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The Radical Disciple

Text:  John 6:60–69

As most of you know, I used to be a long–haul truck driver. For part of my 
career I trained new drivers for the company I drove for. That meant that 
they would spend 7–8 weeks with me as we ran as a team. My job was to 
help them develop the skills necessary to do the job but more importantly 
to teach them how to live the demanding life of a long–distance driver. 

I would get these guys fresh out of truck–driving school which lasted 6–8 
weeks depending on the school. Most of the schools had a 3-week 
classroom time preparing them to pass the written and pre–trip test for the 
DMV. Then they would have 2–3 weeks of driving on back roads and 
interstate and the final week they would learn to back up a trailer.

When they came to me they were jacked–up and raring to go make some 
money as the “Last American Cowboy”. I had one fellow who showed up 
with a brand new “Peterbilt” baseball hat and big ole shiny “Peterbilt” belt 
buckle. You could tell by his swagger that he considered himself a 
truckdriver. He had most likely paid $4000 to $5000 for the school and as 
far as he was concerned they had fully prepared him to be a successful 
“King of the Road”. My job was to turn him into a safe and dependable 
driver, something that he thought he already was. I knew that he was very 
dangerous and would need me to bare down on him for a while.
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The reality is that a small percentage of those who graduate from truck 
driving schools actually stay in the industry because the job itself doesn’t 
live up to the mystique or the guarantees of many recruiters. It’s hard work 
and demands that you put up with bad weather, heavy traffic, a grueling 
schedule that you have to meet, and for most the hardest part is not being 
with their family and friends very often. It can be very lonely and even 
though the money is good, for most the lifestyle isn’t.

Recruiters rarely paint an honest picture of what the real life of a truck–
driver is like and I have often thought the same thing could be said for 
many evangelists. 

The promise of love, joy, peace and prosperity are often used to describe 
what “accepting Jesus into your heart” will bring. Words like sacrifice, 
trials, tribulation or persecution are seldom spoken. Don’t misunderstand 
me, when you come into a saving relationship with Jesus Christ, love, joy 
and peace are there in abundance even when the trials, tribulation and 
persecution show up too. 

Over the past two months we have discussed how Christians should 
faithfully declare the whole gospel of Jesus Christ which begins with facing 
the problem of our sin and separation from God. It shows us our desperate 
need for forgiveness and salvation found only through the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. We’ve seen that the power of the resurrection 
reveals that in God’s world all things are possible and the fact that Jesus 
defeated sin and death and now reigns as the eternal Lord and King should 
cause us to rejoice and find our strength and hope in him. Last week we 
learned that the invitation of Jesus to eat his body and drink his blood was 
our source of strength and nourishment. It can change us if we will pursue 
him by faith inviting him to transform us into his likeness through his flesh 
and blood that is our true food and drink. We should feed upon the Lord 



through his word, through praise and worship. We must daily seek His 
presence and the nourishment received through Word and Spirit. Jesus 
through his sacrifice was teaching us that to follow him is to enter into a 
life of surrender and sacrifice.

To the average person the idea of following God is far more appealing than 
actually following through with it by living according to the commands of 
God. The truth is that most all of God’s promises of blessing found in his 
holy Word are tied into the command to obey his holy Word. This isn’t 
because his commands are easy, convenient or what we would naturally be 
inclined to do but we are expected to follow the commands of God because 
of who he is and what he has done for us in Christ. We should not see them 
as burdensome but as life–giving and coming from the heart of a loving 
Father who wants what is best for his children. With everything in life, the 
cost must be measured in light of the benefit received.

Jesus was the perfect model of that as he humbled himself and came down 
in human form because the Father desired to save us. The price Jesus paid 
on the cross was seen as worth it so that we could be reconciled to the 
Father and all creation restored. Jesus taught his disciples this principle in 
Luke 14:27–30; 33, 

“27 Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me cannot be my 
disciple. 28 For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit 
down and count the cost, whether he has enough to complete it? 
29 Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all 
who see it begin to mock him, 30 saying, ‘This man began to build and was 
not able to finish.’…33So therefore, any one of you who does not renounce 
all that he has cannot be my disciple.”



Taking up own cross and following him, surrendering to him all that we 
have and all that we are, is the cost. The question becomes is the benefit 
offered by Jesus worth the cost? If we decide that it is, then we must be 
those who follow him according to his will and commands, no matter the 
cost. There is no following Jesus a little bit or “taking Jesus out for a test 
drive” but it’s an all-or-nothing proposition.

Today many who call themselves followers of Christ have decided that 
God’s word is no longer relevant to an informed modern culture, so they 
have decided to follow him according to their own desires and precepts. 
Frankly this is nothing new and has always been the natural tendency of 
the unregenerate heart. God spoke to the prophet Isaiah a warning that 
stands as true today as then, Isaiah 5:20–21, 

Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light 
and light for darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter! 
21 Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes, and shrewd in their own 
sight!

Today and next week we will focus on the theme of surrender and sacrifice 
as we discover that this is a foundation that the church has always been 
built on. A people who are in love with Jesus Christ and have surrendered 
themselves to live according to his desire and delight because the benefit is 
being with Jesus and living in his kingdom forever. The cost is seen as very 
small in light of the benefit. If we would be effective servants of God, then 
we must get this principle right and live according to it or at least admit 
that we simply don’t want to. 

After next week we will be starting a 6–week series on spiritual warfare, 
how to fight and win against the kingdom of darkness.



Let’s begin today by looking at a portion of our Old Testament passage 
from Joshua 24:14–17, 

“Now therefore fear the Lord and serve him in sincerity and in 
faithfulness. Put away the gods that your fathers served beyond the River 
and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. 15 And if it is evil in your eyes to serve 
the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your 
fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites 
in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the 
Lord.” 

16 Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the 
Lord to serve other gods, 17 for it is the Lord our God who brought us and 
our fathers up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who 
did those great signs in our sight and preserved us in all the way that we 
went, and among all the peoples through whom we passed.”

At the beginning of Joshua 24, the children of Israel have gathered at 
Shechem the very place where God had promised to Abraham this land to 
his descendants. Israel had now received this land as an inheritance and 
Joshua is about to die. He leads Israel in a renewal of the covenant they had 
made with God through Moses, right before he died. Joshua recounts all 
that God had done from Abraham to Moses, from being led out of Egypt 
and slavery to this moment as the recipients of all that God had promised. 
In verse 14 Joshua says, “Now therefore…” referring back to all that God 
had done for Israel. He exhorts them to be faithful to God in light of his 
faithfulness to them but if they would not then they should decide. If they 
would choose God, then they must be faithful to all that he commanded 
but if that was not their intention then they should be honest enough to say 
so.  Joshua affirms, “But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” 



The people acknowledge that God had been faithful and therefore they 
would follow and obey because he was their God. Joshua’s response to 
them seems like such a paradox considering his exhortation to faithfulness. 

But Joshua said to the people, "You are not able to serve the Lord, for he is 
a holy God. He is a jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions or 
your sins. If you forsake the Lord and serve foreign gods, then he will turn, 
and do you harm and consume you, after having done you good.”

Joshua knew two things here; God is holy and not as easily served as were 
the gods of the foreigners; He knew Israel’s rebelliousness which had been 
displayed over and over again. It was one thing to be faithful to God when 
they were constantly at war with other nations and depended on God 
going before them in battle but now they were the conquerors and would 
have a time of peace.

Joshua is not trying to discourage their faith, but trying to discourage a 
light commitment to following the Lord. They needed to be reminded that 
they were serving God under a covenant that promised they would be 
cursed for disobedience. God had offered them the blessings that a king 
would afford his children, but those blessings were to be in response to 
their covenant faithfulness to their Father, the king.

It was the same type of warning that Jesus gave in Luke 14, the 
commitment would need to be total or they would never be able to live up 
to their promise. Any compromise would lead to sin and unfaithfulness in 
the same way that a small hole in a dike will lead to a rupture of water 
eventually. 

Dear brothers and sisters, haven’t we seen what happens when Christians 
compromise with the fallen world, all for the sake of unity? Jesus warned 
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the disciples about compromising with the world and the corrupted views 
of the Pharisees in Mark 8:15, 

And he cautioned them, saying, “Watch out; beware of the leaven of the 
Pharisees and the leaven of Herod.” 

And the Apostle Paul warned in Galatians 5:9, 

A little leaven leavens the whole lump.

Joshua knew how prone Israel was to compromise with the surrounding 
nations and he strongly warns them as Moses did when giving the law at 
Sinai.

Israel insists that they will serve the Lord no matter what and Joshua 
basically says, “Okay, I hear you and so does God. You are witnesses 
against yourself that you have chosen to serve him." And they said, "We are 
witnesses.” The first sign that they have no real idea what they are saying is 
in Joshua’s next response, “Then put away the foreign gods that are among 
you, and incline your heart to the Lord, the God of Israel.” The very 
foundation of God’s law through Moses was Exodus 20:3, “You shall have 
no other gods before me.” You can bet that they knew this very well as 
Moses had drummed it into their heads since the law had been given on 
Mount Sinai over 40 years earlier. I would venture to guess that many in 
Israel still did not accept Yahweh as the only God and they were hedging 
their bets in case the other gods of the nations might serve them well. 

When I was in Nepal in March there were Buddhist prayer flags and Hindu 
shrines everywhere making offerings and prayers to the millions upon 
millions of false gods they believe might be listening. Joshua was exhorting 
Israel to stop hedging their bets, they either believed that Israel’s God was 
the only God and that he was worthy of their praise, honor and obedience 



or he wasn’t. It couldn’t be both ways and if they continued in their sin and 
rebellion, God would respond with judgment. 

In our Psalm this morning King David displays right thinking in his song 
of praise. Psalm 16 begins with, 

Preserve me, O God, for in you I take refuge. I say to the Lord, ‘You are my 
Lord, I have no good apart from you'….The sorrows of those who run after 
another god shall multiply; their drink offerings of blood I will not pour 
out or take their names on my lips.

Our gospel reading for this morning is a continuation of our gospel reading 
from last week. Jesus told the crowd in John 6:53–56, 

So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of 
the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 54 Whoever 
feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him 
up on the last day. 55 For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink. 
56 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in 
him.” 

Jesus knew the effect that this would have upon the crowd, but he was 
teaching him about the level of commitment that he was making on their 
behalf. Jesus was going to offer his body as a living sacrifice for the sins of 
the world and the only way to benefit from his sacrifice would be to 
partake of his body and blood by faith. We saw last week that Jesus is 
inviting those who come to him by faith to participate in the shared life that 
his death would make possible. By using the language of “eating and 
drinking” Jesus chooses a very graphic way of revealing that we must take 
him into our innermost being as we become one with Jesus and the Father.

In our gospel reading this morning it says in verse 60, 



…when many of his disciples heard it, they said, "This is a hard saying, 
who can listen to it?” Jesus responds to their judgment; "Do you take 
offence at this? The what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to 
where he was before? It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is no help at 
all. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. 64 But there are 
some of you who do not believe.” (For Jesus knew from the beginning who 
those were who did not believe, and who it was who would betray him.) 

They are grumbling like the others had done earlier in the chapter and like 
Israel had done in the wilderness. Instead of cutting them slack, Jesus 
confronts them with their response by asking, Does this offend you?  Here 
we see the light exposing the darkness. Their offense is the opposite of 
faith, and Jesus makes sure they realize what they are saying. This question 
searches the soul of each of us. Do we find any of Jesus' teachings 
offensive? What causes us to stumble? There are a lot of things Jesus taught 
that confront and convict each of us, but those who realize who Jesus is, 
those who have faith, trust in him even when his teachings or his ways are 
confusing and uncompromising.

In fact, none of Jesus' teaching makes sense unless we realize who he really 
is. He says as much in the verses that follow about the Son of Man (v. 62), 
yet he is speaking very cryptically when he refers to the ascension of the 
Son of Man to where he was before. A reference to preexistence, mingled 
with the reference from Daniel’s vision in Daniel 7 would be very hard to 
grasp. The one standing before them was claiming to be a person beyond 
their imagination. The strangeness of his reference to eating his flesh and 
drinking his blood is matched by the claims he is making about himself. In 
a sense he is saying, "You haven't seen anything yet. There will be plenty 
more to come that will be offensive to fallen human reason." For the ascent 
of the Son of Man to where he was before begins with the cross (cf. 3:14), 
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the ultimate source of offense. If they are offended by this talk about eating 
his flesh and drinking his blood, how will they be able to tolerate the cross, 
which lies behind Jesus' talk of giving his flesh and blood?

This proved to be too much for most of them and verse 66 says, “After this 
many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with him.”

Dr. Rod Whitacre in his IVP Commentary on the Gospel of John makes this 
observation, 

What is the relationship between being in the church and being, in 
fact, a Christian? This question has exercised the church from the 
beginning, as it did Judaism before. The issue arose in Jesus' own 
ministry, for these people who have difficulty with Jesus' teaching 
and who end up turning away from him are called his disciples (vv. 
60, 66). They were disciples in the sense of having come to Jesus and 
heard his teaching. But this level of discipleship would not count 
for much in the end. The soil in their hearts was not such that Jesus' 
seed could take root and produce fruit.

According to a 2015 Gallup poll, 75% of Americans identify themselves 
with the Christian religion. I have often wondered what percentage of 
those who are actually involved in a local congregation are actually 
committed to living for Jesus Christ. 

In our passages from John 6, hundreds have been following Jesus listening 
to his teachings and observing his miracles but in the final verses of chapter 
6:67–69 there are only the 12 left. 

So Jesus said to the twelve, “Do you want to go away as well?” 68 Simon 
Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of 
eternal life, 69 and we have believed, and have come to know, that you are 
the Holy One of God.”



The 12 have been there and heard the same words of Jesus and I guarantee 
you that they didn’t understand what Jesus was talking about any more 
than the ones who left. The difference is in the reason that they were 
following him. They believed Jesus to be the Messiah and they were going 
to hang in there because of who they knew him to be. 

When we read the Book of Acts, the Epistle’s and books on church history, 
we find that these men and women who hung in there were the foundation 
of the church of Jesus Christ. They lived and died for him because they 
loved him and knew that nothing this world had to offer could compare to 
the relationship they had with Jesus for all eternity. They counted the cost 
and decided it to be well worth it.

What about you? Will you follow the Lord no matter the cost? Is Jesus 
worth it to you. Next week we will continue this question as we consider 
the Ephesians 5:22–33 passage which is very challenging in today’s culture. 

Let’s pray.
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