
 
 

SERMON 
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Text:  Isaiah 2:10-17 

Humility 
 

 Today’s bulletin cover depicts a large, powerful dog and a small kitten.  The word 
“humility” is written underneath.  How do you see that picture?   Do you think of the humility of 
a kitten sitting on the feet of a dog who could devour it in one bite?  Or are you struck by the 
humility of the dog, who is restraining himself, to be peaceable toward the tiny creature? 
   
 Do we see the humility God calls us to have toward Him, when He says things like: 

• I am the Lord, your God.  You shall have no other gods before me. (Exodus 20:1-3) 

• You shall love the Lord your God with your whole heart and soul and mind and 
strength. (Deuteronomy 6:4-9) 
 

• If you love me you will obey my commands. (John 14:15) 
 
 Or do we see from the dog’s perspective the humility Jesus calls us to have toward 
others when He says things like: 
 

• The last shall be first and the first last. (Matthew 20:16) 

• Take the lower seat at the banquet, rather than the place of honor. (Luke 14:10) 

• “You know that the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority 
over them.  Not so with you.  Instead, whoever wants to become great among you 
must be your servant....” (Matthew 20:24-26) 

 
 Both aspects of humility are fundamental to the life of a disciple of Jesus Christ.  
Today, I’m going to talk about the humility God demands of us in relation to Him.  Our text is 
Isaiah 2:10-17.  It tells us to go hide from the fearful presence of the Lord and the splendor of 
His majesty, because He is going to bring down the arrogance of man.  In that day, Human 
pride will be humbled, and God alone will be exalted. 
  
 Why does God detest arrogance and demand humility?  It goes to the very heart of 
who God is and who we are.  God is the Creator and we are the creatures He has made.  He 
has fashioned us in His own image.  He has breathed the breath of life into us.  In Him we 
live and move and have our being.  As the Psalmist said,  
 

When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which 
you have set in place, what is man that you are mindful of him? [Psalm 8:3-4] 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+2:10-17
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 God is exalted, simply because of who He is.  We exalt Him, simply because we are 
who we are.  God built that perspective into us to guide our lives.  But we lose touch with that 
reality; and when we do, we lose the meaning and purpose of our lives.  It is our pride and 
arrogance which take us to that terrible dead end.  I was in college when the philosophy 
departments were declaring, “God is dead.”  It was the 1960’s, and a whole movement of 
thinking had become fashionable, which said essentially, “I’m too intelligent to believe in 
God.”  There was an attitude in academia that there is only one way to know something for 
sure, and that was the scientific method.  And if God were real, He could prove it to us 
through the scientific method.  But absent proof, they said, we are too smart to buy the myth 
or the folklore or the “comfortable fairy tale” that God exists at all—much less that He created 
us, and even less that He involves Himself in our lives. 
 
 
 Where that led was to a philosophy of despair.  Stripped of any purpose for our 
existence, life becomes meaningless.  If we came into existence by accident, then what does 
it matter how we live?  Or what does it matter even whether we live?  The arrogance of man 
causes us to strip all the meaning out of our lives. 
 
 Of course, it isn’t only the non-believer who is arrogant toward God.  It is also the 
person who knows there is a God, but who thinks he or she knows better than God.  This 
arrogance manifests itself in many ways. 
 

• Changing the meaning of God’s Word to suit our tastes. 

• Ignoring God’s commandments because we presume upon His mercy and 
forgiveness. 
 

• Forgetting about God until we fail to make it on our own. 
 

• Being cruel to other human beings whom God loves, because we want so much for 
ourselves. 
 

 We see all those things happening in the Bible.  We see those things all throughout 
human history.  We see them happening today.  We do some of those things ourselves.  The 
fact is, we are infected by the same deadly virus that has infected the rest of the world.  That 
is why Jesus came to save us.  That is why Jesus spoke so often about humility, and why He 
said things like: 
 

Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God 
belongs to such as these.  I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom 
of God like a little child will never enter it. [Luke 18:16-17] 
 

 What aspect of being a child was Jesus speaking about?  He was speaking about trust 
and obedience.  When He said that the Greatest Commandment was to love the Lord our 
God with our whole heart and soul and mind and strength, He was talking about a childlike 
total surrender to God: 
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• Recognizing that God is in charge. 

• Recognizing that all we have comes from Him. 

• Listening to what He says to us. 

• Obeying what He commands us to do. 

• Relying on Him for all we need. 

• In short, trusting him in everything, including the outcome of all we do in obedience to 
Him. 
 

 Loving God means to gratefully and obediently submit to His wonder and excellence 
and glory, and to put ourselves in His hands and at His disposal. 
 
 And when we are arrogant, when we are not humble toward God, we cannot love God 
that way.  And it matters.  It matters a great deal, because God has so much He wants to 
show us, teach us, and do with us.  He wants us to be reachable, and He cannot reach us 
when our hearts are hardened with pride and arrogance.  The Bible says, 
 

Surely the arm of the Lord is not too short to save, nor his ear too dull to hear.  But 
your iniquities have separated you from your God: your sins have hidden his face from 
you, so that he will not hear. [Isaiah 59:12] 
 

 God wants to communicate with us.  But we have to be reachable.  Lee Strobel, the 
author of The Case for Christ, tells about his life as a non-believer.  He was dismayed when 
his wife began worshipping at a Christian Church, and became more and more committed to 
her faith.  God had not been able to reach Strobel as He had reached Strobel’s wife, because 
he was stubborn in his refusal to entertain the possibility that God existed and had sent His 
Son to die on the cross, and that Jesus had risen from the dead.  The stubborn non-believing 
husband wanted very much to demonstrate to his wife that it was all a myth, and so he 
pursued the matter like a case in court.  He looked for the evidence that would prove or 
disprove the claims of the Bible.  And in the process, God reached him.  Today, Lee Strobel 
is an evangelist who has a powerful ministry to skeptics about the God of the Bible.  
 
 God wants to reach us so He can teach us.  He wants to educate us.  He wants to 
lead us.  He wants to show us His plans for us, and how He is going to partner with us in His 
great plan of redeeming the world from sin and death.  And arrogant people are not 
teachable.  We are teachable only if we are humble. 
   
 During our Lenten Series this past spring, we heard about the life and legacy of John 
Wesley.  Wesley was one of the great figures in Christian history, and he became so because 
he was teachable.  He was someone you would have called holy very early in life.  In college, 
the campus ministry he founded was dubbed the Holy Club by the other students.  And one 
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thing you can see in his life was a certain spiritual pride.  He seemed to operate on the belief 
that if he was good enough and worked hard enough, he would convert the world to 
Christianity.  He had a rigid and comprehensive set of principles for Christian living; and they 
were a good list.  But it remained for him to be humbled. 
 
 God humbled John Wesley when he came to America in the 1703’s to convert the 
Indians in Georgia, and failed.  He wasn’t successful as a pastor.  He was discouraged by a 
disastrous love affair.  And he even failed in his own eyes when, in a storm sailing back to 
England, he feared for his life.  But in surrendering his fears and his aspirations to God, he 
learned humility before God.  That is when John Wesley became what God had created him 
to become.  He was teachable, and God taught him well. 
 
 God wants to reach each one of us, and He wants to teach each one of us.  He wants 
to break through our pride and our arrogance.  He wants us to be as humble as a child and to 
trust Him and obey Him.  For God has created each one of us to love Him and to love our 
neighbors.  He has given us special gifts.  He has assignments for us, if we will be able to 
hear Him.  He has plans for us that He wants us to get on board with.  He has promised to 
pour out His Holy Spirit on us to make it possible for us to do those things He has in store for 
us. 
 
 How do we practice being humble before God so that we are reachable and 
teachable?  
  
 First, we practice humility before God by worshiping Him.  “Worship” doesn’t refer to 
just showing up at church to attend a service.  It means to recognize God’s greatness and 
exalt Him, praise Him, and thank Him.  It means to focus your heart on God and not on 
yourself.  It means being willing to sing to Him, whether you are proud of your singing voice 
or not.  It means being willing to show outward and visible signs of your adoration without 
being concerned about how you may look to others.  When our worship is all for God, we are 
humble.  When it is about us and our tastes and desires and schedules and sensitivities, we 
are not humble. 
 
 Second, we practice humility before God in the way we respond to His Word.  Humility 
demands that we accept God’s Word and God’s teaching.  Yes, there are some things in the 
Bible that are mysterious.  There are things which seem ambiguous.  There are things that 
we don’t know whether to take literally or figuratively.  But there are also things which are 
very direct and very clear.  We are smart enough to quibble about their meaning and wriggle 
out from under what they say.  But when we do that we are not being humble before God.  
We are currently witnessing the most blatant example of this kind of quibbling and wriggling.  
Segments of the Western Christian Church have redefined marriage, and equated 
relationships between people of the same sex with God’s gift of marriage between a man and 
a woman.  There is no mystery or ambiguity or metaphor in what the Bible has to say about 
those issues.  And yet, in order arrogantly to advance a social agenda, leaders in the Church 
have begun blessing that which God’s word condemns.  If we want to be reachable and 
teachable, we have to be humble, and that means sitting under God’s Word, whether we like 
it, whether it is popular, or whether it is easy. 



5 
 

 
 Third, we practice humility before God by asking Him to guide us.  Many of us have an 
extensive prayer life.  We pray for those we love.  We pray for the Church.  We pray for God’s 
mission in the world.  We pray for our own good health and prosperity. 
   

• But do we pray, “Speak Lord, for your servant is listening,” as Samuel did?  (1 Samuel 
3:9)) 
 

• Do you pray, “Teach me your ways, so I may know you,” as Moses did? (Exodus 
33:13) 
 

• Do you pray like David, when he said, “Show me the way I should go, for you lift up my 
soul?” (Psalm 143:8) 
 

• Do you pray like Solomon, when he said, “O Lord, God, you have made me king.  But I 
am only a little child and do not know how to carry out my duties.  ...give me a 
discerning heart?” (I Kings 3:7-9) 
 

To be arrogant is to presume we know better than God.  To be humble is to acknowledge 
God’s infinitely superior wisdom, and to trust that He will guide us into His truth. 
 
 In this season of graduations, I have heard a number of valedictory addresses.  There 
is a common theme in the proclamation of eager young graduates that they are the most 
intelligent and best educated class ever.  I heard what I have heard for as many years as I 
can remember:  “We can do whatever we set our minds to, if we work hard enough.”  They 
have been set up to be arrogant before God. 
 
 This past Friday, I spent the day with ten girls, three boys and six adults at King’s 
Dominion.  We were there for the fun and to enjoy a concert by several Christian bands.  I 
rode a number of rides—some described by the management as “aggressive thrill rides.”  I 
got wet in the water park.  And we sat on the hillside of the outdoor amphitheater enjoying the 
cool breeze of the evening.  As I watched the kids, I thought about all that lies before them.  I 
thought about the gifts God has given them, and the plans God has for them.  And I thought 
about the long struggle they will have if they buy into the worldly vision of achievement and 
success.  How much better they will be if they never lose the childlike trust they have for God.  
If they practice humility, and keep themselves humble before God, He will teach them His 
ways, guide their steps, and show them His plans for them. 
 
 I also thought about us older disciples who are raising them up.  How hard God has 
worked on humbling us, so that we could be reachable and teachable.  How many dead ends 
we have come to, trying to make it on our own.  How many mistakes we have left in our wake 
as we have assumed we knew better than God.  How many missed opportunities we have 
blown right by because we didn’t ask Him what His plans were for us.  And yet, He has never 
let us go.  And He isn’t done with us yet.  He isn’t done with the little ones, and He isn’t done 
with the elders among us.  For with God’s power working in us, we can do anything God 
wants us to do.  
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Speak, Lord for your servants are listening. 

We have come, bowed down and bent the knee before you, 

our Lord and maker; 

for you are our God, and we are the people of your pasture  

and the sheep of your hand. 

Teach us your ways, for you lift up our soul. 

Give us discerning hearts. 

Show us the way we should go. 

And use us to show forth your glory in all the world.  Amen.   

  
Jeffrey O. Cerar, 2014 
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