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Acts Chapter 2 

Baptized into Joy 
 

 Today is one of the great festivals of the Church year:  Pentecost, the day when the 
Holy Spirit fell upon the Apostles, and they went out to proclaim the Good News of Jesus 
Christ with power.  It was the beginning of the tidal wave that has brought billions of souls into 
the Kingdom of God in the years since. 
 
 Pentecost was one of the great festivals of the Jewish calendar as well.  It was called 
the “Feast of Weeks,” because it came seven weeks after the Passover.  Every year, many 
Jews would travel to Jerusalem to observe the Pentecost festival—Jews from many nations, 
people of many different tongues.  And that is what happened on the Pentecost about which 
the Bible tells us in the Book of Acts, Chapter 2. 
   
 It was 50 days after Jesus rose from the dead.  The disciples were still afraid and 
uncertain about what they should do.  They were together in a house in Jerusalem.  Jesus 
had told them to go there and wait, for He was going to baptize them with the Holy Spirit.  
There were about 20 of them: the eleven, along with Jesus’ brothers and Mary, their mother 
and the women who had been part of their company. (Acts 1:14)  They weren’t just hiding 
out.  They were preparing themselves for whatever the Lord wanted to do with them.  They 
chose Matthias to take the place of Judas on the team.  And they waited. 
 
 Pentecost was the day when God fulfilled the promise.  The Bible likens it to a mighty 
rushing wind and tongues like fire descending upon each of them.  And then the big miracle 
occurred.  Each of them began speaking in different languages, and they knew that Jesus 
had sent the Holy Spirit upon them, just as He had said. 
   
 It drew a crowd—a huge crowd.  What that says to me is that they rushed out into the 
streets and started preaching.  They must have stopped in an open area, where a crowd of 
thousands could assemble.  The people were amazed.  This was extraordinary.  They could 
all hear and understand what the disciples were saying in their own languages.  They wanted 
someone to explain this to them.  
 
 That was when Peter got up and began to preach.  He quoted them the ancient 
prophecy that God would pour out His Spirit on all flesh. (Joel 2:28-32)  And he told them 
about Jesus of Nazareth, about how the people had put Him to death on a cross, and about 
how He rose again from the dead, again as prophesied long ago.  And he said to them: 
 

Therefore, let all Israel be assured of this:  God has made this Jesus, whom you 
crucified, both Lord and Christ. [Acts 2:36] 
 

 The people were cut to the heart and they said, “What shall we do?” Peter answered,  
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Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins.  And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. [Acts 2:38] 
 

 And those who accepted the message were baptized, and about three thousand were 
added to the Church that very day.  And since that time, people all over the earth have heard 
the Gospel and been saved by putting their trust in Jesus.  God is redeeming the lost, one 
sinner at a time.  
 
 Why did God kick it off that way, enabling the desciples to speak all those languages?  
It was probably to show that His salvation was for everyone.  Later, in the Book of Revelation, 
Jesus shows us the future:  a vast multitude too large to count will stand before the throne of 
God and praising Him—people from every tongue, language, tribe and nation. (Revelation 
7:9-10)  Imagine the glory of it:  people dressed in every kind of clothing imaginable, in every 
color, singing and waving their hands and shouting praises in thousands of different 
languages. 
 
 That is what God is doing through the Church—through you and me, the inheritors of 
His mission.  And it started that day when three thousand were baptized in Jerusalem.  Yes, it 
is God’s mission.  Jesus told His disciples before He was taken up into heaven,  
 

• “You shall be my witnesses, in Jerusalem and all Judea and Samaria and to the ends 
of the earth.”  (Acts 1:8) 
 

• He said, “Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you.” (Matthew 28:19-20)  

 
 Baptize them!  The first disciples baptized 3,000 that day in Jerusalem.  And that is 
what we are doing today.  Charlie and Kim Nguyen are Christian parents, and we are 
baptizing their children today.  They came to the US from Vietnam 26 years ago.  Michael 
and Lysa were born in Roanoke, and LeAnne was born in Kilmarnock.  And their 
grandmother is here today for this special occasion. 
 
 Michael is a student at Old Dominion University in Norfolk.  Lysa graduates this week 
from Lancaster High School, and will attend Virginia Commonwealth University in Richmond.  
LeAnne is entering the tenth grade at Lancaster High School.  Michael, Lysa and LeAnne are 
at a point when they are looking ahead and thinking about what they are going to do with 
their lives.  And it is a good time to ask the question, “Why be baptized into the Christian life?” 
 
 That may sound like a simple question.  You get baptized because you have seen the 
light, you accept Jesus as your Lord and Savior, and you want to spend eternity with Him.  
But I would hope that every one of you could give a much richer, much more excited and 
enthusiastic answer than that. What God gives us when we put our trust in Jesus is a great 
treasure that ought to ignite in us immense joy. 
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 Consider, first of all, that when you become a Christian believer, you have the Word of 
God at your disposal in the Bible.  In it are the answers to the big questions of life.  Sadly, 
much of the world has no access to it, because they don’t believe it.  But here in God’s Word, 
He gives us the answers to questions like:  
  

• Where did the world come from? 

• Where did life come from, and especially human life? 

• Why do we exist? 

• How should we live? 

• Why do people do such terrible things to each other? 

• God answers those questions, and He tells us how He is going about fixing it all and 
making all things new. 
 

• He tells us about Jesus, and why He came into the world. 

• He tells us about what He intends to do with us, to fulfill our lives and to fulfill His 
mission. 
 

• He tells us what to look forward to in eternity. 

 Much of the world goes around as if all of these are questions that have no answers.  
But the God who made it all has given us this great gift.  And those who put their trust in Him 
and become members of His family can hear and believe and understand. 
 
 And that is not all.  God has opened up the lines of communication with Him for all who 
join this family.  We can pray to Him any time of the night or day, and we don’t need an 
appointment.  He’s never too busy to hear from us.  Some Christians worry that their 
problems are too small to justify taking them to God.  But He is the God of the unimaginably 
vast and the unimaginably small.  He cares about every little detail and to the big picture as 
well.  His Word says He knows every hair on our head. (Matthew 10:30-31) It says He knew 
us before we were even formed in our mother’s womb. (Psalm 139:13-16)  It says He created 
us in His own image for His own pleasure. (Genesis 1:26)  He is always happy to hear from 
us.  
  
 Sometimes in the early morning, Lynne and I go out walking and praying together.  
One morning we were both struggling, and I said to God, “We need a boost.  Give us a 
beautiful bird to bless us.”  And almost instantly, the biggest, most majestic great blue heron 
we had ever seen glided down and landed in the shallow water of the pond where we were 
walking.  The God who answered that little prayer is the God who said in His Word, “I will 
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never leave you or forsake you.”  And who told His disciples, “I am with you always, even to 
the end of the ages.” (Matthew 28:20) 
 
 Being loved like that is the greatest blessing in life.  And God’s love is the source of all 
love.  “He loved the world so much that He sent His only Son, so that all who believe in Him 
may not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16) The love Jesus has for us is our strength 
and our hope.  There is no greater love than that which He displayed for us when He laid 
down His life for us. (John 15:13)  Experiencing that love on a daily basis, and loving Him in 
return, is what the joyful Christian life is all about.  
  
 And once we are baptized into the family of God, we experience God’s love in other 
tangible ways.  We experience it through one another.  Jesus wanted that so much that He 
commanded it of us:  “Love one another as I have loved you.” (John 15:12)  
  

• We encourage one another when things are bleak.   

• We pick up the load for each other when we can’t carry it on our own.   

• We drive each other to our radiation treatments. 

• We pray for each other. 

• We help each other make sense of our dilemmas. 

• We tell each other the truth. 

• We make each other laugh. 

• We cry together. 

• We pump up each other’s faith when we falter. 

• And we celebrate together how precious is the God whom we know and love, as we 
are doing right now, this morning. 
 

 Are you getting the picture?  This Christian life is not about patiently waiting for 
heaven.  This Christian life is about the Kingdom of God coming down upon us and around 
us and making us new.  Peter said that Pentecost, “Be baptized and receive the Holy Spirit.” 
(Acts 2:38)  It is the Holy Spirit who makes us able to understand and believe God’s Word.  It 
is the Holy Spirit who empowers us to love.  And the Holy Spirit works in us to do great things 
that are otherwise beyond our reach.  When we serve the Lord, we are not stuck with our 
own strength, our own wits and our own imagination.  We have His power working in us.  
When we allow ourselves to trust in Him,  
 

• He will take us places we couldn’t have guessed.   
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• He will put us in positions where the voice we speak can be none other than His.   

• He will heal people on whom we lay our hands.   

• He will change situations  

• and clear obstacles and  

• pave pathways through our prayers and our willing action.  
  

 What kind of satisfaction should that give us?  What kind of joy?  To be working 
alongside the King of kings and Lord of lords and watching Him do marvelous things makes 
our lives purposeful and fulfilled. 
 
 Now, you may say, but what about the downside?  What about the risk you take on?  
People will ridicule you.  You could be persecuted.  You could be killed.  You could be too 
generous and run out of money for yourself.  You could be too obedient to God’s law and 
miss out on all the fun. 
   
 Yes, you will hear those things.  But nothing in life is without risk. 

• A professional football career can be ended by an injury. 

• A soldier’s life can be radically changed by a land mine. 

• A business can go under because its product is no longer in demand. 

 The big question is not, how do I minimize the risk of life?  The big question is whether 
that for which you take a risk is worth it in the great scheme of things.  I submit that when you 
are about the business of the King of kings and Lord of lords, whatever risk you take on is 
well worth it.  
  
 And God will never hang you out to dry. 

• Jesus said, “I am with you always.” 

• Jesus said, “Consider the lilies of the field; they neither toil nor spin, but God has 
arrayed them in wondrous glory.  He knows what you need.  Seek first the Kingdom of 
God, and He will give you all these other things.”(Matthew 6:28-33)  
 

• He said, even if they kill you, your eternal life is secure. (Luke 21:16-19) “I go to 
prepare a place for you, and I will come for you so that where I am, you may be also.” 
(John 14:2-3)  
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 All that is our inheritance as the children of God.  And it is into this family that Michael, 
Lysa and LeAnne are being baptized today.  You are accepting an invitation to belong to 
Jesus.  And with His gift of salvation He brings demands.  He wants all of you—your heart, 
soul, mind and strength.  He said, “Whoever wants to save his life will lose it.  But whoever 
loses his life for me will find it.” (Matthew 16:25)  “Whoever wants to be my disciple must 
deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.” (Mark 8:34)  Are you prepared to do that?  
I pray that every one of us will become more and more convinced every day that what Jesus 
is asking of us is the only real way to live. 
 
 John Piper has a wonderfully simple way of summarizing the Christian life.  He says 
the goal of the Christian life is “gladly making others glad in God.” (John Piper, Don’t Waste 
Your Life, p. 99, (Crossway, Wheaton, IL 2003) He’s saying that knowing Jesus is such a joy 
that it overflows from the believer and invites others to know that same joy, for which God 
created them.  Jesus said, “I have spoken these things to you so that my joy may be in you, 
and that your joy may be full.”  (John 15:11) 
 
 You won’t find that joy anywhere else.   

• Solomon couldn’t find it in earthly treasure.   

• Tiger Woods couldn’t find it in being the best golfer alive.   

• Vincent Van Gogh couldn’t find it in his painting. 

• Liz Taylor couldn’t find it in her 7 husbands. 

• You won’t find it in food,  

• or drugs,  

• or sex  

• or books  

• or movies.   

 The only true joy is to find your life and your meaning in God.  And when you do, He 
has a great treasure for you.  That treasure is a life in which: 
 

• You have constant access to the Father and Creator of the universe,  
 

• You know and love His divine Son, Jesus; 
 

• and you have the power of His Holy Spirit working in you to do infinitely more than you 
can ask or imagine. (Ephesians 3:20) 
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 So, LeAnne, Lysa and Michael, are you ready to receive the sacrament of baptism, 
and to enter into such a life?  If so, please come up. 

 

Jeffrey O. Cerar, 2014 
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