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Blessed is the Nation Whose God is the Lord

Text: Psalm 33:12

In three days, on July 4th, our country will observe our nation’s birthday. 
We will be 242 years old. Our forefathers had in mind to create a nation 
based on the ideals of liberty, responsibility, godliness, and the freedom to 
become the men and women that God intended them to be. They had in 
mind that we would be a people free of the tyranny of those who would 
enslave us both in mind and spirit. On July 4, 1776, our Founding Fathers 
produced and signed a document articulating that this nation was 
declaring their independence from Great Britain but avowing their 
complete dependence on Almighty God. This Declaration of Independence 
began with these words that I know are familiar to most of us, 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created 
equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the 
pursuit of Happiness.

The Declaration ends with these words,

…with a firm reliance on the protection of Divine Providence, we 
mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes, and our 
sacred Honor.

They had come to a decision that they would be free of tyranny and they 
would fight for their rights to worship and serve their God as they saw fit, 



they very reason they had come to this new land in the first place. As they 
began to stand up for their freedom they knew that they could only 
succeed if they had the blessing and guidance of Almighty God. Every one 
of the signers of this document agreed on this premise.

As most of us are aware there is a strong disagreement among many 
modern educators as to whether of not our nation was founded on 
Christian principles. History books have been re-written trying to 
deconstruct and remove any mention of Christianity as the basis of the 
founding principles of this country. Unfortunately, our children are not 
being taught the truth about the founding of our nation, much less the 
truth about the creator God that our founding Fathers depended upon. It 
doesn’t take very serious scholarship to find the proof that we were 
founded on the Judeo-Christian ethic and were a nation built upon the 
truths and law of God’s Holy Word. 

It is clear that the Christian faith was the motivator of men in virtually 
every aspect of our beginnings. Let me give you a few examples. 

The Pilgrims who in 1620 landed at Plymouth Rock, Mass. on the 
Mayflower wrote what they called the Mayflower Compact, 

In the name of God, amen. Having undertaken for the glory of God 
and for the advancement of the Christian faith, do solemnly and 
mutually in the presence of God, covenant and combine ourselves 
together.

Just 23 years later as more people arrived on the coast of New England, the 
Puritans formed a confederation entitled, The New England Confederation. 
It began with, 



Whereas we all came to these parts with one and the same end and 
aim, namely to advance the kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
to enjoy the liberties of the gospel in purity and peace.

They had come to share the gospel with a people who had never heard of 
Jesus Christ and to escape the ungodliness of the Church of England and 
the culture of Holland. As the new nation began to take shape the ideals 
and values of the founders can be seen in the organizational documents of 
each state. The Delaware Charter defines the purpose of their Colony, “To 
further propagate the Holy Gospel.” 

The Virginia Charter guarantees the right of all persons to “live in Christian 
peace” and further instructs them to, “Propagate the Christian religion to 
such people who live in ignorance of the true knowledge and worship of 
God.” 

The Rhode Island Compact: “We submit our persons, lives, and estates 
unto our Lord Jesus Christ, the King of Kings and Lord of Lords.”

When I say that the United States was formed as a Christian nation that 
doesn’t mean that everyone was actually a Christian but that the vast 
majority believed the teachings of the Bible to be the only foundation that 
this nation should be built upon. 

A good example is Thomas Jefferson who was a deist and believed that 
God exists and was ultimately responsible for the creation of the universe 
but does not directly interfere in the affairs of the created world. However, 
it is reported that he wrote on the front of his Bible, 

I am a Christian, that is to say a disciple of the doctrines of Jesus. I 
have little doubt that our whole country will soon be rallied to the 
unity of our creator



Although not a Christian in that he surrendered his life to the Lordship of 
Jesus Christ, he saw the teachings of Jesus as the best way to live and form 
a government.

George Washington in his book of personal prayers wrote, 

Oh, eternal and everlasting God, direct my thoughts, words and 
work. Wash away my sins in the immaculate blood of the Lamb and 
purge my heart by the Holy Spirit. Daily, frame me more and more 
in the likeness of thy Son, Jesus Christ, that living in thy fear, and 
dying in thy favor, I may in thy appointed time obtain the 
resurrection of the justified unto eternal life. Bless, O Lord, the 
whole race of mankind and let the whole world be filled with the 
knowledge of thy Son, Jesus Christ.

John Quincy Adams, the 6th president of the United States, in 1821 said 
concerning the Declaration of Independence, 

From the time of the Declaration of Independence, the American 
people were bound by the laws of God and the laws of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ, which they all acknowledge as the rule of our conduct. 
We all came together to obey the word of God.

Out of the 56 signers of the Declaration of Independence, it is reported that 
53 were professing Christians.

Prior to the Civil War 90% of College Presidents were preachers of the 
gospel. Harvard, Yale, Princeton, Brown, Dartmouth, William and Mary 
and Columbia were founded by ministers of the gospel and aligned with 
church affiliations with the goal of providing a Christian education for 
youth.



John Harvard, a pastor in Charlestown, Massachusetts, and the man for 
who Harvard University was named, boldly wrote of the purpose for 
which the University was founded, 

That every student be plainly instructed and earnestly pressed to 
consider well the main ends of his life and studies: to know God 
and Jesus Christ which is eternal life and therefore to lay Christ in 
the bottom as the foundation of all knowledge and learning, and see 
that the Lord only giveth wisdom. To let everyone seriously set 
himself by prayer in secret to seek Christ Jesus as Lord and Master.

The official seal of Harvard was ‘Christo et Ecclesiae’ (For Christ and 
Church) but was later changed to ‘Veritas’ (Truth).

Actually, I could go on for a long time with examples like this, but I think 
you see the point. The influence of Christianity on our nation is 
indisputable and no one who seeks historical accuracy and truth could 
reasonably doubt it. As I stated previously, not everyone was a committed 
follower of Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord but nearly all acknowledged 
that God was the creator and ruler over all of creation and his laws should 
govern the affairs of men and governments.

We became a nation because men and women were committed to the ideal 
of building the kingdom of God here on earth, the very thing that Jesus had 
taught his disciples to pray for and they were willing to live and die for 
that proposition. The Declaration of Independence began with, “We the 
People…”, because it would require a people who were committed to 
something much greater than themselves as individuals as they 
covenanted together and declared at the end of the declaration, “we 
mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes, and our sacred 
Honor.”



The majority of people were not plagued with the self-centered attitude of 
only wanting what benefitted them personally but saw themselves as a 
part of something important for all men, women, and children—something 
worth living for and even worth dying for. The teaching of scripture that 
we are to “love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, mind and 
strength and love our neighbor as ourselves” made sense to them as the 
best way to live life in community. As always, I’m sure there were 
exceptions to the rule, but the vast majority lived like this and it made our 
nation great.

Much has been lost over the last 242 years because many if not most have 
forgotten or have never heard the lessons and wisdom of our Founding 
Fathers. These things are seldom taught in our schools. Instead the focus 
tends to be upon those areas of life back then that are not considered 
acceptable today. More importantly, however, most have lost the will to live 
and die for the building up of the Kingdom of God here on Earth. We have 
become a nation divided along ethical, moral, philosophical, political, 
ideological, and religious lines and this is true within the church as well as 
the unbelieving world. One of strengths of the Founding Fathers is that 
they were able to see clearly who the enemy was by looking through the 
lens of what they felt God was calling them to be. Anyone or anything that 
caused them to take their eyes off of what they knew to be right was to be 
avoided.

It isn’t my intention to turn this into a discussion as to the overall rightness 
of all their decisions but instead to point us back to the theme of their 
hearts which was the glory of God in Christ.

The model that they chose was not a new one but the very model that 
Jesus’ disciples followed in building and growing the early church. Our 
Founding Fathers were building on the shoulders of those who had 



surrendered their lives to the glory of Jesus Christ their Lord and Master. 
They had the Word of God to guide them because those who had gone 
before them had been used of God in producing the living document. They 
had the sense to realize that nations and people who followed after the 
precepts and teachings of God’s word would reap the benefit of God’s 
blessings.

Let’s face it, good practices produce good results, and this is true for those 
who choose to follow Jesus and for those who don’t but like Jefferson 
recognize sound guidelines. The opposite is also true. When the people of a 
nation walk away from God’s law and chose instead to follow their 
individual desires of the flesh, cultures crumble and society takes a 
seriously wrong turn. When those who claim to follow Jesus Christ are 
infected by the teachings of a wayward culture instead of the truth of God’s 
Holy Word then there is no longer a barrier or safety net for the culture.

Despite what some modern politicians, the contemporary media or the 
history revisionists say, America was not founded on the principle of 
freedom to worship any God but on the freedom to worship Jesus Christ. 
As God’s people we must see as our greatest goal the proclamation of Jesus 
Christ as Lord and King of all people and all nations.

I love our Old Testament reading this morning from Exodus 15:11, “Who is 
like you, O Lord, among the gods? Who is like you majestic in holiness, 
awesome in glorious deeds, doing wonders?” Or Psalm 33:6–12,

By the word of the Lord the heavens were made, and by the breath of his 
mouth all their host.  
7 He gathers the waters of the sea as a heap; he puts the deeps in 
storehouses. 
8 Let all the earth fear the Lord; let all the inhabitants of the world stand in 



awe of him!  
9 For he spoke, and it came to be; he commanded, and it stood firm.  
10 The Lord brings the counsel of the nations to nothing; he frustrates the 
plans of the peoples. 
11 The counsel of the Lord stands forever, the plans of his heart to all 
generations. 
12 Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people whom he has 
chosen as his heritage!

I can remember a time when the majority of Americans considered this 
country a Christian nation. I can remember a time when the United States 
of America was the nation who sent Christian missionaries around the 
world to teach them the message of hope only found through the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. I can remember a time when ministers were 
not ashamed or embarrassed to preach on sin and the absolute need of 
repentance or the dangers of rejecting God and spending an eternity in 
Hell. Now we are considered by the world an apostate nation and the very 
nations that we once went to with the Gospel are sending missionaries here 
with the same message for us.

I just came back from GAFCON in Jerusalem where 1,950 Anglican 
Christians from 50 nations gathered around the theme, Proclaiming Christ 
Faithfully to the Nations. We spent five days in worship and teaching on 
how we need to return to this. I met and heard from men and women in 
England who told of the crumbling of the church there. A hundred years 
ago England was a nation where the Welsh revival swept through Britain 
and churches there were packed. Now in London there are more mosques 
than churches, and more Muslims attend prayer on Friday than Christians 
attend churches on Sunday. We heard that in London 55% of children age 



16 and under are Muslim. In a democratic society it won’t be long before 
London will be under Sharia Law.

This story is being played out all over Europe and it can happen here to 
unless we wake up. Remember Jesus words to the church in Sardis in 
Revelation 3:2–3, 

Wake up, and strengthen what remains and is about to die, for I have not 
found your works complete in the sight of my God. 3 Remember, then, 
what you received and heard. Keep it, and repent. If you will not wake up, 
I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come 
against you.

We must remember what made the church grow and last over 2,000 years 
and what once made our nation great. We must repent and turn back again 
to following Jesus Christ obediently, no matter the cost. President 
Woodrow Wilson said, “A nation that does not remember what it was 
yesterday does not know what it is today.”

I do not believe that it is too late for us if we will turn again and follow 
Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. We must be a people of fervent prayer and 
devotion who are willing to live and die for the building up of the 
Kingdom God and the salvation of those who are lost. Remember the 
words of Paul in 2 Corinthians 5:18–21, 

All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave 
us the ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling 
the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and 
entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 20 Therefore, we are 
ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore 
you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 For our sake he made him 



to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God.

For the next five weeks we will be looking at what the Scriptures have to 
teach us about “Proclaiming Christ faithfully to the nations” and we will 
use to the outline that was used in GAFCON. Be praying that God will use 
us to bring revival and an outpouring of the Holy Spirit here in the 
Northern Neck and that he will raise up churches around this country who 
will return to faithfulness. This is the course that Jesus put his disciples on 
and he told them in John 15:18–20, 

If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. 19 If 
you were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because 
you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the 
world hates you. 20 Remember the word that I said to you: ‘A servant is 
not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will also persecute 
you. If they kept my word, they will also keep yours.

Last week, I met many Christians from around the world who have 
suffered great persecution for their faith. They testified that this had both 
grown their faith and also caused the church to explode in growth. As they 
were faithful to God, God has been faithful to them. Their joy was amazing 
even though they had lost a great deal. I want to share with you a short 
video about last week in Jerusalem.  (Gafcon video)
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