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How Do We Wait for Christ’s Revealing?

Text: 1 Corinthians 1:1–9 

I remember when I was a child that around this time of year my mother 
would bring our silver artificial Christmas tree into the living room and she 
would decorate it with different color bulbs, tinsel (that seemed to get all 
over everything), and of course the strings of lights that she would wrap 
around the tree. Then she would place a rotating color wheel to the side of 
the tree where it would alternate shining green, red, yellow, and blue hues 
upon the shiny silver tree. Then she would sit down and admire her work, 
even though she was not a happy woman, this always seemed to make her 
content for a while.

I loved to sit and watch the color wheel do its work and to think about the 
Christmas season coming soon. Certainly, as a child I looked forward to 
gifts but even then it felt like something more was going on. I didn’t know 
about the season of Advent, but I did understand what it was to anticipate 
something wonderful that was soon to come, and it always changed, if 
even for a little while, how I thought and felt about things. It felt like hope. 
I think it changed my mother’s perspective too, if even for a little while 
maybe she also felt a sense of hope.

It would be many years before I would have any understanding of the 
season of Advent and the important place in had in Christian tradition. It is 
the beginning of the church calendar and at Advent our year begins again
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— full of possibilities, hope, and the assurance that all that God has 
promised is true.

Today we enter the season of Advent which is the four weeks before 
Christmas and a time when we reflect upon the nativity scene of the Christ 
child in Bethlehem over 2,000 years ago. We reflect upon this solution for 
our sins and marvel at the God who loved us enough to come down in the 
flesh and live among us, as one of us. This is the season where we begin to 
reflect on the ramifications of that love and how it changed everything.

This is also the season where we remember the expectation and hope of the 
promise of our Savior’s return to restore all things and bring us into his 
glorious presence forever.

In my recent article in the Beacon I quoted Philip Pfatteicher, in his book, 
Journey into the Heart of God, where he writes, “Since the time of Bernard of 
Clairvaux (d. 1153), Christians have spoken of the three comings of Christ: 
In the flesh in Bethlehem, in our hearts daily, and in glory at the end of 
time.” I wrote in my article that I intended to focus on the second way this 
Advent season: how Jesus is in our hearts daily. I believe that this is the 
way that we wait with anticipation the coming of Christ, and how we 
remain faithful to all that he has commanded in the meantime. We should 
take the time daily to reflect on the hope of the resurrection and invite Jesus 
to remind us that because he resurrected from the dead, so will those who 
surrender their lives to him. In truth, this is how we should begin the new 
year and it should remain with us throughout all seasons.

This past week has been very difficult for us as a church family as we have 
had to say “farewell for now” to two of our beloved brothers, Laddie 
Townshend and Jeff Cerar. We join with Virginia and her family as well as 
Lynne, Marion, and their family in the season of Advent anticipating the 



day when we will all be together again in the kingdom of God. In the 
meantime, we must wait and that must be done by inviting the Lord Jesus 
into every area of our lives daily for healing, and the restoration of hope. 
Just like my mother’s Christmas tree gave me fresh hope and perspective I 
believe that this season of Advent can do the same for us if we intentionally 
invite Jesus into it with us.

The primary verses that I want to focus on this morning are 1 Corinthians 
1:1–9 but I want to begin by considering our passage from Isaiah 64:1–5; 8–
9. Let’s read that again, 

Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains 
might quake at your presence— 2 as when fire kindles brushwood 
 and the fire causes water to boil— to make your name known to your 
adversaries, and that the nations might tremble at your presence! 
3 When you did awesome things that we did not look for, you came down, 
the mountains quaked at your presence. 4 From of old no one has heard or 
perceived by the ear, no eye has seen a God besides you, who acts for those 
who wait for him. 5 You meet him who joyfully works righteousness, those 
who remember you in your ways. Behold, you were angry, and we 
sinned; in our sins we have been a long time, and shall we be saved?                                                                                                                                                    
8 But now, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our 
potter;  we are all the work of your hand. 9 Be not so terribly angry, O 
Lord, and remember not iniquity forever. Behold, please look, we are all 
your people.

Our passage here is part of a lament that stretches from 63:7 to 64:12 where 
the prophet is leading the faithful remnant to repentance and godly sorrow. 
They are calling out to God asking him to intervene from Heaven. This 
prayer is remembering how God had been faithful in leading Israel out of 
Egypt during the days of the Exodus. In their prayer they are remembering 



how even the mountains shook at the presence of the Lord when they 
camped below Sinai. Now they are wondering, Oh, what would it be like 
to experience God in his glory again. There is no God like Jehovah and no 
eye has seen or ear heard a God like him.

The prayer is that God will once again show his power and glory so that all 
the nations would know that he alone was God. The prophet is calling out 
to God to see that they are waiting on him and because of that perhaps God 
will act on their behalf because he is the God “who acts for those who wait 
for him”. He is acknowledging that they had sinned for a long time but 
hopefully God will see that now they are striving to be righteous and to 
once again love the Lord and his commands. Maybe God will see that they 
are helpless like a leaf that has no way to resist the power of the wind. They 
are admitting that they had been unfaithful to God and played the harlot 
with the gods of other nations. They were unclean like filthy rags (literally 
menstrual cloth’s which would keep them from coming into the temple) 
and even their outwardly righteous deeds were polluted by their filth.

God had hidden his face from them and their sin had brought about God’s 
righteous judgment. In their despair they wondered if they could even be 
heard when they prayed, and they fell down in weakness like someone 
who is melting.

It's verses 8–9 we find their prayers turn to hope because of who they knew 
God to be, “But now, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you 
are our potter; we are all the work of your hand”. This is not only a prayer 
of hope but a very bold one. Isaiah reminds the Lord that it is his nature 
and his way to show mercy because he is a perfect Father but also that they 
were but clay and God as the potter had made them. Just like a good father 
will never truly disown his children a potter cannot disown his pot. It is 
only there because he made it. It was Isaiah’s way of saying, “You’re stuck 



with us Lord.” However, then the prophet appeals to God for mercy and 
more or less asks God to forgive their iniquity and let their punishment be 
“time served.” He is saying “Lord don’t continue to remember our sins but 
please turn away from your anger and look at us again because we are 
your people.” Even though the prophet is waiting on God to move on their 
behalf again he is leading the faithful to actively seek the face of God and 
practice obedience to his commands while they wait. 

This is essentially the prayer of the Psalmist in Psalm 80:1–7, 80, 

Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock. You who 
are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth. 2Before Ephraim and 
Benjamin and Manasseh,  
stir up your might and come to save us! 3 Restore us, O God; let your face 
shine, that we may be saved! 4 O Lord God of hosts, how long will you be 
angry with your people's prayers? 5 You have fed them with the bread of 
tears and given them tears to drink in full measure.6 You make us an 
object of contention for our neighbors, and our enemies laugh among 
themselves. 7 Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may 
be saved!

Again, the appeal to God is on the basis of their relationship to him as their 
Shepherd. There is the hope that because of the Shepherds love of his sheep 
that he will restore them to past glories and will once again look upon them 
with favor so that they will be saved. Like our passage from Isaiah 64 the 
Psalmist is actively petitioning God to forgive and restore while they wait 
for him to do so.

It is this same idea that the apostle Paul presents to the church in Corinth in 
our epistle reading this morning. Let’s begin by looking again at 1 
Corinthians 1:1–3, 



Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and our 
brother Sosthenes, 2 To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those 
sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints together with all those who in 
every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord 
and ours: 3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ.

Have you ever had to make a phone call or write a letter addressing some 
serious problems, but you hate to just jump right in and start dealing with 
them? You feel the need to open with pleasantries and a warm greeting 
before you unload whatever is on your mind. I remember sometimes when 
I would call home to talk with Teresa and the kids that I could tell by the 
tone of her voice that something was wrong. She might be saying, “Hi 
Sweetie, how are you doing?” but it didn’t feel like that was going to be the 
direction of the conversation.

Well, if you have spent much time in the Book of First Corinthians you will 
remember that Paul is writing to deal with some serious issues and very 
grievous sin that had crept into the church at Corinth. However, he doesn’t 
start right in on the problems (although he doesn’t waste much time either) 
but instead starts by establishing his position as Apostle by the will of God. 
These were his credentials and the authority from which he would deal 
with the issues there. They were to see this letter as from God and receive it 
as his commands. Sosthenes was most likely Paul’s secretary who was 
writing the letter at Paul’s dictation. Paul then sends them a greeting 
acknowledging that they were not simply individuals but “the church of 
God”. They were a community of believers that belonged to God, so his 
desires were to hold sway over the life of the church. The believers had 
been sanctified, or set apart from the world, through their faith in Jesus 
Christ and therefore they were called to live pure and holy lives. They were 



called to holiness with all believers everywhere and this was not just meant 
for individuals but should be characteristic of the whole church. 

He gives them a standard greeting wanting for them the grace and peace of 
God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. It’s the next three verses that I 
want to focus on this morning as we consider how we are to wait upon the 
coming of the Lord Jesus. Let’s read 1 Corinthians 1:4–7, 

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that 
was given you in Christ Jesus, 5 that in every way you were enriched in 
him in all speech and all knowledge— 6 even as the testimony about Christ 
was confirmed among you— 7 so that you are not lacking in any gift, as 
you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ….

Before Paul launches into the long list of problems that have come up in the 
Corinthian church he chooses to focus on several feelings that he has for 
them and that there is hope for them. Let me stop here for a moment and 
relieve you of any anxiousness or anxiety that you may be feeling right 
now as you wait for me to reveal a long list of problems that I see here at 
Light of Christ. That isn’t what I’m trying to do here. So, sit back and relax 
and all will become clear.

Paul begins by letting them know that he always gives thanks for them 
because he knows that Jesus has imparted his grace upon them. Part of the 
grace and blessings that had been imparted was their lives had been 
enriched in “all speech and knowledge”. Chapters 11 and 12 of 1st 
Corinthians reveal that the Corinthians really prized the spiritual gifts of 
revelation and knowledge. Paul is confirming that the spiritual gifts that 
seemed to abound in the church at Corinth was an affirmation of the power 
of the gospel message that Paul was preaching. This was an important 
point because the Corinthians as a culture took great pride in human 



wisdom, yet the gospel was not based on human wisdom or pride but on 
humility and spiritual wisdom. 

It’s verse 7 that I want to be our Advent exhortation this morning: “so that 
you are not lacking in any gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord 
Jesus Christ….” Even though the Corinthians longed for the return of 
Christ in glory, they had been given all the gifts that they needed to equip 
them to live lives of faith in the meantime. Paul wrote in Ephesians 1:13–14,

In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 
14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of 
it, to the praise of his glory.

The Holy Spirit supplies believers with all that they need both individually 
and as a church as they await and long for Christ’s return. Paul is bringing 
this to their attention for two reasons: 

1. To encourage them to work diligently building the kingdom of God 
while they waited for the return of Christ. They had been given all that 
they needed to accomplish the tasks given them by God and even though 
there were many problems that needed to be addressed they should still be 
occupied by serving the God who had so richly blessed them.

2. Many people in the Corinthian church had grown proud of the gifts that 
were being manifested through them and had become spiritually arrogant. 
Paul wrote in 4:7–8, 

For who sees anything different in you? What do you have that you did 
not receive? If then you received it, why do you boast as if you did not 
receive it? 8 Already you have all you want! Already you have become 
rich! Without us you have become kings! And would that you did reign, so 
that we might share the rule with you!



Paul wanted them to not be satisfied with the progress that they felt they 
had made but to be hungry for all that God had for them. They needed to 
apply themselves to the task given to the church as they eagerly waited for 
Jesus to come back.

Let’s read the final two verses of this mornings passage (8–9).  

 Jesus Christ) who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, by whom you were called into the 
fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

The gifts of the Holy Spirit operating in the church at Corinth gave Paul 
confidence that God would keep them safe until the end of the age, the day 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. His confidence was not in them but in the God 
who is faithful, the one who had called them into fellowship with his Son. 
This is the same reasoning and hope that Isaiah had in appealing to God to 
have mercy and re-establish Israel as his people even though they had 
sinned greatly. This is also the same hope of the Psalmist in Psalm 80 where 
the truth that God was a merciful shepherd was counted on as a reason to 
hope in his mercy.

Today as we begin another year in our church we need to reflect on the 
God who has shown us so much kindness and mercy and appeal to him 
anoint and bless us with his power and favor in the coming year so that we 
can faithfully work revealing the mercy and power of Jesus Christ to save 
and the hope of the resurrection. We are those eagerly awaiting the coming 
of our Lord but in the meantime, we must use the gifts and resources 
already given to us to build the kingdom of God here on earth. Let our 
season of anticipation of Christ return be filled with our desire to reveal the 
glory of God to those around us.

 Let’s pray.
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