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Who Ever Heard of Such a Thing?

Text:  Deuteronomy 4:32–40

When I was in seminary there were many international students who were 
from different parts of Africa. I became friends with several and I keep in 
contact with a few. One of them was from Nigeria and he was there to 
complete his MDiv degree. One Christmas as he prepared to fly home to 
see his wife and children he asked me to take him Christmas shopping and 
he was very specific. He wanted to go to J.C. Penny because he had seen an 
ad that promised exceptional deals on marked down merchandize. 
Actually, I also ended up taking him to Walmart. Another fellow from 
Egypt went with us and asked that we stop and get something to eat. We 
were in a bit of a hurry, so I pulled into a Steak and Shake and went to the 
drive through. The young lady on the speaker greeted us warmly and 
asked what we wanted to eat. The fellow from Egypt ordered a combo 
meal but the Nigerian asked for a bowl of rice. I explained that they didn’t 
have rice, so he ordered the same combo as our other friend. 

As we pulled away from the speaker he asked me, “Who were you talking 
to and where are you going now?” I jokingly replied that I was speaking to 
a disembodied spirit and we were going to the drive through window to 
get the food. He asked how they would know what we had ordered, I told 
him it was magic, but he replied, “Is this a drive through because I have 
heard of such things?” He was fascinated with something that was so 
common place to me that I utilized them on a regular basis without really 
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thinking about the technology that made it possible. Now he knew about it 
to and it changed his perception of the world a little bit more. He could 
now remember the moment and tell his children about what he had 
learned. I could picture them being amazed and saying, “who ever heard of 
such things?”

I thought about this fellow this week as I considered our passage from 
Deuteronomy 4:32–40 and how it relates to our Epistle and Gospel 
readings. There are some things that we come to realize about God, that 
once we know them, it changes everything, including our response to his 
commands.

Let’s begin by considering Deuteronomy. This is the last book in the section 
of the Bible called the Pentateuch, which are the five books normally 
attributed to Moses: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Number, and 
Deuteronomy.

Deuteronomy was written as the children of Israel were preparing to enter 
the Promised Land. Moses was writing to the second generation of the 
exodus. Their faithless parents had died in the wilderness as a punishment 
from God for their arrogance and constant disobedience, but he had spared 
the children in order to preserve a holy people and to maintain the 
promises made to their forefathers. Moses was not going to be allowed to 
enter the Promised Land, so before he died Moses restated God’s law in 
order to guide them into covenant renewal under Joshua. He wanted to 
exhort the new generation to avoid the sins of their parents and to commit 
to the law of God so that they would experience his blessing instead of his 
judgment. What God was offering was his love and favor, but it would 
require that they remained faithful to his commands. Deuteronomy is best 
understood as a series of addresses from Moses calling Israel to remember 
God and their experiences under Moses’ leadership. 
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In this mornings passage he reminds Israel of all that God had done in their 
midst. Let’s read again Deuteronomy 4:32–35, 

For ask now of the days that are past, which were before you, since the day 
that God created man on the earth and ask from one end of heaven to the 
other, whether such a great thing as this has ever happened or was ever 
heard of. 33 Did any people ever hear the voice of a god speaking out of the 
midst of the fire, as you have heard, and still live? 34 Or has any god ever 
attempted to go and take a nation for himself from the midst of another 
nation, by trials, by signs, by wonders, and by war, by a mighty hand and 
an outstretched arm, and by great deeds of terror, all of which the Lord 
your God did for you in Egypt before your eyes? 35 To you it was shown, 
that you might know that the Lord is God; there is no other besides him.

Moses was asking Israel to think back to all that they had heard about God 
since he created man on the earth and to remember all that God had done 
before their eyes and spoke into their hearing. Had they ever before heard 
of any god who spoke to his people in such profound ways or who had 
rescued them from other nations like God done for Israel? 

Moses encouraged them to remember the experience of hearing the voice of 
God thundering from Mount Sinai speaking to them from out of the fire 
and smoke. Did any other nations experience their gods like this? Had they 
ever heard of any gods choosing a nation to show special favor to or who 
defended them from other nations? From the very beginning of time who 
had ever heard of such a thing and yet Yahweh, their God had revealed 
himself to them in so many ways in signs and wonders, in war. He had 
struck terror into the hearts of their enemies and with a mighty hand and 
outstretched arm had performed these things before their eyes. God had 
proven His love for Israel so many times and even other nations had been 
in fear of Israel’s army because of the favor of their God. In verses 36–38 



Moses reminded them that God had demonstrated his power and glory 
through his mighty presence and had driven out before them nations who 
were greater and mightier than they were so that they could take 
possession of all that God had promised to their forefathers, beginning 
with Abraham. 

Their response to all that God had done for them should come from what 
they knew about Him and what he had commanded them to do. There 
should be no hesitation on their part to follow God if they would only 
consider what he had already done in their midst and on their behalf. 
Moses sums it all up in Deuteronomy 4:39–40, 

know therefore today, and lay it to your heart, that the Lord is God in 
heaven above and on the earth beneath; there is no other. 40 Therefore you 
shall keep his statutes and his commandments, which I command you 
today, that it may go well with you and with your children after you, and 
that you may prolong your days in the land that the Lord your God is 
giving you for all time.

I recently read a quote written in 1687 by Sir Isaac Newton in his 
“Mathematical Principles of Natural Philosophy” concerning the majesty of 
God, 

Eternal and Infinite, Omnipotent, and Omniscient;… he governs all 
things, and knows all things that are or can be done… We know 
him only by his most wise and excellent contrivances of things, and 
final causes; we admire him for his perfections; but we reverence 
and adore him on account of his dominion.

Newton, a brilliant scientist, was bowing down to the God who is the first 
cause of all things and acknowledging that everything is under his 



authority and dominion, even those things that for him as a scientist were 
hard to understand. 

I think this is exactly what Moses is reminding Israel to remember as they 
enter into the land. Remember what you have seen of God; remember what 
you have heard from God; remember what you have experienced with God 
and remain faithful because of who God is. Be in awe and wonder that this 
glorious, all powerful and majestic God has reached out to you in love to 
establish a relationship with you as a nation. Have you ever heard of such a 
thing? 

Moses who had dwelt in the of presence of God on top of Mt. Sinai for 
weeks at a time, who had beheld God in his glory and lived, now stood 
before the children of Israel longing for them to be as persuaded of the 
love, power, mercy and character of God as he was. His was about to 
restate to them the law of God that had been given him by God on the 
mountain and they were to let it be written on their hearts, they were to 
teach it to their children and their children’s children so that Israel would 
never forget who their God was and all that he had done for them. 

As we all know, as long as Israel remembered these things they prospered 
as a people but when they forgot, it only took one generation for them to 
begin the decline and eventually become like the pagan nations around 
them. Their God ceased to be even a memory for most. 

They forgot but God did not. Because God remembered we are in the 
season of Easter and heading towards the celebration of Pentecost. We are 
celebrating the resurrection of Jesus Christ and remembering that all he 
taught about the resurrection and promised kingdom did come to pass in 
the sending of the Holy Spirit. There are striking similarities in the words 



of Jesus in John 14:15–21 and the exhortation of Moses in Deuteronomy 
4:32–40.

Let’s read again John 14:15–17, 

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask the 
Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 17 even 
the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees 
him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in 
you.” 

Just like Moses, Jesus is equating love, with obedience to his 
commandments. In verse 12 of John 14 Jesus had promised, 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works 
that I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I am going to 
the Father.”  

So, when Jesus makes the statement that “If you love me, you will keep my 
commandments” it is not so much a promise as it is a definition of love 
itself. Jesus is not really referring to his ethical standards, which unlike 
Matthew, John doesn’t list many, but it is to be the response to the whole of 
Jesus’ teaching, including his way of life. As the Apostle John would later 
write in 1 John 2:6, “whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in the 
same way in which he walked.” 

The model that Jesus had given his disciples was that he was completely 
dependent on and obedient to the Father. He had told them that he only 
did and spoke what he received from the Father. In doing this he is 
modeling the life of loving obedience to the will of the Father and that is 
what he is instructing his disciples to follow. Faith and love unite disciples 
to God and make it possible for them to do the “greater things” than Jesus 
as they will have access to all the resources of the kingdom of God. The 
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promise then is that if you will pursue obedient love then “I will ask the 
Father and he will send you another helper, to be with you forever, even the 
Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive..” Jesus, the divine presence 
on earth, was going to go back to the Father and be the human presence in 
Heaven on our behalf. The Spirit was to be the Helper as opposed to the 
enemy who was the accuser of the brethren. The Holy Spirit was coming to 
take the place of Christ with the apostles to lead them into a deeper 
knowledge of the gospel truth and give them the ability and strength to be 
the presence of Jesus to those around them and to continue the command 
of God for subduing the earth and having dominion over it. 

Jesus in coming to earth had ushered in the kingdom presence and through 
the Holy Spirit the disciples were to continue the mission that he had 
begun. The Spirit would also give them the power to overcome and 
undergo the trials and persecutions that would come in opposition to the 
divine kingdom coming to earth. Jesus tells them that they will struggle 
and it will happen because “the world cannot receive, because it neither 
sees him nor knows him. You know him for he dwells with you and will be 
in you forever.”

Again, we see a similarity between Jesus’ word in John 14 and the 
exhortation of Moses in Deuteronomy 4. Jesus was announcing that the 
divine presence would inhabit, live within those who chose faithful 
obedience to the commands of God. Now it would not merely be God 
dwelling in the midst of His people like with Israel in the wilderness, but 
God dwelling within his people through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
God’s holy presence would now be within his people in a way never before 
known or conceived, who had ever imagined or heard of such a thing? 

The next statement firms up the relationship with the Father that Jesus is 
securing for them. Let’s read John 14:18–20, 



“I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Yet a little while 
and the world will see me no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you 
also will live. 20 In that day you will know that I am in my Father, and 
you in me, and I in you.”

Some have suggested that Jesus is assuring them that he was not 
abandoning them as orphans, but would come back to receive them. I think 
much more is involved here. Jesus is the only way to the Father and 
without him they would be orphaned. However, he is promising that he 
will come back, not signifying the second coming but after the resurrection. 
It was then that he would impart to them the Holy Spirit. Then he would 
ask the Father to send the Spirit in the same power that brought about the 
resurrection and when that happened they would be united to him by the 
Spirit and come to share in him who is “the resurrection and the life”. This 
indwelling is what would enable them to do the “greater things” spoken of 
in verse 12. What had been true of Jesus would now be true of them—not 
that they would be the unique Son of God, but they continuing as those 
who were created would share in the divine life by being taken up into the 
Son just as Jesus had taken on humanity at the incarnation. Jesus then ties 
all this together by repeating his description of those of whom this would 
be true. Let’s read verse 21, 

“Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. 
And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and 
manifest myself to him.”

Can you see the promise here? Jesus isn’t suggesting that he and the 
disciples will merely agree on ideas or have similar feelings, they will share 
life together. The love is to be reciprocal: “he who loves me will be loved by 
my Father, and I will love him.” This verse doesn’t take away from the love 
of God for all his creation but speaks of that love in a powerful and 



amazing new way for those who are in the Son. They are invited into the 
same love that unites the Father and the Son. In his ascension Jesus will not 
merely be departing and returning to his previous life with the Father but 
will stay united in power and love with his disciples as they come into an 
eternal relationship with the Trinity. Again, this should cause us to declare 
with joy and amazement, “Who has ever heard of such a thing?” Who 
could have imagined that God would offer those whom he had created a 
relationship with him that is so complete?

The Apostle John affirms this promise 55–65 years after Jesus speaks these 
words. He had lived in the joy of the relationship with the Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit as it had been the source of his strength and power as an 
apostle. He had been used of God to grow the early church and could 
declare at the latter days of his life. (Let’s read again 1 John 3:22–24), 

…and whatever we ask we receive from him, because we keep his 
commandments and do what pleases him. 23 And this is his 
commandment, that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and 
love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24 Whoever keeps his 
commandments abides in God, and God in him. And by this we know that 
he abides in us, by the Spirit whom he has given us.

The apostle had lived out the promise of Jesus and the indwelling presence 
of the Holy Spirit for many years. It had caused him to be an effective 
witness to the saving power of Jesus Christ and to the Spirit of truth that 
indwelled him as an obedient follower of Jesus and his commands. He had 
given his life to proclaiming this message and I can only imagine that he 
felt the same way as Moses when he declared to the children of Israel the 
necessity of obedience to the commands of God in Deuteronomy 4. What 
John and Moses understood, they knew deeply and were hopeful that their 
readers or listeners would see the awe and wonder of their message. The 



news of God’s love and desire for a relationship with his creation was so 
profound and yet so life-giving that rightly understood would cause men 
and women to cry out, “Who ever heard of such a God as this” and bow 
down and worship him in faithful obedience.

The world needs to hear this message over and over again from those who 
have come to faith in Jesus Christ and been filled with his Holy Spirit. This 
Thursday evening at 5:30 we will begin a 5-week series on presenting the 
gospel to those around us. I hope you can be here as we explore this topic. 
There may be some here this morning who do not yet know Jesus Christ as 
savior and Lord. I would love to speak with you at your convenience about 
this the good news of the Gospel. Let’s pray!
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