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SERMON
Last Sunday after the Epiphany

St. Stephen’s Anglican Church, Heathsville, VA
The Rev. Jeffrey O. Cerar, February 19, 2012

Text: 2 Peter 1:16-21

We Have Seen His Glory

What comes to mind for you when you hear the expression “the glory of God?”  Is it
something meaningful and exciting to you?  Or does it kind of roll off you as just another
religious expression?

I submit to you that the glory of God is something that ought to be central to our lives.
And furthermore, it ought to excite us.  And even beyond that, the well-lived Christian life
requires that we not only see the glory of God, but reflect the glory of God for the rest of the
world to see.

The Transfiguration, about which the Gospel reading speaks today, was an event in
which Jesus displayed the glory of God to Peter, James and John.  In the Epistle, we hear
Peter talk about it many years later.

What is the glory of God?

How do we see it?

And why is it important to who we are as the people of God?

God’s glory is the wonder and excellence of God that is so great, it is His alone.  In the
Bible, we see it described as a bright, beautiful, overpowering light.

• The shekinah glory of the pillar of light that led the people of Israel through the desert
by night. (Exodus 13:21)

• The glory that shone round about the shepherds on the night that Jesus was born.
(Luke 2:9)

• The light that shone so brightly in Moses’ face after He met God on the mountain that
he had to cover his face to keep from blinding people. (Exodus 34:29-34)

 There is only one source of such magnificence, and that is God Himself.  When Mark
reported on the glory of God on the mountaintop, he said, “[Jesus] was transfigured before
them.  His clothes became dazzling white, whiter than anyone in the world could bleach
them.” (Mark 9:3) And then he said that “…a cloud appeared and enveloped them,” and the
voice of God came out of the cloud. (Mark 9:7)  Peter, who was actually there, referred to that
cloud as “the Majestic Glory.” (2 Peter 1:17)
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The glory of God is difficult to describe in human language.  But clearly, it is something
that evokes awe and wonder.  When people experience it, they feel a complex of emotions
simultaneously, such as joy and fear, humility and anticipation.  They are overwhelmed by it.
It is so resplendent in beauty that they want to hang on to the moment as Peter did in the
Gospel reading this morning.

Not too many of us have seen it the way Moses or Peter did, or the shepherds
watching their flocks by night.  And yet, God reveals His glory to us.  Have you ever thrilled to
the sight of the grandeur of nature?

• Marion Mitchell speaks of hiking the Grand Canyon all alone and in silence, and
looking out in awe and thanksgiving at the grandeur all around her.

• How can you miss the glory of God on a clear night, when you look up at the stars?
“The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of His hands.”
(Psalm 19:1)

• Last week, I saw the glory of God in the incredible variety and abundance of plants
and animals on a coral reef in the Caribbean.

• Lynne and I stood on top of Mount Sinai two years ago and watched the sun come up
across the desert.  Standing where Moses might have stood, having to divert our eyes
from the bright orange ball of the sun, we fell to our knees before the glory of God.

 Once you know God, you understand what you are seeing at such moments.  And
once you know God, you see His glory in many other places as well.  You see it in the
Bible—not just in the accounts that describe His glory.  But you see it in the wonderful story
of what God is doing, and of how He is going to finish it.

• You see it in the way He brings judgment, and the way He exercises incredible mercy.

• You see in the power of the things He has done, and you see it in His amazing
gentleness.

• You see it in story after story of God taking a weak, vulnerable, sinful person, and
turning him or her into His powerful champion.

We should see the glory of God in the miracles He does.  I’m not just talking about the
miracles reported to us in the Bible, of which there are many.  I’m talking about the ones that
happen all around us in daily life.  I see God’s glory in the miracle of First Baptist Church of
Heathsville, willing to take our whole congregation in and give us a place to worship, to have
our offices, to do our teaching and our ministry.  God has been working on the relationship
between our two congregations for almost nine years.  And when the time of our need
arrived, God had set aside a whole section of rooms that First Baptist was able to make
available to us.  I’m looking forward to the miracle God is going to do when He shows us the
permanent home He has set aside for us.



3

Another place we should see God’s glory is in our worship.  God has set us apart to
worship Him.  We are here to proclaim His glory, which is what we do when we gather in His
Sanctuary.  Once you truly know God, you meet Him here.  Those tears you experience
sometimes in worship; that hunger you have for more of God; that sense of smallness before
Him that makes you depend on Him for all you need—that is God’s glory being manifested to
you.

And do you know where else we are supposed to experience God’s glory?  In each
other.  God created us to “live for the praise of His glory.” (Ephesians 1:12)  He
commissioned us who know Him and to love Him with our whole heart and mind and soul and
strength. (Matthew 22:37) And loving Him is supposed to transform us, so that we love other
people in so compelling a way that His glory shows through that love.

How are we to reflect the glory of God?

• Not through being the best and the brightest.

• Not through winning more trophies than everyone else.

• Not through overcoming all our opponents with brilliant arguments.

• Not though having the most beautiful church building

But we are to reflect the glory of God in the humble and self-giving love that we extend
out to the world, because He first loved us. (I John 4:19)  For the most stunning,
heartbreaking way God has shown His glory is in the humble birth of His Son, Jesus, who
lived a perfect life, and then laid it down for the sins of the world, and rose victoriously from
the grave.  Never was there greater love.  And if you and I can reflect even a small fraction of
that love in how we conduct ourselves in this world, people will gain a glimpse of God’s glory.
Does that sound like something worth living for?

Several things have to happen before we can see God’s glory, and ultimately show
forth God’s glory to the world.

The first is that we have to know God.  Everyone in this room this morning has been
given the chance to know God.  There are people living in parts of the world where the name
of Jesus has never even been heard.  But that is not so here.  Everyone here this morning
has heard of Jesus and been invited to know Him.  And once we really know Him, we can
begin to see His glory for ourselves.  It’s been there all the time, but in order to see it, you
have to know God.

The second thing is that we have to surrender to His truth. If you are going to question
the truth of the Bible, you won’t find God’s glory in the Bible.  You can occupy yourself with all
kinds of questions:

• Did Jesus really say “I am the way, the truth and the life.  There is no way to the
Father except through me?”  Or did John make that up?  Can you see how that
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question drains God’s glory right out of the Word?

• Did Jesus really walk on water, or was it just a legend?  Walking on water and stilling
the storm are two demonstrations of His mastery over nature. Can you see how it
nullifies God’s glory to call this a legend?

This was Peter’s great concern when he wrote the letter from which we read this
morning.  It seems that some leaders in the church were calling the Apostles’ teaching
“cleverly invented stories.” (2 Peter 1:16) His reference in verse 19 suggests that they also
had questioned the Old Testament Prophets.  In other words, the Church was being torn
apart from within by those who challenged the truth of the Word of God, just as is happening
today.

Peter’s defense in this passage we read this morning is a simple one:  I personally
witnessed the glory of God.  In verse 17, he says,

For he [the Lord Jesus] received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice
came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I
am well pleased.”

Peter is sure of his teaching and his ministry, because he personally witnessed the glory of
God.

If you try to explain away the miracles, you will never see God’s glory at work in the
world around you.

• Sure, we prayed for Katherine’s cancer to go away.  But maybe when she got a clean
biopsy, it was because there was never cancer there in the first place.

• Sure, we prayed for Jennifer to pass her exam, but maybe it was just her hard work
that did it for her.

• Sure, we prayed for Bonnie and Bill’s marriage to be saved, but maybe it was just the
good marriage counselor who said the right things.

And what about our worship?  If you are going to approach worship as you would
approach a stage production or a concert, you will miss God’s glory.  You can get distracted
with all kinds of things:

• Did you like the hymns?

• Was the choir always on pitch?

• Why doesn’t so and so sing?

• Why do some people raise their hands in praise?  Why do some not?
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• Why is so and so wearing that outfit?

• Oh, my, look at my watch.  This is only supposed to take an hour.

But worship is not about all those things.  Worship is our opportunity to fulfill our
destiny as God’s people, chosen and predestined to live for the praise of His glory.  This is
our time to enjoy the beauty of His excellence.  This is our time to bask in the bright light that
accompanies His revelation of Himself, and to express our honor, our praise, and our love to
Him.

Being able to see and to reflect God’s glory is a matter of knowing Him well.  For His
glory is there to see by all who know Him.  And if we fail to know God well enough to see His
glory, it will be to our everlasting regret.  Second Thessalonians tells us of the last day, when
Jesus will be revealed.  At that time, no one will fail to see His glory.  And the scripture says,

He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the Gospel of our Lord
Jesus.  They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the
presence of the Lord, and from the majesty of his power on the day he comes to be
glorified among those who have believed.  This includes you, because you believed
our testimony to you. [2 Thessalonians 1:8-10]

It always amazes me to realize that God insists on expressing His glory through
human beings.

• His prophets were human beings. But as Peter says in this Letter, they didn’t speak for
themselves.  (2 Peter 1:20-21)

• The writers of the Books of the Bible were human beings.  But God did not just say,
“Write what you want.”  His Holy Spirit inspired every word they wrote.

• And God counts on human beings like you and me.  He isn’t just telling us to do what
we want.  He calls us to love one another, and to love our neighbors, and to go into the
world and be His witnesses.

At the Perspectives course a couple of weeks ago, the speaker was a woman who had
done years of mission work with orphans in Uganda.  She said she had gone there expecting
to preach and to teach and to convert hordes of people to Christ.  And what she found herself
doing instead was caring for babies and changing diapers.  She said that she needed to
come to see that the love she had for God was at work in her interaction with these children.
She came to understand that God’s mission for her was to let His love flow through her.  He
wanted her to love them so well that they could see His glory.

When we surrender ourselves to God, His Holy Spirit goes to work in us and He is
glorified.  Our goal is nothing less than what Philippians 2:10 says:
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that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under
the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father.

The glory of God is the central preoccupation of the well-lived Christian life.

When I speak of God’s glory, it’s hard to know where to stop.  So I will leave you with
some questions to take home for reflection this week.

1. Do you want to see God’s glory?

2. Are you willing to believe Him so that His glory is never hidden from you?

3. Are you willing to let God transform you into a person who loves Him so much that His
glory shows through in what you do?
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