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Text: Habakkuk 3:2-6, 17-19 
These Are the Times of Habakkuk 

 
 How many of you are well versed in the Book of Habakkuk?  Not many Christians 
have spent much time studying Habakkuk.  But there is great truth and great faith in that 
book.  Habakkuk was one of what we call the Minor Prophets.  This is not meant as a 
reflection on the importance of their message.  It is merely a way of referring to the shorter 
prophetic books of the Bible.  The name Habakkuk only appears at the top of three or four 
pages in your Bible, so when you flip through looking for it, it is hard to find.  
  
 Habakkuk was a contemporary of the prophet Jeremiah, one of the Major Prophets.  
They lived in the ancient Holy Land in the days before the Exile.  They were the ones to 
whom God revealed that the Babylonians were going to descend on the Hebrew people and 
kill and pillage, and take thousands of people off to exile in Babylonia.  The Exile was one of 
the major events in the history of God’s people, and these prophets foresaw it.  These 
prophets warned the people that it was going to happen as punishment for their wickedness. 
   
 Habakkuk did not want to carry the burden of his prophecy.  He felt deep pain as he 
looked around him at God’s people and saw how they were living in disregard, even 
contempt, for God’s law.  But Habakkuk loved his people, and he did not want to believe that 
God would punish them severely. 
   
 This book is a private conversation between Habakkuk and God.  It is only three 
chapters long.  The first two chapters are complaints that Habakkuk addresses to God, and 
God’s answers.  Chapter 3, from which we read today is a prayer and a statement of faith. 
 
 In chapter one Habakkuk speaks about the wickedness all around him, and He 
complains, Why, Lord, do you tolerate such things?  I have called and asked you to clean 
things up, but you have not answered.  How long must I wait? (Habakkuk 1:2)  The 
wickedness that is swirling all around him is a many-headed monster: 
 

• People are quarreling. 

• Violence and cruelty abound. 

• The justice system is corrupt. 
 

• Crime is rampant. 
 

• Lust is everywhere. 
 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Habakkuk+3%3A2-19&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Habakkuk+3%3A2-19&version=NIV
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 This is what pains Habakkuk so much, for these are God’s people.  And God’s answer 
pains him just as much.  For God says, 
  

Look at the nations and watch—and be utterly amazed.  For I am going to do 
something in your days that you would not believe, even if you were told.  I am raising 
up the Babylonians, that ruthless and impetuous people, who sweep across the whole 
earth to seize dwelling places not their own. [Habakkuk 1:5-6] 
 

The Babylonians will punish God’s people.  The dreaded Babylonians would come.  These 
were the cruelest and most vicious warriors known to man, and they were taking dead aim at 
God’s people. 
 
 So Habakkuk’s second complaint is, What?!  The Babylonians?!  Lord, they are worse 
than we are.  Those pagans would take and plunder everything God had given His people.  Is 
that fair, to let the unrighteous prosper? [Habakkuk 1:12-17] 
 
 And again, God answered.  His answer was, I am going to punish the Babylonians in 
my own time.  And then everyone will see my glory. (Habakkuk 2:2-20)  Yes, Babylon would 
ultimately get what was coming to them for their worship of false gods, for their cruelty and 
bloodshed, for all the evil they did.  
 
 How does a faithful believer respond to this?  God is going to punish you, and He’s 
going to use someone worse than you to do it.  And He’s going to punish them too, in His 
own good time.  How do you respond to that?  For the  person of faith, there is only one 
response, and that is, You are God, and I am not.  Blessed be the name of the Lord. 
 
 That is the question that hangs in the air as we get to Chapter 3, where we find 
ourselves this morning.  And that is the faithful response of this prophet.  We see both a 
prayer and a statement of faith.  He prays in verse 2 that God would manifest His wrath and 
His mercy.  And then He confesses in verses 16-19 that he is going to be okay with that, He’s 
still going to worship the Lord, and he’s still going to rejoice that God is God. 
 
 So let’s look first at his prayer: 

Lord, I have heard of your fame; I stand in awe of your deeds, O Lord.  Renew them in 
our day, in our time make them known; in wrath remember mercy. [Habakkuk 3:2] 
 

 Habakkuk calls upon God to show His greatness.  He has submitted to God’s will, and 
knows now that the Babylonian invasion must come.  And He says, so be it, Lord.  It is your 
glory that is at stake here.  And then Habakkuk sings of God’s glorious deeds of the past, 
remembering how great God is.  He knows that the holy God must express His wrath.  But he 
also knows that part of God’s greatness and glory is His mercy.  So he prays, “...in wrath 
remember mercy.”  Punish us, Lord.  But don’t wipe us out.  Restore us.  Renew us.  Make us 
holy.  Heal our sin.  Draw us back to you.  Make things right in our midst once again. 
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 We are living in the times of Habakkuk.  It is easy for those who live in prosperity to be 
in denial, as many were in Habakkuk’s time.  Things seem pretty good here.  But all around 
us are violence and cruelty.  All around us are contention and strife.  The courts are issuing 
weird and unjust decisions.  There is corruption in government, fraud on Wall Street, cheating 
on Main Street and apostasy in the Church.   And worst of all, it has become fashionable to 
deny that there is a God whose will is supposed to rule our lives.  It has become a cultural 
doctrine that public talk of God is deemed offensive.  And, as in Habakkuk’s time, lust is 
everywhere—in commercials, in movies, in the media, on the internet.  Try finding a movie 
that a church is comfortable showing to the youth on movie night.  We are living in the times 
of Habakkuk. 
 
 The prophet is telling us how God deals with such times.  The sovereign God is patient 
for a time, but ultimately He is going to bring down the hammer.  We don’t know how He is 
going to do it.  We don’t want to even imagine God is going to do what He did to the Hebrew 
people.  We pray it is not the modern day equivalent of the Babylonians who bring us to our 
knees to call upon the Lord to save us.  But the only faithful response to God in these times is 
to ask God to renew His deeds and His fame in our day. 
 
 Like Habakkuk, we can look back in awe at the deeds God has done for us in the past, 
manifesting His glory. 
 

• The American Revolution:  Without God’s intervention and miraculous provision, there 
is no way the ragged band of brothers known as the Continental Army could ever have 
prevailed over the great military power of the British.   
 

• There is no way this disparate group of people in the 13 colonies could have come 
together and agreed on a new form of government without God’s intervention. 
 

• God protected us through the Civil War, which could easily have been our undoing.  
Neighbor fought neighbor.  Families were divided.  Economies were in shambles.  
Three quarters of a million Americans lost their lives in that war.  And yet, God brought 
us through that and restored our unity, and we became a great nation. 
 

• World War II looked as if it spelled the doom of all free people on the earth.  And yet,  
as this nation became involved, God guided and protected us and led us to victory. 

 
 As we look at the great deeds the Lord has done in the past, we say, “Lord, I have 
heard of your fame; I stand in awe of your deeds, Lord.  Repeat them in our day, in our time 
make them known; in wrath remember mercy.” 
 
 And having prayed that, we must prepare ourselves to trust in God.  That is where we 
find Habakkuk ending His prophecy.  He gives us an unforgettable statement of faith in 
verses 17-19: 
 

Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though the 
olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, though there are no sheep in the pen 
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and no cattle in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will be joyful in God my Savior.  
The Sovereign Lord is my strength; he makes my feet like the feet of a deer, he 
enables me to tread on the heights.  
 

 The prophet here is describing total disaster.  There is no food.  There is nothing to 
make clothing from.  There is nothing to sell in the market.  Habakkuk could easily have 
heard God’s answers to his complaints and despaired.  But instead, he has remembered and 
trusted in God’s promises.  And so, 
  

• He calms down. 

• He waits with patience on what God will do. 

• He trusts God; he knows in faith that God will act. 

• He looks forward to the mercy he knows God will exercise in the midst of His wrath. 

• He accepts that this is all part of God’s plan, and that it will not endure forever. 

• And in all that, he is able to say.  “Yet, I will rejoice in the Lord, I will be joyful in God 
my Savior.” 

 
 Our nation had its own Habakkuk in Abraham Lincoln, a man who understood God’s 
wrath and God’s mercy, and who submitted to God.  Listen to what he said in his second 
Inaugural Address on March 4, 1865: 
 

Fondly do we hope—fervently do we pray—that this mighty scourge of war may 
speedily pass away.  Yet, if God wills that it continue, until all the wealth piled by the 
bond-men’s two hundred and fifty years of unrequited toil shall be sunk, and until every 
drop of blood drawn with the lash, shall be paid by another drawn by the sword, as 
was said three thousand years ago, so still it must be said, “The judgments of the Lord 
are true and righteous altogether.” 

 
 
 It is easy to rejoice in the Lord when everything is going well, and we are prosperous 
and healthy and happy.  But true faith takes us to another level.  Our rejoicing is not in our 
circumstances, but in the Lord of heaven and earth.  Our strength is in Him.  And, as 
Habakkuk says, God makes our feet like those of a deer, and we are able to tread on the 
heights. 
 
 This is a call to live victoriously.  Not only does it speak of our soaring spirits.  It is also 
talking about victory in spiritual warfare.  The high places in the Bible are places associated 
with evil.  It was the high places where the pagans worshipped false gods.  Habakkuk is 
saying that we, God’s people, are empowered to tread on those places—to bring evil to 
submission under our feet.  This is an image of spiritual warfare.  And that is our role in these 
times of darkness.  That is what Jesus meant when He said “Upon this rock I will build my 
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church, and the gates of hell will not prevail against it.” (Matthew 16:18) We are to storm the 
gates of hell as God’s warriors, and He has promised us that victory will be ours. 
 
 We cannot put our faith in human institutions to turn our nation around.  We are going 
to have to take our stand and call upon the sovereign Lord.  And that is called spiritual 
warfare.   Waging spiritual warfare means that: 
 

• We should be learning everything we can about the word of God, so that we know His 
ways, His will, His purposes and His plan. 
 

• We should be worshipping God faithfully and with deep conviction. 
 

• We should be praying and working for revival in our own community, to reclaim each 
neighborhood for the Lord. 
 

• We should seek to be the vessels for visible and undeniable signs of God’s power. 
 

• And we should be waging spiritual warfare with blatant expressions of God’s love, 
God’s healing and God’s restoration. 
 

 
 Remember always that God’s wrath and God’s mercy go hand in hand.  God is a holy 
God who will not tolerate evil forever.  And at the same time, His love is so great that our 
scorn and our rejection and our disobedience are not the end of the story.  We have deeply 
offended Him, but God’s compassion and His love are so great that He desires to restore us, 
not destroy us.  Jesus said, “God did not send His son into the world to condemn the world, 
but to save the world through Him.” (John 3:17)  God’s patience is for the sake of the 
unredeemed.  And He stands ready to forgive everyone who is willing to repent and to turn to 
Him and confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. 
 
 That is our hope for this nation, one nation under God.  And that is our hope for the 
people of God, the Body of Christ.  
  

Lord, we have heard of your fame; we stand in awe of your deeds, Lord.  Repeat them 
in our day, in our time make them known; in wrath remember mercy. 
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