
 
 

SERMON 
Fourth Sunday After Pentecost 
St. Stephen’s Anglican Church 

The Rev. Jeffrey O. Cerar, June 16, 2013 
 

Text: 2 Samuel 11:26-12:15 
 

Lord, Heal Our Land 
 

 The theme that runs through the scriptures we have read today is sin and 
forgiveness.  It is the bad news about human beings and the good news about God.  
We see David, one of the great heroes of the Old Testament committing an egregious 
sin, being brought to penitence, and being forgiven.  And we see Peter, one of the 
heroes of the New Testament, being called on his hypocrisy.  No one is insulated from 
sin.  It is the affliction of all humankind, including the people in whom God places the 
greatest trust—the King of Israel, David, a man after God’s own heart; and Peter, to 
whom Jesus entrusted the keys to the Kingdom; and you and me, whom God has given 
the mission of converting the world.  
   

• We all sin.   

• God wants to forgive us.   

• He won’t forgive us if we don’t repent.   

• But when we do humble ourselves and repent, He wipes away our sin and pours 
out His transforming grace on us. 
 

 Today, we will take a look at this passage from 2 Samuel about David.  And then 
I want to look at the fact that these principles apply to whole societies and nations, and 
how in particular, our society, our nation, is in peril for having ignored the word of the 
Lord.  And then I hope to leave you with some thoughts about what you can be doing 
about it. 
 
 David was the King of Israel.  He did many great things.  And he also sinned 
greatly.  Here in this passage, the sins for which he is being called to account are lust, 
adultery and murder.  From his royal rooftop one afternoon, he saw a beautiful woman 
bathing in her home.  Burning with desire for her, David inquired and found out that she 
was Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah, one of David’s generals.  Now, Uriah was out on the 
front lines fighting the Ammonites.  David had to have Bathsheba, and so while Uriah 
was at war, David sent someone to bring Bathsheba to him, and they were lovers.  
Bathsheba became pregnant.  David tried to cover his guilt by bringing Uriah back from 
the front to sleep with his wife.  Uriah came back, but he nobly refused to sleep at 
home, because his men were deprived of that comfort.  So David arranged for Uriah to 
be killed in battle. 
 
 Today’s reading tells us that God sent Nathan, the prophet, to confront David 
with his sin.  By this time, the mourning period was over, and Bathsheba had become 
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David’s wife.  David knew he had sinned, but he had put aside his guilty feelings and 
assumed he had gotten away with it.  Nathan told David a parable, and it touched 
David’s heart.  It shocked him into self-awareness.  And Nathan quoted God as he 
chastised David: 
 

I have [done all these incredible things for you] And if all this had been too little, I 
would have given you even more.  Why did you despise the word of the Lord by 
doing what is evil in his eyes?  You struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword 
and took his wife to be your own.  You killed him with the sword of the 
Ammonites.  Now, therefore, the sword will never depart from your house, 
because you despised me and took the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your own. [2 
Samuel 12:8-10] 
 

 David repented.  Nathan assured David that God had forgiven him.  God was not 
going to strike him dead.  But as you heard, there would be consequences—
consequences in David’s own household, and consequences for the nation of Israel.  
David’s household would always be a mess, and Israel would always be at war.  
  
 All people sin.  God wants to forgive us.  And just as He sent Nathan to David to 
call him to repentance, God has many ways of telling us of our sin and our need to 
repent.  He does that because without repentance, there can be no forgiveness.  But, 
  

• when we do feel remorse for our sins,  

• when we do ask God to forgive us,  

• when we do try to turn away from evil,  

God is there for us, ready to pour out His grace. 

 This is true for every one of us.  And it is true of whole nations.  The most often 
quoted scripture that tells us this is 2 Chronicles 7:14, where God says to King 
Solomon,  
 

...if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and 
seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I 
will forgive their sin and will heal their land. 
 

 I am sure you have heard this verse many times.  But perhaps you have not 
heard the verse  which precedes it.  Second Chronicles 7:13 says, “When I shut up the 
heavens so that there is no rain, or command locusts to devour the land or send a 
plague among my people, ....”  God is saying that when the sins of a nation become bad 
enough, He will take action to punish those people. 
 
 We hear God‘s Word about that often in the Bible.  In Deuteronomy chapters 8-
10, Moses is talking about the Commandments God gave to the Hebrew people.  He 
gave them these laws as a gift.  It was a gift to accompany the land God was going to 
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give them in which to live, the Promised Land.  God did not give them this land because 
they deserved it.  Moses explained , “ [It is] on account of the wickedness of these 
nations that the Lord is going to drive them out before you.” (Deuteronomy 9:4) 
 
 God had chosen this people, the Hebrews, and had given them His law, by which 
He was showing them how to live in this Promised Land.  God, the Creator, was 
showing these people what it meant that He had created them in His image.  He was 
showing them how to live in holiness and purity.  And He told them that if they lived that 
way, things would go well for them.  But if they did not, things would be a disaster.  
Moses said this: 
 

13 So if you faithfully obey the commands I am giving you today—to 
love the Lord your God and to serve him with all your heart and with all your 
soul— 14 then I will send rain on your land in its season, both autumn and spring 
rains, so that you may gather in your grain, new wine and olive oil.15 I will provide 
grass in the fields for your cattle, and you will eat and be satisfied.  16 Be careful, 
or you will be enticed to turn away and worship other gods and bow down to 
them.17 Then the Lord’s anger will burn against you, and he will shut up the 
heavens so that it will not rain and the ground will yield no produce, and you will 
soon perish from the good land the Lord is giving you. [Deuteronomy 11:13-17] 
 

 God could not have been clearer.  And as we go through the Old Testament, we 
see the people of God straying into sin and worshiping other Gods, and when they did, 
God turned His face away from them.  He brought drought and famine.  He let their 
enemies overrun their walls and pour through their gates.  He allowed them to be taken 
from their land and marched off to exile. 
 
 This is cause and effect in this moral universe.  God is a moral God, and a just 
God.  He is a powerful God.  He is a forgiving God, and He is a judging God.  
  
 Are we under God’s judgment as a nation today?  When I think back over the last 
few years, it is hard for me to miss all the elements of God’s judgment. 
 

• Hurricanes 

• Derechos 

• Superstorms 

• Wildfires 

• terrorism 

• economic turmoil 

• earthquakes 
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• Places that lost their crops to drought last year are under many feet of 
flood floodwaters this year. 
 

• The Oklahoma City area experienced two of the three most powerful 
tornadoes in history within eleven days of each other. 

 
 People laugh at Christians who dare to say that any such phenomenon is God’s 
punishment.  But God has revealed a cause-and-effect universe to us.  He has told us 
what He expects of us, and He has told us what is going to happen when we turn from 
Him and reject His will.  And that is exactly what our nation is doing today.  Let’s just 
look at marriage and child rearing in our culture today, and see how it squares with 
God’s instructions. 
 
 We are waiting for a decision from the United States Supreme Court on what 
marriage is.  Now, I ask you what God thinks of the Supreme Court being the forum to 
decide something God defined for us long ago.  Marriage is a lifelong exclusive union of 
one man and one woman.  But not in our culture. 
 

• The Supreme Court is being asked to say that marriage is a status to which 
every person has a right, and that it doesn’t matter whether it is a man and a 
woman, or two men, or two women.   
 

• But you have to wonder why marriage is so highly valued that people seek it as a 
right, when: 
 

o Over half the marriages in the United States end up in divorce. 
 

o Almost half the couples in our country choose to live together without 
marriage. 
 

o 75% of women age 30 or older have lived with a man to whom they were 
not married. 
 

o Over half the children born in this country today are born out of wedlock.  
It’s become the norm.   
 

 I don’t want to make this a statistical report.  But you know what has happened.  
There is an expression that makes me cringe:  “the new normal.”  This very revealing 
expression highlights the way Americans are thinking today.  If something becomes 
widely acceptable, then it is considered normal.  And anyone who challenges the new 
normal on the basis of moral values is shouted down.  As I look around me at our 
culture, it seems the new normal is: 
 

• pornography everywhere you look 
 

• abortion being used as a “family planning” technique 
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• Third graders being required to read books that describe sexual activity in vivid 
detail.  This book is used in public schools all over the country and is considered 
a classic in education.  It is called It’s Perfectly Normal. (Robie Harris, R. Harris, 
The Family Library, 1994)  But being sexually active is not normal for nine-year-
olds.  

 
 God’s norm is that children will be children for a few years.  They will be loved 
and nurtured and taught by their parents to be Godly people.  They grow and live a 
chaste adolescent life until they reach adulthood and find a person to marry.  And then  
they enter into a covenant of love and fidelity with that person in the presence of God 
and their worshiping community.  And they stay together their whole lives.  Their love 
leads to babies, and then they raise their own children, whom they love and nurture and 
teach to be Godly people.  And as God’s plan goes on generation after generation, 
marriage and family give society a solid foundation. 
 
 This is all held in contempt by our progressive culture today. And that is why we 
are in serious trouble as a nation.  The Word says if we follow other gods, the Lord will 
withdraw His blessing from us.  Well, when we reject God’s moral code and follow 
Satan’s code, we are worshiping a false god.  As Jesus said, we cannot have two 
masters.  Satan opposes God in everything.  And so Satan’s code is that: 
 

• The things God tells you not to do are the very things that will give you pleasure. 

• And the more you do them, the happier you will be. 

• And the things God tells you to do only interfere with your freedom. 

• You have a right to seek your pleasure in everything. 

• Don’t let anything stand in your way. 

 Satan has used the high value of freedom in our culture to advance his purposes.  
And as a result, our nation is following his code. 
   

• If you don’t like your gender, change it. 

• If you don’t like the rules for marriage, redefine marriage. 

• If you are pregnant and don’t want to be, go get it taken care of. 

 And all this is happening in a nation in which 250 million people profess to be 
Christians.  It is a nation founded by Christians.  I can hear God saying, as He said to 
David: 
 

[I have done all these incredible things for you] And if all this had been too little, I 
would have given you even more.  Why did you despise the word of the Lord by 
doing what is evil in his eyes? 
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 God truly has smiled upon this nation.  He has given us fabulous natural 
resources.  He has given us prosperity.  He has given us freedom.  He has given us 
gifted leaders.  He has given us a Constitution that has lighted our way for 224 years.  
That Constitution guarantees free speech and the free exercise of religion.  And yet, 
this spring, a high school valedictorian named Remington Reimer was censored in 
Joshua, Texas.  His valedictory address was reviewed and edited in advance by school 
officials.  And when he felt moved on the podium to give thanks to God for his salvation, 
they turned off the microphone.  Satan’s cultural movement has left Americans 
confused about what freedom of speech and religion are. 
   

• Am I allowed to say the name of Jesus in school? 

• Can I pray before I eat lunch in school? 

• When I am asked to pray at a public meeting, can I pray in the name of Jesus? 

• Is a chaplain going to get court martialed for saying Jesus is the way and the 
truth and the life? 
 

• Can a preacher make a political statement based on God’s word without 
jeopardizing the church’s tax exemption? 
 

Our freedom of speech and freedom of religion truly do matter.  It isn’t just that we have 
a right to keep to ourselves and believe what we want to believe.  We are called by God 
to be His witnesses, to proclaim the Gospel, and to baptize all nations.  We have to do 
that in our culture.  If we are guaranteed the freedom to do so, praise the Lord.  And if 
we lose that freedom, it is still our duty and our honor.   
  
 Let me leave you with some brief suggestions about what you can do about the 
perilous spiritual condition of our nation: 
 

1. Educate yourself.   
 

a. Become knowledgeable about what abortion really is. 
i. Did you know that Dr. Bernard Nathanson, who led the pro-choice 

movement, repented after Roe v. Wade and became an opponent 
of abortion? (See his book, Aborting America, Life Cycle Books, 
1979.) 
 

ii. Did you know that the vast majority of women who decide to have 
an abortion change their mind if they see a sonogram of their baby 
in the womb? 
 

iii. Did you know that Planned Parenthood, which markets itself as a 
champion of women’s health and downplays its abortion business, 

http://www.amazon.com/Aborting-America-Bernard-N-Nathanson/dp/0523415389/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1371416902&sr=8-1&keywords=Aborting+America
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performs 27% of the abortions in the USA each year? 
 

b. On redefining marriage, don’t just go by your conservative instincts. Read 
about how marriage between a man and a woman is fundamental to the 
structure of human community.  (See, e.g., S. Girgis, R. Anderson, R. 
George, What is Marriage?  Man and Woman: a Defense, Encounter 
Books, New York 2012). 
 

2. Speak out 

a. Don’t be afraid to say the name of Jesus in front of non-believers. 

b. Invite people to church. 

c. Work in your civic and political circles for God’s righteous purposes. 

3. Pray.  Pray for our nation. 

 June 30 will be the Sunday before Independence Day, the day when we 
celebrate the birth of our nation.  On that Sunday, I am answering the call to fall on our 
knees for America.  Along with millions of Americans in thousands of congregations, we 
will kneel during the prayers of the people for a few minutes, and I will invite your 
prayers for our nation.  This is not just a gesture or a token of solidarity.  For God 
promised: 
 

13 “When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command locusts to 
devour the land or send a plague among my people, 14 if my people, who are 
called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and 
turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their 
sin and will heal their land. 15 Now my eyes will be open and my ears attentive to 
the prayers offered in this place.  [2 Chronicles 7:13-15] 
 

 We all sin, every one of us.  God wants to forgive us.  And if we will repent and 
fall on our knees before Him, He will forgive us and heal our land.  This is His land.  This 
is His world.  We are His people and the sheep of His hand.  And nothing in all creation 
can separate us from His love in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
 © The Rev. Jeffrey O. Cerar, 2013 

 

http://www.amazon.com/What-Is-Marriage-Woman-Defense/dp/1594036225/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1371414541&sr=8-1&keywords=What+is+Marriage%3F++Man+and+Woman%3A+a+Defense

	Button4: 


