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Sermon	
Fourth	Sunday	in	Lent	

Rev.	Mike	Moffitt,	March	6,	2016	

It’s	All	About	Remembering	

Text:	Joshua	4:19–24	and	2	Corinthians	5:17–21”		

As	a	child	one	of	the	things	I	always	looked	forward	to	was	the	yearly	family	
reunion	of	my	paternal	Grandmother.	Her	maiden	name	was	Angel	and	the	Angel	
family	reunion	was	a	big	deal	in	the	family.	We	would	gather	at	Stokesdale	
Brethren	Church	in	Stokesdale,	N.C.	on	a	Sunday	in	the	spring.	We	would	attend	
church	there	which	probably	doubled	or	tripled	their	average	attendance	and	
then	the	family	(usually	around	70–80	people)	would	have	the	entire	compound	
for	the	rest	of	the	day.	There	was	always	a	lot	of	food	but	what	I	loved	more	than	
anything	was	the	stories	of	what	it	had	been	like	growing	up	in	the	early	1900’s.	
My	grandmother	born	in	1898,	came	from	a	family	of	15	children,	13	who	had	
survived	into	adulthood	and	their	individual	lives	had	been	varied	and	extremely	
interesting	to	me.	I	loved	being	a	part	of	that	family	and	I	miss	those	days.	There’s	
just	something	about	knowing	who	you	are	and	where	you	came	from	that	is	
important	to	remember.	

In	our	Old	Testament	passage	this	morning	from	Joshua	4:19–24	we	read	of	
Joshua	exhorting	all	of	Israel	to	remember	what	God	had	just	done	for	them	by	
holding	back	the	water	of	the	Jordon	river	so	they	could	cross	over	into	the	
promised	land.	It’s	a	wonderful	story	that	you	can	read	about	in	chapter	3	of	
Joshua.	By	God’s	instruction,	Joshua	had	commanded	the	priests	to	take	up	the	
Ark	of	the	Covenant	and	to	wade	into	the	water	of	the	Jordon	River	which	was	at	
flood	stage	that	time	of	year.	As	soon	as	the	priests	stepped	into	the	water	the	
Jordon	was	held	back	from	flowing	downward	and	the	people	crossed	over	on	dry	
land	just	like	their	fathers	had	crossed	the	Red	Sea.	At	that	point	God	gave	further	
instruction,	

	“Choose	twelve	men	from	among	the	people,	one	from	each	tribe,	and	tell	
them	to	take	up	twelve	stones	from	the	middle	of	the	Jordan,	from	right	where	
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the	priests	are	standing,	and	carry	them	over	with	you	and	put	them	down	at	
the	place	where	you	stay	tonight.”	Joshua	4:2–3	

In	this	morning’s	passage	Joshua	is	pointing	Israel	back	to	what	they	had	just	
experienced	and	he	exhorts	them	to	not	forget	the	amazing	things	that	God	had	
done	for	them.		

He	said	to	the	Israelites,	“In	the	future	when	your	descendants	ask	their	parents,	
‘What	do	these	stones	mean?’	tell	them,	‘Israel	crossed	the	Jordan	on	dry	
ground.’	For	the	Lord	your	God	dried	up	the	Jordan	before	you	until	you	had	
crossed	over.	The	Lord	your	God	did	to	the	Jordan	what	he	had	done	to	the	Red	
Sea	when	he	dried	it	up	before	us	until	we	had	crossed	over.	24	He	did	this	so	that	
all	the	peoples	of	the	earth	might	know	that	the	hand	of	the	Lord	is	powerful	
and	so	that	you	might	always	fear	the	Lord	your	God.”	Joshua	4:	21–24	

This	is	the	same	kind	of	exhortation	that	Moses	had	given	the	children	of	Israel	
after	God	had	given	them	the	law	on	Mt.	Sinai.	

“These	are	the	commands,	decrees	and	laws	the	Lord	your	God	directed	me	to	
teach	you	to	observe	in	the	land	that	you	are	crossing	the	Jordan	to	possess,	2	so	
that	you,	your	children	and	their	children	after	them	may	fear	the	Lord	your	God	
as	long	as	you	live	by	keeping	all	his	decrees	and	commands	that	I	give	you,	and	
so	that	you	may	enjoy	long	life.	3	Hear,	Israel,	and	be	careful	to	obey	so	that	it	
may	go	well	with	you	and	that	you	may	increase	greatly	in	a	land	flowing	with	
milk	and	honey,	just	as	the	Lord,	the	God	of	your	ancestors,	promised	you.”	
Deuteronomy	6:1–3	

Israel	was	preparing	to	enter	the	land	that	had	been	promised	to	their	Father	
Abraham	hundreds	of	years	earlier	but	this	land	was	occupied	by	nations	who	did	
not	worship	or	recognize	the	God	of	Israel.	Even	though	each	of	these	nations	
could	trace	their	lineage	back	to	the	same	roots	as	Israel	and	many	of	them	also	
believed	Abraham	to	be	their	forefather,	not	through	Isaac	but	Ishmael,	each	had	
chosen	to	worship	pagan	gods.	These	nations	had	forgotten	where	they	had	come	
from	and	had	lost	all	connection	with	the	creator	God	of	Heaven	and	Earth.	These	
nations	were	aware	of	Israel’s	wandering	in	the	desert	and	while	there	the	
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Amalekites	had	attacked	Israel	at	Rephidim	(Exodus	17)	but	Joshua	led	Israel	to	
victory	against	them.	The	nations	had	heard	of	what	the	God	of	Israel	had	done	
on	their	behalf	in	Egypt	and	they	did	not	want	Israel	to	even	come	near	their	
borders	because	of	their	fear	of	Israel’s	God.	Their	hearts	were	hardened	towards	
their	creator	and	they	wanted	nothing	to	do	with	Him	but	God	was	not	to	be	
ignored	nor	his	purposes	in	creation	forgotten.	In	our	passage	this	morning	
Joshua	is	reminding	Israel	to	be	bold	in	taking	ownership	of	their	inheritance	
because	God	was	moving	in	such	a	way	“so	that	all	the	peoples	of	the	earth	
might	know	that	the	hand	of	the	Lord	is	powerful	and	so	that	you	might	always	
fear	the	Lord	your	God.”	God’s	purposes	had	been	clear	since	the	time	of	
Abraham	that	this	land	was	to	be	used	for	the	blessing	of	the	people	of	God	as	an	
inheritance	and	here	they	would	raise	up	many	descendants	and	they	were	to	
become	a	blessing	to	all	nations.	All	nations	would	know	that	there	is	only	one	
God	and	he	was	a	God	of	great	power,	glory	and	of	great	mercy	to	those	who	
would	walk	in	faithful	obedience	to	his	laws	but	they	were	to	find	out	that	he	was	
a	God	who	was	to	be	feared	if	rejected.	Abraham	had	been	obedient	to	the	
commands	of	God	and	Moses	and	Joshua	had	been	encouraging	Israel	to	follow	
the	example	of	their	Father	Abraham.	Now	Israel	was	entering	that	land	and	as	
they	were	crossing	the	Jordon	River	on	dry	land	but	they	were	not	doing	so	
without	others	noticing.		

“Now	when	all	the	Amorite	kings	west	of	the	Jordon	and	all	the	Canaanite	kings	
along	the	coast	heard	how	the	Lord	had	dried	up	the	Jordon	before	the	Israelites	
until	we	had	crossed	over,	their	hearts	melted	and	they	no	longer	had	the	
courage	to	face	the	Israelites.”	Joshua	5:1	

Holding	back	the	water	and	then	crossing	the	Jordon	especially	at	flood	stage	
would	have	been	quite	a	scene	to	behold.	

Just	out	of	curiosity	I	consulted	biblearcheology.org	to	get	a	better	feel	for	what	it	
would	have	been	like	to	cross	the	Jordon	River	at	Gilgal.		

1. The	Jordon	River	at	this	site	is	normally	180	ft.	wide	but	at	flood	stage	more	
than	doubles	that.	

2. The	current	is	normally	about	4	mph	but	at	flood	stage	about	10	mph.	
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3. The	average	depth	is	over	the	head	of	an	average	person.	
4. The	water	backed	up	to	Zarethan	approx.	30	miles	away.	

In	other	words,	this	was	impressive	and	the	pagan	kings	had	every	right	to	be	
alarmed	at	what	God	had	done	on	behalf	of	the	Israelites.	God	did	it	at	a	time	of	
year	where	the	conditions	for	crossing	would	have	been	the	worst	in	order	to	
demonstrate	that	the	God	of	Israel	was	at	hand.		

The	first	generation	of	Israelites	that	had	been	brought	out	of	Egypt	through	the	
Red	Sea	had	continually	disobeyed	the	commands	of	God	and	had	refused	to	
enter	the	Promised	Land	for	fear	of	its	inhabitants	but	now	the	next	generation	
was	given	the	same	opportunity	to	inherit	the	promises	of	God.	I	think	that	it	is	
important	to	notice	how	God	was	inviting	them	to	trust	him,	not	just	in	crossing	a	
powerfully	moving	river,	but	in	the	manner	that	they	would	be	crossing.	Weeks	
ago	we	talked	about	the	battle	plan	that	God	had	given	Gideon	and	how	militarily	
it	didn’t	make	any	sense	but	by	choosing	obedience	Gideon	and	his	300	Israelite	
warriors	saw	God	go	before	them	and	defeat	160,000	Mideonites.		

Now	we	have	all	of	Israel	crossing	over	into	the	Promised	Land	but	it	would	be	
done	according	to	God’s	direction.	The	nations	that	the	first	generation	had	
feared	were	still	there	and	were	as	fearsome	as	they	ever	were	but	rather	than	
sending	the	warriors	first	God	sent	the	priests	carrying	the	Ark	of	the	Covenant	to	
prepare	the	way	for	Israel’s	crossing.	Then	all	of	Israel	crossed	over,	including	
women	and	children	which	is	something	usually	not	done	if	you	are	invading	a	
country.	You	also	don’t	normally	invade	a	country	without	having	a	way	of	retreat	
but	this	was	clearly	a	one	way	crossing.	The	waters	were	going	to	resume	there	
force	and	flow	as	soon	as	Israel	crossed	over,	so	their	only	hope	was	that	their	
God	would	come	through	for	them.	Unlike	their	forefathers	there	was	no	
complaining	and	grumbling	but	faithful	trust	and	obedience.		

God	was	teaching	Israel	a	lesson	that	has	implications	for	us	because	their	
crossing	was	a	sign	and	symbol	of	what	God	was	promising	his	covenant	people	
and	is	still	promising	us	today.	
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1. God	was	giving	them	a	new	and	better	country	to	occupy	as	the	covenant	
people	of	God.	This	was	a	type	of	what	He	is	offering	in	the	New	Heavens	
and	New	Earth	that	Jesus	has	promised	us	if	we	will	be	faithfully	obedient.		

2. They	were	to	Cross	the	Jordon	River	by	faith	believing	that	God	would	
provide	for	them	and	protect	them	and	that	what	he	offered	them	was	so	
much	better	than	what	Egypt	had	offered.	In	the	same	way,	what	God	is	
offering	to	us	in	Christ	is	so	much	better	than	anything	that	the	world	can	
offer.	

3. The	Ark	of	the	Covenant	symbolized	the	presence	of	God	and	contained	the	
written	record	of	his	Covenant	with	Israel.	Here	we	have	the	Lord	
symbolized	by	the	Ark	of	the	Covenant	going	well	before	them	to	make	a	
way	for	them.	Time	and	again	we	read	stories	of	God	going	before	his	
people	to	make	a	way	for	them	or	to	fight	their	battles	for	them.	Christ	has	
gone	before	us	and	overcome	sin	and	death	on	our	behalf.	We	could	not	
have	done	that	for	ourselves	but	we	can	choose	to	follow	and	obey	his	
commands.		

4. In	this	story	the	Ark	of	the	Covenant	serves	to	hold	back	the	waters	of	
judgment	which	would	surely	have	drowned	anyone	caught	up	in	the	force	
of	its	current.	What	a	fitting	symbol	of	the	Lord	Jesus	going	ahead	of	us	to	
face	the	judgment	that	we	deserve.	

Joshua	knew	how	prone	the	people	of	God	were	to	forget	all	that	God	had	done	
for	them	and	he	knew	that	is	why	God	had	them	place	the	stones	of	
remembrance.	They	were	not	to	just	remember	but	to	tell	their	children	the	story	
of	God’s	faithfulness	to	Israel	and	remind	every	generation	forever	of	God’s	
mercy	and	rescue.	Sadly,	once	again	they	soon	forgot	all	that	God	had	done	for	
them.	

In	our	Epistle	reading	this	morning	from	2	Corinthians	5:17–22	Paul	is	reminding	
the	Corinthian	church	that	their	goal	was	to	reveal	what	Christ	had	done	for	them	
and	be	his	ambassadors	to	those	who	were	lost.	The	message	that	they	were	to	
remember	faithfully	was	that	God	through	Christ	was	reconciling	the	world	to	
Himself	and	he	had	given	them	the	calling	to	remember	the	message	of	the	
ministry	of	reconciliation.	If	they	had	been	reconciled	to	God	through	Christ	then	
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they	were	new	creations	and	that	changed	everything.	It	changed	their	
motivation,	goals	and	purpose	for	life	and	it	removed	the	burden	of	their	old	lives	
full	of	sin	and	shame.	In	Christ	these	were	now	gone	and	all	things	were	made	
new.	This	was	the	good	news	of	the	Gospel	that	had	changed	everything	for	them	
and	for	churches	set	up	in	other	towns	in	the	Gentile	world	but	if	they	forgot	their	
calling	then	all	would	be	lost.	The	church	at	Corinth	had	gone	through	so	many	
times	of	turning	back	to	their	sin	and	Paul	had	labored	over	them	to	return	them	
to	faithful	service	and	this	was	a	reminder	of	the	importance	of	remembering	
who	they	belonged	to	and	what	the	calling	on	their	lives	was.	

Israel	had	been	entrusted	with	the	message	signified	by	the	12	stones	by	the	river	
Jordon	that	God	had	been	faithful	and	had	delivered	them	safely	to	the	Promised	
Land.	They	were	to	remember	their	calling	to	continue	to	tell	the	stories	of	God’s	
faithfulness	to	every	generation	and	when	they	didn’t	—	after	only	one	
generation	Israel	turned	and	followed	other	gods.	

Paul	uses	the	vocabulary	of	the	creation	narrative	of	Genesis	to	demonstrate	that	
those	who	are	without	Christ	are	in	darkness	just	like	the	primal	darkness	of	
Genesis	1	but	when	God	spoke	there	was	light	and	all	things	were	shown	as	new	
and	full	of	life.	Paul	had	spoken	of	this	in	chapter	4:	

“The	god	of	this	age	has	blinded	the	minds	of	unbelievers,	so	that	they	cannot	
see	the	light	of	the	gospel	that	displays	the	glory	of	Christ,	who	is	the	image	of	
God.	5	For	what	we	preach	is	not	ourselves,	but	Jesus	Christ	as	Lord,	and	
ourselves	as	your	servants	for	Jesus’	sake.	6	For	God,	who	said,	“Let	light	shine	
out	of	darkness,”	made	his	light	shine	in	our	hearts	to	give	us	the	light	of	the	
knowledge	of	God’s	glory	displayed	in	the	face	of	Christ.”	2	Corinthians	4:4–6	

This	is	the	message	of	reconciliation	but	like	Israel	moving	into	the	Promised	Land	
it	did	not	mean	a	trouble	free	existence	or	life	of	perpetual	bliss,	not	yet.	Israel	
had	to	take	the	land	from	the	enemies	of	God	at	great	cost	and	effort	and	the	
church	was	to	see	their	mission	to	take	back	what	was	stolen	from	God	by	the	
enemy	and	to	give	their	lives	to	the	ministry	of	reconciliation	so	that	those	things	
might	be	returned	to	their	rightful	owner.	This	was	a	war	between	darkness	and	
light	and	it	would	come	with	a	tremendous	price	and	not	be	over	until	Jesus	
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returns	again.	The	payoff	however	is	huge—God’s	people	get	the	Kingdom 	of	God	
as	an	inheritance,	the	very	thing	foreshadowed	in	the	Promised	Land	for	Israel.	

Paul	also	makes	the	point	that	due	to	the	fact	that	God	in	Christ	was	reconciling	
the	world	to	himself	and	no	longer	would	count	our	sins	against	us,	it	came	at	the	
cost	of	His	own	perfect,	holy	and	faithful	Son	taking	our	sins	upon	himself	and	
actually	becoming	sin.	I	don’t	think	that	we	can	really	fully	comprehend	all	that	
this	entails	and	I	don’t	know	that	it	is	possible	for	us	to	fully	see	it	for	what	it	is.	
Jesus	willingness	to	be	obedient	to	the	will	of	the	Father	at	all	cost	even	though	it	
meant	a	complete	separation	from	the	Father	for	the	first	time	in	all	eternity	
should	serve	as	a	witness	and	model	for	how	we	should	live	in	gratitude	to	all	that	
God	has	done	for	us	in	Christ.	All	that	God	had	done	for	Israel	in	bringing	them	
out	of	the	Land	of	Egypt	and	all	the	miraculous	ways	that	God	demonstrated	his	
power	and	love	for	them	should	have	assured	that	they	would	be	faithful	to	Him	
out	of	gratitude	for	his	mercy.	God	showed	them	his	power	and	glory	in	ways	that	
should	have	burned	in	their	hearts	but	Israel	continually	turned	away	to	other	
gods.	God	spoke	to	Moses	in	Exodus	34,		

“Moses	bowed	to	the	ground	at	once	and	worshiped.	9	“Lord,”	he	said,	“if	I	have	
found	favor	in	your	eyes,	then	let	the	Lord	go	with	us.	Although	this	is	a	stiff-
necked	people,	forgive	our	wickedness	and	our	sin,	and	take	us	as	your	
inheritance.”	

10	Then	the	Lord	said:	“I	am	making	a	covenant	with	you.	Before	all	your	people	I	
will	do	wonders	never	before	done	in	any	nation	in	all	the	world.	The	people	you	
live	among	will	see	how	awesome	is	the	work	that	I,	the	Lord,	will	do	for	you.”	
Exodus	34:8–10	

God	was	faithful	and	yet	that	generation	was	so	disobedient	to	God	that	they	
were	not	allowed	to	enter	the	Promised	Land	and	the	passage	from	Joshua	that	
we	read	this	morning	was	about	the	children	of	the	original	people	who	left	Egypt	
with	Moses.	You	would	think	that	they	would	have	seen	the	example	of	what	
happened	to	their	fathers	and	then	how	God	moved	before	them	in	covenant	
faithfulness	and	that	alone	would	be	the	motivation	for	their	faithfulness	in	
service	to	the	God	who	had	delivered	them.	However,	after	they	finally	inherited	
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the	land	and	dispelled	their	enemies	it	wasn’t	long	before	they	forgot	the	God	
who	saved	them	and	played	the	harlot	with	the	gods	of	the	other	nations.	They	
were	to	be	the	light	of	God	to	the	nations	but	instead	allowed	the	darkness	of	
those	nations	to	penetrate	Israel.		

Paul	knew	their	history	and	he	knew	how	quickly	people	forget	what	God	has	
done	for	them	and	so	he	reminds	the	church	at	Corinth	to	not	forget	the	ministry	
that	God	had	given	them,	a	ministry	that	Paul	had	given	his	life	to	and	ultimately	
gave	up	his	life	for.		

So	what	should	be	our	take	away	this	morning	from	this	word	and	example?	

1. Many	times	I	have	had	people	say	to	me,	“If	I	could	just	see	God	do	a	real	
miracle	then	I	would	believe	in	Him	and	follow	him.”		This	has	never	proven	
to	be	absolutely	true.	Seeing	God	move	in	amazing	power	countless	times	
never	was	enough	to	convince	Israel	to	be	faithful	to	God.	They	saw	
amazing	demonstrations	of	the	power	and	glory	of	God	both	in	Egypt	and	
on	Mt.	Sinai	and	they	saw	the	glory	and	presence	of	God	go	with	them	in	
the	cloud	by	day	and	the	pillar	of	fire	by	night.	They	saw	him	bring	clear	
fresh	water	from	a	rock	and	manna	on	the	ground	every	morning	but	even	
that	was	not	enough	to	break	the	hold	of	sin	on	their	lives.	
	
In	the	New	Testament	many	people	saw	Jesus	perform	amazing	miracles	
and	saw	complete	power	and	authority	over	demonic	presence.	They	
personally	saw	him	raise	the	dead	and	feed	thousands	with	a	few	loaves	of	
bread	and	a	few	fish.	Still	they	turned	against	him	and	approved	of	his	
crucifixion	because	he	proved	to	not	be	the	kind	of	Messiah	that	they	
wanted.	The	heart	of	man	is	thoroughly	corrupt	and	physical	evidence	for	
God	is	never	enough.	If	it	were	then	creation	itself	would	be	his	greatest	
proof.	There	must	be	a	transformation	of	the	mind	and	heart	and	that	will	
only	happen	through	a	personal	encounter	with	the	risen	savior	by	faith.	
You	may	be	here	this	morning	having	gone	to	church	all	your	life	but	still	
have	no	sense	of	God’s	presence	or	power	in	your	life.	The	time	is	coming	
soon	where	those	who	would	publicly	profess	that	Jesus	Christ	is	Lord	will	
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pay	a	heavy	price	for	doing	so.	This	has	always	been	the	case	throughout	
church	history	because	it	has	always	been	a	battle	between	light	and	
darkness.	It	hasn’t	happened	much	in	this	country	because	we	have	been	
addicted	to	mediocrity	but	the	lines	in	the	sand	have	now	been	drawn.	How	
will	you	have	the	strength	to	stand	in	the	midst	of	persecution?	I	am	
convinced	that	those	who	stand	and	fight	as	opposed	to	those	who	run	
away	will	be	the	difference	between	those	who	have	had	a	personal	
encounter	with	the	living	savior	and	those	who	have	just	stood	on	the	
outside	looking	in	with	interest.	Which	one	are	you	this	morning?	

2. For	those	who	have	encountered	the	risen	savior	and	committed	their	lives	
to	him,	they	must	also	commit	themselves	to	remembering	all	that	God	has	
done	for	them	and	tell	the	story	of	their	rescue	to	those	without	faith	or	
hope.	We	are	the	living	proof	that	Jesus	is	Lord	by	demonstrating	in	our	
lives	that	he	is	our	Savior	and	Lord.	We	must	tell	the	stories	that	our	
forefathers	stopped	telling	as	we	share	the	Word	of	God	with	others.	We	
are	the	ones	who	have	now	been	given	the	ministry	of	reconciliation.	The	
light	of	Christ	must	shine	into	the	darkness	around	us	and	we	must	tell	His	
story	time	and	time	again.		

We	are	living	in	a	time	that	clearly	shows	that	many	who	would	profess	to	be	
Christians	have	followed	the	same	path	as	their	forefathers	and	have	forgotten	
the	Lord	of	Glory	and	allowed	ourselves	to	be	side	tracked	by	the	god	of	this	
world.	The	time	has	come	for	us	to	repent	of	our	negligence	and	to	turn	once	
more	in	covenant	faithfulness	to	the	Lord	of	the	Covenant.	May	God	make	this	
our	heart	here	at	Light	of	Christ.	Amen!	
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