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Text: Colossians 1:11 
 

The Good Life:  Operating in God’s Power 
 

 It would have been hard this week to live in America and not have heard about 
the trial of George Zimmerman for the killing of Trayvon Williams.  It was in the news 
everywhere you turned.  Zimmerman was a member of a “Neighborhood Watch” team 
in Sanford, Florida.  The people of that neighborhood probably see themselves as 
having the Good Life, and they have set up this team to protect that—to keep out 
intruders, to make sure no one breaks in and steals from their homes or threatens their 
lives.  George Zimmerman was a man seeking the Good Life.  He seemed to think that 
if he could just become a policeman, his dreams would be fulfilled, and it wasn’t coming 
together for him.  Trayvon Martin was just a kid, but he too, undoubtedly, had hopes for 
finding the Good Life.  And then, tragically, whatever happened ruined the peace and 
tranquility of that town, took Trayvon’s life, and left George accused of murder.  The 
“Good Life” that we seek in our culture is elusive. 
 
 For the last three Sundays, I have been talking about the “Good Life.”  My 
purpose has been to describe how good the life of a Christian can be because of 
  

• who God is,  

• and what He has done for us,  

• and what He wants to be and to do in our lives.   

 Jesus didn’t save us just for life after death.  He has plans for us in this life, right 
here, right now.  What I want to consider with you today is that one of the principles of 
the Good Life is that God has immense power, and He wants to exercise it through us.  
When we open ourselves to Him, He blesses us greatly.  Hence, my title, “The Good 
Life: Operating in God’s Power.”  In our reading from Colossians today, we heard the 
Apostle Paul praying for the people of Colossae, and asking God to strengthen them 
with all power, according to God’s glorious might. (Colossians 1:11)  
  
 We all want the Good Life.  But most of us know how quickly those dreams can 
come crashing down.  The control we think we have over our lives is an illusion.  On the 
other hand, if the Good Life we seek is the kind of life we have when we walk with 
Christ, the lack of control ceases to be an issue.  It doesn’t matter that we can’t prevent 
those things that are going to take the legs out from under our great plans, because, the 
God who loves us, the God we are honored to serve, is a God who says to us, “My 
grace is sufficient for you, for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” (II Corinthians 
12:9) 
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 The first way God manifests His strength in us when we are willing to let Him is to 
empower us to believe the truth about Him.  Many people have come to faith over the 
centuries by simply meeting someone who introduced them to Jesus, or picking up a 
Bible on the night stand in a hotel, or wandering into a church and hearing a sermon.  
That is the work of the Holy Spirit.  Chapter 10 of the Book of Acts tells us about a 
Roman centurion.  He sent for Peter in Joppa, a whole day’s journey away, because the 
Holy Spirit nudged him to do so.  Peter came, although he didn’t know exactly why he 
was there.  He started to preach, and before he even got to the punch line, the Holy 
Spirit came upon the household with power, and they believed.  The whole family was 
baptized. 
 
 Jesus said that He would send His Holy Spirit to lead us into all truth, and to 
remind us of the things He had taught the disciples. (John 16:13)  If we try to rely on our 
own resources to embrace what God has revealed to us, our belief will fade in and out 
our whole lives.  But if the Holy Spirit has planted and nourished the truth in us, it will be 
part of us as if it is embedded in our bones and flowing in our blood. 
   
  God manifests His power in our weakness in other ways as well.  He gives us 
courage to do what He wants us to do.  All through the Bible we hear God doing that:  
Moses, Joshua, Gideon, David, Esther, Mary, Stephen, Paul.  It is a long list.  Joshua 
was a young man who had been faithful and true to God’s purposes and commands.  
After Moses died, God came to Joshua and told him, You’re going to take Moses’ place 
in leading the people of God.  You’re going to lead them across the Jordan.  This is 
something they had been afraid to do for 40 years.  Joshua was to lead them in battle 
against all the powerful peoples who populated the Promised Land.  “Be strong and 
courageous,” God told Joshua, “because you will lead these people to inherit the land 
that I swore to their forefathers to give them.” (Joshua 1:6)  God told Joshua three times 
to be strong and courageous.  It wasn’t that God was trying to whip up Joshua’s natural 
courage.  It was that God was going to give it to him if only he would obey. 
   

Have I not commanded you?  Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do 
not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.  
[Joshua 1:9] 
 

 A third way God manifests His strength in our weakness is that He enables us to 
communicate with Him.  We call it prayer.  Isn’t it interesting that it is easiest to pray 
when we need something?  There are times when we can’t pray.  There are times when 
we don’t know what to pray.  There are times when we don’t feel worthy to pray.  But 
God has promised that if we seek Him with all our heart, we will find Him. (Jeremiah 
29:13)  And He has told us that He will even show us what to pray.  Romans says,  
 

In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness.  We do not know what we 
ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words 
cannot express. [Romans 8:26] 
 



3 
 

 In moments when we feel least able to address God in our confusion, our very 
weakness opens the way for Him to take over.  His grace is sufficient for us.  His power 
is made perfect in our weakness. 
 
 A fourth way God manifests His power in us is in the signs and wonders He does 
through the trusting believer.  The healings and the defeat of demons that we see in the 
Bible are not just fairy tales. They aren’t just accounts of remarkable things that 
happened in bygone times.  They are promises to us that if we will trust in God and 
make ourselves available, He will use us to do things we cannot do, for His glory.  We 
see stories of Elisha and Peter raising people from the dead.  It wasn’t their own power.  
It was God who raised those people from the dead.  He did it with Jesus.  He did it with 
Tabitha in the Book of Acts (9:36-43); and He’s still doing it today.  Jim Conley has 
witnessed it in Sudan.  It happened in India when I was there in 1995. And I have 
witnessed and participated in several miracles.  We have seen them right here in our 
congregation.  It is not we who do it, but God does it.  And He does it because He 
delights in showing His glory so that others may come to believe. 
 
 There are so many ways God takes the willing servant and manifests His 
strength.  
  

• He enables us to endure suffering.   

• He gives us words to speak when we are defending His truth, or sharing His love.   

• He transforms circumstances,  

• tears down barriers,  

• and opens doors.   

 There is a scene in “Star Wars” where the Jedi knight, Obi-Wan Kenobi, and 
Luke Skywalker are stopped at a security checkpoint.  The commander of the guard 
questions them, and asks to see Luke’s identification.  Obi-Wan waves his hand and 
says, “You don’t need to see his identification.”  And the guard says, “We don’t need to 
see his identification.”  “Move along,” Ob-Wan says.  “Move along,” the guard says, and 
waves them through the checkpoint. 
  
 Well that was just a sci-fi movie.  But my missionary friend, Edwina Thomas had 
exactly that experience with a Rwandan border guard some years back in response to 
prayer.  As our Ugandan friends say, “Prayer changes circumstances.”  When we see 
ourselves as self-sufficient and clever and strong, when we think we don’t need God, 
He will leave us to our own devices.  But when you are willing to go in weakness and 
put yourself on the line, and ask for God’s strength, God will make things happen. 
   
 Let me tell you a story about God at work. It is about Tom Tarrants, the president 
of the C.S. Lewis Institute.  They are an organization whose mission is to explain the 
Christian faith to skeptics.  Many years ago, Tom was a different man.  Before he gave 
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his life to Christ, he was a racist and a violent man, and a member of the Ku Klux Klan 
in Mississippi.  After a shootout with police and FBI agents, he was sentenced to 30 
years in prison at Parchman State Penitentiary.  In prison, Tarrants read the Bible, 
focusing on the Gospels.  And he experienced a life-changing conversion.  He 
renounced the Klan, and became a new man. 
 
 That is what his official biography tells you.  Our sister, Lou David, worked with 
Tom Tarrants for many years at the C.S. Lewis Institute, and she told me the rest of the 
story.  After Tom became a Christian, he tried to get released from prison.  But the 
governor hated him, and the prosecutor hated him.  And neither of them believed that 
his conversion was genuine.  Tarrants didn’t understand why God kept him trapped in 
prison when he had embraced Jesus as his Savior.  He knew God had the power to set 
him free.  But for some reason, God didn’t do make it happen.  For a long time, his 
efforts were unsuccessful.  One day, when Tom was praying, the Lord spoke to him and 
said, “You won’t get out a minute too late, or a minute too soon.”  And at that moment, 
Tom Tarrants was at peace.  He realized that it was God’s power, and God could 
exercise it any way He wanted.  Eventually God softened the hearts of the governor and 
the others who had hated Tarrants.  He got a college degree and a Masters in Divinity.  
He has written books, pastored a church, served in campus ministry and now is 
president of the C.S. Lewis Institute. 
  
 We believe in our culture that we can do anything we set our minds to if we work 
hard, are disciplined, and make the right contacts.  That leads many people to many 
different kinds of success, like being the best racist, the best Klansman, and the most 
violent cop killer they can be.  It leads others to be the richest entrepreneur, the most 
famous doctor or the most powerful politician they can be.  But where is God in all of 
that?  What delights God is the Ku Klux Klansman who repents and becomes God’s 
spokesman—or the doctor whose healing skill expresses the love of Jesus—or the 
politician whose faith leads her to live with integrity and to serve God in public life. 
 
 But to be that person, we have to humble ourselves and surrender to God.  We 
can do that only when we recognize our need for Him.  And that is why Jesus said, “My 
grace is sufficient for you, for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” (II Corinthians 
12:9)  And that is why there are so many prayers in the Bible asking that we be given 
God’s strength.  In our passage from Colossians, Paul’s prayer asked for God’s 
strength, so that they may be patient and endure the persecution they were 
experiencing.  We all need that.  Tom Tarrants needed that in prison.  But the Bible also 
says, “God’s power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.” 
(Ephesians 3:20) 
 
 The truth is, we cannot do anything we set our minds to, no matter how talented 
or smart or strong or beautiful we are.  But we can do whatever God wants to do in us.  
And God delights in doing those things, because that is how He manifests His glory in 
this world. 
 

• God is glorified very time a violent prisoner becomes a man of God. 
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• God is glorified every time a person with cancer is healed. 

• Every time an addict is set free, 

• Every time a grieving widow is comforted, 

• Every time a congregation stands firm for God’s truth, 

God is glorified.  The people who open the way for that conversion and healing and 
freedom and comfort are doing what they do, because they love Jesus.  And it is not 
their power but the power of the Holy Spirit working in them that brings the results that 
glorify God. 
 
 To live the Good Life is be a person through whom God works his wondrous 
blessings.  And I can testify that those moments when you are at the end of your own 
resources are the moments when you feel God’s goodness and love and power the 
most. 
 
 Looking back on my life, I can see that for over half of it, I was pretty well stuck in 
the secular worldview.  I believed in God.  I worshipped Him.  I was part of a Christian 
community.  But when it came to making my plans, when it came to working hard to 
succeed, when it came to knowing what to do next, I operated in my own power.  
Sometimes it went well, and I felt like I had the good life.  And sometimes, it all came 
apart. 
 
 But since I gave my life to Jesus 31 years ago, it has been a different kind of life.  
I have been aware of my weakness, and I have not been afraid of it. I have increasingly 
sought my strength from the Lord.  I have gone to Him in prayer to guide me, open 
doors for me, give me patience and to make impossible things happen.  And what I 
have found is that this is a very Good Life.  
  

• It is good because it belongs to God. 

• It is good because it is satisfying. 

• It is good because His companionship and His partnership is such a joyful thing 
to possess. 
 

• And it is good because I can see His glory like I never saw it before. 
. 

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, 
according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and 
in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever! Amen. [Ephesians 
3:20-21] 
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