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SERMON  
Fifth Sunday in Lent 

St. Stephen’s Anglican Church, Heathsville, VA 
The Rev. Jeffrey O. Cerar, March 25, 2012 

 
Text: John 12:20-33 
 

Father, Glorify Your Name 
 

 “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.”  The incident we read this 
morning from John’s Gospel came on the heels of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem with the 
people shouting “Hosanna.”  Some Greeks came asking for Him.  Gentiles.  Non-Jewish 
people.  Somehow, Jesus knew to watch for this.  It was a sign that His hour had come.  And 
so, as He moved to embrace His destined encounter with the cross, Jesus spoke to us about 
what it was going to mean.  And He spoke to us about where we fit in His great work. 
 
 He begins by explaining a great mystery about how God operates. 
   

I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only 
a single seed.  But if it dies, it produces many seeds. [John 12:24] 
 

 He is talking about the sacrificial way he was about to die.  But He was also talking to 

us about our lives as His disciples. 

The man who loves his life will lose it, while the man who hates his life in this world will 
keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my 
servant also will be.  My Father will honor the one who serves me. [John 12:25-26] 
  

 Jesus spoke about this on a number of occasions.  As He put it another time, if we 
want to be His disciples, we must pick up our cross and follow Him. (Mark 8:34) He is saying 
that the more we cling to the things of this world, the less free we will be for the eternal life He 
wants to give us.  And He is saying that when we embrace what He is calling us to do as His 
servants, it is not going to be easy, but it will be good, and it will be as it should be, and it will 
have eternal meaning. 
 
 His words may have seemed mysterious to the crowd that day.  But we who know 
Jesus well understand exactly what He is saying.  We don’t necessarily like it, but we 
understand it. 
   

• We understand it, because we have seen His crucifixion and resurrection. 
 

• We understand it, because the Bible explains to us that He died for the sins of the 
world. 
 

• We understand it, because we have seen the Christians down the centuries willing to 
give their lives for Christ; and we have seen how God has used that to grow the 
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Kingdom of God dramatically, even explosively. 
 

• We understand it, because we have seen the Christians down the centuries willing to 
lose everything to share God’s love with the least and the last, and to proclaim His 
good news to the lost. 

 
 I said we don’t necessarily like the fact that God operates this way.  Hardship and 
suffering are not things we seek out.  Even Jesus said, when He saw that His hour had come, 
“Now my heart is troubled.” (John 12:27)  Why was His heart troubled?  The reasons are 
weightier than we can grasp.  For one thing, He was looking at a painful, shameful death 
looming ahead.  But much more than that, He was taking upon Himself the immense burden 
of all the sin the world has ever committed.  Jesus, the Holy one of Israel, the pure Son of 
God, Jesus, the Lamb without spot or blemish, was taking on the horror, the shame, the guilt, 
the stain of everything that has gone wrong with the world.  On His back was the separation 
from His Father that all those sins had caused.  He knew very soon He would be in agony in 
the garden saying, “Oh, Father, if only you could lift this cup from me.” (Matthew 26:42)  He 
knew that by the end of the week, He would be hanging on an executioner’s cross, crying out, 
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me.” (Matthew 27:26)  And so, when He saw that 
His hour had come, He said, “Now my heart is troubled.”  But listen to what Jesus went on to 
say: 
 

Now my heart is troubled, and what shall I say?  ‘Father, save me from this hour?’  No, 
it was for this very reason I came to this hour.  Father, glorify your name!” [John 12:27-
28] 
 

 He went, knowing what lay ahead.  He went willingly.  And He went for the glory of 
God.  This verse, more than any others in the Bible, gives me strength when an ordeal looms 
ahead for me.  Yes, we do understand how God works, and how He takes a grain of wheat, 
or His holy Son, or you and me, and bids us die so that life may abound.  But it is hard.  And 
we fear the ordeal.  But so did our Savior.  And what He had to say was, “…and what shall I 
say?  ‘Father, save me from this hour?  No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour.  
Father, glorify your name!” 
 
 The Bible tells many stories about how God is glorified through the willing sacrifice of 
His people.  One such story is the Book of Esther.  The events of Esther took place in Persia 
in about the 6th Century BC.  The Hebrew people had been living there for several decades, 
having been taken forcibly from their homeland and carried off in exile.  Esther was a 
beautiful young Jewish girl who was lifted from obscurity and became the wife of King 
Xerxes.  The book tells how the king held a competition to find the worthiest maiden in the 
land.  Esther and the other candidates spent almost a year in beauty treatments and other 
preparation to be brought before the king.  And at the end of it all, he picked Esther to be his 
queen. 
   
 There was a nobleman in Persia who was influential in the king’s court.  This evil man, 
Haman, had an irrational hatred of the Jews, and he persuaded the king to pass a law that 
would lead to their total extinction.  Esther’s uncle, Mordecai, came secretly to her and 
begged her to intercede for her people with the king.  It is hard to imagine a more important 
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assignment.  But it posed two problems for Esther.  First of all, nobody, including King 
Xerxes, knew she was a Jew.  What might he do when she reveals this secret? Second, the 
law forbid anyone, even the queen, to come before the king unless he summoned them.  The 
penalty for insinuating yourself with the king was death. 
 
 So Mordecai implored Esther with these words: 

“Do not think that because you are in the king’s house you alone of all the Jews will 
escape. For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will 
arise from another place, but you and your father’s family will perish. And who knows 
but that you have come to royal position for such a time as this?” [Esther 4:13-14]  

 I’m sure you recognize the words, “for such a time as this.”  It is a battle cry for the 
Christian when it becomes clear that you are going to have to take some painful or frightening 
or impossible action for the glory of God.  It is the echo of the words of our Lord who gave His 
life on the cross to save us from our sins:  “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be 
glorified.”  When Esther’s hour came, her reply was: 
 

Go, gather together all the Jews who are in Susa, and fast for me. Do not eat or drink 
for three days, night or day. I and my maids will fast as you do. When this is done, I 
will go to the king, even though it is against the law. And if I perish, I perish. [Esther 
4:16]  
 

 God was glorified by this young woman who had become queen for such a time as 
this.  For through her courage, and her willingness to embrace her destiny, God saved His 
people from extinction.  And five hundred years later, into the family of the people of God was 
born a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 
 
 My brothers and sisters, when the hour has come for us, what should we say—“Father 
save me from this hour?”  No.  It is possible to embrace our destiny with confidence.  It is 
possible, having realized that God has placed you, prepared you and appointed you for such 
a time as this, to walk into your assignment feeling the encouragement of the great cloud of 
witnesses.  And the way you do that is to recognize that it is for God’s glory that He brought 
you to this hour. 
 
 When Jesus said, “Glorify thy name!” the Father answered, “I have glorified it, and I 
will glorify it again.”  
  

• God glorified His name when He said, “Let there be light.” 
 

• He glorified it when He looked over all He had made and said, “It is very good.” 

• He glorifies His name when  

o the sun comes up 

o and the rains fall 
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o and the wheat field stretches as far as the eye can see. 

• He glorifies His name every time a  

o child is born 

o or a stranger is welcomed 

o or a hymn of praise is sung 

• And God glorifies His name when He speaks to your heart and tells you He wants 
something from you, and you say yes. 
 

 Last Sunday, a reporter from National Public Radio was in town to interview people 
from the two St. Stephen’s churches of Heathsville.  She was doing a story on the conflict 
between the Episcopal Church and the congregations that have departed.  She had 
observed the great disruption this rift has caused among people on both sides of the issue.  
She knew that we were moving out, and she wondered if, when we voted five years ago, we 
knew what we were risking.  When we said that we knew the cost, she asked what was so 
important that made us willing to take the risk. 
 
 There were five of us in the room with her, and we all gave the same answer:  when 
we saw that the integrity and the authority of the Word of God was threatened, we had to 
take a stand.  I believe with all my heart that God was calling us to take that stand.  I believe 
that He put us here for such a time as this.  We knew what we were risking.  And now, as we 
worship in this church for the last time today, we are reaping the consequences of that fateful 
stand we took five years ago.  It has been a long and difficult journey.  Litigation has been 
distracting and burdensome.  We have been misunderstood and disrespected.  We are 
leaving behind things, and money and land and buildings.  We are going forward with little to 
show for ourselves except the treasures of: 
 

• Our faith 

• Our fellowship 

• Our Gospel 

• Our mission 

• Our hope 

• and the promises of God. 

 Come to think of it, what more could we want?  These are not the things of this world 
to which Jesus tells us not to cling.  These are the things of God’s glory. 
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 We don’t know how God will use the actions of this small band of brothers and sisters 
in this little out-of-the-way town.  We see ourselves as contributing to a reformation of the 
western Church.  But the truth is, God knows what He will do with our small offering, and He 
will bring glory from it.  As He said from heaven that day: 
 

“I have glorified my name, and I will glorify it again.” 

• He glorified His name when He sent His Son to be born of a virgin in a humble stable. 

• He glorified His name when Jesus died on the cross and defeated the power of Satan. 

• He glorified His name when Jesus rose again from the dead on the third day. 

• He glorified His name when He sent out the Apostles to preach the Gospel to the ends 
of the earth. 
 

• And He glorifies His name whenever a sinner repents or a lost soul in Kazakhstan 
hears the name of Jesus for the first time. 
 

• He glorifies His name whenever an obscure, faithful Christian does some small act of 
obedience just because we know and love Him. 
 

 We are walking into uncertain times for our congregation.  And what shall we say, 
“Father, save us from this hour?”  Or shall we say, “Father, glorify thy name?”  These are not 
easy times, but they are good times.  We serve a risen Savior, who was glorified on the 
cross.  And we serve a heavenly Father who has glorified His name, and will glorify it again 
and again and again. 
   
Jeffrey O. Cerar 2012 

 


