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God’s Power Is Perfected in Our Weakness

Text: 2 Chronicles 6:36–7:3 

The past two weeks we have been discussing how we are changed by the 
work of God in our lives. Two weeks ago, we saw how the relationship that 
we have with the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit changes how we live and 
how we think. As we come to Jesus Christ through faith and repentance of 
sin we are invited into all that Father has for us as children and the Holy 
Spirit becomes our guide and gives us the power to overcome the desires of 
the flesh and to accomplish the tasks that the Father has given us to do.

The reason that God invites us into the family is because he created us for 
relationship with the Trinity. It isn’t because we bring anything to him that 
he needs or that he is incomplete without us. It is simply because the Father 
wanted to lavish his love upon the Son and give us to him as His bride (2 
Corinthians 11:2). 

Last week we saw this reflected in the Father declaring that one day his 
people “will be betrothed to me as my bride forever”. We considered the 
heart of God as revealed in the 2nd chapter of the Book of Hosea. Even 
though Israel was being sent into exile in Assyria and losing all that God 
had given them because of their unfaithfulness, Hosea records God’s 
steadfast love for his errant, adulterous children. They had allowed the 
worship of Baal, the Canaanite fertility god to be intermingled with their 
worship of Yahweh, but God promised that he would one day restore them 
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to fellowship with him. Chapter two revealed the vulnerability of God as 
he professed his desire for his people to turn back in faithfulness to him 
and receive his love and blessings. His reaction to their unfaithfulness was 
not one of spite but of the heart of a loving Father who wants his children 
to learn through discipline. I confessed to being undone by the depth of 
God’s love and mercy and how it drove me to my knees in praise and 
worship and confession that I had so often misread the heart of God. We 
saw through Hosea that God longed for intimacy with his children then 
and that he still does. 

So, keeping these things in mind, today, I want us to consider how our 
Epistle reading from 2 Corinthians 12:7–10 should give us courage and a 
renewed commitment to move forward in the power and strength of God. 
We have already seen that we are God’s beloved children if we have 
surrendered our lives to Jesus Christ and therefore we have access to the 
power of God through the Holy Spirit and all the authority and resources 
of the kingdom of God. The only thing left is to choose to obediently move 
forward and we will see today that there are no obstacles to prevent this, 
except out own unwillingness. Let’s read again 2 Corinthians 12:7–10, 

So to keep me from becoming conceited because of the surpassing greatness 
of the revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan 
to harass me, to keep me from becoming conceited. 8 Three times I pleaded 
with the Lord about this, that it should leave me. 9 But he said to me, “My 
grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” 
Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the 
power of Christ may rest upon me. 10 For the sake of Christ, then, I am 
content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. 
For when I am weak, then I am strong. 

John Piper in his book Desiring God writes concerning this passage, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+12:1%E2%80%9310&version=ESV


Paul’s physical suffering—the thorn in the flesh—is called a 
‘messenger of Satan’. But the design of this suffering is to ‘keep 
(Paul) from exalting himself’, which never would have been Satan’ 
design. So, the point is that Christ sovereignly accomplishes His 
loving, purifying purpose by overruling Satan’ destructive 
attempts. Satan is always aiming to destroy our faith, but Christ 
magnifies His own power in our weakness.  

Paul’s insights into the true nature of his sufferings enabled him to find 
another reason to rejoice. When obstacles such as weaknesses, insults, 
hardships, persecutions, and calamities come his way, then Paul says he 
had an occasion to experience the power of Christ moving past his 
weakness to remove any obstacle in the way of his fulfilling the will of 
God.

There has been a lot of speculation about what the “thorn in the flesh” was 
and at least three possibilities are feasible: (1) Paul had a physical ailment, 
perhaps an eye disease (Galatians 4:15) or a speech impediment; (2) he 
spoke of continuing opposition in the church; (3) Paul pointed to some 
troubling demonic activity, perhaps severe temptation. He wrote in 2 
Corinthians 11:29, “Who is weak, and I do not feel weak? Who is led into 
sin, and I do not inwardly burn.” 

Whatever the thorn was doesn’t really affect the point Paul is making, 
which is that he had asked God three times to remove the thorn from his 
life, but God responded that divine grace was sufficient for him. God 
wanted Paul to understand that his weakness actually worked for Paul’ 
greater good because it was to God’s greater glory.

There are many stories in the Scriptures that provide evidence of this truth. 
Remember the stories of men like Jacob, Joseph, and Gideon who were put 
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into situations by God where they were powerless to deal with the problem 
before them. Their only hope was that God would move in power on their 
behalf and perform the miraculous. 

Jacob a deceiver and schemer finally came to the place where he wrestled 
with God at Mahanaim because he was so desperate for his blessing. God 
had brought him to that place of desperation to prepare him to be the 
father of the 12 tribes of Israel. 

Joseph was brought to a place where he had been betrayed by his own 
brothers, sold as a slave in Egypt, thrown in prison for 10 years but then 
raised up to be second in command under Pharaoh. God did all this to save 
Israel from the coming famine and to secure the line of Abraham. 

Gideon, the youngest son of the weakest clan in Manasseh was 
commissioned by God to deliver Israel from the hands of the Midianites. 
He had Gideon confront an army of 165,000 battle hardened Midianites 
with 300 men of Israel armed with torches and oil lamps. Not a great battle 
strategy by anyone’s standard, but God moved on their behalf and all of 
the Midianite army was destroyed while Israel stood and watched God 
route them. 

In every story it was through the weakness of men that God was able to 
move in power leaving no doubt as to who would receive the glory.

In our gospel reading we were reminded of a passage that we recently 
spoke about during the Easter season. Jesus Christ, the Son of God came to 
us in the flesh and dwelt among us and died on our behalf. He went to the 
cross, a symbol of suffering, shame and weakness. Humanly speaking there 
was nothing to hope for as he died upon the cross and was laid in the tomb 
but then God spoke, “Arise my love, the grave no longer has a hold on 
you.” Even Jesus in human form could not resurrect himself, it took the 



power of the Father through the Holy Spirit to do something that only they 
could do. The same one who created the universe from nothing except the 
power of his word, spoke again and brought life from death.

Paul knew all these stories and had personally encountered the risen Savior 
on the road to Damascus. He had been set free from the bondage of sin and 
the law and been filled with the Holy Spirit. At the beginning of our 
reading in 2 Corinthians 12:1–4 he alludes to amazing spiritual encounters 
in his life, 

I must go on boasting. Though there is nothing to be gained by it, I will go 
on to visions and revelations of the Lord. 2 I know a man in Christ who 
fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven—whether in the body 
or out of the body I do not know, God knows. 3 And I know that this man 
was caught up into paradise—whether in the body or out of the body I do 
not know, God knows— 4 and he heard things that cannot be told, which 
man may not utter.

Even though these things had happened to him, Paul knew that in reality 
he had nothing to boast about because all the things had happened to him 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, not because of anything that he had done.

The major understanding that we should receive from this passage and all 
the stories that I have alluded to today is this: God is able to accomplish 
whatever he wants by whatever means that he decides to use, and those 
through whom he works get a ring side seat to the miraculous power of the 
Lord and King of the universe. It makes no difference about your position 
in life—economically, socially, physically, but it is about the power and 
purpose of the God who wants to move in and through us in spite of our 
circumstances. We should realize that our stories can have the same results 
if we will step out by faith in the same obedience that others have shown.



This week I was thinking about God’s apparent desire to move in and 
through his people to accomplish his Holy will. This truth should stand out 
to us as incredibly obvious if we have read the Bible. God invites and 
commands people to do things that there is absolutely no way for them to 
accomplish without the power and authority of God. Moses could have 
stood on the shores of the Red Sea all day long holding up his staff and 
commanding the waters to part and in his own strength nothing would 
have happened, accept he would have looked really foolish. However, 
when he did so at the command of God the waters parted, and the children 
of Israel walked across on dry land. Not possible, according to our 
experience but Jesus said in Matthew 19:26, “With God all things are 
possible”.

Let me give you a tangible example of how we can accomplish amazing 
things by being able to tap into a power that is not ours.

For a long time, I have been fascinated with military aircraft. For the first 
year after moving here I would run outside and look up whenever I heard 
one or several pass over our house. I still love going outside and watching 
them practice aerial re-fueling. I’ve read quite a few books on fighter planes 
and have been especially intrigued with naval pilots who are based on 
aircraft carriers. Last week I asked Carl Smith, a former naval aviator, to 
describe what it was like flying an A-6 Intruder or F-4 Phantom off an 
aircraft carrier. The catapult system enables the plane to reach enough 
speed to be airborne by the time it reaches the end of the flight deck and 
goes out over the ocean. I think that when Carl was in the Navy the 
catapult was a totally steam-driven system that could rocket a 45,000-
pound plane from 0 to 165 miles per hour in two seconds. Carl told me that 
while he would be preparing for take-off that he was totally focused on the 
3–4 things that could go wrong because everything was going to happen 



very quickly. He wasn’t thinking about sports scores or a conversation that 
he had the day before, but he had laser focus on the moment. The plane is 
at full thrust and once the catapult officer releases the pistons holding the 
plane back Carl knew that he would not be in control until the plane 
reached the end of the deck and went out over the water which was only 65 
feet below… 45,000 lbs. can fall in the water really quickly, so he had to 
know what to do. However stressful all this was, it was nothing in 
comparison to landing the plane on the moving deck of an aircraft carrier. 
So many things outside of his control could happen. Carl who I’m guessing 
weighed around 200 lbs. was piloting an aircraft that with full ordinance 
could weigh 40–50,000 lbs. There was no way that Carl in his own strength 
could lift that plane off the carrier and fly the missions assigned to him. It 
was only when Carl learned how to access the power of the plane and to 
use all the systems that made flight and combat possible that he was able to 
be a Naval aviator. However, even when he was trained in all these things 
he was still completely dependent on the plane operating as advertised. In 
truth Carl’s control was limited even though he was most likely a top- 
notch pilot.

Aircraft fail, people mess up and people let us down and sometimes when 
that happens it can be tragic. The end of 2 Corinthians 11, right before our 
reading this morning, the Apostle Paul acknowledged that situations 
happened to him that were painful and were not of his own doing. In 2 
Corinthians 11:24–30 he writes,

Five times I received at the hands of the Jews the forty lashes less one. 
25 Three times I was beaten with rods. Once I was stoned. Three times I 
was shipwrecked; a night and a day I was adrift at sea; 26 on frequent 
journeys, in danger from rivers, danger from robbers, danger from my own 
people, danger from Gentiles, danger in the city, danger in the wilderness, 



danger at sea, danger from false brothers; 27 in toil and hardship, through 
many a sleepless night, in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold 
and exposure. 28 And, apart from other things, there is the daily pressure 
on me of my anxiety for all the churches. 29 Who is weak, and I am not 
weak? Who is made to fall, and I am not indignant? 30 If I must boast, I 
will boast of the things that show my weakness. 

In spite of all these things he did not quit until they put him to death. Why? 
Because he wasn’t putting his faith and security on life in the here and now 
but in the Son of God that he had encountered on the road to Damascus. 
The very one who had sent Ananias to pray for Paul who had been blinded 
by the light of the Glory of Christ. Remember Jesus command to Ananias in 
Acts 9:15–16, 

“Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name before the 
Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel. 16 For I will show him how 
much he must suffer for the sake of my name.”

Paul had begun his journey with Jesus knowing the joy of encountering the 
Savior but also knowing the cost of following him. However, along the way 
Paul was used to accomplish tasks that would have been impossible for 
him to do before his encounter with Jesus. By the time he wrote 2 
Corinthians Paul had been used by Jesus to effectively bring the Gospel to 
the Gentile nations. Through Paul’s ministry thousands of those without 
hope had come to saving faith in Jesus Christ and many people had been 
healed of diseases or been raised from the dead through the laying on of 
Paul’s hands. Let’s not forget that he experienced what it was to go in the 
Spirit into the third Heaven, whatever that is (but I guarantee that it was 
really cool). 

I have often pondered Paul’s words to Timothy in 2 Timothy 1:8–9,



Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord, nor of me his 
prisoner, but share in suffering for the gospel by the power of God, 9 who 
saved us and called us to a holy calling, not because of our works but 
because of his own purpose and grace, which he gave us in Christ Jesus 
before the ages began…

For all that it had cost Paul to faithfully follow Jesus Christ, he still invited 
his son, in the Lord, to follow the same path of suffering. I guarantee you 
that it was because he thought that it was worth it. 

Brothers and Sisters, this passage is such good news to us all. We have seen 
that nothing can stand in the way of God using us for his glory and even 
using us in ways that defy reason or would seem completely impossible 
before. When Carl Smith and Howard York, also a former naval aviator, 
flew off an carrier deck they hadn’t turned into a transformer, like in the 
movies. They were only men who had learned to access the power and 
capabilities of their aircraft. That allowed them to do things that were 
impossible for them to do by themselves. That’s what God revealed to Paul 
when he wouldn’t remove the “thorn in his flesh”. In his weakness he 
would experience God doing things through him that defied what he could 
have done on his own. It became his way of life and because of that the 
churches in the Gentile nations were born and flourished. It was the secret 
now revealed of God’s power and authority that Paul had shared with 
Timothy and invited him to experience even though he was young and 
uncertain of himself.

Whenever I would travel to Rwanda to teach, I stayed at the Peace House 
in Kamembe. It is situated on Lake Kivu, which is a lake separating 
Rwanda from The Congo. Every night I could see lamps burning on the 
water which were coming from the boats of many fisherman who spent the 
night fishing. It wasn’t just the lights that told me they were there because 



all night long they would sing songs as they fished. I asked the Nathan 
Amooti, the Bishop of that province what they were singing about. He said 
that they were encouraging themselves and each other to keep fishing and 
not give up.

This morning we sing songs like “A Mighty Fortress is our God”; “There is 
Power in the Blood”; and, “Our God Reigns”. Certainly, we sing these as 
songs of praise to our God who is so worthy, but we should also be 
considering the words that will encourage us to not be afraid but to trust in 
God and his “wonder working power”. It should also make us curious as 
to what God wants to do in us individually and as a church. We should ask 
God to “rock our world” with demonstrations of his power and authority. 
The Apostle would have us know that whatever it cost us will be worth it.

Let’s Pray.
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