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Back in the summer of 1993, after my graduation from seminary, Lynne and I went on a trip 
to Wales.  It was a glorious time.  In the southeastern part of Wales, we went to visit Tintern 
Abbey, which was the ruins of a monastery and church dating back to the 12th Century.  It 
was a place of great peace and beauty.  Afterwards, we were to spend the night at an inn 
called the Crown at Whitebrook.  We didn’t have good directions on how to get there.  The 
ones we had were ambiguous.  So I stopped a man in a pickup truck who I thought was 
probably a local.  He knew the place we were looking for.  He started to give us directions, 
but he could see confusion on our faces.  So he said, “I’ll tell you what.  I’ll take you there.  
Just follow me.” 
 
 Jesus did that with the disciples on the night before He died.  He said: 

Do not let your hearts be troubled.  You believe in God; believe also in me.  My 
Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am 
going there to prepare a place for you?  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.  You know 
the place where I am going. [John 14:1-4] 
 

 Jesus was preparing the disciples for what was to come.  It was going to be hard for 
them.  He needed to comfort them.  He needed to reassure and strengthen them.  It was not 
a time for ambiguity. 
 
 Even so, they weren’t sure what He was saying.  “We don’t know where you are going, 
so how can we know the way?” they asked.  And Jesus’ answer was definitive and 
unambiguous.  
  

I am the way and the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through 
me. [John 14:6] 
 

 He said, “I am the way.”  He didn’t say, “I am a way.”  He didn’t say, “I am one of many 
ways.  He said there is no way to the Father except through me. 
 
 He said, “I am the truth.”  He didn’t say, “You have your truth and I have mine.”  He 
didn’t say, “Truth is whatever you want it to be.”  He said, “I am the truth.” 
 
 He said, “I am the life.”  He didn’t say, “There are many ways to get through life that 
will serve you equally well.”  He said, “I am the life.” 
 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john%2014:1-14
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 It was a time for unflinching, unambiguous truth, and Jesus gave them that.  When we 
quote this statement by Jesus, we run into opposition.  People balk at that kind of certitude 
these days.  They say Jesus’ claim is exclusive.  And they are right.  They say it is dogmatic, 
and they are right.  Truth has a way of excluding the untrue.  Jesus didn’t expect to comfort, 
strengthen and reassure His disciples with platitudes or vagueness.  He meant to tell it like it 
is in all its dogmatic, exclusive truth.  “I am the way, the truth and the life.  There is no way to 
the Father except through me.” 
 
 We have to admit that this is exclusive in the sense that there is only one way.  But 
how could there be more than one way?  What, after all, is the big problem Jesus came to 
solve?  The problem is not that people deserve a good life and then a good afterlife to follow.  
The problem is that we are alienated from God.  Every human being is alienated from God, 
which means that we are alienated from the purpose of our lives.  God made us so we could 
be close and intimate with Him.   Adam and Eve briefly enjoyed that closeness and intimacy 
with God in the Garden of Eden.  But they lost it when they chose to trust the devil instead of 
God.  So what is the solution?  The solution is to restore that relationship.  
  
 Most of the world has misdefined the problem.   
 

• Some say the problem is a lack of inner peace. 

• Some say the problem is that humans can’t get along with each other. 

• Some say the problem is that resources are scarce and are not equally shared. 

• Some say the problem is that the life force in the universe is disturbed by the way we 
mistreat our planet. 

 
 You will hear the human problem defined in a hundred different ways.  But the truth is, 
people are cut off from the one relationship for which they were created.  They are not 
intimate with their Creator, who made us for Himself.  That is the root of everything that 
troubles mankind.  Our whole purpose for being is to be intimate with God, both in this life, 
and for all eternity.  And when we lack that intimacy, we are hounded by a longing, an 
emptiness, an incompleteness.  We may not admit what that emptiness is all about.  But it will 
never be filled by anything other than fellowship with God. 
 
 The big question is, how do you solve that problem? 

• You don’t solve it by transcendental meditation. 

• You don’t solve it by being the best person you can be. 

• You don’t solve it by acquiring all the knowledge in the world. 

• You don’t solve it by forcing everyone at the point of a sword to embrace your religion. 
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 In fact, you don’t solve it at all.  Only God can solve that problem.  Only God can 
restore the relationship which we had with Him and broke.  And He chose to do that by 
coming into our midst Himself in the person of Jesus Christ.  
    
 But that is where a lot of people stumble.  They don’t accept that Jesus is God.  If 
Jesus were just a good man or a great teacher, as so many people are willing to admit, then 
He would be just another way to solve those lesser problems—problems like a lack of inner 
peace, or conflict between human beings or sharing scarce resources.  But Jesus is much 
more.  He is God Himself, and only He is able to solve the real problem.  In order to embrace 
His offer, you have to believe that He is who He says He is.  That is why Jesus said that God 
sent His Son so that all who believe in Him might not perish but have everlasting life. (John 
3:16)  
  
 But even the disciples struggled to hear what Jesus was saying.  Philip heard Jesus 
say, “There is no way to the Father except through me.”  And his response was, “Lord, show 
us the Father, and that will be enough for us.” (John 14:8)  And Jesus answered, don’t you 
see, Philip?  “If you have seen me, you have seen the Father.” (John 14:9)  And He said, “I 
am in the Father and the Father is in me.” (John 14:10, 11)  In other words, as Jesus had 
said to them earlier, “I and the Father are one.” (John 10:30)  And that is what He meant by “I 
am the truth and the life.”  God is the source of all truth.  God is the source of all life. 
   
 In verse 11, Jesus said: 
 

Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least 
believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves. 
 

He is saying that He did the miracles so that people would know who He is and believe.  He 
wants the world to believe.  And so, as Jesus wrapped up this discourse, He told the disciples 
that He was going to make it possible for them to carry on His work. 
 

I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing.  He will 
do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.  And I will do 
whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father. (John 
14:12-13) 
 

 The disciples—and we, as disciples two millennia on down the road—are going to 
have to carry the message and the offer and the hope of Jesus to the world.  And the reason 
is that His offer of salvation is made to everyone.  But unless they believe in Him, they will not 
accept.  Paul spoke forcefully to us about this in his letter to the Romans: 
 

Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.  How, then, can they call on 
the name of the one they have not believed in?  And how can they believe in the one 
of whom they have not heard?  And how can they hear without someone preaching to 
them?  And how can they preach unless they are sent?  As it is written, “How beautiful 
are the feet of those who bring good news.” [Romans 10:13-15] 
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 Here, on the night Jesus was to be taken into custody and headed inexorably to the 
cross, He spoke to His disciples, to comfort them and to reassure them.  And He spoke to 
them unambiguously and directly.  
  

• I am the only way. 

• You are going to be the ones to get the message out. 

• And I will be there with you, answering your prayers so that you can do amazing things 
in my name. 

 
 He went on to promise them that He would send the Holy Spirit to live with them and to 
dwell in them. (John 14:15-17)  And all that has come to pass. 
 
 We live in a time when ambiguity is regarded as a positive thing.  People want clarity 
and precision when they get directions to an important event.  They know we need precision 
when we fire off a rocket to Mars.  But when it comes to things of eternal value, they want to 
cling to false hopes like, “All roads lead to God.”  But if what we give them as our gift from 
Jesus is ambiguity, we withhold from them the bread of life.  For if they do not find Jesus, 
who is the way, the truth and the life, they will continue on with that empty God-shaped hole 
in their lives.  
  

 So, yes, the message is exclusive in the sense that only those who believe Jesus is 
who He says He is can accept what He promises.  But His offer is made to everyone!  Every 
person in the world is invited to come and see.  Every person is invited to repent and believe.  
Every person is invited to be reconciled with the God who made us.  That is not exclusive.  
That is expansive. 
 
 Far from complaining about exclusivity, the world should be overjoyed that there is any 
way at all.  We ought to rejoice and proclaim the wonder of what God does for us that we 
cannot do for ourselves.  He is making a way to restore our relationship with Him.  All is not 
lost.  He has saved us. 
 
 I’ve been watching on the news lately as people have been rescued from the flash 
floods that have been happening in various parts of the country.  They were crying tears of 
gratitude that somebody came in a boat to rescue them.  I didn’t see any of them complaining 
that they preferred a different kind of boat.  They were glad to be saved. 
 
 “I am the way, the truth and the life.  There is no way to the Father except through 
me.”  That is Jesus’ message.  And that is the unambiguous gift we have to share with the 
world. 
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