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Sermon	
Twenty-sixth	Sunday	After	Pentecost	

The	Rev.	Mike	Moffitt,	November	13,	2016	

Pursuing	That	Which	Lasts	

Text:	Luke	21:5–19	

I	remember	years	ago	when	I	first	saw	the	National	Cathedral	in	Washington	D.C.	I	
was	overwhelmed	by	its	size	and	architectural	beauty.	It	really	is	something	to	
behold.	I	decided	to	read	about	its	history	and	usage.	It	is	a	cathedral	of	the	
Episcopal	Church	but	the	United	States	Congress	has	designated	the	"Washington	
National	Cathedral"	as	the	"National	House	of	Prayer.	It	is	this	national	cathedral	
that	has	been	the	place	for	several	state	funerals	(4	presidents)	and	gathering	
places	for	people	of	all	faiths	to	pray.	

I	once	went	on-line	to	watch	one	of	their	special	services	where	clergy	from	many	
faith’s:	Christian,	Muslim,	Jewish,	Buddhist,		Hindu,	Hari	Krishna	and	a	few	that	
I’m	wasn’t	sure	who	they	represented	gathered	to	speak.		They	were	each	sharing	
different	views	of	how	to	seek	God	but	each	confirmed	their	belief	that	they	all	
were	worshipping	the	same	God	but	only	on	different	paths.	They	each	felt	that	
they	had	come	together	to	celebrate	their	diversity	and	that	by	acknowledging	
this	God	would	be	pleased	and	our	country	would	be	better	off	for	it.	The	
Cathedral	is	advertised	as	a	place	of	inclusion	for	all	beliefs,	lifestyles	and	
orientations	and	those	who	come	there	will	find	the	peace	that	the	Cathedral	
offers.	

The	problem	is	that	for	all	its	beauty	architecturally	and	all	the	religious	symbols	
within	the	structure	Jesus	Christ	is	not	lifted	up	in	praise	and	adoration	as	the	
“Way,	the	truth	and	the	life	and	the	only	way	to	the	Father”	(John	14:6).		Instead	
He	is	worshipped	along	with	many	other	gods	as	a	way	and	a	path	to	God.	Instead	
of	a	place	of	authentic	worship	it	has	become	a	palace	of	religion	and	a	
celebration	of	men	and	their	varied	beliefs.		

It	reminded	me	of	the	Temple	in	Jerusalem	during	the	time	of	Christ	that	we	read	
about	in	this	morning’s	Gospel	from	Luke	21,	a	place	where	the	Jewish	religion	
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was	practiced	and	the	symbols	were	present	but	was	God?	Let’s	briefly	take	a	
look	at	the	history	of	the	temple	and	it’s	place	in	Jewish	culture.																																							
The	original	temple	built	by	Solomon	in	Jerusalem	had	been	a	place	where	God’	
glory	dwelt	in	the	midst	of	His	people.	1	Kings	8:10–11	reads,		

And	when	the	priests	came	out	of	the	Holy	Place,	a	cloud	filled	the	house	of	
the	Lord,	11	so	that	the	priests	could	not	stand	to	minister	because	of	the	
cloud,	for	the	glory	of	the	Lord	filled	the	house	of	the	Lord.						

	There	were	several	ways	that	God	chose	to	be	present	with	His	people	and	one	
of	those	was	through	the	intimacy	of	worship.	In	the	Tabernacle	in	the	wilderness	
and	within	the	Temple,	God’s	glorious	presence	was	made	known	to	them	in	
tangible	ways	like	the	cloud	of	His	glory.	God’s	presence	was	so	overwhelming	
that	the	priests	could	not	even	perform	their	service.	The	same	had	been	true	of	
the	tabernacle	set	up	in	the	wilderness	during	their	wanderings.		

Exodus	40:	34–35,		

Then	the	cloud	covered	the	tent	of	meeting,	and	the	glory	of	the	Lord	filled	
the	tabernacle.	35	And	Moses	was	not	able	to	enter	the	tent	of	meeting	
because	the	cloud	settled	on	it,	and	the	glory	of	the	Lord	filled	the	
tabernacle.	

	Moses	who	had	seen	the	glory	of	the	Lord	on	Mt.	Sinai	could	not	even	enter	the	
Tabernacle	when	the	glory	of	the	Lord	was	there	in	power.		

It	was	in	this	type	of	worship	setting	that	Psalms	like	we	read	this	morning	would	
have	been	offered	as	a	song	of	praise	to	the	living	God.	To	be	in	his	presence	is	to	
be	compelled	to	break	out	in	songs	of	Praise.		Psalm	98:1–4,		

Oh	sing	to	the	Lord	a	new	song,	for	he	has	done	marvelous	things!	His	right	
hand	and	his	holy	arm	have	worked	salvation	for	him.	
2	The	Lord	has	made	known	his	salvation;	he	has	revealed	his	righteousness	
in	the	sight	of	the	nations.	
4	Make	a	joyful	noise	to	the	Lord,	all	the	earth;	break	forth	into	joyous	song	
and	sing	praises!																																																																																																																																												
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Even	with	this	demonstration	of	God’s	marvelous	power	and	glory,	Israel	
time	and	again	turned	away	from	God	in	disobedience	to	His	law	and	began	
to	worship	other	gods,	who	were	no	gods	at	all.	The	result	was	that	God	
abandoned	the	temple	and	poured	out	his	judgment	on	Israel	by	sending	
them	into	captivity	under	Nebuchadnezzar	who	had	his	armies	destroy	
Solomon’s	temple	in	587	BC.	Approximately	70	years	later	Cyrus	the	king	of	
Persia	allowed	Ezra	to	return	to	Jerusalem	to	rebuild	the	temple	and	he	was	
joined	by	Zerubbabel	a	governor	of	the	province	to	complete	it.	Israel	once	
again	had	a	place	of	worship	but	did	not	have	near	the	grandeur	of	the	first	
temple.	Many	years	later	King	Herod	added	to	it	immensely	and	this	was	
the	Temple	structure	that	the	disciples	were	in	awe	of	in	Luke	21.	The	
temple	wasn't	just	big,	it	was	also	beautiful.	The	Jewish	historian	Josephus	
says	that	the	temple	was	covered	on	the	outside	with	gold	plates,	which	
were	so	brilliant	that	when	the	sun	shone	on	them,	it	was	blinding	to	look	
at.	Where	there	was	no	gold,	there	were	blocks	of	marble	of	such	a	pure	
white	that	strangers,	from	a	distance,	thought	there	was	snow	on	the	
temple.	

When	the	disciples	praised	its	grandeur	to	Jesus	(v.	5),	the	temple	was	in	
the	midst	of	an	eighty-three-year	building	program.	Started	about	20	B.C.,	
it	continued	until	A.D.	63–64,	just	a	few	years	before	Jerusalem's	fall	in	A.D.	
70	and	the	destruction	of	the	temple	once	more.	Assuming	an	A.D.	33	date	
for	the	crucifixion,	the	building	program	was	over	fifty	years	old	at	the	time	
the	disciples	marveled	at	it.	The	construction	of	the	temple	was	a	huge	part	
of	the	Jewish	cultural	experience.	Josephus	gives	detailed	descriptions	of	its	
beauty	in	his	historical	writings	Jewish	War	and	Antiquities.	He	wrote	that	
some	of	its	stones	were	12	to	60	feet	in	length,	7.5	feet	in	height	and	9	feet	
in	width.	The	temple	loomed	over	the	city	like	a	"snow	clad	mountain”.	Not	
only	was	the	building	impressive,	but	it	was	decorated	with	gifts	from	other	
countries	and	had	elegantly	adorned	doors	and	gates	of	fine	craftsmanship,	
This	explains	why	the	disciples	felt	national	pride	as	they	surveyed	the	
awesome	temple,	exclaiming	at	its	beautiful	stones	and	offerings	to	
God.	They	must	have	been	thinking	that	something	so	magnificent	and	God	
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honoring,	something	that	had	taken	so	long	to	build,	would	last	a	very	long	
time.	To	them	God's	presence	finally	had	a	secure	home.	The	question	is	
was	God’s	presence	still	there.	You	will	remember	that	when	John	the	
Baptist	arrived	as	the	forerunner	of	Jesus	the	Messiah	he	was	calling	out	for	
everyone	to	repent	and	Mark	1:4–5	records,		

John	appeared,	baptizing	in	the	wilderness	and	proclaiming	a	baptism	
of	repentance	for	the	forgiveness	of	sins.	5	And	all	the	country	of	
Judea	and	all	Jerusalem	were	going	out	to	him	and	were	being	
baptized	by	him	in	the	river	Jordan,	confessing	their	sins.	

Why	wasn’t	John	in	the	temple	calling	people	to	repentance?	I	believe	that	it	was	
because	God	had	long	before	abandoned	the	temple	and	therefore	his	presence	
was	not	there	and	oddly	enough	no	one	seemed	to	notice.	How	can	you	notice	
that	something	is	missing	if	you	have	never	experienced	it?	They	still	practiced	
their	religion	diligently	but	their	hearts	were	far	from	God.	Jesus	the	Son	of	God,	
the	living	fulfillment	of	all	that	Yahweh	had	promised	was	in	their	midst	but	
almost	no	one	even	sensed	who	he	was.	Time	and	again	Jesus	called	out	the	
religious	leaders	for	their	hypocrisy	and	called	them	things	like	fools,	blind	guides,	
white	washed	tombs,	murderers,	a	generation	of	snakes,	and	children	of	the	devil	
and	in	Matthew	23	he	calls	them	hypocrites	7	times.	It	is	in	this	context	that	we	
come	to	our	gospel	passage	from	Luke	21:	5–19.	Let’s	reread	Luke	21:	5–9.	

And	while	some	were	speaking	of	the	temple,	how	it	was	adorned	with	
noble	stones	and	offerings,	he	said,	6	“As	for	these	things	that	you	see,	the	
days	will	come	when	there	will	not	be	left	here	one	stone	upon	another	that	
will	not	be	thrown	down.”	7	And	they	asked	him,	“Teacher,	when	will	these	
things	be,	and	what	will	be	the	sign	when	these	things	are	about	to	take	
place?”	8	And	he	said,	“See	that	you	are	not	led	astray.	For	many	will	come	
in	my	name,	saying,	‘I	am	he!’	and,	‘The	time	is	at	hand!’	Do	not	go	after	
them.	9	And	when	you	hear	of	wars	and	tumults,	do	not	be	terrified,	for	
these	things	must	first	take	place,	but	the	end	will	not	be	at	once.	

It	is	hard	for	us	to	appreciate	the	effect	on	Jewish	ears	of	what	Jesus	predicts	
here.	When	Jesus	speaks	of	"days	coming"	or	a	time	coming,	he	is	predicting	in	
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prophetic	terms	the	arrival	of	judgment,	just	like	the	one	Israel	had	experienced	
before.	God	warned	Israel	through	the	prophet	Jeremiah	that	he	was	willing	to	
bless	them	but	they	must	turn	away	from	their	disobedience	in	order	to	escape	
judgment.	Jeremiah	7:1–4,		

The	word	that	came	to	Jeremiah	from	the	Lord:	2	“Stand	in	the	gate	of	
the	Lord's	house,	and	proclaim	there	this	word,	and	say,	Hear	the	word	of	
the	Lord,	all	you	men	of	Judah	who	enter	these	gates	to	worship	
the	Lord.	3	Thus	says	the	Lord	of	hosts,	the	God	of	Israel:	Amend	your	ways	
and	your	deeds,	and	I	will	let	you	dwell	in	this	place.4	Do	not	trust	in	these	
deceptive	words:	‘This	is	the	temple	of	the	Lord,	the	temple	of	the	Lord,	the	
temple	of	the	Lord.’			

Israel	continued	to	place	their	affection	in	the	temple	itself	instead	of	bowing	
down	in	obedient	service	to	the	God	who	dwelt	in	their	midst	and	was	
worshipped	there.	Jeremiah	continues	to	prophesy	that	because	Israel	had	
continued	to	follow	in	the	paths	of	their	forefathers	that	God	would	bring	
judgment	upon	them	again.	Jeremiah	continues	in	chapter	7:16–20,	

	As	for	you,	do	not	pray	for	this	people,	or	lift	up	a	cry	or	prayer	for	them,	
and	do	not	intercede	with	me,	for	I	will	not	hear	you.	17	Do	you	not	see	what	
they	are	doing	in	the	cities	of	Judah	and	in	the	streets	of	Jerusalem?	18	The	
children	gather	wood,	the	fathers	kindle	fire,	and	the	women	knead	dough,	
to	make	cakes	for	the	queen	of	heaven.	And	they	pour	out	drink	offerings	to	
other	gods,	to	provoke	me	to	anger.	19	Is	it	I	whom	they	provoke?	Declares	
the	Lord.	Is	it	not	themselves,	to	their	own	shame?	20	therefore	thus	says	the	
Lord	God:	Behold,	my	anger	and	my	wrath	will	be	poured	out	on	this	place,	
upon	man	and	beast,	upon	the	trees	of	the	field	and	the	fruit	of	the	
ground;	it	will	burn	and	not	be	quenched.	

Jesus	was	now	telling	his	disciples	that	this	magnificent	temple,	the	center	of	the	
nation's	worship	and	the	sacred	place	of	God's	presence,	would	be	destroyed	and	
turned	into	a	heap	of	rubble.	Centuries	of	worship	and	years	of	reconstruction	
will	be	brought	to	an	end.		
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Remember	the	reading	from	Malachi	3	where	some	were	complaining	that	
trusting	and	obeying	God	didn’t	seem	to	be	worth	it.	The	unrighteous	still	
prospered	even	though	they	tested	God,	they	escaped	any	apparent	judgment.	
However	there	were	those	who	feared	God	no	matter	their	circumstances	and	
“they	esteemed	His	name”.		

God’s	response	to	the	faithful-	Malachi	3:17–18,		

They	shall	be	mine,	says	the	Lord	of	hosts,	in	the	day	when	I	make	up	my	
treasured	possession,	and	I	will	spare	them	as	a	man	spares	his	son	who	
serves	him.	18	Then	once	more	you	shall	see	the	distinction	between	the	
righteous	and	the	wicked,	between	one	who	serves	God	and	one	who	does	
not	serve	him.	

There	is	then	the	promise	that	judgment	would	come	and	those	who	had	been	
arrogant	and	thought	that	serving	God	had	no	value	would	be	burned	up	and	not	
even	left	a	root	or	a	branch	in	their	line	but	those	who	revered	the	name	of	God	
and	saw	it	as	holy,	they	would	see	“the	sun	of	righteousness	rise	up	with	healing	
in	its	wings.	You	shall	go	out	leaping	like	calves	from	a	stall.”		

God	through	the	prophet	then	gives	the	messianic	promise,	

Behold,	I	will	send	you	Elijah	the	prophet	before	the	great	and	awesome	day	
of	the	Lord	comes.	6	And	he	will	turn	the	hearts	of	fathers	to	their	children	
and	the	hearts	of	children	to	their	fathers,	lest	I	come	and	strike	the	land	
with	a	decree	of	utter	destruction.	

Jesus	had	told	the	disciples	that	Elijah	had	come	in	fulfillment	of	this	prophecy	
and	it	was	John	the	Baptist	(Matthew	17:10–13;	Mark	9:11–13;	Luke	1:13,17).	
Jesus	is	standing	before	his	disciples	at	the	Temple	in	Jerusalem	as	“the	Sun	of	
Righteousness	who	had	healing	in	his	wings”	and	that	what	God	had	in	store	for	
those	who	would	follow	him	was	reminiscent	of	the	joy	seen	in	a	young	calf	
leaping	out	of	a	stall	into	the	freedom	of	an	open	field.	Have	you	ever	observed	a	
young	calf	jumping	around	playing?	It	is	in	such	stark	contrast	to	the	cows	
benignly	standing	in	a	field	chewing	their	cud;	the	calves	seem	so	full	of	life	and	
joy.	Jesus	knew	this	was	in	store	for	those	who	followed	him	but	it	would	also	
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come	with	great	trouble	and	suffering.	Jesus	knew	that	once	again	he	would	be	
rejected	and	this	was	to	bring	about	the	fulfillment	of	God’s	promise	of	judgment	
upon	Israel	and	it	would	greatly	impact	his	followers	as	well	as	those	who	hated	
him.	

Some	40	years	after	Jesus	told	the	disciples	about	the	destruction	of	the	temple	
there	was	a	widespread	Jewish	revolution	against	the	Romans	in	Palestine	and	
they	enjoyed	many	early	successes.	But	ultimately,	Rome	sent	Titus	a	Roman	
general	and	future	Emperor	to	crush	the	rebels;	Jerusalem	was	leveled,	including	
the	temple-just	as	Jesus	said.		

It	is	said	that	at	the	fall	of	Jerusalem,	the	last	surviving	Jews	of	the	city	fled	to	the	
temple,	because	it	was	the	strongest,	most	secure	building	in	the	city.	Roman	
soldiers	surrounded	it,	and	started	a	fire	that	soon	engulfed	the	whole	building.	
Ornate	gold	detail	work	in	the	roof	melted	down	in	the	cracks	between	the	stone	
walls	of	the	temple,	and	to	retrieve	the	gold,	the	Roman	commander	ordered	that	
the	temple	be	dismantled	stone	by	stone.	The	destruction	was	so	complete	that	
today,	they	have	true	difficulty	learning	exactly	where	the	temple	was.		

Naturally,	when	Jesus	told	them	about	this	future	event	the	disciples	wanted	to	
know	when	this	was	to	happen	and	what	the	signs	would	be	that	it	was	coming.	I	
believe	that	Jesus’	answer	to	them	carried	with	it	a	warning	of	what	would	
happen	in	their	lifetime	as	well	what	was	to	happen	in	the	coming	again	of	the	
Messiah	to	bring	the	final	judgment	of	God	upon	the	world.	

Israel	had	always	wanted	a	messiah	that	would	bring	them	freedom	from	the	
oppression	of	Rome,	or	whoever	was	their	present	conqueror.	Jesus	was	warning	
them	that	there	would	many	who	would	come	claiming	to	be	the	promised	
messiah	of	Israel	but	they	were	not	to	follow	them.	They	didn’t	yet	know	what	
Jesus	was	planning	to	do	and	therefore	could	not	foresee	the	power	that	would	
be	poured	out	upon	them	because	of	the	resurrection	and	the	sending	of	the	Holy	
Spirit.	This	would	equip	them	for	what	was	going	to	take	place	and	they	would	
need	to	have	laser	focus	on	the	true	Messiah	in	order	to	have	the	strength	and	
wisdom	to	complete	the	task	of	building	God’s	kingdom	here	on	earth.	They	
would	never	need	to	depend	on	the	Spirit	of	God	dwelling	in	a	temple	made	by	



8	
	

men	for	them	to	worship	because	as	the	Apostle	Paul	would	later	write	in	1	Cor.	
3:	16,		

Do	you	not	know	that	you	are	God's	temple	and	that	God's	Spirit	dwells	in	
you?	

It	was	as	common	for	those	in	Jesus’	time	to	try	and	predict	events	through	the	
lens	of	prophecy	as	it	seems	to	be	for	many	today	but	Jesus	is	warning	them	to	
not	be	led	astray	and	distracted	by	such	things.	

And	when	you	hear	of	wars	and	tumults,	do	not	be	terrified,	for	these	
things	must	first	take	place,	but	the	end	will	not	be	at	once.	Then	he	said	to	
them,	“Nation	will	rise	against	nation,	and	kingdom	against	
kingdom.	11	There	will	be	great	earthquakes,	and	in	various	places	famines	
and	pestilences.	And	there	will	be	terrors	and	great	signs	from	
heaven.	12	But	before	all	this	they	will	lay	their	hands	on	you	and	persecute	
you,	delivering	you	up	to	the	synagogues	and	prisons,	and	you	will	be	
brought	before	kings	and	governors	for	my	name's	sake.	

All	these	things	that	Jesus	spoke	of	preceded	the	destruction	of	Jerusalem.	There	
were	a	lot	of	wars,	the	Romans	were	frequently	at	war	with	the	Jews,	the	
Samaritans,	the	Syrians,	and	others	during	this	period.	What	about	earthquakes?	
Historians	tell	us	of	great	earthquakes	in	the	Roman	Empire	before	Jerusalem	was	
destroyed.	How	about	famines?	Acts	11:28	tells	of	one	in	this	period	that	affected	
the	entire	Roman	Empire	and	Christians	found	it	as	a	great	opportunity	to	show	
kindness	and	mercy	to	those	most	affected.	Were	there	terrors	and	great	signs	
from	Heaven?	Pompeii	blew	its	top	just	nine	years	after	Jerusalem	was	destroyed.	
Not	long	before	Jerusalem	was	destroyed,	a	comet	that	looked	like	a	sword	hung	
over	the	city	by	night	for	a	year.	At	the	same	time	Jesus	is	also	speaking	of	general	
conditions	that	will	precede	His	second	coming.	

The	world	has	seen	incredible	catastrophes	since	the	time	of	Jesus.	In	our	lifetime	
we	have	seen	genocide	on	an	unimaginable	scale,	worldwide	wars,	and	whole	
continents	given	over	to	disease	and	famine;	yet	these	things	in	themselves	are	
not	the	signs	of	Jesus'	coming.	The	focus	for	those	who	follow	Christ	can’t	be	on	
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signs	and	wonders	in	the	heavens	or	on	earth.	Jesus	is	teaching	Christians	that	
there	most	certainly	is	to	be	great	opposition	from	the	enemy.	Jesus	warned	the	
disciples	then	and	us	now	that,		

they	will	lay	their	hands	on	you	and	persecute	you,	delivering	you	up	to	the	
synagogues	and	prisons,	and	you	will	be	brought	before	kings	
and	governors	for	my	name's	sake.	13	This	will	be	your	opportunity	to	bear	
witness.		

Our	focus	must	always	be	on	the	mission	of	Jesus	Christ	to	reveal	the	presence	of	
God	through	the	gospel	message.	Those	who	have	turned	by	faith	to	Jesus	Christ	
as	Savior	and	Lord	have	been	given	the	Holy	Spirit	that	they	might	be	the	sign	of	
God’s	glory	to	those	who	are	lost.	The	message	of	all	the	texts	that	we	have	read	
this	morning	is	that	God’s	will	cannot	be	thwarted	and	those	who	follow	him	
faithfully	even	in	times	of	suffering	and	persecution	will	reap	the	reward	of	the	
kingdom	of	God	in	Christ.	Those	who	will	not	submit	to	his	authority	but	choose	
to	follow	their	own	will	can	expect	to	reap	the	judgment	of	God.	We	must	be	
tireless	in	our	efforts	to	serve	God	and	be	those	who	teach	and	reveal	God’s	offer	
of	reconciliation.	

The	warning	of	the	Apostle	Paul	to	the	Thessalonians	was	that	they	should	be	
busy	working	diligently	at	being	a	testimony	to	those	around	them	instead	of	
being	a	burden	on	the	already	strained	resources	of	their	community.	Some	were	
laying	around	waiting	for	Jesus	to	return	but	Paul	commands	to	get	up	and	get	
back	to	work	providing	for	themselves	and	for	those	less	fortunate.	The	old	adage	
of	“not	being	so	heavenly	minded	that	you	are	no	earthly	good”	comes	to	mind.	

We	are	living	in	a	time	of	great	turmoil	in	our	society	and	our	world.	We	must	be	
those	who	are	faithful	to	the	call	of	God	on	our	lives	to	be	light	in	darkness.	We	
should	always	live	our	lives	for	the	glory	of	God	and	for	the	comfort	and	salvation	
of	our	neighbor.	I	fear	that	a	primary	reason	our	country	finds	itself	so	messed	up	
is	because	those	who	call	themselves	Christians	have	failed	to	reveal	the	glory	of	
God	to	those	around	them	by	example	and	sacrifice.	This	building,	as	much	as	we	
thank	God	for	it	is	not	to	be	seen	as	the	place	of	God’s	dwelling;	we	are.	Our	
community	needs	to	see	the	glory	and	mercy	of	God	shining	out	from	us	through	
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laying	our	lives	down	for	our	neighbor	as	those	who	serve	as	the	Light	of	Christ.	
Cultural	or	political	differences	must	not	be	allowed	to	deter	us	from	the	job	of	
providing	the	hope	of	Christ	to	a	lost	and	dying	world.	
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