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By What Authority Do You Speak?

Text: Mark 1:21–28

In the past I have wondered if I would have been successful in the 
advertising business. I love good ads, especially the funny ones, but I 
always ask myself the question after seeing an ad. Do I understand what 
they were advertising? I have seen many ads that make me laugh but I 
can’t for the life of me remember what it was that they were advertising. I 
know what it was that I found amusing, but it didn’t leave me with an 
awareness of the product or service they were selling.

There are some companies that have effectively established their brand. 
You recognize their logo or theme song, “Like a Good Neighbor State Farm 
is There” or “You’re in Good Hands with Allstate” or “Have It Your Way at 
Burger King”. They have done their jobs well. However, brand recognition 
only means that the consumer will likely be willing to take a look at what is 
offered, but it also means that the product or service must meet the 
expectations.

The area of brand recognition is also something that churches have been 
looking at for many years, but it often has been modeled after what the 
church shopper wanted in a church. In other words, it was consumer 
driven instead of the church offering what the person really needed 
whether he/she knew it or not.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%201:21-28


For many years the Willow Creek Community Church outside of Chicago 
was the largest church in America. They had an average attendance of 
35,000 each week. In 2007 Christianity Today did an article on something 
that Willow Creek had come to realize.

Few would disagree that Willow Creek Community Church has been one 
of the most influential churches in America over the last thirty years. 
Willow, through its association, has promoted a vision of church that is big, 
programmatic, and comprehensive. This vision has been heavily influenced 
by the methods of secular business.

James Twitchell, in his new book Shopping for God, reports that outside Bill 
Hybels’ office hangs a poster that says: “What is our business? Who is our 
customer? What does the customer consider value?” Directly or indirectly, 
this philosophy of ministry—church should be a big box with programs for 
people at every level of spiritual maturity to consume and engage—has 
impacted every evangelical church in the country. 

So, what happens when leaders of Willow Creek stand up and say, “We 
made a mistake”? 

In 2007 Hybels published a new book entitled, Reveal: Where Are You? It 
was based on a several-years-long study that revealed that providing 
programs and activities for the people at Willow Creek did not mean that 
they grew in their faith in Christ, it just meant that they were busy.

They realized that the emphasis should have been on how to develop a 
daily relationship with Jesus that included Bible study, prayer, and praise. 
Instead of offering programs they should have been teaching what it meant 
to have an authentic, spirit filled relationship with Jesus Christ.

If we are to have a brand it must include this as of first importance. 
Without the presence and authority of Jesus Christ and the power of the 



Holy Spirit moving within a ministry it will not accomplish the ministry of 
reconciliation with God and the transformation of lives from death to life.

Our gospel reading this morning gives us the perfect example for what 
happens when Jesus shows up in power. Let’s read again Mark 1:21–28,

And they went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath he 
entered the synagogue and was teaching. 22 And they were astonished at 
his teaching, for he taught them as one who had authority, and not as the 
scribes. 23 And immediately there was in their synagogue a man with an 
unclean spirit. And he cried out, 24 “What have you to do with us, Jesus of 
Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy 
One of God.” 25 But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out 
of him!” 26 And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying out with a 
loud voice, came out of him. 27 And they were all amazed, so that they 
questioned among themselves, saying, “What is this? A new teaching with 
authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him. And 
at once his fame spread everywhere throughout all the surrounding region 
of Galilee.

Jesus entered the synagogue on the Sabbath where traditionally there was 
not a regular teacher, but they had what was termed, “the freedom of the 
synagogue”. Any religious leader could come and teach or read from a 
teaching. It doesn’t say what Jesus was teaching but it does tell the effect 
that it had on the listeners. Normally, scribes would come and quote 
various rabbis on different subjects, but Jesus taught boldly as one who had 
authority, because he did. He wasn’t quoting others, but as the Son of God 
he knew what he was talking about because he intimately knew the one 
that he was proclaiming.



It’s amazing how confident you can be when you know exactly what or 
who you’re talking about. They were astonished at his teaching because it 
was so much different from the usual ramblings of the scribes. Jesus spoke 
as the one who had the authority given to him by the Father because he 
was submitted to the Father.

In this first chapter of the gospel, Mark shows that Jesus had authority 
because he was submitted to the will of God through baptism and he 
submitted to leading of the Holy Spirit in going out to the wilderness to be 
tempted. After that he began his ministry with boldness as we read in Mark 
1:14–15, 

Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, 15 and saying, 
“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and 
believe in the gospel.”

This was an incredibly bold claim to make and it had better be attended by 
more than reading what someone had written. Jesus began his ministry 
showing what the power of the kingdom looked like in reality. He had 
come to not only talk about the power of the kingdom but also to 
demonstrate that power.

We read of the effect of his teaching on those in the synagogue. He showed 
them what it looked like when the Kingdom of God arrives in the power of 
the word from God. I guarantee that one of the differences in Jesus’ 
teaching was not only in the power but also the content. Unlike the scribes 
he wasn’t merely reading and commenting on the law of God but 
proclaiming that the kingdom had come. There was something about the 
power and the message that stirred their hearts, maybe for the first time.

Jesus’ teaching didn’t just stir up the hearts of his listeners, it also caused a 
reaction within a man with an unclean spirit. What the people noticed as 



authoritative and exciting had been instantly recognized by the powers of 
evil. The demons of hell understood the authority that Jesus had over them. 
They knew that Satan had failed to tempt Jesus in the wilderness and had 
been commanded to leave by Jesus. They knew the conflict and both sides 
recognized one another. They could not help but react to the power and the 
authority of Jesus as they cry out from within the man, “what have you to 
do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who 
you are—the Holy One of God.”

They know the nature of the conflict and they know this is a battle for 
survival. The unclean spirit recognizes Jesus’ purpose in coming and cries 
out what he knows to be true. Jesus had come to destroy evil and the spirit 
affirms his Messianic standing and that he was indeed the Son of God. 
Jesus commands the spirit to “Be silent and come Out of him”, 
distinguishing the spirit from the man himself. The result being that the 
spirit in hateful obedience shakes the man and with a scream comes out of 
him. The man is instantly set free from the bondage of spiritual darkness.

Mark doesn’t say anything more about the man because his goal in writing 
the story is to point us to the power and authority of Jesus, the Son of God. 
Again, the people are blown away by this display of power and authority 
and they marvel among themselves, “What is this? A new teaching with 
authority! He commands even the unclean spirits and they obey him.” 

One of the points that I find interesting is that this man was in the 
synagogue. Had he been there all along? Did he come often? Could it be 
that there had never been a reason for the unclean spirit within him to react 
because the power and authority of God had never shown up in their 
midst before? No wonder Jesus’ fame spread all around the region. The 
promised one who came to bring freedom from death and bondage had 
arrived to set up His kingdom here on earth. There had to be an awareness 



or awakening inside of everyone who heard and saw his glory. That 
awareness was within the spirit and it called out for them to notice and 
respond to the presence of God.  

If you carefully study the Gospel of Mark, you will notice that unlike the 
other gospel writers he doesn’t focus on the details of events themselves 
but on their meaning. There aren’t a lot of details in this gospel because for 
Mark they were unnecessary to the point of the story. He was writing to 
show that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God who came to fight a struggle 
to the death against the power of evil in every form and that his authority 
assures his victory.

In the gospel accounts we learn that Jesus overcame every adversity that 
we could be confronted with including sickness and even death. Those 
things are a present reality in this world but if we are in Christ they are not 
our master, they have no authority over us spiritually even though they can 
at times take a toll on our bodies.

The greatest danger can be the spiritual warfare that sneaks up on us 
because our enemy wants us to forget the authority that we have in Jesus 
name. Often sickness is simply a result of living in a fallen world where 
things wear out and that is certainly true of our bodies. It is never helpful 
to conclude that the reason for illness both physically or mentally is the 
direct result of demonic activity, but Satan will often come against us when 
our bodies are weakened by illness in the hopes of taking our focus off the 
presence of Jesus and weaken us spiritually. We must be wise to his 
schemes and in those moments of physical weakness or pain call out to the 
one who loves us so passionately and is able to save and restore.

On the other hand, often people downplay the existence of evil spirits 
because of the over emphasis of some. I have known those who seem to see 



a demon under every bush and once a friend of mine was told that she had 
the demon of acne, which made her feel even worse. I told her about the 
god of Clearasil and that seemed to eventually clear things up. However, 
demonic forces are a serious reality and we must be aware that they are all 
around us but that the power of Christ has authority over them. It isn’t our 
power but the power of Christ.

Jude 1:9 says,

But when the archangel Michael, contending with the devil, was disputing 
about the body of Moses, he did not presume to pronounce a blasphemous 
judgment, but said, “The Lord rebuke you.” 

We often quote Philippians 2:9–11 and we should as a reminder, 

Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that 
is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

The demons of Hell tremble at the name of Jesus because they know the 
authority and power behind it. We should also be moved to praise and 
worship at the name of Jesus, the name above all names. It is the one name 
that no one can be neutral about. The name of Jesus always causes a 
reaction within the believer who is indwelt by the Holy Spirit, but it also 
causes a reaction within the spirit that resides within the unbeliever as 
well.

Several years ago, a fellow pastor and friend from Roanoke who is very 
involved with Kairos ministry told me about an incident that happened at 
The Red Onion, a level 6 prison. Apparently, Kairos had never been 
allowed into that prison as it supposedly houses the worst of the worst. 



Finally, after years of prayer they were allowed to come in to discuss their 
program.

They initially went to the prison to meet with the team and the prison 
officials. The warden was an unbeliever and thought it a waste of time and 
resources. While they were meeting in the administration building they 
had a time of prayer and praise in one of the conference rooms that was 
separate from the prison itself. While they were worshipping God and 
singing praises, they could hear barking, howling, and screaming coming 
from the prison itself as the power and authority of Jesus was recognized 
by the spirits that lived within many of the inmates. On the actual Kairos 
weekend, the Holy Spirit moved in power and many of the men were set 
free and I understand that the warden gave his life to Jesus Christ, too.  

The important point to remember about this Kairos weekend is that it was 
the power and authority of the Word of God and the indwelling presence 
of the Holy Spirit that overcame the spiritual darkness and bondage that 
held the men prisoners more than any cell could. In other words, it was the 
same thing that happened in our passage from Mark 1:21–28, and it had 
everything to do with authority.

A very sobering point in the gospel story is that even though the people 
were amazed by the authority of Jesus’ teaching and the authority that he 
demonstrated over the unclean spirit, the Gospel reveals that most of them 
would not ultimately be willing to follow Jesus as Savior and Lord. All the 
gospel accounts show that the crowds were willing to follow Jesus as long 
as he held their attention with miracles and they believed that he was 
Messiah who had come to conquer Rome and establish Israel as the people 
of God like in the time of King David. Once they realized that he wasn’t 
what they were expecting, most decided that they weren’t interested in 



what he was offering, and they turned against him. They didn’t like his 
brand.

Jesus had come to bring the Kingdom of God in all its power and glory, but 
it would come over a long period of time. In the meantime, there would be 
much work to do to establish that kingdom and that was also not to their 
liking. They wanted a messiah that promised immediate victory over their 
current enemy, Rome, but they soon found out that Jesus had come to set 
them free from the real enemy, sin and death.

They still didn’t like his brand and most people today don’t either. They 
want a god from their own imaginations who conforms to their desires and 
wants. Like children demanding what they want, while the good parent 
offers what they need. Moses had promised that a prophet like him would 
one day show up and they should listen and obey him. He also warned 
about others who showed up claiming to be the messiah but were not. He 
told them how they would know the real from the counterfeit.

In our Old Testament reading from Deuteronomy 18:15–22 Moses 
prophesies, 

“The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among 
you, from your brothers---it is to him you shall listen….and I will put my 
words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him. 
And whoever will not listen to my words that he will speak in my name, I 
myself will require it of him. But the prophet who presumes to speak a 
word in my name that I have not commanded him to speak, or who speaks 
in the name of other gods, that same prophet shall die…. when a prophet 
speaks in the name of the Lord and it does not come to pass or come true, 
that is a word that the Lord has not spoken.”



Jesus showed up as the fulfillment of what Moses had foretold over 2,600 
years earlier. The sign of a true prophet would be that what they prophesy 
actually comes to pass and the sign of a false prophet is when what they 
foretell does not come to pass. Moses was proven a prophet when Jesus 
fulfilled what he had foretold, and Jesus showed himself the true prophet 
when he foretold that he would be betrayed, crucified, and would rise 
again on the third day. He showed himself the true prophet when he 
promised that he would send back the Holy Spirit for those who 
surrendered to him in repentance and faith. This allows us to know that he 
is the true prophet who one day return in power and glory to restore all 
things.

In the meantime the Spirit would anoint and empower the believer to 
continue the work that Jesus begun and that included moving in the same 
power and authority that Jesus demonstrated in Mark 1:21–28. In the Book 
of Acts and in the Epistles, we see that the disciples and the Apostles 
moved in the same power and authority that Jesus did and that was their 
brand. The church grew in power and numerically because the Apostles 
didn’t dumb down the message or change it to become culturally relevant 
but stayed true to the purity and integrity of the gospel message. They 
soon found out that those who remain faithful to the Word and Spirit will 
do so at a great cost, as we found out years ago, because like in the time of 
Jesus most do not like the brand. Willow Creek found out that being seeker 
sensitive did not grow the church spiritually even though they looked 
amazingly successful in the eyes of everyone. 

So, what is our brand to be? We must be those who devote ourselves and 
our resources to the building of the Kingdom of God, here on earth. There 
is only one way for us to accomplish it and that is through being faithful to 



the proclamation of the Word of God as our authority and the pursuit of 
the Holy Spirit as our power, strength and wisdom. 

How do we do that? First of all we pray, and we pray, and we pray some 
more. We have been meeting on Wednesday morning weekly for two years 
and we will continue that. We must be a people who are in constant 
communion with God who is our source of strength, wisdom, and power.

Also, we are going to focus on training in the Word of God and in the 
proclamation of the Word. On Tuesday, February 20th there will be a 
meeting to rekindle the Christian Worldview Institute from 4–5pm. We will 
be discussing how we should move forward to prepare ourselves to be 
those are able teachers and evangelists. Those who attend should plan to 
stay for the Lenten soup supper and teaching. For more information see 
Bart Morrison who is heading this up.

We want to be a church whose brand is revealing the authority of God’s 
Word and the manifestations of the power of God’s Spirit. We want to 
model our Lord in his ministry on earth and declare that he is the only 
hope for all men and women, and that he alone is King of Kings and Lord 
of Lord’s. That is who we are, and we must be intentional about 
proclaiming. Whether or not they agree with what we stand let there be no 
mistake as to what it is. We stand to proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of the Father and we are those who follow him faithfully. Let us 
be bold in proclaiming that yet loving in inviting others to follow with us.
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