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Who is Jesus to You?

Text:  Luke 2:21 and Matthew 1:21

When I was in the fifth grade, there was a pretty little girl named Carol sitting in front of 
me at school.  I wanted to be her boyfriend.  I watched everything she did with great 
interest.  One day, she was writing in her notebook, and I was dying to see what she 
was working on.  When I finally got a good look, I saw that she was writing “Billy” over 
and over and over.  And the dot over the “I” was—you guessed it—a little heart.

I was crushed.  My hopes with Carol were doomed.  It’s interesting that 3 or 4 years 
later, in another school in another place, I found myself writing on the first page inside 
my notebook “Judy,” over and over.  Of course there were no little hearts, and I used a 
manly script.  But the same thing had happened to me that happened to Carol.  I was so 
smitten by someone that the mere sound of her name was exciting to me.  Just writing it 
gave me goosebumps.

There is power in a name.  Think about the people you love, and how it feels to say or 
even think their name. 

 

• It distracts you.  

• It warms you.  

• It makes you long to be with them.  

• It makes you smile.  

• It encourages you to be the best you can be.

Today in our church calendar we celebrate the Holy Name of Jesus.  The feast falls on 
this day, because it commemorates the eighth day after the birth of Jesus, when His 
parents took Him to the temple and presented Him to the priest to be circumcised, and 
gave Him the name Jesus.  It was actually our Father in heaven who gave Him the 
name Jesus.  God sent an angel to both of Jesus’ earthly parents to tell them, “His 
name shall be Jesus.” (See Matthew 1:21, Luke 2:21)  Jesus means “The Lord saves.”  
And Matthew tells us that the angel who appeared to Joseph told him that Jesus “will 
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save His people from their sins.”

When the angel told Joseph and Mary that they were to give the baby the name Jesus, 
it was not a request.  It was a revelation as to who the child was—He was the Savior.  
He was God the Son from time immemorial, and He was the one who would save the 
world from sin.

For over 4,000 years Jews and Christians have looked to God to rescue them from their 
enemies, deliver them from captivity, and triumph over those who are oppressing them.  
And God has done that countless times.  But that kind of victory is only a temporary fix.  
For the real problem they face—and you and I face—and the world at large faces is sin.

• Estrangement from God

• Rebellion against God

• Rejection of God

• Disbelief in God

Because of those things, because of sin, the world has always been way off the mark of 
God’s will—way off the mark of His purposes for the world—way off the mark for the 
people He made in His image to inhabit this world.  From the days of Adam and Eve 
and Cain and Abel,

• People have murdered each other.

• They have cheated each other.

• They have stolen from each other.

• They have taken advantage of each other.

• They have disrespected and disregarded and abused each other.

• As a result, the world is a dangerous and frightening place.

• It is a place where billions have to scratch out a meager existence while others 
live in luxury.



• It is a place where the horrors of war have put 65 Million people on the roads 
searching for somewhere to live.

• It is a place where people increasingly claim that there is no truth, and no 
meaning to life, and no creator who made all this.

It’s not that most people don’t see what a mess the world is.  But they look to human 
leaders who are smart enough and powerful enough to make things right.   If a well-
intentioned king or president were to take control, the best he could ever do would be 
temporary and inadequate.  It wouldn’t save us, because what we need is a true Savior, 
who will save us from our sins.  And Alleluia! That is who we have in Jesus.  He came to 
save His people from their sins.
He Came!  He didn’t just issue a decree from far off.  He came in the flesh to dwell in 
our midst as one of us.  He came as a humble babe lying in a feed box on a cold night.  
He came to humble parents.  And He came with all the hosts of heaven singing His 
praises, because He is the Savior.

He came to save “His people from their sins.”  His people.  He came to the Hebrew 
people, the heritage of Joseph and Mary, the people whom God had chosen long before 
and set apart as His special possession.  But He didn’t just come for them.  He came for 
everyone who would believe in Him.  The Bible says in the first chapter of John’s Gospel 
that to all who would receive Him and believe in His name, God gave the power to 
become children of God. (John 1:12) Jesus said that the Father had sent His only Son 
so that everyone who believes in Him may not perish but have everlasting life. (John 
3:16)  That’s who His people are.  That is what salvation is.  That is who Jesus is.

He came according to the plan God had intended from before the creation of the world.  
It was a plan that no one could have made up.  Jesus was to spend three years in 
ministry, doing miracles, casting out demons, raising the dead, training His disciples.  
And He was to be unjustly accused, falsely convicted, ridiculed, mocked, beaten and 
humiliated.  He was to die a torture of a death nailed to a cross.  And He was to do all of 
this in our place.  He took upon Himself our punishment, the punishment we deserve for 
our sins.  And He rose triumphantly from the grave to show us He has the power over 
death, and that death has no dominion over Him.  And He rose into heaven where He 
sits on the throne of glory, where He reigns forever.  And the Father has given “Him the 
name that is above all names, that at the sound of His name, every knee shall bow and 
every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.” (Philippians 2:10-11)

That is who He is.  And there is immense power in His name.

How good it is that this feast day of the Holy Name of Jesus comes on the first day of 
our calendar year.  January 1 is a transition day for us.  We think of it as a time to make 
resolutions for the year ahead.  We resolve to break addictions and bad habits and 



unhealthy relationships.  We resolve to accomplish some things we haven’t yet done.  
Our hope is that 2017 is the year we can finally succeed.  But without Jesus, all those 
resolutions are like wispy smoke rings rising to the ceiling where they will dissipate and 
disappear…because all the things we have done that we ought not to have done, and 
all the things we have left undone that we ought to have done, emanate from the power 
of sin in our lives.  We need a Savior.

As you mull over your New Year’s resolutions this year, I urge you to think eternally.  I’d 
like to suggest that you address three questions of eternal significance and then make 
your resolutions.  Start by coming to grips with this question, and settle the matter once 
and for all:

Who is Jesus to you?

There are Christians who “believe in God,” but aren’t sure what they think about Jesus.  
There is a church near here where about 15 years ago, the congregation sent a 
delegation to tell the pastor he was talking about Jesus too much.  The pastor didn’t 
stay much longer.  He moved on to a place where people were more receptive to the 
life-changing word of God.  To complain that there is too much talk about Jesus means 
that one has failed to grasp who Jesus is.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God.  He was with God in the beginning.  Through Him all things were made, and 
without Him nothing was made that has been made. [John 1:1-4]

That “Word” is Jesus.  He is the creator, without whom there would be no galaxies, no 
stars, no earth, no people, no life.  Can you ever talk too much about Him?

The Christian message, the bedrock of the Christian faith, is that Jesus is God.  He is 
the Son of the Father, the Second Person of the Holy Trinity, one God in three persons.  
The whole faith stands and falls on that.  That is why Muslims consider Christians to be 
infidels.  The adherents of Islam worship a different god. In their religion, Jesus was 
nothing more than a prophet, a god not described by the complex and mysterious truth 
of the Trinity.  The name of Jesus makes non-believers angry.  You can say you believe 
in God, and that can mean just about anything.  But when you say that you believe that 
Jesus, the Son of God is the Savior of the world who has come to redeem us from our 
sins, and will come again to judge the world—well now you are saying something 
subversive and dangerous.

So who is Jesus to you?  This is the year to be crystal clear on that.

Question number 2 is:

Do you love Him with your whole heart and soul and mind and strength?



The Greatest Commandment is that we love God that way.  It’s in both the Old and New 
Testaments. (Deuteronomy 6:5; Matthew 22:37)  Since Jesus is God, that is how the 
Christian is to love Him—with total abandon and with all that we are and all that we 
have.  Do you love Jesus that way?

• At the name of Jesus, does your heart skip a beat?  

• When you picture His face, do you want to be with Him more than anything else 
in the world?  

• Do you get goosebumps when you praise Him and sing about Him?

• If you were a 5th grade girl, would it thrill you to write the name Jesus over and 
over in your notebook? 
 

• Would you do anything He asks of you?

There are many who “love” Jesus because they have an image of Him as gentle Jesus, 
meek and mild, Jesus whose job it is to comfort them and bless the choices they make 
in life.

  
• But what about the Jesus who had the uncommon courage to stand up to the 

hypocrisy of the Pharisees? (See, e.g., Matthew 23:13-33) 

• What about the Jesus who threw over the tables of the money changers in the 
Temple and swung whips at their cashboxes? (John 2:13-17) 

• What about the Jesus who warned us that on Judgment Day, the wicked would 
be cast into the fiery furnace where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth? 
(Matthew 13:47-50)

• What about the Jesus of the Book of Revelation, whom we see riding on a 
powerful white horse?  His eyes are like a blazing fire, and on His head are many 
crowns, and out of His mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the 
nations.  And on His robe is written “King of kings and Lord of lords.” (Revelation 
19:11-16)

When the Bible tells us to love God, it is talking about loving God as He is—all powerful, 
fiercely righteous, and so holy that He will not allow sin to invade His heavenly domain.  
And He is also patient and merciful, and filled with loving kindness.  And He is also the 
one who created everything and declared it to be good.  He is the one who knew you 
before you were even knit together in your mother’s womb, and who wrote all the days 



of your life in the Book before the first one came to be.  And He is the one who has a 
plan to redeem the world.  It is in the carrying out of that plan that you and I have met 
Jesus.  And at the sound of His name, every knee should bow and every tongue 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.

If you cannot say that you love Jesus that way, then there is one more question I urge 
you to confront, and that is this:

What is standing in the way of your loving Jesus completely?

If it is not unbelief that keeps you from loving Jesus unreservedly, then it is the things 
that distract you from Him.  We all pretty much know what those things are for each of 
us.  But at the end of one year and the beginning of another is an excellent time to take 
a fearless inventory.  The problem may be sin of which you are so ashamed that you 
can’t talk intimately with Jesus without feeling like a hypocrite.  If we can get past our 
pride and our own self-delusion, we can accept Jesus’ sure-fire way to banish that 
shame and hypocrisy.  Over and over in His Word, He tells us that if we confess our sins 
to Him and repent, He will forgive us and restore us. Think, for example of the prayer we 
often pray for our nation, where we quote God’s words in Jeremiah:

If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and 
seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will 
forgive their sin and will heal their land. (2 Chronicles 7:14; see also Jeremiah 
29:10-14)

• Take that inventory.  

• Identify those sins.  

• Humble yourself.  

• Pray.  

• Seek God’s face.  

• Turn from your sins.  

• Ask His forgiveness.

And then trust Him.  Embrace for yourself the complete forgiveness that two millennia of 
Christians testify about, especially the ones who thought their sins were so bad, God 
could never forgive them.  And that will open up a new day of joy, and set you free to 
love Jesus without reservation.



The other thing we need to examine if our love for Jesus seems limited is this: there are 
things we care about more than we care about Jesus.  That sounds horrible to the 
believer, and we would never admit it to ourselves.  But it happens to everyone.

• There are things that are so appealing to us that they steal our concentration 
away from God when we pray.

• They insert themselves at the top of our priority list.

• They make such enticing promises to us that we seek after them with more zeal 
than we seek after Jesus.

But at the same time, Jesus is seeking after you.  And when you come out of hiding and 
surrender to Him, His command that you love Him with your whole heart and soul and 
mind and strength becomes your greatest desire.

Last summer when we were in Scotland, I bought a wee book at a Post Office of all 
places.  It was called Christ’s Greatest Achievements.  It is a collection of seven 

sermons by the great 19th-Century preacher, Charles Haddon Spurgeon.  In the last 
sermon, on Christ as the seeker and Savior of the lost, Spurgeon says this:

Jesus seeks [men’s] hearts, for it is their hearts that he has lost.  And oh, how 
sweetly does Christ, by the Holy Spirit, win men’s affections and hold them fast.  I 
shall never forget how he won mine, how first he gained my ear, and then my 
desires, so that I wished to have him for my Lord; and then he taught me to trust 
him, and when I had trusted him and found that I was saved, then I loved him, and I 
love him still.  So, dear hearer, if Jesus Christ shall find you, you will become his 
loving follower for ever. [p. 167, Pub. by the Banner of Truth Trust, Edinburgh 2014]

The salvation Jesus offers us comes with His extravagant promises:

• The forgiveness of our sins.

• Eternal life.

• Intimacy with Him.

• A life of meaning and purpose.

• And the power of the Holy Spirit operating within us.



There is no comparison between those promises and the shiny tinsel the world dangles 
before us.  The salvation He promises is priceless and eternal.  And there is nowhere 
else to get it.  His name is Jesus, for He saves His people from their sins.
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