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SERMON 
Funeral of Jim Hundley 

St. Stephen’s Anglican Church 
The Rev. Jeffrey O. Cerar, May 21, 2012 

 
 

A Righteous Man 
 

Text:  John 14:6; Isaiah 61:3 
 
 It is my privilege to welcome you to this service, in which we pay honor to God for what 
He has done in giving us Jim Hundley, and for what He is continuing to do in Jim’s eternal 
life.  Dr. Jim was greatly loved in our community and beyond, and this large assembly of well-
wishers attests to how Jim touched people’s lives.  
 
 When Jim was going through his last ordeal, I was struck by the way people naturally 
loved him.  His death was the result of an aortic aneurism that ruptured.  Jim miraculously 
made it through that first day and through the flight to Mechanicsville on the med-evac 
helicopter.  And there was a gifted surgeon waiting there to go to work on him immediately.  
The surgeon worked on Jim for six hours.  And when he came to tell us Jim had made it 
through the surgery, he described an astounding procedure.  He had repaired Jim’s aorta 
from inside the blood vessel itself, without ever cutting open Jim’s abdomen.   
 
 Unfortunately, Jim’s body ultimately succumbed to all this stress.  But God gave him 
two weeks to be with his family and loved ones.  He got to be with his wife, Charlotte, and his 
three daughters.  They gathered around his bed and reminisced, and told him how much they 
loved him.  And they prayed with him and sang hymns.  One time when I was there, a nurse 
joined us in singing “What a friend we have in Jesus.”  
 
 I remember a nurse who waited with us near the helicopter pad in Kilmarnock as we 
commended Jim into God’s hands for the trip to Mechanicsville.  She had a tear on her cheek 
as she told us that she had known Jim when she was a child, and he had treated her dogs.  
She had always remembered him with affection.  There was another nurse in the intensive 
care unit at Bon Secours Hospital in Mechanicsville, who had known Jim, and she came 
down to see him after he was released into  hospice care.  And those who hadn’t known Jim 
at all seemed to have a special place in their heart for him as they treated him in the hospital. 
 
 Most of us are not surprised by this, because we knew Jim Hundley well.  We knew 
him as a gentle man, a man of good will, and a man with an endearing smile.  He had a 
sparkle in his eye that never seemed to dim, even with all the difficult health challenges Jim 
had to face. 
 
 Gayle, in her wonderful eulogy, told us some of the stories about Jim that showed his 
character.  There were other great stories in some of the news articles that paid tribute to 
him.  One of my favorite images of Jim is of him ministering to a cow stuck in a ravine.  He 
was called to come help, and was still there working away at 2:00 in the morning.  He was 
down in the mud reassuring the creature as he struggled to get a girdle around it to have it 
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hauled up to safety.  It takes a special kind of person to be a veterinarian.  It takes an even 
rarer person to treat God’s creatures with the kind of love and respect that Jim did. 
 
 I don’t want to suggest that Jim was perfect.  He did have a stubborn streak which 
many of you probably knew pretty well.  I have one memory I will share with you.  It’s 
instructive how things that seemed like such a big deal at the time are trivial and even 
amusing when you look back on them.  This particular incident was what I call the “Biscuit 
Wars.”  It was about 1999.  It was Garden Week in the Northern Neck.  St. Stephen’s Church 
had committed to prepare the lunches for everyone who bought a ticket to visit the gardens in 
our area.  Of course, in Virginia, when the ladies fix lunch for such an occasion, you have 
ham biscuits.  But the leadership of the ladies was dominated at the time by people from 
places like New Jersey and New York.  And they proposed the unthinkable:  that the biscuits 
would be sweet potato biscuits, and the ham would not be country ham, but sugar cured.  
  
 I thought the church was going to split.  It could have been a good-humored thing.  But 
there were some for whom it was a major irritant.  Jim Hundley was one of those.  Every time 
he had the chance, he groused about “Yankee Ham.”  And I just wanted to put a muzzle on 
him.  
  
 To tell you the truth, I can’t remember what kind of ham biscuits we ended up having.  
Jim’s point of view probably carried the day.  But it wasn’t long before most of us had a good 
laugh about it.  I’ll bet if I had asked Jim about it in 2012, he wouldn’t have thought it was 
funny! 
 
 Jim Hundley was a man who is widely admired as a righteous man.  And that is what I 
want to talk about for a few minutes.  That word, “righteous,” is a religious word.  It doesn’t 
really have much traction in any context other than religious talk.  What it means, if you ask 
the dictionary, is “meeting the standards of what is moral and right; guiltless.”  Now, we live in 
a time in which what is moral and right is a subject of much disagreement.  But everyone has 
a pretty good handle on what the Bible says is moral and right.  And by those standards, we 
say people are righteous or not. 
 
 But isn’t it interesting that it is a relative matter?  The dictionary uses the term guiltless.  
That means totally without guilt.  About anything.  Is there such a person, who is not guilty of 
anything?  Most of us would admit that there is no such person.  And the Bible tells us plainly: 
“All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”  (Romans 3:23) 
 
  So what is a righteous person?   

• Is it someone who is pretty good?   

• Or very good?   

• Or good enough?   

• And what is good enough?   
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• And then there’s the question of, “good enough for what?” 

 When you think of it that way, to call someone a righteous person is to make a lot of 
assumptions.  But let me tell you what the Bible says about righteousness in answer to those 
questions.  To be righteous is to be in proper standing with God.  And because God is 
perfect, you can’t be in right standing with God unless you too are perfect.  And since no one 
is perfect, we are unable to make ourselves in right standing with God.  We just can’t do it. 
Romans says, “There is no one righteous, not even one.  (Romans 3:10) 
 
  The problem is that this is something of critical importance to us, …because what is at 
stake is the eternal destiny of our soul.  If we are right with God, the Bible tells us we will 
have the privilege and the honor of spending eternity with God.  And if we are not right with 
God, we are doomed.  You may all have your own images of what “doomed” means.  But to 
spend eternity conscious and awake but separated from the goodness and love of God is a 
tragedy too enormous to risk. 
 
 So how do we solve that problem?  In the reading we heard today from the Gospel of 
John, Jesus answers it:  “I am the way, the truth and the life.  There is no other way to the 
Father, except through me.”  (John 14:6)  Jesus, the one Jim Hundley knew and loved and 
worshiped, is the way to become right with God.  And how did Jim do that?  How does 
anyone do that?  Jesus answered that question, too.  You have heard the words many times, 
but hear them again: 
 

For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, so that whoever believes in 
Him shall not perish but have everlasting life.  [John 3:16] 
 

 And the Bible also tells us what happens when we believe in Jesus and trust Him to 
give us everlasting life.  It says that righteousness isn’t something we achieve by our good 
works.  It is something that God gives as a gift to all who believe in Him and in Jesus, His 
Son.  “This righteousness comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.” (Romans 
3:22)   God “credits” righteousness to all who believe God and put their in Jesus.  (Galatians 
2:9; Romans 4:3) 
 
 So there are just a couple of things I want to say about all that.  

• First, as we thank God for giving us Jim Hundley, we want to be especially thankful for 
Jim’s righteousness,… because it was God’s gift to him. 
   

• Second, when God credits a person with righteousness, and saves him from his sins 
and gives him the promise of eternal life, He goes to work on that person. The Book of 
Galatians calls what God does, the “fruit of the Spirit:”  Love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.  Didn’t we see those 
qualities in Jim Hundley?  They, too, were a gift from God. 
 

•  And third, every person here today can have those same gifts of incalculable value—  
 

o the gift of being made righteous before God  
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o and the gift of everlasting life 

o and the gift of exhibiting the fruit of the Holy Spirit in your life.   

Jesus is calling everyone to put their trust in Him.   

 So to put today’s gathering in context, we are here to honor God for what He has done 
in the life of Jim Hundley.  He has done a great work by introducing Himself to Jim, sending 
His Son to save Jim, and sending His Holy Spirit to make Jim the kind of man we all know, 
love and respect.  And we are here to honor God for what He still is going to do: 
 

• In the continuing life of Jim Hundley, where he is now perfect in love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control; 
 

• And for what God is doing in the lives of all of us who still have a way to go in our 
earthly pilgrimage. 

 
 I don’t know if Jim would have given you the invitation to share the faith he has.  But I 
know he would be pleased that I made the invitation today.  He thought of it as my job.  So, 
here it is: 
   

If you haven’t come to know Jesus, He’s ready to receive you and embrace you, if you 
will simply put your trust in Him.  Don’t run away from it. Don’t put it off.  If you’re not 
ready to commit, find yourself a group of believers who know Jesus well, and check it 
out.  And don’t expect them to be any more perfect than you are.  Turn all that over to 
Jesus.  For He is all you can ask for and all you need. 
 

 Farewell for now, Dr. Jim.  We’ll be seeing you again.  God willing, this whole 
assembly will be seeing you again.  We’ll bring the ham biscuits. 
 
 
Jeffrey O. Cerar 2012 


