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God Is the Lord and There Is No Other

Text: Isaiah 45:1–7

Last week’s sermon was Part One of a two-part series on why we should 
not be anxious or worry about anything. For most of us that seems counter 
intuitive considering all of the things going on around us and often even 
within our own lives. We each in some way or another have challenges that 
sometimes feel overwhelming. 

This past week I read an article that I found very helpful entitled, 
Confronting the lie: God won’t give you more than you can handle, by Nate Pyle. 
The author, a pastor, wrote of some very difficult situations that he and his 
family were dealing with that proved to be more than they could handle 
physically, emotionally and even at times spiritually. The final take away 
that they came out with is that even though God will give you more than 
you can handle it will never be more than he can handle and that often 
seems to be the point. 

Difficulties teach us that God is our strength in times of trouble. Last week 
our primary passage was from Philippians 4:4–7, 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. 5 Let your 
reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6 do not be 
anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+45:1-7&version=ESV


God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Paul presents an exhortation to rejoice in the Lord in everything, be anxious 
for nothing and the promise is that the result will be the peace that comes 
from God and surpasses all understanding. To me that would mean that 
we would find ourselves feeling at peace when everything around us 
seems to demand that we freak out. That’s why it is a peace that surpasses 
all understanding; it can’t be explained any other way than coming from 
the loving heart and mercy of God. We saw the example from Isaiah 25 
where the prophet begins with, 

O Lord, you are my God; I will exalt you; I will praise your name, for you 
have done wonderful things, plans formed of old, faithful and sure.

This proclamation of praise in chapter 25 followed after Isaiah’s prophecy 
of God’s destruction of the earth and all of his enemies in chapter 24. We 
saw that he was praising God because he would overcome the enemy and 
bring blessing and peace to his people. He foretold a great feast for those 
who were the people of God and there would be a great banquet in 
celebration of God’s victory and the restoration of all things and we saw 
this same celebration imagery in Matthew 22:1–14 in the parable of the 
wedding feast. Those who had been invited but instead rejected the 
invitation were destroyed by the king and the invitation was extended to 
all men and women who would come in celebration of the marriage of the 
Kings Son. However there was one who had clearly not come out of love 
and regard for the King or his Son but only tried to sneak in for the blessing 
of the banquet. The fact that he had not clothed himself in a wedding 
garment meant that he was “cast out into darkness where there is weeping 
and gnashing of teeth” (13).
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In light of this principle, we saw in our Philippians 4 passage that God is 
King and sovereign over all his enemies and will always prevail over them. 
Paul was able to encourage the Philippians to not worry or be anxious but 
to simply trust God to accomplish all that he had purposed. Even though 
Paul was writing this letter from prison he was not anxious because he was 
following the will of God and that would guarantee God’s blessing and 
presence for eternity. 

He was definitely looking past his circumstances to the sure promises of 
God. His circumstances were to be expected as he was involved in warfare 
against the kingdom of darkness but he knew from God’s word and 
through the witness of the Holy Spirit that everything was going along 
according to the plan and will of God. Because of this he is able to testify to 
a level of peace that was well beyond understanding. He was sitting in 
prison and his body bore the marks of countless beatings and torture 
because of his devotion to Jesus Christ (Galatians 6:17) and yet he could 
write in Philippians 4:11–13, 

Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in whatever 
situation I am to be content. 12 I know how to be brought low, and I know 
how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of 
facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. 13 I can do all 
things through him who strengthens me.

To the natural man this kind of attitude seems not only impossible but 
foolish and unrealistic. Paul has not come to this conclusion through the 
flesh or because he has attained what would normally be considered 
success by most people. He has come to this level of peace and satisfaction 
because he is seeing through the lens of the Holy Spirit the blessings and 
promises of God and he is living in the comfort and power afforded those 
who will live by faith in God.
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Today I want to continue this series and I will primarily focus on our 
passage from Isaiah 45:1–7. Let’s read again verses 1–3, 

Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have 
grasped, to subdue nations before him  and to loose the belts of kings, to 
open doors before him that gates may not be closed: 2 “I will go before you 
and level the exalted places, I will break in pieces the doors of bronze and 
cut through the bars of iron, 3 I will give you the treasures of darkness and 
the hoards in secret places, that you may know that it is I, the Lord, the 
God of Israel, who call you by your name.” 

I find this passage very comforting as I consider all the chaos and violence 
in this nation and around the world. It reminds me that God is king and 
this is his kingdom and nothing or anyone is able to thwart his will. 

Isaiah is continuing a thought begun in chapter 44:28 where he writes, 

of Cyrus, ‘He is my shepherd, and he shall fulfill all my purpose’; saying of 
Jerusalem, ‘She shall be built,’ and of the temple, ‘Your foundation shall be 
laid.’

In the first verse of Isaiah 45 God is declaring by name that he will use the 
pagan king Cyrus to bring his people Israel out of captivity and back to 
Jerusalem to rebuild the temple destroyed by the Babylonian king 
Nebuchadnezzar. 

Perhaps you remember the Book of Ezra 1:1–4, 

In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the Lord by the 
mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus 
king of Persia, so that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom 
and also put it in writing:  
2 “Thus says Cyrus king of Persia: The Lord, the God of heaven, has given 
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me all the kingdoms of the earth, and he has charged me to build him a 
house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah. 3 Whoever is among you of all his 
people, may his God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, which is 
in Judah, and rebuild the house of the Lord, the God of Israel—he is the 
God who is in Jerusalem. 4 And let each survivor, in whatever place he 
sojourns, be assisted by the men of his place with silver and gold, with 
goods and with beasts, besides freewill offerings for the house of God that is 
in Jerusalem.”

Jeremiah points out in 45:1 that Cyrus is anointed by God to accomplish all 
this but what you may not realize is that Jeremiah prophesied this 210 
years before it happened, and yet Cyrus is able to proclaim that it was “The 
Lord, the God of heaven has given me all the kingdoms of the earth.” God 
poured out his Spirit and anointed a pagan king because he wanted to use 
him to deliver God’s people Israel out of captivity. 

God did a similar thing in 1 Kings 19:15–16 where he instructs Elijah to go 
and anoint Hazael king over Aram so that God could use him to bring 
judgment upon the house of King Ahab for his wickedness. However that 
was something that was going to happen very quickly as opposed to the 
prophecy of Isaiah that would happen verbatim 210 years later. In Isaiah 
God is not merely declaring that he is going to do a certain thing but he is 
even revealing the name of the one he will use. 

Ancient history records that Cyrus ended up being a mighty king who 
captured and subdued many nations. The ancient historian Herodotus 
wrote that “he vanquished whatever country that he invaded.”

David Guzik’s commentary on the Book of Isaiah writes, 

The armies of the Medes and Persians, under Cyrus, conquered the 
city of Babylon in a remarkable raid described in Daniel 5. 
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According to the ancient historian Herodotus, while King 
Belshazzar of Babylon held a reckless party, Cyrus conquered the 
city by diverting the flow of the Euphrates into a nearby swamp; 
thus lowering the level of the river so his troops could march 
through the water and under the river-gates. But they still would 
not have been able to enter, had not the bronze gates of the inner 
walls been left inexplicably unlocked. God opened the gates of the city 
of Babylon for Cyrus, and put it in writing 200 years before it 
happened!”

When Cyrus invaded the Babylonian empire and took all their treasure it 
had been foretold that it was the Lord who was giving it to him. Much of 
that treasure had been plundered from the temple in Jerusalem when they 
were conquered by the Babylonian king and could have been what ended 
up going back to replenish the new temple. Remember that Cyrus decreed 
that they “be given silver and gold, with goods and with beasts, besides 
freewill offerings for the house of God that is in Jerusalem.”

Cyrus most likely had no real sense that all this had happened because of 
the Lord’s guidance or presence but God made it plain through the 
prophecy of Isaiah that he was doing this for the benefit of his servant 
Jacob, Israel his chosen. God was moving through the reign of Cyrus that 
he might show kindness to the people of God, granting them permission to 
return to the Promised Land from the captivity that had been imposed on 
them by the Babylonians. Proverbs 21:1 says, 

The king's heart is a stream of water in the hand of the Lord; he turns it 
wherever he will.

Let’s read again Isaiah 45:4–7, 



“For the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, I call you by your 
name, I name you, though you do not know me.  
5 I am the Lord, and there is no other, besides me there is no God; I equip 
you, though you do not know me, 6 that people may know, from the rising 
of the sun and from the west, that there is none besides me; I am the Lord, 
and there is no other.  
7 I form light and create darkness; I make well-being and create calamity; I 
am the Lord, who does all these things.”

Ancient historian Josephus in his book, Antiquities X1, records that King 
Cyrus was given the scroll of the Book of Isaiah written two centuries 
earlier and he both read and believed that it would come about. He even 
declared in Ezra 1 that he knew that, The Lord, the God of heaven, has 
given me all the kingdoms of the earth, and he has charged me to build him 
a house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah, but history also records that he 
acknowledged and recognized many gods and was careful to pay tribute to 
other gods when he invaded their temples. He was Persian and they 
believed in a dualism in their concept of God. They believed in Ahura-
mazda who was a good god, and Angra-maiya who was the god of evil. 
The former created light and the later darkness. 

The Lord was declaring to him that he alone was God and there was no 
other. He alone was the Lord who created light and darkness and who used 
all things both good and evil to accomplish his holy will. Unlike 
Nebuchadnezzar, there is no indication that King Cyrus ever fully 
acknowledged that the Lord was the only God.

I guarantee you that most of the people of Israel and Judah who went into 
captivity were not thinking about this passage as they prayed for 
deliverance from their capturers. Instead the scriptures record that they 
grieved and longed to return to the land of their forefathers and to 



Jerusalem. They did not pay attention or were unaware of the promise 
given to them by God through the prophet Isaiah many years before. They 
had rejected their God, which was why they were in captivity in the first 
place, but God in his sovereign plan worked through the life of a pagan 
king to restore all that they had lost. This story should give us confidence 
too, no matter what circumstance we find ourselves in whether of our own 
making or not.

Our Psalm for this morning calls on all the nations of the world to proclaim 
God as their king and contrasts the lifeless idols that the other nations 
worshipped. I love this Psalm because the focus is completely on who God 
is and it is a call to sing a song of praise and adoration to the God who 
rules and reigns over all of creation. We saw last week that Isaiah dealt 
with the prophecy of God’s judgment upon the earth by singing a song of 
praise in Isaiah 25:1, 

O Lord, you are my God; I will exalt you; I will praise your name, for you 
have done wonderful things, plans formed of old, faithful and sure.

The theme of Psalm 96 is the same—God is King over all the earth and 
nothing is outside of his control and he is never undone by anything. The 
past couple of weeks as I have considered the issues of anxiety, worry, and 
fear I have found real joy and peace in considering the stories that we have 
considered from the word of God. It is good to know that others have gone 
through the same struggles that we do and have found God was up to the 
challenge. 

The thing is I still struggle with the issues of anxiety and worry but now I 
will focus on the issue of trust. If I believe that God is in control of all 
things then I should be able to rest and leave the running of the world to 
him. Right?  



What is it that God is doing to us or for us when we encounter suffering or 
grief?

There are a lot of things going on in our lives here at Light of Christ. Some 
of you are seriously ill and some are dealing with grief and depression or 
other things. We declared last Friday a day of prayer and fasting for God’s 
blessing and protection and as way of fighting back against our enemy who 
would overwhelm and discourage us. As I fasted and prayed I considered 
a song by Natalie Grant entitled, More Than Anything,

I know if you wanted to you could wave your hand  
Spare me this heartache and change your plan  
And I know any second you could take my pain away  
But even if you don't I pray  
 
Help me want the Healer more than the healing  
Help me want the Savior more than the saving  
Help me want the Giver more than the giving  
Help me want you Jesus more than anything

This song was a breath of fresh air as I let it sink in and provide God’s 
peace. The truth is that if you are ill and are seeking the healer you receive 
the healing that he has for you. When we seek God first above the things 
that we need from him then we get the true reward of a deeper relationship 
with him that is eternal, outlasting our frail bodies and short lives on this 
present journey. If our focus is on the Savior, healer, giver, and Lord, then 
anxiety and fear will slip away. 

We must be intentional about this and keep our focus on the God of our 
salvation. It is counter intuitive but it is where the peace of God that passes 
all understanding is to be found. 



Let’s Pray.
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