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Text: Psalm 84:12 
 

A Matter of Trust 
 

 Where do you put your trust?  Believe it or not, there are people who don’t trust 
anything.  There are people who actually hunker down at home, because they are afraid 
they will get in an accident out there, or that they will catch some terrible disease.  They 
don’t fly in airplanes.  They don’t trust the food from the supermarket to be free of 
germs.  But even staying at home in your bedroom is an act of trust.  You trust that your 
bedroom is a safer, happier, better place to be than anywhere else.  The question I am 
posing today is, where do you put your trust for the fulfillment of your hopes and 
dreams?  Where do you look for the strength to make it through life?  Where do you 
look for your ultimate happiness? 
 
 In Psalm 84 verse 12, the psalmist says, “O Lord of hosts, happy are those who 
put their trust in you.”  That is my text for today.  Let’s spend a few minutes thinking 
about this biblical truth:  Happy are they who put their trust in the Lord. 
 
 There are many amazing stories in the Bible of people putting their trust in the 
Lord.  One of the most familiar and memorable is the story of David’s battle with the 
Philistine giant, Goliath.  Goliath was a fearsome man, nine feet tall.  His sword was so 
big, ordinary men could barely pick it up.  He was a Philistine, and the Philistines 
brought him out to terrorize their enemies.  The Israelites were so afraid of him that they 
were frozen in their tracks and seemed about to surrender.  But David, a mere boy at 
the time, came out and said, What’s all the fuss?  I’ll fight Goliath.  His actual words 
were, “Who is this uncircumcised Philistine that he should defy the armies of the living 
God?” (I Samuel 17:26) 
 
 David’s brothers were furious with him for not staying home and tending the 
sheep where he belonged.  But David persuaded King Saul to let him fight Goliath.  He 
had killed a lion and a bear defending his sheep, he said.  “The Lord who delivered me 
from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will deliver me from the hand of this 
Philistine.” (I Samuel 17:37)  They tried to put armor on David, but it was too ponderous 
on his small frame.  So he went out against the giant practically naked, with a slingshot 
in his hand.  
  
 The giant taunted David for coming against him with sticks.  But David’s 
response, echoed in the words of Psalm 84, was this: 
 

“You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I come against you 
in the name of the Lord Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have 
defied.  This day the Lord will hand you over to me, and I’ll strike you down....” [I 
Samuel 17:45-46] 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+84%3A12&version=NIV
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 As history has recorded, David won the victory that day.  We can read it as a 
story of heroism.  Or we can read it as it really was—a story of a man who put himself 
in God’s hands and won the victory in God’s strength.  As David discovered, there is 
great joy in working alongside God as a partner in His glorious work of redeeming the 
world.  There is great joy in putting yourself in a place where God can give you what 
He wants to give you.   
 
 Another of my favorite stories of God’s people putting their trust in Him is the 
story of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in the fiery furnace.  This one is reported 
in the Book of Daniel, Chapter 3.  It took place when the Hebrew people were exiles in 
Babylonia.  These three young men were Jewish men of high office in the government 
of King Nebuchadnezzar.  One day, the king ordered that a golden idol be forged, and 
when it was done, he ordered everyone in the kingdom to bow down and worship it.  
Well, of course, God’s people are bound by the First Commandment, which says, “I 
am the Lord your God.  You shall have no other gods before me.”  Shadrach, Meshach 
and Abednego refused to bow down to the golden idol.  The king was furious, and he 
said, Unless you worship this idol, you will be thrown into a blazing furnace seven 
times hotter than usual.  “Then what god will rescue you?” asked the king.  And their 
reply lives forever in the Word of God: 
 

O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this 
matter.  If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to 
save us from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, O king.  But even if he 
does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or 
worship the image of gold you have set up.” [Daniel 3:16-18] 
 

 God did rescue them.  The king threw them in the furnace, and not a hair on their 
body was harmed.  It was such a dramatic incident that the king praised this marvelous 
God and decreed that no one should ever again say anything against Him.  These 
three young men trusted in God.  And notice that they even acknowledged that it 
would be up to God just what He would do in this circumstance.  “God will save us; but 
even if He does not...”  That is putting your trust in God.  We all know that God has His 
own ways of doing things.  Sometimes His answers to our prayers are not what we 
were expecting or hoping for.  But we who put our trust in Him know that His is the 
power and the wisdom and the strength to do everything for His righteous purposes.  
 
 Over the years that I have been at St. Stephen’s, I have seen this congregation 
getting better and better at putting its trust in God.  What we have learned is to ask 
God for His guidance on everything before we do it.  And once we have discerned His 
will, we move forward, trusting that He is going to bring His plan to fruition. 
   
 Happy are they who put their trust in the Lord, because He has a plan.  And 
when you are in synch with God’s plan, things are in their right order.  It is a pleasure 
and a joy to be working with God.  And God has plans for each one of us individually.  
There are things God has for us that He will give us if we put ourselves in the place to 
receive them.  That is the key to stewardship, I am convinced.  That is why God calls 
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us to set aside one tenth of our income for Him.  I have heard—and I have 
experienced—so many incidents in which God blessed our willingness to tithe.  People 
have been startled by the things God has done for them once they bit the bullet and 
committed themselves to give generously to God’s work.  I don’t want to give the 
impression that you can buy God’s blessing by tithing.  But He Himself has said to us, 
 

 “Bring the whole tithe..., and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven 
and pour out so much blessing you will not have room enough for it.” [Malachi 
3:10] 
 

 God is asking us to put our trust in Him.  By giving Him the 10% He asks of us, 
we are trusting in Him.  It isn’t a large portion of our income.  But it is enough that it 
seems like a lot to us, and it forces us to trust God.  And when we do, it puts us in a 
place where we can receive what God has for us. 
 

 In 2006, this congregation voted to stand for the truth of the Gospel and sever 
our ties with the Episcopal Church.  We went out on a limb trusting that this was God’s 
will for us. 
   
• He carried us through a lawsuit and grew and strengthened us in the meantime.   

 
• He got us to a point where, when we lost the suit, we had everything we needed 

and never missed a beat.  
 

• At the very time of our move, the Women of the Church discerned we should lease 
the Big Blue Building in Lottsburg and open a Thrift Shop there.  Not only has it 
been financially successful, but it is a wonderful place to interface with the 
community. 
 

• When we discerned God’s plan for us to come to First Baptist Church, He has 
blessed us by giving us lessons in Christian unity.  We have received unlimited 
hospitality.  We have learned flexibility.  We have been a witness for racial 
harmony. 
 

• We recently conceived the course on a True and Reasonable Faith, which we 
offered to the community.  We expected eight or ten people to sign up.  We ended 
up with 44, and had to open up a second class on a different day. 
 

• When we picked race relations as a topic for Table Talk, we were nervous.  But 
God blessed our first session in many ways that said that God was pleased; and 
our next session is this coming Friday. 

 
 And it will be the same way with the new church we are planning to build.  The 
final plans are out for bid right now.  We are waiting for the contractors to tell us what 
they can do and how much they want us to pay them.  We are and praying that it will 
be “affordable.”  But what does “affordable” mean?  It means that God is going to bring 
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this project to a glorious conclusion.  We prayed hard about what He wanted us to 
build.  We are now trusting that He is going to make it happen. 
 

• God has already given us the perfect piece of land at a very reasonable price. 

• He has already put us in this position at a time when the cost of money is low. 

• He has inspired us to plan a mostly steel structure, and now the price of steel in 
the world markets is down.   
 

As a congregation, we are at a place where we can receive what God wants to give 
us, because we have put our trust in Him. 
 
 Maybe some of us have a way to go, trusting God in our personal finances, in our 
tithing, and in our giving to the building fund.  Wherever you are in your challenge to 
put your trust in God, be assured that He is constantly seeking to have you go to a 
place where you can receive what He wants to give you.  He wants us to partner with 
Him in His redeeming work.  And the more we trust Him, the more we will partner with 
Him.  The more we partner with Him the better we will know Him.  And the better we 
know Him, the more we will love Him.  
 
 There is a chilling place in John’s Gospel where people chose not to trust Jesus.  
He had just delivered His message that He is the Bread of Life.  He had said that 
unless you eat this bread you will die.  He had said that those who eat this Bread of 
Life will live forever.  And then it says in John 6:66, “From this time many of his 
disciples turned back and no longer followed him.” 
   
 Jesus turned to the Twelve, and asked, “You do not want to leave too, do you?”  
And Peter answered Him, “Lord to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal 
life.  We believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.” (John 6:67-69) 
 
 The Twelve made their choice.  They put their trust in Jesus.  As God’s plan was 
fulfilled, the opposition built, and Jesus was crucified, died and was buried.  But then 
He rose again on the third day.  And then He ascended into heaven and anointed the 
disciples to carry on His work.  And then He sent the Holy Spirit to fill them.  And the 
Twelve, along with many other disciples, went out in the power of the Holy Spirit and 
shared the Good News.  And the Church grew and grew.  And ever since, all over the 
globe, people are being saved.  Every one of those disciples suffered for their faith.  
But not a one of them would have traded it for anything. 
   
 What about you?  Is trusting God the main character of your life?  What are some 
ways you could practice trusting God more?  Think about these things in the coming 
week.  They are important questions.  For happy are they who put their trust in the 
Lord! 
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