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Peace Be With You 
 

 In the Book of Numbers in the Old Testament, Moses records many instructions for the 
priests.  At that time, the priests were the sons of Aaron.  In Chapter 6, God says to Moses: 
  

“Tell Aaron and his sons, ‘This is how you are to bless the Israelites.  Say to them:  
‘The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon you and be 
gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.’” 
 

 We call this the Aaronic Blessing.  This is the ancient source of the words Jews use to 
greet each other even today.  They say, “Shalom.”  Shalom means peace.  The notion of 
shalom is a broad one.  It includes all good things in life that come from God.  When a person 
greets another with the word shalom, he or she is saying, in effect, “I wish you security, 
safety, prosperity and happiness.”  
  
 “Peace be with you.”  That was how Jesus greeted the disciples on the night He rose 
from the dead.  He came into the room where they were gathered, stood among them and 
said, “Peace be with you.” (John 20:19)  But this was not just a greeting.  Nor was it a well-
wishing, or even just a prayer.  When Jesus said “Peace be with you,” He was offering them 
peace.  And it was a peace only He could give. 
   
 I’d like to dwell for a few moments this morning on the peace that Jesus offers.  Let’s 
take a look at something He said to the disciples a few days earlier at the Last Supper.  He 
said, 
 

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.  I do not give to you as the world gives.  
Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. [John 14:26-27] 
 

 Jesus wanted His disciples to know that the peace He offered them—the peace He 
offers us—is something quite different from what the world has to offer.  I have a set of books 
that someone in my law firm gave me as a gift when I announced in 1990 that I was resigning 
my partnership to go to seminary.  I have always treasured those books because they were 
such a heartfelt gesture from a man in the mail room whom I hardly knew.  One of the books 
in that series is the New Testament Greek Lexicon.  In that book is the best definition I have 
found for the peace that Jesus offered that resurrection night when He stood among the 
disciples and said, “Peace be with you.”  It goes like this: 
 

The tranquil state of a soul assured of its salvation through Christ, and so fearing 
nothing from God and content with its earthly lot, of whatever sort that is.1 

 
                                            
1 The New Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament, Strong’s Concordance Code #1515, def. 5. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john%2020:19-31
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 This 19th Century English reads a bit stiffly to us.  But what it is saying is that when you 
are assured of salvation through faith in Christ, you can be at peace with God, and therefore 
you can be at peace with life, no matter what life may throw at you.  Some of you know that 
kind of peace.  To others, it seems like a stretch.  I would venture to say that if such peace 
sounds like an unrealistic hope to you, it is because of one of two things: 
 

• Either you have not grasped the full implications of your salvation; 

• or, you have not fully accepted the truth that your salvation is guaranteed by a 

benevolent Christ who promised it to you.   

If so, I urge you not to think badly of yourself.  You are in good company.  In our Lenten 
Series this year, we were introduced to the spiritual life of five giants of the Christian faith.  
Two of them wrestled with the assurance of salvation.  
  
 One was Martin Luther.  For many years he was tormented by his unworthiness to be 
blessed by God.  He knew that Jesus was the Son of God who died for the sins of the world.  
But he could not accept the fact that one as culpable as he and as unworthy as he could be 
at peace with God.  He suffered from depression.  He became a monk and tried all sorts of 
self-denial in attempts to become righteous.  But one day, when he was studying the Book of 
Romans and lecturing on the Psalms, it all fell into place for him.  It was as if he was “born 
again,” when he understood the message of salvation:  the righteousness of God is a gift to 
those who believe Jesus and trust in His promises.  Martin Luther was about 30 years old, 
and from that time, he was at peace with God.  His life was not easy or simple after that, and 
we will talk about that phenomenon in a few minutes.  But he suddenly knew a peace that 
surpassed all human understanding, because he knew he was saved. 
 
 Another hero of the faith who struggled mightily with assurance was John Wesley.  In 
his college years at Oxford, Wesley was a leader in what his classmates sarcastically called 
the “Holy Club.” The members subscribed to a strict set of spiritual rules and practices 
designed to lead them into a life of righteousness.  Later, as a young clergyman he sailed 
from England to the colony of Georgia. He served there as a chaplain, a pastor and a 
missionary to the Indians.  He tried to persuade his parishioners to live by those holy 
practices, and they rebelled.  He also failed at love, and he failed to convert even one Indian.  
He returned to England bitterly disillusioned.  On the way, there was a great storm at sea, 
and Wesley was terrified.  But he observed a group of Moravian Christians who were not 
afraid, and he concluded his faith was lacking.  Some time after his return to England, he was 
listening to a teaching on the change of heart God works in those who have faith in Christ, 
and he was converted.  He gave all his trust to Jesus at that moment.  And he went on to be 
a towering figure in Christian history. 
 
 There is enormous freedom in knowing that the one greatest problem that every 
human being is burdened with has been taken care of.  The one greatest danger human 
beings face, an eternity in hell, has been swept aside, despite our unworthiness.  The one 
greatest deficit we face from the moment we are born, an inability to be truly close to our 
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creator, has been canceled by Jesus for those who believe in Him.  And in knowing that, we 
have enormous freedom—and enormous peace:  peace with God; peace with ourselves; and 
peace in the face of whatever life throws at us. 
 
 The Apostle Paul knew that freedom and that peace.  In Philippians, he said, 

...I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances.  I know what it is to be in 
need, and I know what it is to have plenty.  I have learned the secret of being content 
in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in 
want.  I can do everything through him who gives me strength. [Philippans 4:11-13] 
 

 If Paul hadn’t said it, Martin Luther might have, or John Wesley, or any number of 
Christians who had embraced as a free gift the assurance of their salvation.   
 

• I have known Christians of abject poverty in India who live triumphant lives at peace 
with God and content with their lot.   
 

• I have known Christians dying of a fatal disease who were not afraid and not 
complaining, because they knew that “Eye has not seen nor ear heard nor the mind of 
man conceived what God has prepared for those who love Him.” (I Corinthians 2:9) 
 

• I have known Christians like John Wimber, the founder of the Vineyard Ministries, who 
discerned that God wanted him to start a healing ministry.  For five years, they prayed 
for people to be healed without one healing they could point to as a miracle.  But 
Wimber was at peace, and he hung in there, because he knew that God’s Word says, 
“All things work together for the good for those who love the Lord and are called 
according to His purpose.” (Romans 8:28) 

 
 How else does Jesus’ peace differ from the peace that the world gives?  We see it at 
work in our text today.  Jesus came through the door to the room where 10 disciples were 
gathered and said, “Peace be with you.”  Now it would be natural to take those as words of 
comfort, which indeed they are.  After all, the disciples hadn’t yet seen Jesus risen from the 
dead.  They probably weren’t sure whether to believe the testimony of the women.  So they 
were still grieving the loss of their master.  Their whole world had come crashing down.  They 
had given up their careers, left their families and followed Jesus.  And now, He was gone.  So 
when He came among them, you would expect Him to say something like, “It’s going to be 
okay, my friends.  I am here.  Don’t fret.”  Or, “Peace be with you.” 
   
 But notice what else Jesus said.  In verse 21, after Jesus had shown them his wounds 
as proof that it was He, we hear Him say, “Peace be with you,” again.  But then He went on to 
say, “As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.”  This is peace with a purpose; peace 
with a payoff; peace that propels God’s plan.  Jesus was saying, “Now you are at peace with 
God, so you are able to live an empowered, purposeful life working alongside God to make 
that same gift available to others.  And then, it tells us, Jesus breathed on them and said, 
“Receive the Holy Spirit.”  And not long afterward, on Pentecost, they were filled to 
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overflowing with the Holy Spirit, and their powerful mission began in Jerusalem, and then all 
Judea and Samaria and into all the world. 
 
 The Apostle Thomas was not with the other ten disciples that resurrection night.  It 
was a week later when, in that same room, he was there, and Jesus came again.  And this 
time, He started the same way.  “Peace be with you.”  But then He turned to Thomas, 
showed Him his wounds as proof, just as He had done with the others the previous week.  
And He said to Thomas, “Stop doubting and believe.”  (John 19:27)  When you are not at 
peace with God, your doubts can loom very large.  Or conversely, when you have doubts 
about Jesus, or about God’s promises, or about the surety of the gift of your salvation, you 
are not at peace with God.  But when you surrender and believe, “The peace of God which 
transcends all human understanding will guard your heart and your mind in Christ Jesus.” 
(Philippians 4:7)  That’s what Jesus was saying to Thomas that night. 
  
 Let’s take a brief look at the other three people in Christian history whom we heard 
about in our Lenten Series, and see how the peace Jesus promised was different from a 
worldly peace. 
 
 Patrick of Ireland was a missionary to the Irish people in the very early years of the 
Church.  He had an unshakable trust in the assurance of his salvation and in the power of 
God.  The passion he had to take the Christian faith to the Irish caused him great hardship.  
He was always in danger from the pagan chieftains who didn’t want any part of what he was 
offering.  And for many years, he did not have the support of the Church leaders back home 
in Britain.  They wanted to excommunicate him because he was hard for them to control.  But 
he was unafraid, and undeterred.  The peace He had with God not only protected Patrick 
from fear, but it also empowered him for mission in the face of opposition. 
 
 Jonathan Edwards was a preacher in the American colonies in the 1700’s.  He was a 
brilliant theologian, but a rather awkward man socially.  He had no special gifts of oratory.  He 
was not physically imposing.  But when Jonathan Edwards preached, people were deeply 
moved.  People gave their lives to Christ by the thousands.  Huge crowds gathered to hear 
him, and revival would break out in the towns he visited.  The peace Jonathan Edwards had 
with God set him up to be a powerful vessel for God’s saving work. 
 
 And finally, Billy Graham—a man whose name all of you know.  A number of you have 
even met him or gone to one of his crusades.  Billy Graham became well known as a young 
man, traveling around and preaching in tents.  Like Jonathan Edwards, he had great impact 
as a preacher.  But people were jealous of him.  Leaders in the Church questioned his 
methods.  They criticized him for not opposing the Viet Nam war, or for not taking a more 
prominent role in the civil rights movement.  They accused him of being soft on hot button 
issues like abortion and homosexuality.  They criticized him for his personal relationships with 
Presidents in the White House who were too liberal.  And yet, Billy Graham did not let all this 
get to him.  He stuck to the simple, powerful message of the Gospel.  On a typical night 
before thousands of people in a stadium, Billy Graham might say, 
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For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in Him might not perish but have everlasting life. [John 3:16]  You can have 
that gift tonight.  Humble yourself.  Repent you of your sins.  Turn your life over to Him, 
and be saved. 
 
 

 Yes, indeed: the peace that Jesus offers is not like the world gives. 

• Whereas the world may offer a rich person financial security, the peace of Christ offers 
every disciple a chance to work with God in His plan of salvation. 
 

• Whereas the world may offer a hermit a place to be left alone, the peace of Christ 
offers every disciple a chance to spread God’s love. 
 

• The world may offer a week of happiness at a 5-star resort.  But the peace of Christ 
offers every disciple a chance to share in the rejoicing in heaven over every sheep that 
was lost but now is found. 

 
 And folded in to the disciple’s participation in the plans, projects and purposes of God 
is the blessed assurance that we already have been given the greatest gift possible—eternity 
with our Creator who loves us. 
 
 My brothers and sisters, Jesus is speaking to us every bit as much as He is speaking 
to Thomas and to the other ten disciples gathered in that room in Jerusalem.  “Peace be with 
you,” He is saying. 
 

• Trust in the promises of God. 

• Trust in your eternal salvation. 

• Don’t let doubts immobilize or deter you. 

• Don’t worry about what others may say. 

• Don’t be afraid of your diagnosis. 

• Don’t lose sleep over global warming. 

• Don’t be haunted by fears of Putin and World War III. 

• And don’t be afraid to build a house of worship for the Lord. 

Let the peace of Christ reign in your hearts. 

• If God is for us, who can be against us? (Romans 8:31) 
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• Who will bring a charge against those whom God has chosen?  It is God who justifies.  
Who is it that condemns? (Romans 8:33-34) 
 

• ...we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. (Romans 8:37) 

• For...nothing... in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God that is 
Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:38-39) 
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