance and faith, would 
return to faithfulness. In chapter six relating to the Messiah's kingdom, the 
prophet is here directed to set the sins of Israel in order before them, for 
their conviction and humiliation, as necessary to make way for the comfort 
of gospel-grace. We have seen during the Epiphany how John the Baptist, 
the forerunner was a reprover, and preached repentance, and so prepared 
the way of the Messiah. It was from Micah 5:2–5 that we read of the 
promise of the coming Messiah, his birth in Bethlehem and God’s releasing 
Israel from their abandonment. In this mornings passage, God brings a 
covenant lawsuit against his people for flagrant violations of their covenant 
with him and He will serve as the prosecutor and judge. The scene set 
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before us has God as the plaintiff, the mountains and all of creation as 
witnesses that Israel had failed to live up the task of subduing and having 
dominion over the earth as God’s ambassadors and giving the creator glory 
which was his due. Those who were the people of God were on trial and 
would be found guilty.

As Israel steps up to the witness stand, God asks them, "O my people, 
what have I done to you?" God had done nothing but good to Israel and 
had been repaid with rejection and rebellion. “I redeemed you from the 
house of slavery and sent before you Moses, Aaron and Miriam”. Not only 
did God not do evil to Israel, He blessed, protected and provided all that 
they needed in miraculous ways. God did nothing but good for them, yet 
they continually turned away from him. However, even in the midst of the 
trial God refers to them as “My people”. 

God shows them the extremes that he was willing to go to on their behalf. 
He brought them up out of Egypt and into the Promised Land. All of God’s 
acts including the Passover, the Angel of the Lord, the crossing of the Red 
Sea, the provision of manna, bringing water from a rock, his continual 
presence in the cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night and continuous 
victory over their enemies. I can’t imagine what it would be like to hear 
such damning evidence and everyone should be able to see their case 
doesn’t look good. Next, he reminds them of the story from Numbers 22–
24. 

“O my people remember what Balak king of Moab devised and what 
Balaam the son of Beor answered him”. After meeting with King Balak of 
Moab, Balaam a pagan prophet, prophesied over Israel four times. Each 
time Yahweh moved within him and he spoke forth God's word, he did not 
curse Israel - but he blessed them each time. However, when he was 
unsuccessful in cursing Israel, Balaam answered Balak on how to bring 



Israel under a curse.  Instead of trying to have a prophet curse them, the 
Moabites should lead them into fornication and idolatry, and then God will 
curse them. Balak did just that, sending his young women into the camp of 
Israel to lead Israel into sexual immorality and idolatry.  Because of their 
sin, God did curse Israel - He brought a plague of judgment upon Israel 
that killed 24,000. In light of this, Israel must remember that God could 
never be persuaded to curse Israel, except if they brought curses on 
themselves through their own disobedience and rebellion. The law of God 
had always brought with it the promise of blessings if obeyed and curses if 
violated. Like a great lawyer in court, God shows Israel that if they feel 
cursed in any way, it is entirely their responsibility. 

Let’s return to our text and read Micah 6:6–7, 

With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on 
high? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? 
Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of 
rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my 
body for the sin of my soul?

This is a question born out of bitterness and resentment as Israel essentially 
cries out from the witness stand, “What do you want from me?”

We can almost hear Israel shouting at God from the witness stand. "You ask 
too much, God. Nothing will satisfy You. If we brought thousands of rams 
or rivers of oil or even our firstborn it would not be enough. You are 
unreasonable." 

God knew their hearts and has the prophet Micah speak what God knows 
they are thinking. Israel in their arrogance did not feel that they needed to 
change but that God did. How many of you have had your children accuse 
you of being too strict, hardcore and mired in your archaic way of doing 



things? I suspect it was always because you would not let them do what 
others were doing because it was wrong, and the results would be 
regrettable. Israel had become so immersed in the cultures of the pagan 
nations around them that their hearts were far from the heart of God. They 
had violated his covenant repeatedly and yet still he pursued them and 
called them “My people”. In their question to God they appeared to be 
very religious by offering to increase the financial value of their sacrifice 
and in doing so condemned themselves. They showed a complete 
misunderstanding of the nature of their relationship with the creator which 
was and had always been one of grace. The salvation offered them was 
free, but their response to this gift was to be a nation that revealed the love 
of God through social justice and mercy, not mere liturgy or outward forms 
of worship. Instead their question reflects an unwillingness to repent but 
instead an attempt to bribe God. They should have bowed down asking 
God to change them, along with their magistrates, prophets and priests. 
Instead they offer God rivers of oil and in pagan fashion, their firstborn.

Verse 8 gives us God’s response to their accusation, 

He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of 
you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your 
God?

God’s response couldn’t be simpler. He had given them his written word 
and his blessings as a nation. His word contained everything they needed 
to know about how to love God and their neighbor. It was no mystery, they 
had simply chosen not to obey God but instead followed the lifestyles and 
religious practices of the pagan nations around them. It changed who they 
were as the people of God and led them time and again into bondage and 
slavery. 



In our Psalm this morning David reveals the simplicity of what God is 
asking us. In verses 3–6 he writes, 

Trust in the Lord, and do good; dwell in the land and befriend faithfulness. 
4 Delight yourself in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of your 
heart. 5 Commit your way to the Lord; trust in him, and he will act. 6 He 
will bring forth your righteousness as the light, and your justice as the 
noonday.

In this Psalm a contrast is being drawn between the wicked, who will fade 
away and be gone, and the faithful, who will be blessed by God and inherit 
the land in abundant peace. The “people of God” are to be those who are 
faithful to the commands of God no matter what demands are being made 
by those who hate the law of God and instead choose to pursue their own 
fleshly desires. They are to be the LIGHT that reveals what justice and 
mercy look like. There should always be a distinct difference between those 
who walk in the light of Christ and those who do not. When there doesn’t 
seem to be any real difference compromise has happened. Righteousness 
will always win if continually practiced in Jesus name. The promise that 
the “evil doers will be cut off, but those who wait for the Lord shall inherit 
the land” won’t come to pass any other way.

Paul reminds the church in 1 Corinthians 1:18–19, 

For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who 
are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, ‘I will destroy the 
wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.’

At the heart of the Biblical revelation is the assurance that there are only 
two responses to the message of the Gospel. Those who continue in 
unbelief will perish and those who bow down to the grace and authority of 
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God’s word and live it out by will be saved. Our calling is to continue to 
speak the truth of the Gospel message even to those who will not hear it. 

I think it obvious that our country is imploding because God’s people have 
not consistently been the light that shines in the darkness and have not 
given up everything to see that justice, mercy and the gospel message 
move forward in power. The church has become anemic and in great need 
of a transfusion of the blood of Christ. By and large God’s people have let 
other things take priority in their lives and the gospel lived out in 
faithfulness has become a secondary consideration. The proof is in the lack 
of fruit being born and the collapse of culture all around us. It's not too late 
if we will repent and turn to God asking him to change our hearts and 
cause the things that break his heart to break ours and the things that are 
the desires of his heart become our desires too.

Let’s take a few minutes to pray silently asking God to move in us.
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