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Homily 

Today we come to remember the life of Carl Smith—husband, father, 
grandfather, brother, friend, faithful man of God and beloved child of God, 
his creator. I’ve known Carl for almost five years, as his pastor and as a 
brother in the Lord. He loved the word of God and lived by its standard. 
He loved his family and was overjoyed at the birth of his grandson. I love a 
picture that I saw the other day of Carl sitting in a playpen holding his 
grandson. By the world's standard Carl was very successful and had an 
impressive resume. I used to enjoy asking him questions about landing a 
fighter on an aircraft carrier that was bobbing up and down. I once read 
that it was the number one most stressful thing to have to do in a job. 
Clearly he loved that part of his military career. 

I remember him telling me about his son Bryant and son-in-law Derek 
flying F-18’s and the improvements in the technology of today’s military 
aircraft. There was excitement in his voice as he described the amazing 
capabilities and how he kind of wished he could get in the cockpit just one 
more time. 

I knew Carl played guitar and I asked him to accompany the pianist and 
choir or praise team for our church. He surprised me by saying, “I will if 
you’ll join me.” I hadn’t played guitar for many years and didn’t recall ever 
telling him that I did. I told him that I didn’t own a guitar anymore but that 
didn’t deter him. He just said, “then get one.” He was very picky as to 
what kind of guitar I should get and what he felt I needed was beyond my 



financial reach. As it ended up one of our church members, George 
Semerjian, agreed to let me use his guitar that he no longer played. It was 
exactly the brand and model that Carl owned—a Martin D-28. So, we 
ended up playing together a few times in church. I never thanked him for 
the encouragement that he gave me in playing guitar as well as in my role 
as a pastor and preacher. 

He had that way of making you want to be better at whatever you did. He 
was a fighter pilot and a very successful attorney, but he seemed fascinated 
by my life as an over the road truck driver before I went into the ministry. 
There was never any sense of social inequality with Carl. The issue wasn’t 
what you did but that you did it well. 

I wasn’t prepared for the phone call from Wendy on the afternoon of 
November 24th telling me that Carl’s plane had crashed and that he was 
dead. I can’t imagine the shock that Wendy and her family felt in receiving 
such tragic news. The most common question that comes to mind is almost 
always, “Why did God allow this to happen? He was a good man, a 
righteous man. Why did this happen?”

Of course, it is the most obvious question when grief is raw, and the mind 
is reeling with how to cope. The Old Testament reading from Isaiah 57:1 
states the situation very well, “The righteous man perishes, and no one lays 
it to heart; devout men are taken away while no one understands. For the 
righteous man is taken away from calamity,…”

As frustrating as it can be the answer as to why would God allow such a 
thing to happen is, “I don’t know God’s reasons for this. I wish I did.” 
However, that is not the final word on the matter. In Psalm 30, King David 
appeals to God for help and mercy but also remembers how God had been 
faithful to him through the darkest moments and says in verse 11, “You 
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have turned for me my mourning into dancing; you have loosed my 
sackcloth and clothed me with gladness.”

The promise of Isaiah 57:1-2 is that those who have surrendered their lives 
to the glory of God in Christ will be delivered from the sting and curse of 
death, even though they die. 

What happened to Carl was out of God’s love in that he is free from sin and 
misery and has entered into a deeper communion with Jesus Christ than 
we can imagine. 

The Westminster Larger Catechism states what this communion with 
Christ entails: 

Q.  What is the communion in glory with Christ, which the 
members of the invisible church enjoy immediately after 
death? 
A.  The communion in glory with Christ, which the members of 
the invisible church enjoy immediately after death is, in that 
their souls are then made perfect in holiness, (Heb. 12:23) and 
received into the highest heavens, (2 Cor. 5:1,6,8, Phil. 
1:23, Acts 3:21, Eph. 4:10) where they behold the face of God 
in light and glory, (1 John 3:2, 1 Cor. 13:12) waiting for the full 
redemption of their bodies, (Rom. 8:23, Ps. 16:9) which even in 
death continue united to Christ 

Facing the death of a loved one is always difficult, but it is comforting to 
know that they are in perfect peace in the presence of God. We seek 
comfort in the hope that we will one day be reunited with our loved one, 
and that is a wonderful hope, but it is only for those who have also turned 
from their sin and rebellion and embraced Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.
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The day will come when each of us will be the one being memorialized and 
those who gather together may be asking themselves, “I wonder where 
they are? I hope I see them again.” 

In our Gospel reading today Jesus spoke to this very question. John 14:6, 
Jesus was preparing his disciples for his return back to the Father after his 
resurrection. He was assuring them that they would be with him again in 
his Father’s house. However, this promise was to those who had realized 
the claim of Jesus in verse 6, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No 
one comes to the Father except through me.

Jesus is very clear that those who look to the Son of God and believe in him 
will have eternal life and be raised up on the last day. This is the very 
reason that Jesus, the Son of God took on flesh, was born as a baby and 
lived among those whom he had created. He came that we might have life 
with Him for all eternity. Sin separated mankind from God and Jesus came 
to pay the penalty of our sin, the righteous for the unrighteous. 

Our separation from loved ones who have died in the faith is temporary, 
providing we too have put our faith and trust in Jesus Christ. We will see 
them again and then there will be no more death, sorrow or pain forever.

The sobering fact before us today is that every one of us will one day be the 
one being mourned, and it will either be a celebration of life now continued 
eternally in the presence of God or a tragedy of life now lived in eternal 
judgment—because the offer of God for salvation in Christ alone was 
rejected. 

Sin and judgment are not a popular topic in our culture and those who 
dare brook the subject are often seen as hateful and bigoted. The truth is 
that not speaking of this truth of Scripture is extremely unloving because it 
is a matter of eternal life or eternal damnation. We live in a time and among 
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many people who have rejected God and have no idea of a loving creator 
and because of that, they have no sense of hope or the truth and meaning 
of the love of Christ revealed through the cross. Many are seeking to find 
out the meaning of life and have concluded that life has no real meaning or 
hope. 

 I never want to miss a chance of telling the truth of God’s love and desire 
for those who do not know him to come to saving faith through Jesus 
Christ.

If you are a Christian then you must reveal the good news of the gospel to 
those who struggle with believing. When you introduce anyone to Jesus 
Christ, they are introduced to their true identity, their true purpose, which 
is to know God and to worship and enjoy him forever. Our creation was 
not random or without purpose. It was intentional and with great purpose.                                                                                                                                             

The fact is that God through Christ offers us a relationship with Him here 
and now. That is what we were created for and the more we run away from 
God the more we suffer the consequences of our sin. It leads us to 
addictions, misery, dissatisfaction with life that ultimately will cause us to 
continue to pursue things that look promising but, once attained, bring no 
relief. Only Jesus is able to meet the need of our hearts and we can only 
have Jesus when we are willing to bow our wills to him and in repentance 
turn to Him for our hope and salvation. 

Carl Smith believed this and is now more aware of the truth than ever 
before. He is now living in the presence of the Lord in a way every believer 
longs for. I look forward to seeing him again. Let’s pray.

©2020  The Rev. Mike Moffitt

5


