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I want to begin today by reading a quote from the Rev. Dr. Ed Loane from 
an article he wrote on July 4th concerning GAFCON 2018. His article is 
entitled, A Turning Point in the History of Anglicanism.

Almost 1700 years ago, on 20 June 325AD, 318 bishops concluded a 
very significant meeting. They had gathered in Nicaea because 
errors had arisen in the church which were so profound that they 
undermined the very foundation of the Christian message. Those 
bishops renounced the heresies and upheld orthodox Christian 
doctrine which had been revealed by God through the Scriptures. 
On 22 June 2018, 316 bishops (along with 669 other clergy and 965 
laity), concluded another very significant meeting. They gathered in 
Jerusalem because errors have  arisen in the church which were so 
profound that they undermined the very foundation of the 
Christian message. Those delegates renounced the heresies and 
upheld orthodox Christian doctrine which had been revealed by 
God through the Scriptures. Those in Jerusalem were gathered from 
around the Anglican communion and represented the majority of 
that fellowship. But as this was the third GAFCON that has been 
held, a justifiable question is whether this conference will make any 
lasting difference in the way the conference at Nicaea did?

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+24:13-35&version=ESV


I thought this a good and fair question to ask. The final point of his article 
was that as important as the Counsel of Nicaea was, it was not the end of 
the matter. The battle for the truth of God’s word continued and rages on 
today. Whether or not Nicaea or GAFCON matters has everything to do 
with God’s people being willing to stand and fight the good fight 
proclaiming God’s word in power and rejecting the watering down or 
undermining of the integrity and message of the  biblical gospel of Jesus 
Christ. That is the task before us.

Today, we are in week four of a five-week series on “Proclaiming Christ 
Faithfully to the Nations.” The entire series is a look at how Luke 22:66–
24:53 teaches us how to do that. Each week we have considered a portion of 
the Gospel text and each week has a sub-title to correspond with the 
message. This week’s sermon is entitled Jesus: Appeared and Revealed and the 
sub-title is God’s Strategy. 

So far, we have considered the necessity of teaching and preaching “God’s 
Gospel” instead of the social gospel favored by many churches. God’s 
Gospel is the good news of Jesus Christ, God in the flesh, coming to earth 
to pay the price of our sin and rebellion against God, by dying upon the 
cross that should have been ours. He took our guilt and shame upon 
himself that we might be reconciled to God and be restored to fellowship 
and communion with him. This message also includes that our response to 
this sacrifice must be that we come to Jesus in repentance for our sins and 
receive him by faith as our Savior and Lord. God’s word is clear, there is no 
other way to be saved and to reject this offer is to come under judgment 
and subjection to the wrath of God. This gospel proclaims that God, our 
creator is Lord of all creation and we can only approach him through Jesus 
Christ as our mediator.
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In week two, we saw that the church is “God’s Church” and it is comprised 
of those who have surrendered their lives to the authority of Jesus Christ 
and his Holy Word, the Scriptures. The function of “God’s Church” is to 
worship God and enjoy his presence but then go out unto all the world 
teaching and preaching the good news of the Gospel to all who will listen. 
We discussed how the cross of Christ is central to the Gospel because 
without it there is no sacrifice for sin and we are left without hope. We 
must preach that God has offered freedom from guilt and shame through 
embracing the cross of Jesus Christ. Sin, death, and Satan have been 
defeated and we must ask God to help us live like we believe that to be 
true. God’s church must follow God’s Gospel and we must see that it is 
preserved so that we might faithfully engage with our culture. 

Last week we saw that the resurrection proved to us that this is “God’s 
World” and because that is true, nothing is impossible. We must live as 
those who are resolved to do all that God has asked us to do in proclaiming 
the Lordship of Christ and the glory of his cross. If we move in faith and 
obedience, the God who does the impossible will move in supernatural 
ways in and through us too. We watched a very comforting and 
encouraging video of how God is moving in power throughout the world 
and we are invited to join in.

Today, we will add “God’s Strategy” to the equation and we will see it 
unfold through Luke 22:13–35, “The Walk to Emmaus”. We will set this up 
into five separate scenes in order to break it down and digest it. 

Scene One: Luke 24:13–19, 

That very day two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, about 
seven miles from Jerusalem, 14 and they were talking with each other 
about all these things that had happened. 15 While they were talking and 
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discussing together, Jesus himself drew near and went with them. 16 But 
their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 

This was the same day that Jesus had resurrected and was discovered 
missing by the women who went to complete the burial ritual. Two of 
those who had been followers of Jesus left Jerusalem to go back home to 
the town of Emmaus. They  heard from the women who ran back with the 
good news that Jesus had risen. If you will remember from last week, the 
angels told the women that Jesus had risen and reminded them that he 
had told them he would. Luke 24:8, “And they remembered His words”
was the “AH HA” moment for them and they ran back to tell the disciples, 
but they were not believed. During that time in the ancient middle east the 
testimony of women was considered unreliable, so we find the two 
disciples (it doesn’t say whether they were two men or a couple) heading 
home dejected and confused. Jesus walks up to the two, but they were not 
allowed to recognize someone that they had most likely spent a great deal 
of time with. We’re going to come back to the reason for that in scene four.

Scene Two: Luke 24:17–24, The Conversation, 

And he said to them, “What is this conversation that you are holding with 
each other as you walk?” And they stood still, looking sad. 18 Then one of 
them, named Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only visitor to 
Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in these 
days?” 19 And he said to them, “What things?” And they said to him, 
“Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a man who was a prophet mighty in deed 
and word before God and all the people, 20 and how our chief priests and 
rulers delivered him up to be condemned to death, and crucified him. 
21 But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides 
all this, it is now the third day since these things happened. 22 Moreover, 
some women of our company amazed us. They were at the tomb early in 



the morning, 23 and when they did not find his body, they came back 
saying that they had even seen a vision of angels, who said that he was 
alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it 
just as the women had said, but him they did not see.

Can you imagine being in New York City on September the 11th, 2001, and 
having someone walk up to you and ask, “What’s everyone looking so 
down about?”

You would be incredulous and not able to believe for one minute that the 
person could be unaware of the awful thing that happened that morning. 
Of course, Jesus of all people knew what happened in Jerusalem that day, 
but he was going to respond to their observation of the events. They reveal 
that their hope had been destroyed because they had hoped that Jesus 
would be the one to redeem Israel but instead he had been crucified. They 
would soon learn that Jesus had indeed been crucified and that’s how he 
would redeem Israel. They were so close but weren’t able to make the 
connection because they didn’t know their Bibles.

Scene Three: Luke 24:25–29, The Explanation,

And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that 
the prophets have spoken! 26 Was it not necessary that the Christ should 
suffer these things and enter into his glory?” 27 And beginning with 
Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the 
things concerning himself. 28 So they drew near to the village to which 
they were going. He acted as if he were going farther 29 but they urged 
him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, for it is toward evening and the day is 
now far spent.” So, he went in to stay with them.

This section is so important, and we really shouldn’t be to hard on the two 
disciples, because many today fail to see the value and teaching of the Old 



Testament and how all of the Scriptures are God’s story of redemption, 
from Genesis to Revelation. What Jesus is about to show them is how little 
they understood about the word of God, so they didn’t know what was 
happening. Jesus opens up to them Moses and the prophets. It doesn’t tell 
us what Jesus said to them but perhaps he began with their Father 
Abraham from Genesis 22. God tells Abraham, “Take Isaac your only son , 
whom you love, and offer him as a burnt offering on the mountain.” Abram
takes his son up on the mountain and even has him carry the wood for the 
sacrifice on his back and he says to the servants, “Stay here we’ll come back 
to you.” Hebrews 11:19, “He considered that God was able even to raise 
him from the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did receive him 
back.” In this one story it’s all there: the gospel. Everything the gospel
reveals to us—substitutionary atonement, the resurrection—it’s all right 
there. 

Maybe Jesus taught them how to read the law of Moses. He could have 
shown that He was the word through whom God made all things- it was 
he that had crushed Satan’s head. He was the fulfillment of Passover- the 
Exodus and the whole sacrificial system. He was the fulfillment of the law. 
Everything that the law and the prophets pointed forward to was realized 
and fulfilled in the Messiah.

Jesus taught them to read history. He was the true Joshua, which means the 
Lord saves. The true Samson who by his death had a greater victory than in 
his life. He was the true and greater David, who had killed the giant, 
Goliath with a rock and a sling, but Jesus kills the greater enemy—sin, 
death and Satan—with his life.

He taught them to read the Psalms. Psalm 22:1, “My God, my God, why 
have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from saving me, from the words 
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of my groaning?”  Psalm 16:10 (that Peter read at Pentecost) “For you will 
not abandon my soul to Sheol, or let you Holy one see corruption.”

He taught them to read the prophets, Isaiah 53:7, 

He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a 
lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is 
silent, so he opened not his mouth.

Maybe he showed them the point of the story of Jonah who was three days 
in the belly of the whale, but Jesus was three days in the belly of Sheol and 
was then vomited back to life. 

Zechariah 12:10, 

And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
a spirit of grace and pleas for mercy, so that, when they look on me, on him 
whom they have pierced, they shall mourn for him, as one mourns for an 
only child, and weep bitterly over him, as one weeps over a firstborn.

The whole story, the entire history of redemption- from promise to 
fulfillment, from the cross to the resurrection to its reality, from the hope of 
the coming Messiah to the arrival, death and resurrection. Every detail of 
Jesus as Messiah had been foretold in detail and yet they missed it because 
they didn’t understand God’s word. As we look back, we can see how 
obvious the prophecies were and how easy it could have been to see what 
was unfolding before them if they really knew and understood the law and 
the prophets they claimed to hold dear.

As Jesus spoke, they were mesmerized as God’s word unfolded before 
them, maybe for the first time. Once they entered the village Jesus acted as 
if he were going further but they urged him strongly to stay with them 
because it was evening. The phrase “urged him strongly” actually means to 



constrain, to insist. They didn’t want the conversation to end, so they 
strongly urged him to stay. Some have suggested that Jesus was only acting 
but I suspect that Luke’s point is that had they not invited him in, that he 
would have continued on. 

They were being given an opportunity to respond to the words of Jesus just 
like we are. Because they invited Jesus in, the guest became the host.  

 Scene Four: Luke 24:30–32, The Revelation

30 When he was at table with them, he took the bread and blessed and 
broke it and gave it to them. 31 And their eyes were opened, and they 
recognized him. And he vanished from their sight. 32 They said to each 
other, “Did not our hearts burn within us while he talked to us on the 
road, while he opened to us the Scriptures?”

It’s interesting that Jesus, who was invited to be the guest was the one 
breaking the bread and blessing it. That would normally be reserved for the 
head of household, but here Jesus who had instituted his authority initially 
in his earlier rebuke, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that 
the prophets have spoken!” He had become their teacher and in inviting
him in to stay and dine with them, they were showing their desire to 
continue the relationship that Jesus established on the road to Emmaus. 
The two disciples had not been at the Last Supper with Jesus and the 
twelve, so this meal is not to be seen as sacramental, but one of intimacy. It 
was here in the breaking of the bread that Jesus allowed them to finally see 
who it was that had opened the word of God to them. It was Jesus and I 
can only imagine what that moment was like for them, but we can get a 
glimpse from their acknowledgement, “Did not our hearts burn within us 
while he talked to us on the road, while he opened to us the Scriptures?” 
Even when they didn’t know it was Jesus, and though they didn’t believe 



He was risen from the dead, their hearts still burned because of the 
revelation of God’s Word and of Jesus, the Living Word of God. We see here 
a wonderful example of the work of the Holy Spirit moving through the 
living word of God. Word and Spirit working together to reveal who Jesus 
really is and it set hearts on fire and caused a response. Even though Jesus 
vanished from their sight, the sweet fragrance of his presence burned 
within them and that brings us to our final scene.

Scene Five: Luke 24:33–35, 

And they rose that same hour and returned to Jerusalem. And they found 
the eleven and those who were with them gathered together, 34 saying, 
“The Lord has risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!” 35 Then they 
told what had happened on the road, and how he was known to them in the 
breaking of the bread.

The two disciples who had been so downtrodden when they left Jerusalem 
to head back home to Emmaus, now hurry back to Jerusalem full of joy and 
with burning hearts. Like the women who encountered the angels at the 
empty tomb and remembered Jesus’ words, the two disciples now knew 
that Jesus has risen from the dead and now nothing would be impossible. 
There’s just something about encountering Jesus that makes us want to tell 
others. Even in the early days of Jesus’ ministry in John 1, Andrew met 
Jesus and then ran to tell his brother Simon, “We have found the Messiah! 
And he brought him to Jesus.” In John 4:30, the woman at the well in 
Samaria encounters Jesus and then runs and tells everyone in her town, 
“Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can this be the Christ?” 
30 They went out of the town and were coming to him.” The thing that
strikes me about the two disciples and the other examples is that no one 
directed them to go and tell of their encounter with Jesus, they did it 
naturally and willingly. Isaiah 52:7 says, “How lovely are the feet of him 



who brings good news.” You know what makes those feet run to bring
good news? Burning hearts. But when the fire has died down and become 
embers and the glory of the cross and the resurrection has faded, hearts 
stop burning and feet stop running.

There are two major applications that Luke makes in our passage today.

1. Jesus Christ is alive and is the Lord of all. Because he is alive, all the
promises that God made concerning him can be trusted.

2. We can teach and preach Jesus Christ faithfully from all the Scriptures
without fear that some no longer apply.

God’s strategy for the reconciliation of the world is that His Gospel, be 
faithfully proclaimed by His people throughout his World. This has always 
been and will  always be his strategy and it works for all people at all 
times, it never becomes irrelevant. If what we are teaching, and preaching 
does not change hearts and set them on fire, then something is missing- 
someone is missing. 

Is your heart on fire for Jesus Christ or has in died down to an ember? He 
wants to stoke it back up again today. I want to take a few moments for us 
to ask Jesus to rekindle the fire in our hearts that we might be those who 
long to tell the story of Jesus in our lives. There may be some here today 
who are still waiting for that story to begin in your life. Take this time to 
invite Jesus to come and change you forever. 

Let’s pray.
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