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The Time is Now

Text: John 4: 21-24

For a while I have been thinking about what it means to worship God and I 
have wanted to do a series on that topic. One of the reasons that I wanted 
to do that is  I feel that there is a tendency in the western evangelical 
church to approach God more as a friend and partner in our faith than the 
God of the Scriptures who invokes awe, wonder and who should be 
approached with a deep sense of humility. I think we often miss the 
richness of relationship with God because we don’t take the time to listen 
and experience his holiness through worship. I’m afraid that this leaves us 
with an underdeveloped understanding of who God is.

I don’t think that many people experience the depth of worship or the 
depth of the nature and character of God that is realized through worship. I 
remember reading C.S, Lewis’ allegory, “The Lion, The Witch and the 
Wardrobe” and coming to the part where Susan is talking to Mr. Beaver 
about Aslan. “Aslan is a lion- the Lion, the great Lion." "Ooh" said Susan. 
"I'd thought he was a man. Is he-quite safe? I shall feel rather nervous 
about meeting a lion"..."Safe?" said Mr. Beaver ..."Who said anything about 
safe? 'Course he isn't safe. But he's good. He's the King, I tell you.”  Lewis 
captured the very heart of worship in that example, God is not safe but he 
is very good and there is far more to him than we know.To make it your 
habit to seek more of God will cause you to want even more. If that isn’t 
true of you then you might not yet know the joy and value of worship.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+4%3A+21-24&version=NIV


I have wanted us to have that sense of the glory, majesty, holiness and 
power of God as we come to worship him together on Sunday mornings. I 
believe that we should arrive with the expectation of coming into the 
presence of our mighty King and should enter the sanctuary silently 
preparing our minds and hearts for worship instead of standing outside 
and visiting first. I believe that we should focus on this weekly but we’ll 
talk about that more when we cover corporate worship.

I have to admit that I wasn’t prepared for what God was going to reveal to 
me about the nature of worship. I humbly come to you this morning to 
begin a series on something that I knew less about than I thought. The past 
few weeks my whole concept of worship has changed and I believe that 
God is bidding us to come and see how it is that he is to be worshipped.

Usually, when I hear people speak of worship, it is a general statement 
about something that Christians come to do together at church. We live in a 
consumer society that shops around for the thing they are looking for and 
this seems to apply to worship styles as well. Worship then becomes an 
individual thing that accommodates the personal preference of the 
worshipper. I personally love our own particular liturgical style of worship 
and feel that it is grounded in the word of God and his Holy Spirit but the 
question that I have continued to ask is this, “what does the Bible teach us 
about worship?” 

I’m not merely speaking about when we come together corporately but 
how we live our lives before the God of all creation individually. If we 
understand how we are to worship as individuals then I suspect that we 
will have a much richer  experience when we come together corporately. 
With that in mind I want to begin the series by focusing on how we 
worship individually. As we go through this series together I believe that 
God is going to open us up to a deeper understanding of true worship and 



of what Jesus was revealing to the woman at the well in Samaria but we 
will look at that later.

My hope is that today we will begin to see that true worship that is from 
the Holy Spirit and grounded in the truth of God’s living word is more 
about the way we live than about personal preferences. I suspect that much 
of what is usually considered worship is shallow and emotionally driven, 
not necessarily bad, just incomplete. The time is coming where Christianity 
is going to be more and more unpopular, maybe dangerous and I suspect 
those who really understand worship will be the ones who stand. Those 
who are merely looking for the spiritual high will likely struggle and 
possibly fall.

I was reminded recently of Habakkuk 3: 17-18, “Though the fig tree should 
not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines, the produce of the olive fail and the 
fields yield no food, the flock be cut off from the fold and there be no herd 
in the stalls, 18 yet I will rejoice in the Lord; I will take joy in the God of my 
salvation.”  This type of relationship with God is not determined by 
circumstances but on a depth of relationship built around worship of God 
no matter what. 

We are called to worship because this is the only safe and humbling way 
for us as the created ones to experience the unchanging reality of the 
Creator who is holy and incomprehensible. Unlike prayer where the 
tendency is to decline from adoration to demands and from the recognition 
of the eternal to the concerns for the here and now, worship is to be the 
focus on our absolute need of and dependence on our creator God. It is the 
time set aside for deep admiration, the humble acknowledgement of the 
mystery of God and the opportunity for us to gaze adoringly as we seek to 
press into him as a child to his father’s chest. 
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Evelyn Underhill in her book, Worship, writes, “Worship, then, is an avenue 
which leads the creature out from his inveterate self-occupation to a 
knowledge of God, and ultimately to that union with God which is the 
beatitude of the soul; though we are never to enter on it for this, or any 
other reason that is tainted by self-regard…. By this door and this alone, 
humanity enters into that great life of the spiritual universe which consists 
in the ceaseless proclamation of the Glory of God.”

Worship purifies, enlightens and transforms every life that submits itself to 
being awakened to that part of us that was created to respond to the God 
who is Spirit and it reveals to us that we are in mysterious kinship with 
Him.  Worship brings out in us that part that reveals the character and 
nature of our creator, that part of us that is also creative and redemptive 
and it releases us from the bondage of the carnal nature that keeps us from 
knowing or even seeking God.                               

This morning I want us to go back and see how from the very beginning 
worship has been the goal for mankind. We were created to worship, to 
stand in awe of the one who created us and all things. In all of creation we 
are unique in that we were created in the image of God. Genesis 1:27, “So 
God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; 
male and female he created them.”

N.T Wright in his book The Day the Revolution Began writes, 

Like many scholars today, I understand that the idea of the ‘image’ 
as in Genesis 1:27-28, to mean that humans were designed to 
function like angled mirrors. We are created in order to reflect the 
worship of all creation back to the creator and by the same means to 
reflect the wise sovereignty of the creator into the world. Human 
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beings worshipping their creator were thus the intended key to the 
proper flourishing of the world.

Worship was to be a matter of gazing with delight, gratitude and love for 
the creator by using creative expressions in actions, words, art and music to 
reveal hearts of praise and adoration. This would be how the world would 
know the love and mercy of the creator God. All of that was jeopardized 
when sin entered into the heart of man in the Garden of Eden. The purpose 
of the cross was to restore us back to bearing the image of God to reveal his 
glory, majesty and holiness to creation.  

In the New Testament the word normally used for sin is hamartanō and it 
means, “missing the mark”, shooting at a target and totally missing it. This 
has a very different connotation than we normally have for sin. Usually we 
think of sin as breaking a rule or of doing something wrong but that is not 
the implication in the Scriptures. The Bible teaches us that we were created 
to bear and reflect the image of God not simply to keep the rules and 
because of our rule keeping we would get to go to heaven. Israel was called 
to be a chosen people that reflected the praises of creation back to the 
Creator and to reflect the Creator’s wise and loving sovereignty into the 
world. God’s will for Israel was that they would reveal to the nations the 
God who was their creator too.

In the Garden of Eden, Adam and Eve chose to rebel against the clear 
command of God and instead chose to take the suggestion of the serpent, 
the devil. It wasn’t just that they broke the rules but that they “missed the 
mark”, they failed to worship the creator. Instead they worship the 
creature, both the serpent and their own autonomy, their own assumed 
right to choose between what God had commanded and what the serpent 
had suggested. When humans sin against God they turn away from His 
divine command and hand to non-divine forces a power and authority that 



they were never designed to have. Sin is a way of refusing to obey the 
divine command to reflect the image of God but instead reflect the will of a 
force within creation. 

When Jesus the creator God took on flesh and dwelt among us it wasn’t 
just to pay the price of our sins. We often present the Gospel in terms of the 
problem being our sin and Jesus came to pay the price for our sins so that 
we can go to Heaven. This is true but it’s also incredibly one dimensional. 
He came to restore the image of God so that the image could once again 
reflect the glory of God to all creation and again bring God’s dominion and 
presence to earth just like in Heaven. When we do not deal with the sins in 
our lives we are failing to worship the Creator but instead we are 
worshipping some feature or force within the created order. When we 
allow things like anger, money, sex or power to take our focus off of 
worshipping God then we have missed the mark and failed to worship the 
creator. Adam and Eve in choosing not to worship were banished from the 
Garden and they eventually experienced death. Israel in failing to worship 
God but instead worshipped others gods were sent into exile and lost their 
inheritance. The failure to worship, which is what we were designed for, 
always has consequences and to reject God always eventually brings death, 
something that we were not originally designed for.

In Western culture we are seeing the church decline rapidly and our 
children walk away from the truth of the Word of God and I believe that it 
is because we have allowed ourselves to be corrupted and removed our 
focus off of worshipping the Creator God and instead worshipped the 
trappings of our society and even invited it into the church. We see the 
frustration of this type of scenario in Jeremiah’s day as he complains to 
God in Jeremiah 12: 1-4, 



Righteous are you, O Lord, when I complain to you; yet I would plead my 
case before you. Why does the way of the wicked prosper? Why do all who 
are treacherous thrive? 2 You plant them, and they take root, they grow and 
produce fruit; you are near in their mouth and far from their heart.

Jeremiah longs for the people of God to turn from their wickedness and not 
merely speak the words of God but allow them to penetrate their hearts. 
He knew that it was the only way that Israel could be restored and the 
same is true for the church of Jesus Christ today. We must see that true 
worship is revealed through loving obedience to the one who created all 
things, we must return to worship. 

This past week I have looked back at God’s role as our creator to get a 
deeper understanding of what it means to worship. Revelation 4:9-11,

And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to him 
who is seated on the throne, who lives forever and ever, 10 the twenty-four 
elders fall down before him who is seated on the throne and worship him 
who lives forever and ever. They cast their crowns before the throne, 
saying, 11 “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor 
and power, for you created all things, and by your will they existed and 
were created.

In this passage the twenty four elders fall down in worship and adoration 
and take off the crowns that they have been given and cast them before the 
throne of the true King and Lord. They are acknowledging the foolishness 
of wearing a kingly crown before the King of Kings. It is interesting that 
they proclaim that their Lord and God is worthy to receive glory and honor 
and power if for no other reason than he is the creator of all things and only 
through him does everything exist and have its being. The praise and the 
honor being given to the creator God begins from around the throne and 
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spreads outward to all the living creatures who are standing before the 
throne, the ten thousand times ten thousand. That is the power of worship; 
it is infectious and resonates outward as a proclamation of praise to all 
around.

I considered this passage in light of the Gospel passage this morning, “But 
the hour is coming and is now here, when true worshippers will worship the Father 
in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him. God is 
spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.”

Lately, I have been aware of all the beauty of creation around us and all the 
corn stalks that are reaching skyward towards the light and nourishment of 
the sun. We see the corn stalks growing taller and becoming fuller every 
day but we also need to remember that the roots of the corn stalk are 
growing deeper into the soil where they find the rich minerals and the life 
giving water that refreshes and causes the growth of the plant. Jesus is 
speaking of a similar thing to the woman at the well. The Father who is 
Spirit calls out to us to lift up our hearts in praise and glory for all that he 
has done and for who he is while at the same time calling us to sink our 
roots into the truth that Jesus Christ is the way, the truth and the life that 
we hold on to and the living water that provides the life-giving 
nourishment that causes us to grow and to reflect the image of God that is 
being restored in Him. Creation is our constant reminder that the God who 
created all things is able to re-create us into his image and to ultimately 
restore all creation and we should fall down and worship him for this.

This week I remembered a time years ago when Teresa and I were down in 
Miami preparing to pick up a trailer for Cirque du Solei. We were around 
the docks of downtown Miami and walking down a road that led out to the 
water. It was an industrial looking area that looked old and dirty. I paused 
looking across an asphalt lot to an old fueling station for boats. I was 



wondering if the pump was still functional when Teresa said, “Aren’t they 
beautiful?”  I couldn’t imagine what she was talking about but I followed 
her gaze to the ground right in front of me. There was a patch of beautiful 
wildflowers growing through the asphalt right at my feet. I had missed it 
completely because I was so focused on all the other things around me. We 
laughed and chalked it up to the difference between men and women but 
this week God helped me see the greater lesson of that moment.

There are two things that I was able to glean from this:

1. In the middle of all the decay and filthiness God had given me the 
opportunity to see creation revealing the glory and majesty of the Creator 
but I missed it. It was a reminder that I should be intentionally looking all 
the time at all the ways that God is revealing himself through what he has 
made. I am always asking God to reveal himself to me and yet I miss the 
opportunity to recognize the most obvious ways that he is doing that and I 
miss the moment to reflect and worship the God who is clearly there. 

2. In seeing the beauty of those wild flowers in the most unlikely place God 
was reminding me that I am, as his image to be reflecting his glory where 
ever I am.  Our world can be cold and impersonal and even creation is 
often seen through the lens of scientific explanation and not the expression 
of the God who created it. We must seek to be that expression of God’s 
glory by reflecting his love and passion through our lives, whether through 
art, music, our work or how we interact through loving service to those 
around us. 

We must be intentional in finding time to sit and wait in the presence of 
God and allow ourselves to worship and receive from God the messages of 
his word and Spirit. Our prayer should be that this will inspire and prepare 
us to be his image to those around us who until now can’t see God’s glory. 



Let’s ask God for that hunger that is only satisfied through time alone with 
him.
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