
Fifteenth Sunday of Pentecost  
Light of Christ Anglican Church  

The Rev. Mike Moffitt, September 2, 2018
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I have an acquaintance who is an avid (or rabid) Green Bay Packers fan. He 
lives in Roanoke but will bear the expense of flying to Green Bay, renting a 
hotel room and covering the cost of getting the tickets just to watch the 
Packers play at home. He will brave the bitter cold of a Wisconsin winter to 
watch a game that he could watch from home in the warmth of his den. I 
don’t know if he is one of those who go shirtless and paint themselves in 
the Green Bay colors, but he is definitely a diehard cheese head. He scoffs 
at Christianity and he considers me a fanatic when it comes to my 
relationship with Jesus Christ. He accuses me of that and I assure him that 
he couldn’t be more on target, I am. The Oxford dictionary defines a fanatic 
as: a person filled with excessive and single-minded zeal, especially for an 
extreme religious or political cause.

I confess it to be true, by the standards of this world, I am a fanatic and 
make no apologies for it. I want to daily know and encounter Jesus Christ 
and the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit more than I want anything 
else. I’ve been that way for a long time and today I want to share with you 
one major example as to why.

The past two months we have been discussing the importance of 
proclaiming the Lordship of Jesus Christ and the invitation of the gospel to 
those who have no hope both now and in eternity. We have discussed the 
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urging of our brothers and sisters around the world that the church in the 
West join them in boldly proclaiming the truth of God’s word to a world 
that has rejected the Word of God and the power of the cross and called it 
foolishness. Those in parts of Africa, Asia and the Orient have set an 
example for us by their lives that are at times filled with hardship and 
persecution, but the pay off is that the church of Jesus Christ is flourishing 
and casting down strongholds of the kingdom of darkness that have held 
them in bondage for a long, long time. The church is exploding with 
growth because God’s people are willing to lay down their lives for the 
glory of the God who has delivered them from their bondage to sin and 
death. They have found a life worth living and dying for.

Last week we saw from Joshua 24:14–25 and John 6:60–69 that God has 
always called his people to make up their minds to follow him at all cost or 
be honest enough to stop pretending to. In Joshua 24, as Israel was 
preparing to take possession of the land first promised to their father 
Abraham, Joshua stands before the children of Israel and tells them that it 
was time to decide who they would serve. The only choices were the God 
of Israel or the gods of the other nations. There would be no neutral 
position, it never is, as Bob Dylan pointed out in his song, Everybody Gotta 
Serve Somebody. Joshua leaves no doubt as to his decision as he declared in 
Joshua 24:15, “As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” He let 
them know that their commitment must be total or not at all.

We saw that Jesus taught his disciples in Luke 14 to count the cost of 
following him and decide if the cost was worth the benefit. Our passage 
from John 6:60–69 showed us that the 12 disciples decided to continue to 
follow Jesus even when the hundreds or thousands that had been following 
him decided that his teaching was to hard to hear. Why did they decide to 
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stay? Peter said it best, “Lord, where would we go? You alone have the 
words of life.”  

We ended last week by pointing out that when we study the Book of Acts, 
the Epistle’s and books on church history, we find that those men and 
women who hung in there were the foundation of the church of Jesus 
Christ. They lived and died for him because they had encountered him 
through the witness of his word and the indwelling presence of the Holy 
Spirit. It changed everything, and they knew that nothing this world had to 
offer could compare with the relationship they had with Jesus and it would 
continue for all eternity. They followed his word even when they found 
themselves at cross purposes with the culture around them. They were 
willing to pay the price because they counted the cost and decided it to be 
so worth it.

This morning I want consider our Old Testament passage and our Epistle 
reading and draw a comparison between the ideal offered to the first man 
and woman in Genesis 2:15–25 and then God’s answer through Jesus Christ 
to the problem created by the  rejection of his offer. It’s not my intention 
today to fully unpack either of these passages but to show how obedience 
to God’s word can restore a situation that was previously assumed 
hopeless.

Let’s first consider the ideal relationship that God provided for Adam and 
Eve in the Garden of Eden. In the creation account of Genesis 2 God creates 
the world and places man in a garden where he can have fellowship and 
peace together with his Creator. God places a prohibition that Adam can 
eat from every tree of the garden but one, the Tree of the Knowledge of 
God and Evil. Here God’s first words to man assume that he has the ability 
to choose, and has the moral capacity and ability to responsibility choose 
for or against God. 
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Then God declares in verse 18, “it is not good that man should be alone, I 
will make him a helper fit for him.” Then in verses 21–24,

So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while he 
slept took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 22 And the rib 
that the Lord God had taken from the man he made into a woman and 
brought her to the man. 23 Then the man said, “This at last is bone of my 
bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was 
taken out of Man. 24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother 
and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.”

The first woman was derived from man, giving him headship within the 
institution of marriage, but from that point forward men have been derived 
from women. In this first poem, Adam celebrates his wife’s kinship and 
equality with him as he names her Woman (Ishsha) which means the 
opposite of man. In relating this story to the children of Israel, Moses was 
teaching them that once a man is married his priorities change. Obligations 
to his wife take priority over every other relationship except with God. This 
is the language of covenant commitment and we are never more like our 
covenant keeping God than when we pledge ourselves in covenant to one 
another. Marriage depicts God’s relationship to his people and becoming 
one flesh indicates that Adam was not complete until he became one with 
Eve. It wasn’t just the sexual union, but that neither one would be complete 
or able to accomplish God’s purposes for them in creation without the 
other. Together they would raise up image bearers to accomplish the task of 
making the whole earth a place for God’s dwelling.

This was God’s perfect model but in order for it to work the man and 
woman would need to be in perfect fellowship and peace with God. It 
would be their choice to follow him faithfully or to turn away from his 
simple yet firm command. In choosing to ignore God’s command in the 



Garden of Eden, they were removed from the idyllic paradise that God had 
provided and were forced to survive by the sweat and toil of their own 
efforts. 

Had Adam and Eve chosen to obey the command of God they would have 
remained within the Garden as it expanded outward through their children 
and to all generations of those who reaped the blessings offered by God the 
Creator to his creation. There would have been no death or sorrow but 
sweet communion with God and each other. Their goal was to subdue the 
earth and bring it into submission as they prepared a place just like  Eden 
for God’s dwelling. The Kingdom of Heaven was to come down to Earth 
and the two were to be joined in peace and blessing. 

In choosing to disobey the command of God, Adam and Eve brought the 
effects of sin into their lives and all creation as well. God had given them 
authority to rule and reign over his creation and they failed miserably. I 
guarantee you that their decision didn’t do much in enhancing their 
relationship either and that problem has continued down through the 
millennia. 

In Ephesians 5:22–33 God gives us the formula to restore the relationship 
between husband and wife and Christ’ relationship with the church is seen 
as the model. Let’s briefly look at the mechanics of this passage. Let’s read 
again Ephesians 5:22–28,

Wives submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is 
the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and 
is himself its Savior. 24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives 
should submit in everything to their husbands.

25 Husbands love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself 
up for her, 26 that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the 



washing of water with the word, 27 so that he might present the church to 
himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she 
might be holy and without blemish. 28 In the same way husbands should 
love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself.

There are many pastors who hate to preach from verse 22 because in our 
modern, self-centered and often radical feminist culture they fear being 
lambasted. The truth is that this section is very beautiful when properly 
understood but it does require that the foundation of our lives is our 
commitment to obeying God above all. 

The model that Paul is pointing to goes back to creation when woman was 
derived from man, giving him the lead role within the institution of 
marriage. In the book of Ephesians Paul stresses the significance of 
headship in both the Old and New Covenants. This book is about the good 
news that as the head of the church, Christ embodies and empowers a new 
community that is based on love and commitment to God and each other. 

It was no longer to be about men and women as individuals but as the 
body of Christ each was equally important. That was the basis and 
summary of the Law, loving God with every ounce of our being and loving 
our neighbor as ourselves. Submitting first to Christ sets the foundation 
upon which every other relationship is built. In our passage, Paul applies 
Christ’s headship to marriage. He reverses the struggle and strife that often 
arises in a marriage due to the effects of the Fall, restoring the original 
creative order where husband and wife compliment each other. Paul’s 
understanding of marriage was strongly grounded in creation and he knew 
the effects of the Fall and sin even amongst Christians. He was calling a 
Christian wife to live in grateful acknowledgement of her husband’s care 
and leadership. 



Of course, the question arises, “what if the husband is not providing godly 
care and leadership?” Unlike the respect that all are to give to Jesus the 
respect that a wife gives to her husband is conditional. When human 
leaders violate divine law, we must remain loyal to God above all others 
but if a husband isn’t violating divine law then the wife, for the sake of 
Christ, should seek to treat him with respect.

As I said earlier, my intention this morning isn’t to unpack all that this 
passage has to offer but I do want to point out that the basis of submission 
for both men and women is Ephesians 5:21, “submitting to one another out 
of reverence for Christ.” In Ephesians 5 Paul teaches that there is always an 
order for submission: all submit to Christ, wives submit to their husbands, 
children submit to their parents and slaves submit to their masters. Again, 
for husbands and wives the order was established in creation. That is a lot 
more to say about this but that will be for another time. 

Let me briefly share with you how this passage, along with some others, 
saved our marriage. Years ago, our marriage was in serious trouble, Teresa 
didn’t want to hear about order of creation because all she knew is that I 
was a lousy husband and she was tired of my foolishness and wanted me 
out. It’s a long story and now is not the time to clarify all this. I will say that 
I was a selfish jerk but at that time I would have told you that the problem 
was that she was an ill-tempered wife. 

Well, let’s turn to Paul’s command to men in Ephesians 5:25, “Husbands 
love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her….”

In the past I’ve shared with you several times how I grew sick and tired of 
myself and began to cry out to God to change me. I knew that I was 
messing up and didn’t really know how to change. I was a very immature 
believer and I had been praying that God would change Teresa, but I knew 
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that I needed to focus on me changing. Out of desperation I began to 
pursue God daily, inviting him into every area of my life. Actually, I begged 
God to do something, anything because I had no idea what to do. I saw this 
passage from Ephesians 5:25 and I remember wondering how I could pull 
that off. God opened up my understanding and showed me that He wasn’t 
calling me to love Teresa because she was being lovable, but I was to love 
her in the same way that Christ loved the church and gave himself up for 
her. He didn’t lay his life down for his people because they were lovable 
but in spite of the fact that they usually weren’t. 

Jesus was asking me to lay my life down for my wife and consider her 
more important than myself. That was an entirely new way of thinking and 
I imagined that she was having a great deal of trouble submitting to her 
husband because I had shown myself to not be someone she could safely 
follow. I knew that our marriage was trashed and there didn’t seem to be 
any way out of getting a divorce. 

I chose to turn to God asking him to show me how to love my wife as 
Christ loved the church and to daily show me how I was to lay down my 
life for her. I didn’t initially share this with her because I knew that she 
would only scoff. I had made to many promises that I had broken. This was 
between me and God and it began to be a priority in my life. For the first 
time I genuinely wanted to be the man that God was calling me to be and 
my wife and children needed me to be, so I became a man with sole 
purpose. Approximately a year later Teresa gave me a birthday card where 
she had written, “I love the man you’ve become.”

I broke down in tears, both of relief and gratitude to God for doing 
something that seemed so impossible. Did things magically turn around 
overnight? No, but it began the process of healing that restored our 
marriage and even made it better than we had dreamed of. It was difficult 



and there was a lot of work that had to be done and bad habits that needed 
to be dealt with, especially on my part. We both found that the cost was 
well worth the benefit. This process began over 20 years ago, and it helped 
us form a pattern of faith in our lives. We learned these three principles:

Principle #1

It’s in the pursuit of God that we find the greatest change. For me 
there was no amazing burst of light and color but as I fed upon his 
word and spent time in prayer and praise, I began to change. It was 
a little at time but as I looked back I saw all that God was doing. It 
was a miracle.

Principle #2

Whenever we choose to follow God we reap the blessings of God’s 
best. Whenever we choose to follow after our own ways we reap the 
cost of our foolishness. We had paid a heavy price for my 
foolishness and there was no way that I wanted to go back to that.

Principle #3

God’s Word can be trusted to do the impossible. If you want to see 
miracles and experience the presence and joy found only through 
Jesus Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit, turn to his word and 
follow it faithfully. If you are hungry for more of God and his 
power, He is waiting to give you all that you need.

The reason that I chose this way to end this series of sermons begun the 
first Sunday in July is because I believe that God is calling us to focus every 
effort and resource on reaching the lost and proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. I took to heart the exhortations of our brethren from around the 
world that we join them in proclaiming Christ to those in our own 



backyard and around the world. They were very clear that this would 
mean that we become warriors of God’s kingdom and we give no quarter 
to the kingdom of darkness. The example from our lives that I shared with 
you about this morning is where the fight begins. We must believe that 
God’s word is true and that his ways must become our ways. We saw last 
week that it was this point that Jesus made in Luke 14, those who decide to 
follow Jesus Christ need to know that their commitment would need to be 
total or they would never be able to live up to their promise of faithfulness. 
Any compromise would lead to sin and unfaithfulness in the same way 
that a small hole in a dike will lead to a rupture of water eventually.

The other day Judy Rasberry and I were agreeing that “Maranatha” (Come 
Lord Jesus) was a great prayer and it is. The truth is that Jesus told us what 
it would take for him to return again. We read it today in our gospel 
passage in Matthew 24:14,

And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole 
world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.

If we really want Jesus to return the we must be faithful in doing what he 
asked.

I admit that the idea of asking God to change you or inviting him to do 
whatever he wants in your life is scary. Who knows what God will do and 
it is most likely different for every person. The question becomes: what 
holds you back from inviting God to be the Lord in every area, every 
thought and every intension of your life? If you find that you are unable or 
unwilling to make that kind of commitment to Jesus Christ, then ask 
yourself this question: what kind of commitment did I make to follow 
Jesus? 
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Do you believe that the scripture teaches that we can follow Jesus a little bit 
or is it an all or nothing commitment? I once heard pastor John Hagee say, 
“Jesus Christ is Lord of all or not at all.” Do you think that’s true?

I admit, to some I may appear to be a fanatic but it’s because I have tasted 
and seen that the Lord is good, and I want more of him. I continue to 
pursue because I never want to go back to where I was. I have also seen 
what this world has to offer, and I can no longer afford to give my life to 
that. Most of us would agree that this country was founded on the blood 
and sacrifice of those who saw independence as more important than 
safety and comfort. Did you think fighting for the Kingdom of God would 
cost less? Our brethren from around the world say no, the cost is total, but 
the reward is eternal.

I know these are heavy questions, but I am persuaded that we must have 
the courage to ask them or to courage to admit why we won’t. Is God 
trustworthy and can he be trusted with your life? 

Let’s pray.
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