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Jesus: Tried and Rejected
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As most of you know I was recently blessed to be able to attend GAFCON 
2018 in Jerusalem. This was a gathering of 1950 Anglican delegates from 50 
countries that were comprised of Archbishops, bishops, clergy, and laity 
who came together to worship the Lord and proclaim that they were 
prepared to follow Jesus Christ at all costs. It was an important event that 
received world-wide attention (except the American press) because 
GAFCON, since it was started in 2008, has continued to grow in strength in 
response to the apostasy and liberalism that has infected some of the 
churches in the Worldwide Anglican communion like the Church of 
England and the Archbishop of Canterbury, TEC in the United States, ECC 
in Canada, and the Episcopal Church of Scotland who have bowed down 
to the demands of a godless culture. 

The leadership within these national churches has decided that the Bible is 
not God’s final word and it has become culturally irrelevant and therefore 
have also walked away from the biblical witness of historic Anglicanism. 
The theme of the conference was “Proclaiming Christ faithfully to the 
Nations” and each day of the conference dealt with a different sub-theme 
to compliment the overall theme of the conference. I decided to follow 
those sub-themes in a five-week sermon series whose primary focus will be 
on equipping us to think more intentionally about the mission given to the 
church to faithfully proclaim the good news of the gospel both locally and 
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around the world. I am excited about this series and my prayer is that God 
will enable us to experience the same passion and purpose that the Holy 
Spirit revealed to those at GAFCON two weeks ago.

Over the five-week series we will be following the Gospel story from 
Luke’s account in Luke 22:66 to 24:53 and hopefully we will see how this 
impacts the way we faithfully proclaim Jesus to the nations. It will not be 
my intention in this series to unpack all that this section can teach us but to 
focus on the heart of the gospel message through the story, from the arrest 
of Jesus through his ascension. I believe that it will show us the proper 
emphasis of the gospel as well as expose how many professing Christians 
are now teaching a false gospel that is based on lies or half-truths and 
therefore will not bring the lost to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.

I chose our Old Testament reading from Habakkuk 3:17–18 as an over-all 
principle to lay down for this series. Let me read it again and explain: 

Though the fig tree should not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines, the 
produce of the olive fail, and the fields yield no food, the flock be cut off 
from the fold and there be no herd in the stalls, 18 yet I will rejoice in the 
Lord; I will take joy in the God of my salvation.

The prophet Habakkuk was a man with a burning passion for the honor of 
his Holy God. In the verses that we just read he is proclaiming in advance 
of the future times when there would be agricultural and national 
calamities, when God’s people would experience hunger and poverty, the 
prophet would trust in God and his hope would not be diminished. His 
belief in God’s mercy and word had transformed his fear of the future and 
gave him the desire to rejoice in his Savior-God. It wouldn’t matter what 
was happening around him, it would not affect his love and trust of God. 
It’s much like the Apostle Paul’s declaration in Romans 8:35–39 where he 
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testified that he was convinced that nothing could separate us from the 
love of God. Nothing. It’s that kind of commitment that I hope we will 
bring to the proclamation of the Gospel and the building up of God’s 
kingdom here on Earth. Once we encounter Jesus Christ as Savior and 
Lord, nothing else should be as important as him, no matter what is going 
on around us, even when it leads to severe persecution.  

As I shared with you last week, I became acquainted with men and women 
at GAFCON who have lost a great deal because of their faithfulness to 
Jesus Christ but it didn’t matter to them because they have the joy of 
knowing and experiencing Jesus and the promise of God’s kingdom in the 
future that will be their inheritance. These were the ones who were 
teaching us how to be faithful no matter what and that was a powerful 
witness to me. So, let’s turn to Luke 22 and today’s section of Luke is 
entitled, “Jesus Tried and Rejected”. 

In Luke 22:66–71 Jesus is standing before the council of elders—the 
Sanhedrin. They had arrested him at night which was illegal by their own 
law, but they could not have an official trial until daybreak. Anything that 
was done prior to that was unofficial. The beatings, mockery, and 
humiliation were not a result of the trial but of the deep hatred they felt 
towards Jesus and the claims that he made about himself. The trial would 
come in two main stages: the Jews tried Jesus before the Sanhedrin to 
convict him of blasphemy which by their laws was deserving of death, but 
then they would need to take him to a Roman court because only the 
Roman courts could execute him. The Jews sought to get Jesus to implicate 
himself, but he was unwilling to do so. However, he did tell them that a 
change was coming and that he would be exalted to the place of highest 
honor in Heaven. That was enough to send them into a rage of hatred.



Now let’s consider what is really going on here. Remember that Jesus was 
the eternal Son of God who had condescended to come down from Heaven 
and be born of a human woman in order to become one of us. Paul wrote in 
Philippians 2:6–8, 

Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with 
God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a 
servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human 
form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even 
death on a cross.

What Jesus did, he did on purpose because of God’s great love for his 
creation and his desire that they be reconciled to him. So, as Jesus stood 
before the Sanhedrin, he knew precisely who he was and what he said 
about himself was absolutely true. Most of the Pharisees did not believe 
him but hated him passionately, even though he had continually 
demonstrated through miraculous works, healings, and even raising the 
dead that he was exactly who he said he was.

I want us to understand that there was another one in the room who knew 
exactly who he was as well, Satan. The very one who was the instrument of 
the hatred and unbelief of the Pharisees and elders of the Sanhedrin knew 
beyond a shadow of a doubt who Jesus was and he had known him long 
before Jesus came to Earth in human form, and he loathed him and hated 
him with a passion that we could not fully understand. He chose to attack 
Jesus by using the religious leaders of Israel, the very ones that had been 
looking for the Messiah for many generations. Satan had been deceiving 
them for many years so that they would not recognize the Messiah when 
he showed up even though he revealed in word and deed that he was the 
long-awaited one.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+2:6%E2%80%938&version=ESV


There were core elements foretold by the prophets that revealed that Jesus 
was the Christ. Everything about him was unique as Paul wrote in Romans 
1:1–4, 

Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the 
gospel of God, 2 which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the 
holy Scriptures, 3 concerning his Son, who was descended from David 
according to the flesh 4 and was declared to be the Son of God in power 
according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus 
Christ our Lord…

All the things that happened to and through Jesus had been foretold by the 
prophets long before but because of spiritual blindness brought about by a 
disregard for God’s law and calling on his people Israel to be a light for the 
nations, they could not see or perceive the obvious. Instead they perceived 
it as a lie and continued to embrace their religious practices even though 
the Spirit of God had long since departed the Temple in Jerusalem and the 
prophetic voice had been silent for 400 years prior to John the Baptist and 
Jesus. 

So, as we read this morning in Luke 22:66 to 23:25, Jesus was tried and 
rejected by the very ones who should have embraced him with love. We are 
able to read many, many stories of God reaching out to the children of 
Israel, providing for them, protecting them, and forgiving them over and 
over but still they were inclined to turn away from the very one who 
offered them life and blessing. Instead they craved the desires of the flesh 
that they observed in other nations even though it always cost them the 
inheritance given them by God. 

However, we must be careful in thinking to harshly about them because if 
we are honest then we must recognize that we are prone to the same 
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deceptions. In many ways the church in the West has tried and rejected 
Jesus Christ too. 

Last week I made the comment, “When the people of a nation walk away 
from God’s law and chose instead to follow their individual desires of the 
flesh, cultures crumble and society takes a seriously wrong turn. When 
those who claim to follow Jesus Christ are infected by the teachings of a 
wayward culture instead of the truth of God’s Holy Word then there is no 
longer a barrier or safety net for the culture.”

At GAFCON the churches in the West, both Europe and North America, 
were exhorted to return to faithfulness in proclaiming God’s Gospel, not a 
gospel that our culture finds unoffensive. When the church seeks to adapt 
to the culture then the culture infiltrates the gospel and it becomes another 
gospel, one in which no saving faith is to be found. The Gospel of Jesus 
Christ begins with the assumption that the human race is fallen due to sin 
and can only be restored and transformed through the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. This only comes about when there is 
repentance of sin and turning by faith to Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. 
Jesus said in John 14:6, “I am the way, the truth and the life. No man comes 
to the Father but through me.” To reject this truth about Jesus is to 
completely reject God. The Bible is clear that those who reject Jesus Christ 
as God and King will be rejected by God on the day of judgment and spend 
an eternity in Hell.

Many bristle at the idea that God would punish anyone for choosing to do 
whatever they want because they have not yet seen or understood their sin 
as offensive to a Holy God. We live in a time where people want options to 
choose from and the modern churches in our culture have chosen to 
accommodate the consumer by teaching that Jesus is only one of many 
ways to God. Friedrich Schleiermacher, a 18th German theologian and 



father of modern liberal theology, tried to reconcile the criticisms of the 
Enlightenment, that God had become irrelevant with traditional Protestant 
Christianity. He wrote that all religions are on the same mountain to God 
and will meet him at the top. 

Many churches in the West agree with this and teach a more optimistic 
view of man. He is not seen as fallen and sinful but, basically, he just needs 
a few tweaks here and there. The teaching of morality is substituted for the 
teaching that our sin is an offense to a Holy God and the only hope of 
restoration is through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The 
Gospel of Grace alone through faith alone is ignored, and men are 
encouraged to be true to themselves and rather than living their lives for 
the glory of God they should see that man is the center of his own universe. 
The result is that a gospel of inclusion without repentance has become the 
norm in many churches. The teaching of holiness is foreign to many 
because they are not being taught that Jesus Christ, even though he invites 
us to come to him just as we are, has no intention for us to stay that way. 
Jesus Christ transforms us that we might become more like him as the 
image of God is being restored. 

On Monday afternoon’s session Archbishop Nicholas Okoh made several 
quotable comments that I’ll share with you:

“The Gospel must not be distorted in order to take away the 
offense, for a gospel without offense is an empty gospel.” 

I loved this as Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 1:18, “For the message of the 
cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God.”  And Peter in 1 Peter 2:4;8, “As you come to 
him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and 



precious, A stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense. They stumble because 
they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.”

As a side note here… the Gospel is offensive to those who are perishing but 
that is no reason for us to be offensive in our presentation of the gospel. We 
should grieve for those who are blinded to the truth of God’s word and 
continually pray that their minds be opened, and their heart be responsive 
to God’s offer of salvation through Jesus Christ.

“Contending for the Gospel cannot be just maintaining my right to 
defend my views, but I must be willing to publicly challenge church 
leaders who have walked away from and contradict the gospel and 
establish the need to remember apostolic boundaries.”  

In response to the Arch-Bishop of Canterbury asserting that we can simply 
have good disagreement, Bishop Okoh said, 

“Good disagreement is like a slow solvent which gradually 
dissolves the convictions of the orthodox faith while all the time 
making them think they are holding to the Apostolic faith.”

Those who teach a gospel of inclusion are leading people away from the 
true gospel and they are dying believing that they are good with God when 
in fact they have rejected his word. The anger that many have displayed 
toward those who have chosen to remain faithful to the word and the 
historic teachings of the church reminds me of Jesus standing before the 
Sanhedrin. Jesus warned in John 16:2, “They will put you out of the 
synagogues. Indeed, the hour is coming when whoever kills you will think 
he is offering service to God.” 

I believe that much of the confusion and misery of our present age is due to 
the failure of the church to teach the true and life changing gospel and their 
failure to be engaged with the culture in living out the gospel. One of the 



greatest questions confronting Western civilization is “What does it mean 
to be human?” This has led to accepting the murder of the unborn for 
convenience sake and the argument that it is the right of women. Now 
there is the issue concerning confusion of gender and sexual identity. I 
believe that Satan is delighted in much the same way that he probably was 
as Jesus was rejected and nailed to the cross. He, too, was blind to what 
God in Christ was doing and never suspected that Jesus was dying to 
overcome sin and death and Him. The cross, a symbol of suffering and 
shame became the greatest symbol of victory ever known and it still is. 

The gospel of Jesus Christ is the affirmation that everything that needed to 
be accomplished for our sin and salvation was taken care of at the cross 
and the resurrection is the proof that we can now apply that truth. If we 
want to see our nation restored and people’s lives transformed, the Gospel 
is the remedy. We must have the courage to tell the story of the saving 
work of Jesus Christ on the cross and of God’s willingness to save and 
transform all who will come to him. We must resist the message of the age 
that teaches unconditional affirmation of who ever you choose to be and 
replace it with the message of God’s unconditional love that will not leave 
you who you are but sets you free from the bondage of sin and death.

Colossians 2:13–14, 

And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of 
your flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our 
trespasses, 14 by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its 
legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross.

This is the message that we are called to take to a condemned and dying 
people, that their only hope is to come to Jesus Christ by faith repenting of 
their sins and embracing Jesus as Savior and Lord. We must give our lives 



to this if we would see God glorified and our nation restored. If you are 
here this morning and have not yet come to faith in Jesus Christ, I invite 
you to bow before today. You will find that he has been waiting for you. I 
would love to speak with you about this after the service. 

Let’s pray.
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